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happening todayhappening today

Radiating gratefulness: state Poet Laureate

Photos by Alan Sloan

(Above) Farragut baseball celebrates the program’s third straight TSSAA Division I Class 4A state championship after slip-
ping past Nolensville 3-1 Friday night, May 24, in Middle Tennessee State University’s Reece Smith Jr. Stadium. (Right) 
Bearden goalkeeper Logan Nelson, right, gets a big hug following his huge roll in helping the BHS SoccerDawgs capture the 
Division I-AAA state crown in dramatic fashion Friday afternoon, May 24. (Stories and more photos in Sports, pages 1B-2B),

n BRANDON L. JONES     
 editor@farragutpress.com

“The world will be nothing like you expected it to be
and I promise it will be something beautiful,”
   — Melody Dalili

This isn’t a story about Melody Dalili. This is a sto-
ry about the people who got her where she is. 

Where she is, in a small, comfortably lit, dorm room 
on the campus of  the University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill on a FaceTime interview Tuesday, May 21,  
is where loads of  encouraging hands lovingly helped 

guide and bolster her — like those of  Allison Comer, 
executive director of  Muse Knoxville, and other for-
mer co-workers there; her present English professor 
at UNC, Nicole Berland; and Robin Thady and Robin 

Seniors-peat + junior clutch arm, again Goalie’s ‘golden goal’
after pk stop: state title

Sgt. Stout
‘gave all,’ 
March ’70
U.S. Army Sgt. Mitchell W. 

Stout was among the brave 
troops during overseas com-
bat to sacrifice his life to save 
many fellow servicemen, pur-
posely falling on a live gre-
nade to absorb the impact and 
avoid more casualties dur-
ing the Vietnam Conflict on 
March 12, 1970.

A Medal of  Honor recipient, 
this native of  Lenoir City is 
honored in the Town of  Far-
ragut: Sgt. Mitchell W. Stout 
Medal of  Honor Memorial 
Virtue Cemetery is located 
along Evans Road, just to the 
west of   Virtue Road. 

This monument (right) pays 
tribute, in detail, to Sgt. Stout’s 
sacrifice, which came to light 
in a much brighter fashion on 
Memorial Day, with Farragut 
and the nation celebrating all 
heroes who sacrificed their 
lives in combat. 

Despite Neal, BOMA 
nods greenway fund
n  TAMMY CHEEK       

 tcheek@farrragutpress.com

As Farragut Board of  Mayor and Aldermen approved on first 
reading its Fiscal Year 2025 budget, which includes some amend-
ments to the draft budget, during its meeting Thursday, May 23, 
it approved a $500,000 expenditure for the Turkey Creek green-
way and road improvement project despite a request not to fund 
the project for this fiscal year. 

“I’ve been asked to express my clients’ opposition to the 
$500,000 provided for right-of-way acquisition,” said Knoxville 
attorney John Neal of  The Neal Law Firm, which represents 
three of  the six households affected by the Turkey Creek Gre-
enway extension project. He represents Shirley Harkins, David 
Gailbraith and Howard and Bobbi Tipton. 

He pointed out another resident, Dustin Anderson, was denied 
a building permit for a house on his property because he was 
told the property was not properly subdivided. 

“I don’t see how you can acquire right-of-way when you don’t 
even know who owns the property that you’re acquiring the 
right-of-way from,” Neal said. 

Additionally, he said Galbraith has a “particular serious prob-
lem with the city.” 

In 2005, Neal said as a part of  approving Sheffield subdivision, 
the Town agreed there would not be any sidewalk in front of  Gal-
braith’s house. 

“That provision was incorporated into the recorded plat in 

See BOMA-GREENWAY on Page 3A

See DALILI on Page 2A

Alan Sloan

    • Town of Farragut Community Development 
Department will host two property maintenance 
workshops, one beginning at 10 a.m. and the other 
starting at 6 p.m., both Wednesday, May 29, in Far-
ragut Community Center.
    The workshops will be presented by Holley Mar-
lowe. As Farragut’s Codes/Zoning enforcement 
officer, it is part of her job to maintain the Town’s 

property maintenance standards,” a Town press 
release stated.
   “Addressing property maintenance issues isn’t just 
about aesthetics,” she stated. “It’s also about keep-
ing our neighborhoods more safe and secure. This is 
information that can make all of Farragut’s neighbor-
hoods better.”
   The workshops will cover what codes enforcement 

is and why it’s important, Farragut’s codes enforce-
ment process (what happens when a violation is 
reported), the top four citizen complaints and the role 
of owners associations in addressing property mainte-
nance issues. She will answer any topical questions. 
   Each workshop is expected to last about an hour. 
For more information visit townoffarragut.org/ 
propertymaintenance.

Heroes work here.

230 Village Commons Blvd. | Knoxville, TN 37934 
865.671.2500 | TheVillagesFarragut.com
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KCSOreports

Photo submitted

Melody Dalili (center), FHS Class of 2023, with Robin Thady (left) 
and Robin Blanton, a.k.a. “Big Sister Robin and Mother Robin,” 
her academic coaches at the University of North Carolina, Cha-
pel Hill.

Jones brings his talents to farragutpress;
‘fresh start’ expressed in his own words

Brandon L. Jones, newest addition to the far-
ragutpress staff as a general assignment report-
er whose focuses will be feature stories, schools 
and Town government, gives the following self  
introduction about “fresh starts.” 

“He’s a talented writer who can take a subject 
and paint quite an impressive picture in words, 
yet he’s sharp in getting the necessary facts and 
important details,” said Alan Sloan, farragut-
press editor. 

n BRANDON L. JONES    
 editor@farragutpress.com

It can be absolutely terrifying to begin anew. 
It can be painful; it can be healing; it can be the 
cause of  so much anxiety; it can be what instills 
relief; it can be some much more. Going back to 
Square One can saddle you with any number of  
emotions and ride you hard back to the prover-
bial stalls where nothing in this world short of  
death and taxes, as they say, is certain. 

But where in this world 
would you be if  you didn’t re-
set once in a while?

Some still would be strug-
gling with any kind of  per-
sonal conflict; they’d be 
white-knuckled gripping the 
wheel in traffic; they’d be 
reminiscing, looking at old 
pictures wondering what 
happened; they’d be staring 
at the backyard thinking of  
all the things that would’ve 
looked pretty if  already 
planted; they’d be standing in an office or wher-
ever they work, hating every moment of  it all; 
there would be servers, gas station clerks, bank 
tellers, sales representatives — there would be 
any number of  people in any number of  roles 
and fields dreaming of  anywhere they’d rather 
not be. 

Others then, following some contemplative 
breaths, find it time finally to say, “One . . . 

Two . . . Three . . . Reset.”
Poof !
Now, reread paragraph one and replace “It 

can be” with “It’s going to be.”

No Knox County Sheriff’s Office Reports were received, despite being requested early Monday 
morning, May 27, by farragutpress as of  our deadline at 8 a.m., Tuesday, May 28. 

Look for KCSO reports — a popular page for many in our readership — to be published in our 
Wednesday, June 5, issue.

We regret this week’s omission. 

towncalendar
Children and adults of  all 

ages are invited to McFee Park 
(917 McFee Road in Farra-
gut) for Chalk the Park. This 
free event takes place near 
the rectangular field and re-
stroom from 10 a.m. to noon, 
Saturday, June 8. 

“Chalk the Park offers par-
ticipants the chance to leave 
their artistic marks on a Far-
ragut park,” a Town press re-
lease stated. “Chalk is provid-
ed, and yard games and crafts 
are also part of  the fun. Ice 
cream will be available. …” 

Participants are encouraged 
to register at townoffarragut.

Dalili
From page 1A

Blanton (a.k.a. Big Sister Rob-
in and Mother Robin), her aca-
demic coaches, among many 
more, who matter so much in 
her life. 

But this story can’t revolve 
without orbiting Dalili.

“The community that I 
found here is unmatched,” she 
said. “I am so in debt to what 
these people have given me.”

In 2022, Dalili, a 2023 gradu-
ate of  Farragut High School, 
received the prestigious title 
of  the City of  Knoxville’s in-
augural Youth Poet Laureate. 
She recently, though, dwarfed 
that remarkable accomplish-
ment, garnering the honorable 
distinction as Tennessee’s 2024 
Youth Poet Laureate.  

“I still don’t believe it,” she 
incredulously said. “To be the 
youth poet laureate represent-
ing the entire state is a big 
deal, you know? And I think 
the best part of  it,” she hum-
bly continued, “has just been 
.... hearing about other peo-
ple’s stories, which I think is 
one of  the biggest privileges of  
leadership that I had learned 
during the latter portion of  my 
term as Youth Poet Laureate of  
Knoxville.”

Having earned first runner 
up for the title in 2023 and 19 
years old still, the program’s 
cutoff age, Dalili figured, hav-
ing received notice there was 
time left to apply, “Well, this 
is my last year; I may as well 
just do it.” So she sent in her 
“stuff,” as she called it, mean-
ing her nationally-recognized, 
pre-eminent, poetry to the rest 
of  us.

In the dining hall at UNC 
with her roommate and a suite 
mate the day of  the youth 
poet laureate announcements, 
which she was live-stream-
ing on her phone with bated 
breath over a bowl of  pasta, 

cooled by anticipation and a 
hope, they watched as state 
recipients were honored. Fi-
nally, runners up were called 
for Tennessee. No mention of  
Dalili. 

“My roommate was, like, 
‘It’s you, it’s you,” she said. 

Dalili laughed about how 
when her nerves kick in, so 
does a little angry streak. “I 
was, like, ‘Shut up, shut up. It’s 
not me.’”

It was her. 
“And I threw my phone on 

to the counter,” she recalled. “I 
was, like, ‘No way. No way. No 
way.’” And her roommate, as 
with any good friend, attempt-
ed to incite applause from the 
Carolina crowd, which had no 
clue why. “I was literally just 
running around the dining 
hall for probably 10 minutes 
afterward, freaking out.”

She said of  the contempla-
tive moments leading up to the 
announcement, thinking, “You 
may not know that everything 
in your life is going to change 
after this live-stream.”

And it has. 
Dalili has authored two 

books of  poetry, “Make It Out 
Alive” and “Thank You For 
Staying.” Utilizing her merit 
scholarship to UNC, where 
she’s majoring in biology and 
double minoring in painting 
and poetry with aspirations 
to perhaps go to dental school, 
she is soaking it all in. 

“I still look at life as a privi-
lege,” she said, “and I still look 
at everything as a gift.”

But to Vols fans out there, she 
confessed with a smile, “I look 
better in light blue.” Redemp-
tively, for you Volunteers, she 
added, “I like to believe that I 
get to perform my poetry with 
the heart of  Knoxville and 
Chapel Hill combined.”   

In closing, Dalili simply re-
iterated, “My goal at the end 
of  this is illuminate the people 
who got me here.”

Jones

And it’s necessary depending of  course on 
one’s circumstance. So to that end, here I am, 
writing to you now. I started at farragutpress 
Saturday, May 18, feeling all the aforemen-
tioned things after resigning from a company 
for which I’d worked lo these past 10-plus years 
(on and off for the better part of  two decades). 
Terrifying? You bet your sweet life. 

Am I anxious? More than you could know. 
Am I relieved? Don’t know yet. 

This isn’t my first foray into writing for a liv-
ing. I was a journalist many moons ago before 
the economy, I like to say, wet its britches back 
in 2008, and I was laid off with beaucoup other 
journalists the country over in January 2009, 
and I let my foot slide with time out of  the ever-
tightening doors and moved on, brushing my-
self  off and starting a series of  random things 
before coming back to the company I just left, 
again, for a new opportunity back in the news 
business all these years later. 

What I do know is that I simply couldn’t do 
it any longer. I knew it for far too long, really. 
I knew, and I can’t recall from where I heard, 
that to pick something up I first had to put 
something down. So I did. I foreshadowed my 
concerns (do the math) to editor Alan Sloan 
and got back the following: “The creative juices 
will start flowing again.” I exhaled a trembling 
breath; anxiousness subsided and a general 
sense of  relief  began to overtake the terror of  
taking The Big Step.

I picked up my pen again, saying to myself, 
through all the fear and angst, “This will be my 
fresh start.” I try and remind myself  whenever 
I see a snakeskin in the wild there’s a bigger 
snake nearby. It’s growth. It’s life. That bigger 
snake nearby, too, may be something of  a scare 
or worry, but it’s just living its life the best it 
can . . . while it can. 

And I let whatever feeling I’m up against 
quietly slither away. You just can’t be what 
you were after you’ve decided to be what you 
aren’t any more. And further rambling about, 
whether you’ve willingly poked your nose in or 
had it shoved into the bushes, stopping to smell 
the roses is a brilliant opportunity to take stock 
and make a subsequent fresh start, so long as 
you mind the thorns.

org/register. This is a weather-
dependent event. 

In case of  rain, check Far-

ragut Parks & Recreation on 
social media for status of  the 
event.
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Town budget, FY ’25, passes 1st reading
n TAMMY CHEEK   

 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

A proposed Fiscal Year 2025 
Town budget passed its first 
hurdle as Farragut Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen voted 
unanimously to approve the 
draft budget on first read-
ing, but included a couple of  
amendments to its Capital In-
vestment Program budget dur-
ing its meeting  Thursday, May 
23.

The Board amended the bud-
get by pushing forward fund-
ing for proposed tennis courts 
at McFee Park and a proposed 
underpass greenway project 
along Kingston Pike to a future 
fiscal year. 

“I thought we had already 
removed those from this bud-
get,” Vice Mayor Louise Pov-
lin said, and Aldermen Drew 
Burnette drew the same con-
clusion about the proposed un-
derpass walkway. 

The budget process starts in 
January, when the department 
directors develop a list of  pri-

orities for the next fiscal year, 
according to Town administra-
tor David Smoak. 

“These priorities get sent to 
the Board of  Mayor and Alder-
men for them to reprioritize 
those things during our annu-
al Strategic Planning process 
and retreat before we turn in 
our base budgets in February,” 
he said. 

A series of  workshops take 
place before the final draft is 
completed. The budget must 
be approved on final reading 
before July 1. 

“The budget is also required 
to be balanced and remitted to 
the State of  Tennessee Comp-
troller for review once it has 
been approved by the Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen,” Smoak 
said.

“The proposed year-end FY 
2024 General Fund revenues 
are estimated at $17,474,546, 
with expenditures of  
$10,158,310,” Smoak said. “This 
year-end estimate accounts for 
a 6.0 percent increase in sales 
tax revenue from the FY ’24 

budget, as well as additional 
revenue increases in the state 
sales tax, wholesale liquor tax-
es, building permits and inter-
est earnings. 

“Local sales tax revenue is 
estimated to increase 2 per-
cent from the FY ’24 estimat-
ed end-of-year projection at 
$10,101,798,” he added. “This 
revenue source accounts for 
59.3 percent of  the Town’s total 
General Fund revenue. 

A second major revenue 
source “is State Sales Tax,” 
Smoak said, adding that tax is 
distributed from the state to lo-
cal governments and is based 
on Farragut’s population base, 
which currently is 23,506 ac-
cording to the 2020 Census. 

He added the total FY ’25 
proposed revenue in State 
Sales Tax is $2,910,000. 

On the other side of  the coin, 
Smoak said FY 2024 General 
Fund expenditures are pro-
posed at $11,033,366, “which is 
a 7.5 percent increase over the 
FY 2024 end-of-year estimate.”

BOMA-greenway
From page 1A

Knox County Register (of  
Deeds) office,” he said. “Mr. 
Galbraith intends to file suit 
… to keep (Town of) Farragut 
from building a sidewalk in 
front of  his house. That would, 
of  course, block the greenway.

“We think the Town already 
has a right-of-way for the gre-
enway, and there wouldn’t 
be any opposition to it, there 

wouldn’t be any property ac-
quisition expense and my cli-
ents think that’s a much better 
approach,” Neal added. 

“… For the moment the Plan-
ning Commission has tabled 
this proposal because of  legal 
issues, and I would just suggest 
to you all that until those le-
gal issues have been resolved, 
there’s no point and no benefit 
in allocating $500,000 toward 
acquisition of  property at the 
moment you can’t acquire.”

However, Vice Mayor Louise 
Povlin said budgeting the mon-
ey is not the same as appropri-
ating it. As such, the Board 
agreed to keep the $500,000 in 
the budget. 

But at the same time, it also 
voted to amend the budget 
by pushing forward funding 
for proposed tennis courts at 
McFee Park and a proposed 
underpass greenway project 
along Kingston Pike to a future 
fiscal year. 
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APRIL WISEMAN

Cell: (865) 257-2315 | april.wiseman@crye-leike.com

9 5 3 9  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  K n o x v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 9 2 2

865.693.7341 | www.crye-leike.com

MU LT I  MI L L I O N DO L L A R  PR O D U C E R S

LOWES FERRY RD
L o u i s v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 7 7 7

Use 4175 Lowes Ferry Rd for GPS.
6 + Acres of Gorgeous level property with 
privacy and a world of possibility. Property is 
perfect to build the home of your dreams and 
enjoy solitude and watching all nature has 
to o� er. Two boat ramps within a half mile 
of property. Property is partially cleared and 
level featuring an abundance of areas great 
for building. � is serene oasis won’t last long! 
Call now to schedule your showing.

MLS 1260100  | $299,900

ACREAGE

Tim
Hathaway

www.timhathaway.com
E-mail: 

tim@timhathaway.com

Cell: 643-3232
Office:  

693-3232 

ABR 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

042414 Tim Hathaway 1x2 proc  4/11/17  3:38 PM  Page 1

Real Estate
    Gallery

To place your ad in the farragutpress Real Estate Gallery, contact 
Charlene Waggoner at 865-218-8877 or cwaggoner@farragutpress.com
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business
briefs

• Jerry Harnish, previously 
Rural Metro fire chief in Far-
ragut, has taken on a new 
role as chief  for both fire and 
Emergency Medical Services. 

“This summer, we will transi-
tion, and I will do strictly EMS, 
and we’ll have a new fire chief,”  
Harnish said. 

Currently, Jeff Devlin is in the 
role of  interim fire chief. 

“I think there was a need to 
have better coordination with 
EMS and 
fire, and 
c e r t a i n l y, 
with the 
new EMS 
c o n t r a c t , 
we’ve had 
a lot of  im-
provements 
to make,”  
H a r n i s h 
said. 

He has  
been fire chief  in Farragut since 
2007. 

About the change in roles, 
“It’’s a lot of  work but very re-
warding, so I’ve got to meet a lot 
of  marvelous people. That’s the 
best part,” Harnish said. 

His announcement about the 
role change took place during a 
Farragut West Knox Chamber 
of  Commerce networking host-
ed by Rural Metro in Farragut 
Community Center to observe 
EMS Week (May 20-24). 

• For the second year in 
a row, T3 “Ace in the Hole” 
vodka recently was awarded 
a medal at the prestigious TAG 
Global Spirits Awards 2024. 

Spirits experts from four con-
tinents presented more than 
400 medals during the four-day 
competition March 5-8 in Las 
Vegas. The TAG Global Spirits 
Awards recognizes the world’s 
finest spirits and the talented 
distillers and blenders who cre-
ate them. 

T3 Vodka, a hand-crafted vod-
ka from Knoxville, won gold in 
the vodka category for its excep-
tional quality and unique taste, 
achieved through a unique, 10-
time filtering process.

Harnish

Farragut Pointe: 
‘high-end’ affordable home choices

Photo submitted

Developer John Huber (with scissors), owner of Huber Properties, LLC, cuts the ribbon for Farragut 
Pointe Apartments, 11225 Farragut Pointe Way, on Wednesday, May 15. He was joined by his wife, 
Addie Huber (to Huber’s right), Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs (to Huber’s left), David Reynolds 
(second from right), president of Home Federal Bank, and Larsen Jay, Knox County Commissioner 
At-Large Seat 10 (far right) among other stakeholders. 

Photo submitted

Mellow Mushroom Farragut staff member Seth Bell prepares to 
serve a beverage to a customer at the Farragut location, 635 N. 
Campbell Station Road.

Mellow Mushroom Farragut approaches 25 years

n  TAMMY CHEEK  
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut has more housing 
options with the opening of  
Farragut Pointe Apartments, 
which had a ribbon cutting 
Wednesday, May 15, at the 
new complex, 11225 Farragut 
Pointe Way.

With tenants already moving 
in to the apartments, “we’re 
still in the lease-up phase, but 
there aren’t many empty units 
left,” said Stacey McDonald, 
financial analyst with Hope-
ful Housing, which owns the 
development entity, Farragut 
Pointe Developers, and office 
manager with Huber Proper-
ties, LLC.

“This is a wonderful turn-
out,” said developer John Hu-
ber, owner of  Huber Proper-
ties, LLC. “There’s no way we 
could have gotten here without 
a bunch of  partners … to build 
a Class A facility” with afford-
able housing. 

“This is not just a ribbon 
cutting,” Knox County Mayor 
Glenn Jacobs said, adding it 
shows “what the county can 
achieve when we support one 
another. 

“People can have decent, 
affordable places to live. It’s 
a model of  what is possible 
when there is cooperation,” he 
added.

Located just off Loop Road, 
the 124-unit complex contains 
one-, two- and three-bedroom 
units in six buildings.

“Our one-bedroom units are 
903 square feet, two-bedroom 
units are 1,074 square feet;and 
three-bedroom units are 1,261 
square feet,” McDonald said. 
“The total square footage of  
the entire development, in-
cluding breezeways, etc., is 
164,288 square feet.”

Huber defined the complex 
as affordable “workforce hous-

ing” in a “high-end luxury fa-
cility. 

“Farragut Pointe is a good 
example of  how quality, af-
fordable housing can be cre-
ated through a public/private 
partnership in Tennessee, and 
we are extremely happy with 
the final product,” Huber said. 
“We are excited to provide 124 
families new, clean, safe and 
affordable housing in an excel-
lent west Knoxville location. 

“We were able build a high-
quality, affordable housing 
complex through a public/
private partnership with (Ten-
nessee Housing Development 
Agency),” he added. “It in-
volves a creative, but compli-
cated financial model utilizing 

a one-time issuance of  federal 
tax credits.  

“With the inclusion of  the 
tax credits, Farragut Pointe 
was able to lower its perma-
nent debt on the project, hence 
lowering its monthly mortgage 
payment and passing those 
savings on to its residents.”

“Affordable is defined as 
serving tenants who earn less 
than 60 percent of  the area me-
dian income, which varies by 
county as well as family size,” 
McDonald explained. “For this 
year in Knox County, the four-
person AMI is $91,000, so a 
family of  four could not make 
more than $54,600 (60 percent 
of  $91,000) and qualify to live 
at Farragut Pointe.

“This limit changes annual-
ly and is calculated by the De-
partment of  Housing and Ur-
ban Development,” she added.

Farragut Pointe features 
a handicapped-accessible in-
ground pool, a fitness center; 
a community center with a 
full kitchen and complimen-
tary coffee, a cyber bar with 
tenant-accessible computers 
and printers a playground for 
children and a dog park for 
residents’ furry friends. 

“Each unit has granite 
countertops, stainless-steel 
appliances, washer and dryer 
hookups, 9-foot ceilings and 
balconies, plus vinyl plank 
flooring in all common areas 
of  the units,” Huber said. 

n  TAMMY CHEEK  
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

As the Mellow Mushroom 
brand celebrates 50 years, 
Farragut’s Mellow Mushroom 
closes in on 25 years of  its own 
existence. 

“We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to celebrate 50 years (of  
the brand),” said Scott Mathis, 
owner of  Mellow Mushroom 
Farragut franchise at 635 N. 
Campbell Station Road. 

 “Our team here in Farragut 
is incredible and looking for-
ward to sharing the celebra-
tory menu with our guests. 

“We are so grateful for all of  
our guests’ support over the 
years and can’t wait for many 
more,” he added.  

Mellow Mushroom Farra-
gut opened in July 2000. 

According to a press release, 
“Mellow Mushroom Farragut 
has poured over 5,000 varieties 
of  beer in its 24 years of  opera-
tion.

“They added their own on-
line ordering channel in 2018 
and new catering program,” 
the release stated. Additional-
ly, it has employed more than 
500 locals. 

Nationally, Mellow Mush-
room officially celebrates 50 
years of  business this year 
and is set to mark the golden 
anniversary with a kaleido-
scope of  celebratory events 
across locations now through 
November 2024. 

“We love that we’re 50 years 
old,” said Anne Mejia, senior 
vice president of  brand devel-
opment at Mellow Mushroom. 
“Sixty percent of  all restau-
rants fail within the first year. 

“And, another 20 percent 

fail in the first decade, so we’ve 
made it five decades,” she said. 
“Three things have helped us 
get there. 

“First, we sell primarily piz-
za, delicious pizza, and we use 
the same recipe to make our 
crust that we started with in 

1974,” Mejia said. 
“And, we’re fanatical about 

the  quality of  ingredients that 
go on our pizzas,”  she added. 
“And we believe our guests 
have always understood the 
difference between a Mellow 
Mushroom pizza and any oth-
er pizza.

“Second, each one of  our 
restaurants is unique in its de-
sign,” Mejia  said, noting the 
Faragut restaurant has “this 
cool, trippy kind of  vibe.”

And, “our staff wears really 
fun  T-shirts and creates a re-
ally relaxing, inviting environ-
ment for people.”

She said the third success 
factor is Mellow Mushroom’s 
guests. 

“As the commemoration 
of  this 50th milestone begins, 
we want to thank the Mellow 
Mushroom guests who have 
recognized our unwavering 
commitment to quality pizzas, 
munchies, salads and more for 
a half  century,” Mejia said. 
“With each Mellow Mushroom 
restaurant, Mellow owners 

have created a truly unique 
and very Mellow experience 
where guests have celebrated 
countless first dates, birth-
days, anniversaries and other 
occasions throughout the last 
50 years.”

Founded in 1974 by three 
college graduates in Atlanta, 
Georgia — and still privately 
held by one of  the original 
founders — the brand current-
ly operates 160-plus locations 
nationwide, the press release 
said. 

“In 1987, (the owners) start-
ed franchising, and the unit in 
Farragut is owned by a fran-
chisee,” Mejia said.

Beginning in June, Mellow 
Mushroom will commemo-
rate the five decades with the 
launch of  a company-wide, 
limited-time-only anniversary 
menu.

Farragut’s Mellow Mush-
room is open from 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Monday through Sunday. 

For more information, visit 
online at mellowmushroom.
com or call 865-777-6768. 

Adorable Pets
F U L L  S E R V I C E  D O G  G R O O M I N G

Lovell Heights Center
10420 Kingston Pike
865-691-9236
Visit us on Facebook APGrooming

Get your dog 
ready for summer!

Now Accepting
NEW CLIENTS!

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

ROOFROOF
REPAIRREPAIR
SpecialistsSpecialists

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

farragutpress is in need of additional Motor Route 
Carriers to deliver the paper once a week. 

Please contact Tony Christen at 865-218-8872 
or production@farragutpress.com
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MURFREESBORO — The first big blow that 
put Farragut’s ultra-talented and huge Class of  
2024-led baseball team on the state map was Eli 
Evans’ two-out, three-RBI triple down the left-
field line in the top of  the seventh inning, break-
ing a 1-1 tie versus Houston in 2022. 

The result: state title No. 1 of  this new era.
The last big play that capped a TSSAA Divi-

sion I-4A state title threepeat for this class, and 
the entire Admirals program, was Evans doing 
his best Brooks Robinson imitation to charge a 
slow tapper, make a barehand grab and fire an 
off-balance, yet accurate, throw to first base. 

This final out, which if  not recorded would 
have brought the go-ahead run to the plate for 
Nolesville (34-10), secured a nerve-wracking 
3-1 state title game win Friday night, May 24, at 
MTSU’s Reese Smith Jr. Field. 

“I trust myself  to make that play,” said this 
Class 4-A Mr. Baseball state finalist.      

“He’s done that five or six times this year,” Ad-
mirals skipper Matt Buckner said about bare-
handed putouts from Evans, one of  17 seniors, 
most of  whom have been huge contributors to 
the program’s success the past three seasons, 
with all eight position players from this class.

How good is this team, and this senior class?
“I don’t mean this to be disrespectful to any 

team in the past, but I think this is the best 
(high school) team that’s played in Tennessee,” 
said Buckner, who announced his retirement 
from coaching early this week after 699 wins 
and seven state titles in 15 FHS seasons. 

“I think it’s the deepest,” as his 2024 team has 
been ranked among the top 10 programs in the 
United States by many leading high school polls. 
With a final 40-5 record, these Ads finished per-

Alan Sloan

Winning his sixth state title as a Bearden Bulldogs head coach, seventh overall counting 2006 as an ex-Bulldogs standout player, 
Ryan Radcliffe (far left) and his SoccerDawgs are all smiles after winning the state title thanks to a 5-3 edge in penalty kicks versus 
state power Ravenwood in the TSSAA Division I-AAA state title match Friday afternoon, May 24, at Richard Seigel Soccer Complex in 
Murfreesboro. Three of Radcliffe’s state title game wins, two as coach and his one as a player, have come on penalty kicks. 

From bases-loaded 3 RBIs 
to barehanded putout

Radcliffe’s 3rd pk happy ending: ‘no goals allowed’ BHS wins state 
Nelson MVP

in three shutouts,
critical pk stop,
clinching tally 

n ALAN SLOAN  
 editor@farragutpress.com

MURFREESBORO — It 
wasn’t enough that Logan Nel-
son stopped a Ravenwood pen-
alty kick that opened the door 
for his Bearden SoccerDawgs 
to be one more successful 
pk from the program’s sixth 
TSSAA state crown.

Nelson also stepped up to 
boot home the championship-
winning pk, then was repeat-
edly “attacked” in joy by nu-
merous elated teammates in 
the 5-3 pk win after 100 score-
less minutes versus state pow-
er Ravenwood (18-3-4) in Rich-
ard Siegel Soccer Complex 
Stadium Friday afternoon, 
May 24. 

“I wanted it,” Nelson, Divi-
sion I Class AAA state title 
game MVP, said about taking 
the clinching kick.

As for the critical pk stop 
on the Raptors’ fourth try, “I 
knew in my mind where the 
kids have gone from past pk 
shootouts,” the junior keeper 

n ALAN SLOAN      
 editor@farragutpress.com

MURFREESBORO — Playing side-by-side at Adams Tennis 
Complex in search of  girls state singles crowns, Knoxville Catho-
lic’s Lillie Murphy remained unbeaten in her high school tennis 
career while Christian Academy of  Knoxville’s Allie Faulkner 
won her fourth straight Division II-A singles state championship. 

Murphy single No. 1, KCHS girls state threepeat
For Murphy, 2024 was a transition from being a doubles player 

who had won back-to-back Division II-AA titles with Eleni Liako-
nis as a freshman and sophomore. But the junior wrapped up her 
first II-AA singles state title Friday morning, May 24, by beating 
Melanie Woodbury of  Hutchison (Memphis) 6-4, 6-3.

“I’m really happy, especially following up Maeve (Thornton),” 
Murphy said about her former star teammate, a career unbeaten 
three-time state singles champ. “She’s definitely a great example 
to to follow up on.”

A Furman University commitment, Murphy said about her 

n ALAN SLOAN  
 editor@farragutpress.com

MURFREESBORO —  Mak-
ing a huge splash in Division 
II-AA with its first team state 
title at the private schools’ top 
level, Webb School of  Knox-
ville girls track and field edged 
past runner-up Harpeth Hall 
103 versus 100.50 Wednesday 
evening, May 22, in Middle 
Tennessee State University’s 
Dean Hayes Stadium.

Six individual state cham-
pions led the way: Lennox 
Langham, junior, long jump 
(18-feet-03.25) and triple 
jump, (37-11.75); 4 X 800 relay 
(9.23:78); Carolina Areheart, 
sophomore, 1600 (4:53.28) 
and 800 (2:16.17); and Jazz-
lyn Garmer, sophomore, 3200  
(10:44.47).

Other Division II-AA and A 
champs listed later in story.

Webb girls nab
II-AA state title
in track; shot 
put title repeat;
Ebbert 3200 #1

See MURPHY-FAULKNER on Page 2B

See TRACK NO 1 STATE, Page 2B

Murphy-led KCHS girls tennis 
3-peat, singles; Faulkner’s 4th

‘Best team that’s ever played in TN’ led by FHS Class of ’24,  
17 strong; end careers with state title 3-peat, edge Nolensville

See FHS THREEPEAT on Page 2B

Photos by Alan Sloan

(Above) Farragut senior shortstop 
Lukas Buckner with his parents, Ad-
mirals skipper Matt Buckner and his 
wife, Robyn. (Above right) Junior 
pitcher Cole Draper (facing camera), 
state-title game winning pitcher, hugs 
his catcher, senior Gavin Brewer. 
(Right) All smiles as one of the 17 
FHS seniors, Brennon Seigler, center 
fielder, gets a hug from a teammate. 

Left photo Alan Sloan/right photo courtesy of Jeremy Wiggs/Jeremy Wiggs Photography

(Above left) Braden Ebbert, Farragut senior standout distance 
runner, gives his mother, Tristi Ebbert, a hug after he won the 
3200-meter Division I-AAA state meet run. (Above right) Bryce 
Thompson, FHS junior, repeated as 1-AAA shot put state champ. 

said. “But for that pk, I was 
like, ‘I knew he was going that 
way.’ So as soon as I did, I dove 
that way (to his left), saved it, 
and then I got up for that pk, 
for the one that I had to take. I 
knew I just had to put it in the 
back of  the net.

“It’s a fairytale ending,” 
he added. “There’s not much 
more I could ask for. These are 
nights that you dream about. 

Saving a pk and then going up 
and finishing out the game as a 
goalkeeper, you don’t see that a 
lot, so it’s perfect.”  

“He just seems to have a 
knack,” BHS head coach Ryan 
Radcliffe said of  Nelson. “Of  
course, that’s probably just be-
ing a great goalkeeper.

“He’s confident; he’s got that 
mentality that he can do what-
ever he puts his mind to,” the 

coach added. “I’ve had a lot of  
fantastic keepers in my career 
here. I’ve been blessed with 
great keeper coaches. But I’ve 
never had a keeper that is de-
termined and confident like 
that kid over there.” 

Other Bearden pk tal-
lies came from seniors Jack 
Raulston and Dillon Sims plus 
junior Noah Price and senior 
James Lee, as the state cham-

pions end 2024 at 21-3-1.  
“I guess right now we’re in a 

habit of  winning state champi-
onships on pks on this field,” 
Radcliffe said. “I did it as a 
player in 2006, and in 2019 we 
did it. And now (five) years lat-
er, we did it again. But it’s not 
a coach’s preference.

“What else can you say 

See SOCCER CROWN on Page 2B
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(Far left) Lillie 
Murphy, KCHS ju-
nior, rolled to her 
first Division II-AA 
singles state title 
Friday morning, 
May 24. (Left) Al-
lie Faulkner, CAK 
junior, and her 
parents, Eric and 
Sharon Faulkner, 
signal ‘4,’ as Allie 
won her fourth 
straight Division 
II-A singles state 
crown Friday. 

Soccer crown
From page 1B

FHS threepeat
From page 1B

Track No. 1 state
From page 1B

Murphy-Faulkner
From page 1B

Photos by Alan Sloan

summer plans, “I’m going to 
take a few days off, go to the 
beach. But then after that, I 
have a bunch of  tournaments 
coming up.”

What’s more, Murphy and 
her younger sister, sophomore 
Lauren Murphy, contributed 
three team triumphs, com-
bining in doubles to win 8-6 
while each was victorious in 
singles, to capture the II-AA 
state crown versus Baylor 4-3 
Wednesday, May 22, the pro-
gram’s third straight team 
state title.

“She’s never lost a high 
school match,” KCHS head 
coach Rusty Morris said of  Lil-
lie. “She’s just a great fighter.

“She motivates herself  
through the positive energy 
she gives herself,”  he added. 

“She never quits running 
for a ball, plays incredible de-

Ebbert’s main helper
Becoming a distance run-

ner as a fifth-grader, Braden 
Ebbert recalled, “I almost quit 
in middle school.” 

But his mother, Tristi 
Ebbert, “kept me on the path 
of  running,” he added. “I’m so 
grateful for her.”

After what was probably 
his biggest athletic accom-
plishment, this Farragut High 
School senior standout dis-
tance runner gave mom a big 
hug just a few minutes after 
leaving the entire 3200-meter 
field behind by almost a half-
track length (9:11.04) to win 
his first state title during the 
Class AAA state meet at MTSU 
Thursday evening, May 23.

Further credit for his suc-
cess went to, “My brother and 
my sister (Joshua and Mad-
elin) and my coach, (Chelsea) 
Osborne, and Matteo Tonnos 
and Trevor Coggin, two in-
credible teammates I’ve had 
the opportunity to run with — 
they all deserve credit.” 

Thompson repeats
Bryce Thompson, an FHS  

junior, repeated as shot put 
state champion (61-feet-05.75) 
while taking second in discus. 
Other private state champs

Boys-AA: Colin Eckerman, 
Webb senior, 1600 run (4:04.55) 
and 3200 run (9:12.93).

Boys-A: Christian Acad-
emy of  Knoxville’s boys team 
earned second place (82.50 
points) behind its 4 X 800 relay 
state champs (8:19.01) and with 
senior Joshua Cross, winning 
state in the 1600 (4:25.21) and 
3200 (9:55.64).

Other girls II-AA champs 
were  Maggie Frana, Knoxville 
Catholic junior, discus (110-
05); Chloe Truss, KCHS soph-
omore, 100 dash (:12.07) and 
KCHS 4 X 200 relay (1:43.28).

about this group and the way 
that they battled, and espe-
cially the way Logan stepped 
up there.” he added.  “I mean, 
what a fairy tale ending to save 
the (fourth) pk and then score 
the winning pk. It gives credit 
to a  kid that pulled saves out 
of  nowhere there late and then 
in overtime. What an ending.”

The one time Nelson wasn’t 
in front of  the net during a 
scoring chance, teammate and 
junior defender Cole Stopka 
stopped a certain Raptors goal 
on the right side of  the net in 
the eighth minute.

“My defense has been sav-
ing me whenever I screw up 
or whenever I’m out of  posi-
tion,” Nelson said. “We know 
we have a lot of  chemistry 
between each other. There’s a 
lot of  love between each other, 
too. We’re a brotherhood back 
there.”

“I mean, it’s awesome,” said 
Raulston, a senior midfielder 
and team captain. “Our men-
tality was really high com-
ing in this game because of  
Wednesday’s game against 
Hendersonville (1-0 win). 

“We came out flying, and we 
knew we had to do that today. 
Everyone wanted it, not only 

the starters, but one through 
42,” he added. “The bench was 
in it. Everyone was in it, and 
that’s really what helped us 
get to win.”

“It all started with Logan 
Nelson holding us in the back 
line,” Sims, a forward, said. 
“Our defense was awesome. 
Didn’t let in a whole goal all 
state tournament. 

“And then Logan’s just out-
standing. I love that dude. He 
saved us,” he added.

“It started with our goal-
ie. Logan saved us so many 
times,” senior defender Nic 
Prins said. “ ... We’ve waited 
four years for this, and we left 
everything out on the field, 
and it feels so good to win, 
man. So good. So many finals 
we’ve been through, and we’ve 
lost. But this one is different. 

“This one we won because 
we wanted it more.”

fect versus in-state opponents 
this season. 

Non-senior Draper
However, one non-member 

of  the Class of  2024 has put 
state title game pitching duties 
entirely on his shoulders the 
past two seasons. Junior Cole 
Draper scattered seven hits in 
going the full seven innings 
(two walks, three strikeouts), 
with the only run scoring on a 
bobbled ball after a put-out in 
the top of  the second inning. 

“Cole Draper, what are 
you going to say? The guy’s 
thrown two complete games 
in back-to-back state champi-
onships,” coach Buckner said. 
“He was unreal today. ... Just 
a tough-minded kid. He’s who 
you want to have the ball when 
it’s on the line.”

A first-inning single by Lu-
kas Buckner, a double from 
Jake Merrick and an RBI sin-
gle from Evans (three hits to-
tal) plus a passed ball, scored 
two runs. Buckner walked and 
scored on Merrick’s second-
inning RBI single.  

“It’s a blessing to have this 
team and just have all these 
friends and just be able to com-
pete with each other for these 
last four years,” Merrick said.  

About coaching his son — 
with Lukas a former TBCA 
Player of  the Year as a four-
year starting shortstop who 
became the career hits leader 
in program history — “It’s 
pretty awesome,” the coach 
said. “Proud of  him and proud 
of  his teammates. A lot of  
emotions here, trying to keep 
it under control, but it’s a pret-
ty special day, and I’m proud 
of  these guys. They’re tough-
minded and they’re just hard 
to beat, man.”

Playing for dad “was special, 
man,” Lukas said. “There’s 
been a lot of  pressure building 
on us every single year, and 
it’s been hard to get through 
it sometimes, but we’ve always 
found a way through.”  

The state titles illustrate “all 
the work we put in day in, day 
out,” said Landis Davila, se-
nior right fielder and District 
4-4A MVP who made a sliding 
shoestring catch in this game. 
“Just to see it all work out is 
amazing, a dream come true.”  

“I just want to give all glory 
to my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ,” pitcher/first base-
man Michael Delph said. “It’s 
such a blessing to be out here. 
This group of  guys, man, so 
emotional leaving these guys, 
growing up with them since 
we were 2. ... But we went out 
with a bang.” 

“Praise God. I’m so blessed 
to be a part of  this team,” said 
senior center fielder Bren-
non Seigler, who collected his 
200th career hit during the 
tourney. “Statistically, we’re 
one of  the best teams that ever 
came through here, man.”

“It’s been a great four years 
with these guys. I grew up with 
them,” senior catcher Gavin 
Brewer said. “They’re my 
brothers. We love each other 
like no other, so it’s awesome.”

fense when she’s put in those 
situations. A very smart play-
er, works great shot patterns.”

Other KCHS victories in the 
team competition versus Bay-
lor came from Liakonis in sin-
gles and she and No. 1 doubles 
partner Payton Carroll (8-4).  

Faulkner’s fourth straight
“I had been in this situation 

three times before, so I knew 
what the pressure was going 
to be, and she had never expe-
rienced it,” Faulkner, a junior, 
said about freshman foe Noor 
Sandhu of  Lausanne (Mem-

phis, winning 6-1, 6-1).  
“Allie just keeps getting bet-

ter and better. She’s got amaz-
ing concentration,” CAK head 
coach Michael Davis said. “… 
She’s so laser-focused on win-
ning. She’s just driven to win 
every point.”

865.675.3474 • info@waycoolhvac.com • keith@waycoolhvac.com

Serving Farragut and West Knoxville since 2005

Medicare. Long Term Care. Life.
Have confidence that you’ve 
selected the right insurance 
plans for your physical and 
financial health during 
retirement.

Contact us today for 
an appointment.  
We’ve assisted clients 
for over 20 years. 
There is no charge 
for our services.

(865) 622-2265 
www.CyanInsurance.com

11826 Kingston Pike, Suite 230, Farragut, TN 37934
TN License 2371068

WorshipWorship PraisePraise&
 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 to place your ad in the 

farragutpress Worship Directory!

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

Christian Friends of Israel
P.O. Box 1813

Jerusalem, 91015 Israel
Gen 12:3 www.cfijerusalem.org

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

 FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”

  209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 3 and up.

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services 

ffumc.org/live

SATURDAY | 5:30P

SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

We welcome 
you  to the 

Westgate Church 
family!

Sundays, 10:30 AM

416 N. Campbell Station Rd.

Visit us online and in person!
www.westgatechurchknox.com

040324 Westgate Christian 1x3 Worship bw.indd   1040324 Westgate Christian 1x3 Worship bw.indd   14/2/24   9:54 AM4/2/24   9:54 AM

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided
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Tammy Cheek

Farragut High School Anchor Award winners, front row from left, 
are Class of 2024 honorees Kailey Scheafnocker, Katelyn Bruce 
and Laura Cunningham. Back row, from left, are Class of 2024 
honorees Pete Clower, William Defranco and William Cabaniss. 
They received these awards during the school’s annual Senior 
Awards Ceremony in Vicky B. Wells Auditorium Thursday, May 
16.

n  TAMMY CHEEK       
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Anchor Awards, scholarships and other honors were be-
stowed on Farragut High School’s seniors in FHS’s Vickie B. 
Wells’ Auditorium Thursday morning, May 16.

“This is a special group of  kids,” principal Dr. John 
Bartlett said. “They are a superbly talented group of  young 
men and women. 

“I’m proud to hand the baton on to the next generation,” 
he added. “We have a reason to celebrate.” 

The highest honor, the Anchor Awards, went to six se-
niors: William Cabaniss, Kate Bruce, William DeFranco, 
Laura Cunningham, Kailey Scheafnocker and Pete Clower. 

Along that line, Megan Ramsey and Austin Hankins 
earned the Beacon Award. 

Additionally, students earned scholarships because of  
their kindness hard work. Among the scholarships were 
the Michael David Greene Scholarship, which went to Anna 
Kauffman and Andrew Duhaime; Charlotte and Lendon 
Welch Scholarship to Roger McNeer; the Lafayette and Pearl 
Hubbs Memorial Scholarship, presented by FHS Education 
Foundation, to Andrea Callaway; the Commercial Bank 
Scholarship to Michelle Lin; and Prudential Spirit of  Com-
munity Award to William Cabaniss. 

Additionally, students received awards as National Merit 
Finalists and National Merit Commended Students. 

National Merit Finalists were: Karrie An (Elynn), Iris 
Chen, Elaina Conger, Grace Feng, Audrey Fey, Madeline 
Gao, Caleb Han, Jesse Hao, Danial Khan, Michelle Lin, El-
liot Mandl, Vivan Singhvi, Reuben Soans, Channing Tan, 

Scholarships, Anchor 
Awards highlight FHS
Senior Day honorees

Two Farragut High School 
and two Hardin Valley Acade-
my students recently received 
2024 Gold Awards from Girl 
Scouts of  the Southern Ap-
palachians as four of  25 girls 
honored across the region at 
a recent gala dinner/awards 
ceremony. 

Farragut’s Helen Liulevi-
cius helped restore a children’s 
play space after Catholic Char-
ities of  East Tennessee’s build-
ing was destroyed by arson. 
“(Liulevicius) partnered with 
the organization to design and 
build developmentally appro-
priate play centers,” a GSSA 
press release stated. “She also 
established low-cost, easy-to-
make toy designs for parents 
to take home, along with in-
formation on the types of  play 
essential for early childhood 
development.”  

Bailey Redmond of  Farra-
gut created a music festival to 
showcase young talent. 

“As a young musician, Red-
mond had been turned away 

GS Gold
Awards
to locals

 HVA graduates 465; BHS grads to seek ‘true joy’

Brandon Jones

Reagan Wells, Bearden High School senior class presi-
dent, got an assist from Knox County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Jon Rysewyk during a graduation ceremony down-
pour Thursday, May 23, at BHS’s Bill Young Field. 

Brown wins Hawk Award  
at May 22 ceremony

May 23 ceremony 
presses on despite 
heavy rain at field

n BRANDON JONES  
 editor@farragutpress.com

BEARDEN — You would 
have thought on the evening 
of  Thursday, May 23, you were 
getting a jumpstart on Memo-
rial Day weekend hitting the 
Bearden 50-Yard Line Swim-
ming Hole, and a graduation 
broke out. 

Yes, it was a night for 
Bearden High School’s Class 
of  2024. 

One must remember, as re-
called a couple times during 
the night’s speeches, the Class 
of  2024 had one heck of  a time 
even before the onset of  their 
freshmen year. Remember 
that global pandemic? They 
had to wear masks. They had 
to completely change the en-
vironment in which they’d 
already grown, adapted, 

n  ALAN SLOAN   
 editor@farragutpress.com

HARDIN VALLEY — With 
an announced graduating class 
of  465, Hardin Valley Academy’s 
Class of  2024 graduates were ad-
vised to “remember your roots,” 
to “trust the process,” “value the 
future” and “see beyond the way 
things are” during its commence-
ment ceremony on the HVA ath-
letic field Wednesday evening, 
May 22.

Among five nominees, Tinsley 
Kate Brown was presented the 
Hawk Award, “the highest award 
voted on by the Hardin Valley fac-
ulty and is bestowed upon a grad-
uating senior,” HVA principal 
Mitchell Cox announced. “The 
Hawk Award is presented annu-
ally to a student who exhibits 
high standards of  dependability, 
responsibility, citizenship, cheer-
fulness and moral character,” he 
added. 

Emphasizing her heritage goes See BHS GRADS on Page 5BSee HVA GRADS on Page 4B

See GOLD AWARDS on Page 4B See FHS SENIOR WINNERS on Page 4B

Alan Sloan

HVA’s Nasir Ibanez Bone receives 
his ceremonial diploma from Bet-
sy Henderson, Knox County Board 
of Education chair (6th District).

well beyond the borders of  the 
United States — and to pay tribute 
to those in her family, along with 

REGISTER TODAY 
TO WIN

 $ $200200  
from participating

Farragut businesses.
For more information go to 

www.shopfarragut.com

in Gift Cards 
and Prizes

239 JAMESTOWNE BLVD | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 865.966.7057
 WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment 
practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, 

please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
STAFF/DEVELOPER AGENDA

Tuesday, June 4, 2024
Medium Classroom – Farragut Community Center

9:00 a.m. Discussion and public hearing on a site plan for a new hotel concept 
for the property at 11320 Outlet Drive (formerly approved as a Skore Hotel), 
4.34 Acres, Zoned OD-RE/E (Land Development Solutions, Applicant)

9:30 a.m. Discussion and public hearing on approval of the Mixed-Use Town 
Center Vision Plan (Town of Farragut, Applicant)

10:00 a.m. Discussion and public hearing on amendments to the Future Land 
Use Map in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update involving the following 
locations: 1) Updating the land purchased by Knox County Schools off Boring 
Road to refl ect a Civic/Institutional land use designation, 2) Updating the 
land purchased by the Town of Farragut off McFee Road to refl ect a Parks 
and Recreation land use designation, 3) Updating the areas that are currently 
shown as Medium Density Residential and Low Density Residential south and 
east of the Ford property and the Park Place Subdivision to refl ect a Very Low 
Density Residential land use designation, and 4) Updating the areas that are 
currently shown as Medium Density Residential along a portion of Concord 
Road to refl ect a Low Density Residential land use designation in the northern 
portion and a Civic/Institutional land use designation for the Pleasant Forest 
Cemetery and the area abutting the cemetery to the north (Town of Farragut, 
Applicant)
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fp 10-Day-plus 
Press Planner
Send your events to editor@farragutpress.com — 

For more Press Planner visit www.farragutpress.com
• Knox County Health Department’s 

School-Based Dental Program is offering 
free dental services for children and young 
adults throughout June.

In partnership with Knox County Schools 
Welcome Center (535 Chickamauga Ave.), those 
ages 4 to 21 can receive several services, includ-
ing education, screenings, sealants and fluoride 
varnish.

“About 20 percent of  children ages 5 to 11 
have at least one untreated tooth decay,” ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Appointments are from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the 
following dates in June: 3-7, 10-14, 17-18, 20-21, 
and 24-28. Interpreters will be available. Call 
865-215-5131 to make an appointment.

• The real estate team of Cooper Group 
with Keller Williams will host a free “lunch 
and learn” event “Unlocking Home Sale Suc-
cess: Strategies For Maximizing Your Profit” 
starting at noon, Thursday, June 6, in Farragut 
Community Center. Lunch is free if  partici-
pants RSVP (see below). 

This meeting also would allow anyone who is 
considering the sale of  a home to ask industry 

pros what buyers are looking for, how to make 
the most from a sale, how appraisals work, learn 
about new lending solutions and how they can 
negotiate rates with Realtors. 

On hand will be Realtors, a lender, a stager 
and appraiser available for an open question-
and-answer session at the end of  the presenta-
tion.

RSVP at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
u n l o c k i n g - h o m e - s a l e - s u c c e s s - s t r a t e -
gies-for-maximizing-your-prof it-tickets-
899351142477?utm-campaign=social&utm-
content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=d-
iscovery&utm-term=listing&utm

• West Young Professionals, Farragut 
West Knox Chamber of Commerce’s YP 
committee, has now opened applications 
for its team. 

WYPs strive to provide programs through-
out the entire year to fulfill its goal “to provide 
young professionals in the Chamber and the 
greater Farragut West Knox community with 
opportunities to grow, connect and give back 
to our community,” a FWKCC press release 
stated. Visit docs.google.com Applications will 
close Friday, May 31.

HVA grads
From page 3B

Gold Awards
From page 3B

RedmondGergelLiuleviciusOsti

from events because of  her 
age,” the release stated.  “... 
She recruited volunteers, 
advertised the event and 
planned a 12-hour festival 
with more than 60 musicians 
and hundreds of  people in at-
tendance,” the release added. 

Catherine Gergel, a Class of  
2024 Hardin Valley Academy 
graduate, worked to help vic-
tims of  racially driven attacks 
with a website featuring videos 
and classes on self-defense and 
conflict resolution. “After ex-
periencing anti-Asian racism, 
Gergel created a website to help 
people find help and learn self-
defense basics, and for potential 
bystanders to learn strategies to 
safely intervene,” the press re-
lease stated. 

Nirvikta Osti of  Hardin Valley 
established music education for 
special education students after 
learning the curriculum doesn’t 
always include it. “A passionate 
musician, Osti worked with lo-
cal elementary school teachers 
to develop the curriculum and 
wrote a music book, including 
songs that help students learn 
about shapes and numbers and 
skills,” the release stated. 

Thomas Williamson, Nicholas 
Yan and Iris Ye. 

National Merit Commended 
Students were William Cabi-
ness, Benjamin Cho, Leo Davis, 
Kameron Hanson, Bhargav 
Kamujula, Chris Keum, Alice 
Liu, Audrey Louden, Adarsh 
Muralidharan, Anand Patel, 
Yogi Patel, Shashank Ramu-

halli, Brevin Swartzentruber, 
Boyu Tan,Vaishnavi Tathineni 
and Alysa Zhao. 

Rising Tide Award winners, 
who each received a computer, 
included Justice Gonzalez, 
Melina Herrera, Sama Kado, 
Danial Khan and Leo Davis. 

The National Merit Battelle 
Scholarship went to Morgan 
Albany and Iris Chin, while 
National Merit Siemens Schol-
arship went to Nicholas Yan, 

Reuben Soans and Grace Feng. 
Students also received 

awards for best representing 
their ethnic background. The 
National African-American 
Recognition Award went to 
Emma Cunningham and Lau-
ra Cunningham, the National 
Hispanic Recognition Award 
to David Broda, John Tiernan 
and Sara Camacho Comez, 
and the National Indigenous 
Award to Margaret Raines.

FHS senior winners
From page 3B

Alan Sloan

The top of this HVA graduation 
cap has a strong Christian 
message Wednesday, May 22.

other graduates’ families, who 
immigrated to this country in 
recent years — graduate Brisa 
Villatoro’s address, “Remem-
ber Your Roots” (“Recurred 
Tus Raices”), was delivered in 
both English and Spanish.

“I want to thank the people 
that helped me become the 
person that I am today,” she 
said. “… As you strive to reach 
new heights and achieve your 
goals, it is important to re-
member your roots, for they 
are the foundation on which 
you build your success.

“… We will always carry a 
piece of  all the relationships 
we’ve built with teachers, 
friends and acquaintances 
that will help define who we 
are and where we came from,” 
she added. “All the paths 
we’ve traveled, all the experi-
ences we’ve been through, ei-
ther negative or positive, all 
the decisions we’ve made have 
led us to this moment.”

Graduate Cooper Dela-
main’s address was titled 
“Trust the Process.” With his 
own “passion” for art, Dela-
main said, “Like many of  you, 
I have worried about what 
my canvas will turn out like. 
Instead of  focusing on what 
you want the end product to 
look like, I urge you to remind 
yourself  to take each step of  
the process as it comes. Trust-
ing the process means appre-
ciating where you are in the 
present moment.

“… As I take a step back 
from my easel, I can see that 
each and every one of  you has 
left a brush stroke on my can-
vas,” he added. “... We are all 
a part of  each other’s paint-
ings in some way, and I urge 

you to remember Hardin Val-
ley Academy, because we all 
know that beautiful paintings 
can’t exist without a messy 
sketch underneath.”

With his address titled 
“The Value of  Future,” grad-
uate Brand Salsbury said, 
“Strength is the person who 
fell 20 times and got up 21,” he 
added. “... I have fallen short of  
several goals I set for myself. 
...  I’ve decided that the lessons 
I’ve learned from striving to 
reach these goals may be just 
as important as the goals I was 
striving for themselves.”

In his address to the gradu-
ate, Cox said about the process 
toward making an impact, 
“Each and every one of  you 
has the power to be that spark 
to ignite positive transforma-
tion in your communities, 
your workplaces and beyond.”

Military Recognitions were 
presented by Dr. Amber Rob-
erts, while Scholarship Rec-
ognitions were presented by 
Ryan McDonough. 

HVA Choral Ensemble, di-
rected by John McMeen, and 
HVA Orchestra, directed by 
Preston Davis, performed.

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1
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625 AUCTION 625 AUCTION
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learned and studied most their 
lives. They had to navigate 
ever-changing regulations and 
methods of  educational opera-
tion. And, that was before even 
leaving the house. 

In the resonant words of  se-
nior class president Reagan 
Wells, “Our class entered high 
school with uncertainty, won-
dering if  we would have a nor-
mal high school experience,” 
going on to say the one thing 
that was certain was “we have 
not been scared to take risks,” 

such as speaking through 
electrical equipment as Knox 
County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Jon Rysewyk held an 
umbrella over her whilst she 
spoke, thunder rumbling in 
the distance.

It was brilliant.
Every graduating student 

sat as respectfully as possible 
in their wet plastic seats prior 
to all they were there to do — 
graduate. Most, if  not every 
single capped and gowned 
Bulldog, just accepted the tor-
rential moment as though they 
were getting their hands wet 
checking the temperature of  

drawing bath water. Several 
simply rose their heads to the 
heavens and let the pour-
ing rain wash away whatever 
needed cleansing.  

Encouragingly, Scott Dun-
lap, salutatorian of  Bearden’s 
Class of  2024, asked his peers 
to raise their right hands — 
as high as they could. He then 
asked for them to raise them 
a little higher. The crowd 
obeyed. “I don’t know if  every-
body saw what I just did,” he 
said, remarking on how when 
asked to raise their hands a lit-
tle higher, “everyone was able 
to give just a little bit more.”  

But as the pandemic moved 
along, so did the rains, and ev-
erybody is stronger (or will be 
more prepared later in life) for 
it.

Beneath clearer skies, Vale-
dictorian Avigail Laing re-
layed a fundamental message 
to her class: “True joy in life is 
unlocked by the heart, not the 
ego. Accomplishments don’t 
make you happy, love does.”

Overseeing the moving of  
tassels, Mustafa Akawazi and 
Lydia Cruze addressed the 
graduating ensemble. 

“We have crossed this stage 
in a symbol of  our journey,” 

Akawazi said, “from childhood 
to adulthood.” 

Cruze, instructing for tassels 
to be moved from right to left, 
said, “Class of  2024 graduates, 
it’s time to enter the next chap-
ter.” Airhorns, applause, little 
bursts of  confetti, made up the 
congratulatory air as family 
and friends of  graduates, and 
grads themselves, of  course, 
hugged, cried, cheered and cel-
ebrated, possibly the last time 
they’d ... who really knows 
from here.   

Look for a future West Side 
Faces page in June featuring 
BHS and HVA graduates.

BHS grads
From page 3B

318 GARAGE SALES 318 GARAGE SALES

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

farragutpress is in need of additional 
Motor Route Carriers to deliver the paper 

once a week. Multiple routes are available.
Please contact Tony Christen at 865-218-8872 

or production@farragutpress.com

203 HELP WANTED

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block ......................$60/mo.
2 Block ....................$115/mo.
3 Block ....................$170/mo.
4 Block ....................$225/mo.
6 Block ....................$335/mo.
8 Block ....................$445/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

Do you have a 
unique business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory!
Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

Advertise your lawn 
care business in 
farragutpress!

Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim 
made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual 
that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

home repair & improvement

RANDY THE PAINTER
Celebrating 44 Years in 2024

Commercial & Residential

PRESSURE WASHING
EXTERIOR PAINTING

Book now for BIG DISCOUNTS!
Interior & Exterior Painting

 Carpentry & Sheetrock
LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

865-522-3222
Cell - 865-455-5022

rharvey9160@gmail.com
 randythepainterandcrew.com

service directory
miscellaneous services

 Tom Farr’s  Landscaping of Any Kind 

 West Side Services • Call Tom at 368-2013
Free Estimates • Insured | License #0373446 

• Flower Gardens
• Mowing 
• Mulching 
• Shrub Trimming
• Clearing & 
  Brush Hauling
• Tree Removal
• Junk Removal

lawn & landscaping

Residential and Commercial Heating and AC Services

✯✯✯✯✯ 5 STAR RATING •  LICENSE # 71904
DNDHVACR.COM DNDHVAC24@gmail.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES       

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

State Licensed & 
Insured Contractor 

New Construction

865-281-5594   

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for Spring estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

Beautiful & Affordable Landscape Designs • Professional Installation
Exciting Outdoor Lighting • Bed Remodeling • Sod Installation

Top-notch Weeding, Pruning & Mulching

Reed Strozier • 865-258-1844 • www.dreamgardens865.com

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Testing 

Required for all employees

 FREE ESTIMATES
 865-291-8434

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

 Serving Knoxville & the 
Farragut area for 29 years
•• Interior/Exterior    Interior/Exterior   
 Painting Painting
•• Pressure Washing Pressure Washing
•• Staining Staining
•• Drywall &  Drywall & 
 Carpentry Carpentry

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
               Follow & Like us on 

Now Now 
AcceptingAccepting

Major Credit Major Credit 
Cards and OnlineCards and Online

PaymentsPayments

 • Remodeling • Siding • Decks • Gutters • Carpentry
• Windows • Home Repairs • Roofi ng

 Nominated
in City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best
2013-2023”

 HomeTek
 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 Free Estimates
Michael Yovino

Licensed General Contractor
865-368-2869

www.hometekresidentialservices.com
Licensed & Insured

West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

 ALL SEASON’S LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING ALL SEASON’S LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING
 Providing you with complete lawn service.

PREPARE FOR SPRING!
NOW ADDING NEW CUSTOMERS!

Free estimates
• MOWING • TRIMMING • MULCHING

• LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

• IRRIGATION SERVICE
• EXCAVATION & BOB CAT WORK

 865-742-0685
 www.allseasonslawncaretn.com

 Christian Owned & Lic./
Insured ~ Lee Strunk

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Everyday Deals
NO Franchise Fees
$0 Service Call - Est 2016
Spring Replacement Specialist
Dedicated to Garage Door Repair
Your Local Family Service Provider

www.HopeGarageDoorRepair.com

ENCRETE 
SOUTHEAST INC.
SCULPTURED CONCRETE 

SPECIALIST

6835 Ball Camp Pike
Knoxville

www.encrete.com

865-693-6486

 Robin 865-705-3856

 FATHER & SON
LAWN CARE

 A COMPLETE LAWN SERVICE
Specializing in Lawn Maintenance

LICENSED & INSURED
 Make Appointments 
Now for Spring 

We are 
looking for 
10 New 
Customers

• Crawlspace Repair
• Mold Treatment
• Gutter Cleaning

   & Drainage
• Roof Leak Repairs

If it’s H2O 
We’re the place to go!

865-966-4595
Foundationrepairknoxville.net
Waterproofingknoxville.com

Roofingcontractorsknoxvilletn.net

Serving Farragut, Knoxville & 
Surrounding areas since 1997

Ask About our 
SPRING SPECIALS! 

FREE ESTIMATES

www.williamsdoorco.com

865-539-0222
220 Sherway Road

 Knoxville, TN 37922

•  Garage Door Repair Specialist 
 Since 1971
•  Same Day Service by 
 Trained Technicians
•  Our Service Trucks are in 
 Farragut Every Day
•  Next Day Garage Door 
 Replacements on in Stock Doors
•  Garage Door Opener 
 Replacements

Our Showroom is Open 
Monday–Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm

Speech Pathology Services for Children 
Speech/Language Evaluations and Therapy

• Articulation/Language

• Apraxia/Autism

• Interactive Metronome

Janey Tolliver, MA CCC SLP
Farragut and Lenoir City 

For an appointment CALL 865-300-3272

Located in Turkey Creek
For more information call

865-625-4062
knoxville@peachcobblerfactory.com

We CATER it All!We CATER it All!
• Parties 
• Cook-Outs
• Church Events 
• Banquets 
• O� ice Events 
• Weddings
• Special Events & more

501 CLEANING SERVICES

Place your 
garage sale ad 

in farragutpress! 

Call Linda at 865-218-8881

 To place your Classified ad in farragutpress please call 865-675-6397 or fax 865-675-1675.

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party 15 words $47/4 weeks
Commercial 25 words $57/4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week
Display Ads 
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

600 CONDOS FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT
2 bedroom/2 bath

& 2 car garage
All on one floor.
New fridge, microwave, 
flooring, fans & fixtures.
 No pets, no smoking.

Available now.
$2,300/mo.

Plus utilities & HOA. 1-yr. lease.
623 Applegate Lane • 37934

Call or text 
865-384-5425
Visit Zillow for pictures.

 ONE WOMAN AND
A CLEANING BUCKET

 Time is Precious. Don’t spend it Cleaning!
 • WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

Call Megan at

* Honest

* Dependable

* Excellent Rates

* Great References

865-816-0234

MULTI-FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

YARD SALE
Saturday, June 1

8AM to 2PM
Glen Abbey 
Subdivision

 Behind Kohl’s
Glen Abbey Blvd. o�  

Kingston Pike  37934
Raindate, June 8th

CHAPEL GROVE
Neighborhood Sale

Saturday
June 1

8 AM -NOON
Household, Furniture,

Clothing, Tools, Kid Stu� 
Exercise equipment & more

Chapel Grove Lane 
Off  Grigsby Chapel Road at

N. Campbell Station Rd 37934  



westwestsidesidefacesfaces
6B • FARRAGUTPRESS   WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 2024 

Photos by Tammy Cheek

Farragut Intermediate School’s

Farragut’s Got Talent show
Farragut Intermediate School gave its students an opportunity to shine, demonstrating their talents, 

during its Farragut’s Got Talent show in Farragut Middle School’s Bobby J. Henry Gymnasium Friday, May 10.
Those talents ran the gamut from dancing, singing, comedy routines and playing musical instruments to 

gymnastics, ice skating on video, cheerleading and visual arts on video. 

Aishani Roy Nag plays guitar and sings

Ruth Burnette sings 
“Make You Feel My Love”

Eva Chen plays “Candlelight Prelude”

Dustin Luo plays “Just Moseying Around”

Nina Qi plays “Sonata, Op. 88, No. 3, III 
Alegro Burlesco, Friedrich Luhlau”

Tatum Walker does gymnastics to 
“Keep it Jazzy”

 Isabella Xu plays “Oquirrh Mountains Shining”

Annie Liu plays “Evening in the Country”

Mabelle Zhang jumps rope

Bethan Martin recites poem “Hope”

Abbi Guedry comedy

Lilly McBee sings “Watch Me Work”

Goa Cucksey dance and cheer

Eva Quesenberry sings “Happier”
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BEARDEN HIGH SCHOOL: Brody Benko, Jonah Kohring, Riley Mahan, Rhys Thomas, Brooks Wright
FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: Charlie Bozeman, Gavin Brewer, Lukas Buckner, Landis Davila, Michael Delph, Eli Evans, Cole Farley, Mason Grube, Braylon Hall, 

Matt Heflin, Ben Johnson, Braxton Lewis, Jake Merrick, Cade O’Leary, Stratton Scott, Brennon Seigler, Ryan Wallace
HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY: Tyler Abshagan, Bailey Byrd, Jacob Dillon, Henry Ferguson, Carter Goodwin, Ellie Greene, Caleb Jinks, Caleb Neely, Brandon Wright

A special “Thank You” to the photo contributions from Jeremy Wiggs/Jeremy Wiggs Photography (all Hardin Valley Academy seniors photos); Tammy Davis Kregel (all Bearden seniors photos) 
and Carlos Reveiz/crfoto.com (Farragut boys soccer senior photos). Farragut track & field and tennis photos submitted. All other FHS photos by Alan Sloan.

In recent weeks, three local high schools recognized their seniors at their respective Senior Nights. 
Find students from Farragut High School, Hardin Valley Academy and Bearden High School featured with their families in these pages.

SENIOR NIGHTSENIOR NIGHT
BASEBALL SENIORSBASEBALL SENIORS

Congratulations on  a great season!Congratulations on  a great season!

GoGoHawks!Hawks!
KnoxvilleKnoxville

10792 Hardin Valley Road10792 Hardin Valley Road
Knoxville, TN 37932Knoxville, TN 37932

MaryvilleMaryville  
619 Smithview Drive 619 Smithview Drive 
Maryville, TN 37803Maryville, TN 37803

MorristownMorristown
920 West Main Street 920 West Main Street 
Morristown, TN 37814Morristown, TN 37814

Je� rey J. Eberting, DMD, MS  •  865-983-3570  •  www.tennesseeorthostudios.com
Follow Us on Facebook!
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BASEBALL SENIORSBASEBALL SENIORS

LACROSSE SENIORSLACROSSE SENIORS
FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: Jay Ahn, Maddy Andrews, Kirra Benchabbbat, William DeFranco, Alli Duenckel, Berlynn Elliott, Rhett Flatford, Eddie Gofreed,

Adrian Gomez, Mackenna Hill, Seneca Hill, Ella Morton, Maggie Raines, Hennessy Wu
HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY: Zach Jordan, Jaiden Reinfurt, Louis Scalesse, Jackson Smith, Carter White, Josiah Wilkins

230 Village Commons Blvd. • Farragut, TN  37934 • (865) 671-2500 • TheVillagesFarragut.com

Life doesn’t stop after retirement, why should your lifestyle?
Your next chapter is just beginning at The Villages of Farragut.

The home you need for the lifestyle you deserve.

YOUR LIFE. YOUR WAY.
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SOCCER SENIORSSOCCER SENIORS
BEARDEN HIGH SCHOOL: Griffin Foster, Omar Hewezi, Wylder Lee, Shepard McMurray, Nic Prins, 

Jack Raulston, Dillon Sims, Shawn Spencer, Jack Tirgrath, Yasir Wirya
FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: Brooks Burnette, Jacob Daurity, Anders Deets, Ahmad El Messidi, 

Malik Hamed, Case Pappas, Peyton Simmons, Jonah Thomas, Zane Unger
HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY: Nolan Burgess, Richard Espinal, Brady Hammer, David Hart, Tito Hernandez, 

Daniel Perez, Marques Powers

8910 KINGSTON PIKE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

(865) 670-7555
doubledogs.biz/kingston-pike

Go Dogs!Go Dogs!
CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT SEASON.

8910 KINGSTON PIKE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

(865) 670-7555
doubledogs.biz/kingston-pike

CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT SEASON.

Go Hawks!Go Hawks!

CongratulationsCongratulations
Laura Ash, AgentLaura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 3793412744 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com | laura@laura-ash.com | laura-ash.comlaura-ash.com

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

Call (865) 691-6688 or visit huntingtonhelps.com

• ACT/SAT exam prep • Study skills • Subject tutoringTRAIN WITH US 
for the ACT like many of these seniors did! 

Enrolling now for individualized, 1-1 summer 
2024 ACT prep sessions! 

Dr. Steven Brock Dr. Chase Nieri

Congratulations 

to Al l  of Our Senior Athletes

1715 Downtown West Boulevard, Knoxville, TN 37919
865.531.1715 • mydentalimage.com • dentalimages1715@gmail.com

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com
865-694-4108

ACT / SAT / PSATACT / SAT / PSAT
Michael K. 

Smith, 
Ph.D.

Helping students improve test scores Helping students improve test scores 
for 40 years.for 40 years.

Taking Reservations Now Taking Reservations Now for Summer for Summer 
Individual Tutoring and Classes.Individual Tutoring and Classes.

ACT Classes Starting June 9 ACT Classes Starting June 9 
to Prepare for July 13 ACTto Prepare for July 13 ACT
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SOFTBALL SENIORSSOFTBALL SENIORS

TENNISTENNIS

TRACK TRACK 
& FIELD& FIELD

BEARDEN HIGH SCHOOL: Ashlynn L. Gonzales, Abigail G. Kelton, Allie G. Seritt, Rylee B. Sieber, Lauren R. Spainhower
FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: Anna French, Emma MacTavish, Hailey Nichols, Addison Pressley, Rilee Kate Ragan, Laney Shrader

HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY: Lilli Cagley, Bella Garcia, Jenna Hagee, Natalie Nettles, Lyneveah Smith

FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: 
Riley Cassity, Benji Cho, AJ Duhaime, Michelle Lin, Nick Yan, Iris Ye

FARRAGUT HIGH SCHOOL: Morgan Alberding, Sienna Brown, 
Sunny Coffey, Emma Cunningham, Harrison Cunningham, 

Laura Cunningham, Braden Ebbert, Alex Fretwell, Julian Gorfido, 
Bhargav Kamujula, Brady Livingston, Sarah Lyn, Toby Mitchell, 

Casey Pribish, Matteo Tonnos, Chris Valentin, Parker Willis

SOCCER SENIORSSOCCER SENIORS


