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¢ carry that
scar to this day’

Patton’s right-hand man honored; Solway Vet Memorial Dedication

By Alan Sloan

Military value kept one
World War II combat
veteran from enjoying
what would have been a
warm welcome home after
being wounded.

However, the appreciation shown for a
Vietnam combat veteran’s military value, upon
coming home following his first tour of duty,
was anything but warm.

Cecil Haun and Patton

So valued as a scout for famed Gen. George
Patton, U.S. Army Master Sgt. Cecil Henry
Haun, now 103 years young, wasn’t allowed to
be sent back to the United States for treatment
and recovery from combat head injuries.

“He got hurt three different times,” said his
son, Ronald Haun, a former U.S. Air Force
Airman 1st Class. “One of the times they had
just shot the pack off his back with a 50-caliber
machine gun. He dove under a tank, and about
the time he dove under the tank, it fired.

”He woke up in a Stuttgart (Germany) hospi-
tal with blood coming out of his ears,” the son
added. “... It busted
both of his eardrums

— but Patton still “This (Memo-
wouldn’t let him rial) means a
come home.

lot to me. We've
got freedom,
freedom, free-

“He was like, ‘not
that one, I need him
too bad,”” Ronald

recalled his father ,

quoting the famed dom.

general. ~ U.S. Army
Such were the Master Sgt.

stories Mr. Haun has Cecil Haun

told, as father and

son were alongside

Cecil’s wife of 74 years, Mary Martha Haun,
93, as the couple received a standing ovation
during Solway Veterans Memorial Dedication
Ceremony.

Held among scores of distinguished and
decorated Knox area veterans, Gold Star moth-
ers (lost sons in combat) and about a dozen
local political dignitaries, the ceremony for
this new Memorial near the Knox-Anderson
County line along Pellissippi Parkway came on
a cool Thursday morning, Sept. 30.

“He was rough as a cob. He was something
else,” said Mr. Haun, who served more than
two years in the European theater, in describ-
ing Patton after the ceremony.

Donald said his father “was less than 30
yards behind” the famed four-star general
when Patton “was blown out of his Jeep. He
said his driver had run over a land mine.”

Polis and Vietnam

The Rev. Dr. Pat Polis, a former U.S. Army
captain who served three tours of duty in Viet-
nam, told the gathering a combat story while
serving as ceremony emcee.

Flying in to serve his first tour in Vietnam in
1968, Polis said, “When I landed I was pro-
cessed in and went to a base camp, waiting for
a helicopter to pick me up and take me to my
unit.

“I was there only two hours when I was hit
with mortars,” he added. “I had no weapon and
I was still in khakis ... and I crawled under a
bench and thought I was going to die. I was 21
years old.

“I carry that scar until this day.”

Returning home after his first tour of duty,
“When I got off the airplane I got spit on,” said
Polis, also president of Captain Bill Robinson
Chapter 1078, Vietnam Veterans of America.
“I was called ‘baby Kkiller’ and ‘murderer’ and
other words I can’t even repeat.”

Fighting back tears at this point, Polis said
in reference to the new Memorial, “I hope
you understand and hope you know how much
this means to all of us. We didn’t do it for noth-
ing.

“We have the greatest country on earth
despite all the problems and difficulties,” he
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added. “This is proof of that. “We are the Land
of the Free because of the Brave, and that’s
what this Memorial shouts loud and clear.

“I want to thank everyone who has given so
much to make this happen today.”

During his opening remarks, Polis said, “It is
our sincere hope that those who traverse Oak
Ridge Highway from Knoxville to Oak Ridge,
that stretch of highway known as ‘Veterans
Memorial Mile,” will see the Memorial, and it
will evoke memories of those who served. And
we hope many of them will stop and reflect on
what these service members did to preserve
our freedom.”

Ben Atchley Home Vets

Also recognized were eight military veter-
ans on hand from Ben Atchley State Veterans
Home in Karns. Among them was Durward B.
Swanson, “one of the last surviving service
members that was at Pearl Harbor,” Polis said.

Laying of Wreaths

Laying of Wreaths featured veterans repre-
senting each U.S. military branch: Retired Sgt.
Gary Henderson, Army; Retired Sgt. Maj. Tom
Humphries, Marines; Petty Officer 3rd Class
Mike Rutherfold, Navy; Retired Maj. Gen. Rob-
ert Perat, age 95, Air Force; and Journalist 3rd
Class Mike Steely, Coast Guard.

During his address to the gathering,
Humphries, Knox County Veterans Services
officer, praised those veterans “who served
before me.”

“... I sincerely believe without your dedica-
tion to the country, I would never have gotten
the opportunity to serve,” he added.

Gold Star Mothers Sherrie McGhee of
Farragut (son, Cpl. Ryan C. McGhee, died in
Iraq May 13, 2009), and Lynn Forehand (son,
Staff Sgt. Ryan Haupt, died in Iraq Sept. 17,
2006), with husband, Jay Forehand, joined the
Wreath Laying ceremony.

Also recognized were Gold Star Mothers
Karen Ray and Patricia Lawrence.

Other recognitions

McGhee also was presented a special Gold
Star flag honoring her late son by Retired Air
Force Brig. Gen. Jim Mungenast.

TVA Retirees Association “led this ... as one
of our voluntary projects,” said Jo Anne Lav-
ender, TVARA Knoxville Chapter president,
about building the Memorial.

Among the many people, businesses and or-
ganizations she thanked for their construction
contributions, Solway Baptist Church, which
sits adjacent to SVM, “dedicated and donated
this land for the Memorial and is going to
keep it up over the years,” she added. “Pastor
Logan (Parton of SBC), we thank you and your
congregation for the extreme contribution that
they made.”

Karns High School Air Force Junior ROTC,
under the direction of Retired Air Force Lt.
Col. Chuck O’Donnell, assisted during the
ceremony.

Chuck Sayne presented Playing of Taps;
Kelly Shipe played a Bagpipe Tribute titled
“Amazing Grace.”

Final thought

“This (Memorial) means a lot to me. We’ve

got freedom, freedom, freedom,” Mr Haun said.

Presented hy
David’s Abbey Carpet & Floors
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Left: As the senior honoree among distinguished and dec-
orated veterans at Solway Veterans Memorial Dedication
Ceremony, former U.S. Army Master Sgt. Cecil Henry Haun
(seated), age 103, recognizes the standing ovation from
ceremony attendees he and wife, Mary Martha Haun, 93
(to Mr. Haun'’s left), received Thursday morning, Sept. 30.

Photos by Alan Sloan
Top/Above photos: Veterans from the Ben Atchley State
Veterans Home in Karns were recognized for their service
and sacrifice during Solway Veterans Memorial Dedication
Ceremony Thursday, Sept. 30.
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Gold Star Mother Sherrie McGhee of Farragut was present-
ed a special Gold Star flag honoring her late military son —
Cpl. Ryan C. McGhee, who died in Iraqg May 13, 2009 — by
Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Jim Mungenast, right. Also part
of this ceremony was the Rev. Dr. Pat Polis, a former U.S.
Army captain who served three tours of duty in Vietham.
Polis, event emcee, also serves as president of Captain
Bill Robinson Chapter 1078, Vietham Veterans of America.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
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A huge ‘Thank you
for your service’
message from Hayes

VETERANS DAY

DEAR VETERAN,

PAID FOR BY

By Alan Sloan

Having recognized the ser-
vice of law enforcement with
the use of billboard space he
purchased in the Knox County
area around September 2020
— known as “Dear Officer
Billboards” to answer critics
“giving police a hard time” —
prominent Farragut business
owner David Hayes made the
next logical step in honoring
those willing to lay down their
lives in the heat of battle.

He placed a “DEAR VETER-
AN, Thank you for your ser-
vice” message, which promi-
nently features a U.S. Flag
in the middle, on a billboard
along Kingston Pike near Pat-
terson’s Home Appliances and
Grassy Valley Baptist Church.

Grateful for being “very,
very blessed” as owner of Da-
vid’s Abbey Carpet & Floors
for almost a half century

(10853 Kingston Pike in Farra-

gut and also in Pigeon Forge),
Hayes added, “My goal with
the veterans is to let them
know how much I appreciate
their service, because I could
not be doing what I do if it
wasn’t for folks like them.

“I think it’s something peo-
ple take lightly a lot of times,
when our people have spent
their lives — spending years
— in the service. They just
need to be thanked. Without
them, what else could we do?
Would we have the freedoms
we’ve got?”

Recognizing “Nov. 11 is
Veterans Day, I thought,

Grassy Vall
Baptist Chufcyh

David’s

1. Abbey Carpet & Floors

Thank you for your service.

‘when would be a better time
to put a veterans’ billboard
up?’” Hayes said. “So I put a
veterans’ billboard up. It went
up about the third weekend in
October.

“It’ll be up the whole month
of November,” he added, not-
ing his plan to make this an
annual display in roughly the
same time frame.

Concerning positive feed-
back on the veterans bill-
board, “I’ve had some from

billboards in the Knox metro
area in 30-day intervals “dur-
ing the last year” until mid-
October, “the most I had up at
one time is five,” Hayes said.
“I put them in Jefferson City,
I put them in Pigeon Forge,
New Market ... we put one on
the Interstate where everyone
could see it. ... In Lenoir City,
and several in Knoxville.”

Hayes said the law enforce-
ment billboards should re-
appear next spring.

the people at church (he’s
a member of Grassy Valley
Baptist),” Hayes said.

Vet billboard motivation

Motivated to honor veterans
this way based on the positive
feedback of the law enforce-
ment support billboards, “I
had some help with the first
four or five, people contrib-
uted, and I just took it from
there and kept going,” he said.
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" Today and every day we are
grateful for our Veterans!

Quality is not an option
... it is the only

TO ALL OUR VETERANS

11681 Parkside Drive 4801 Kingston Pike
865-288-3889 865-312-5778

ILOVEJUICEBAR.COM

America is the Home of the Free
because of the Brave.
Thank you Veterans!

Josh Hemphill, Agent
11420 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37934
865-675-3999
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Huntingtonhelps!com

HoNORING ALL WHO SERVED

for serving our country &
protecting our freedoms.

Business Consuliig & Accounting, PC
Certified Public Accountants

Former.United!States,Army/Ranger. _,.#"’ - . .
Robert N Parker | i = '.-".- Home IMmprovement Professionals.

CPA, MBA, ABV, CVA ,ﬁ-’f
10265 Kingston Pike, Suite/A, ﬁgglv:ﬁlg SS%P'ke Suite #101

Knoxville, TN 37922 o
865.470.2122 865-293-0080 | mrhandyman.com
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-PARK PLACE
of WEST KNOXVILLE
A FIVE STAR SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

10914 KINGSTON PIKE | KNOXVILLE, TN 37934 | 865-675-7050

Call us today about special rates for veterans!

THANK YOU

to our veterans for
your dedication,
sacrifice and service
to our nation.
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GRAYSON HYUNDAI

Jason Zachary

State Representative

We salute those who have
served our country!

Life doesn’t stop after retirement, why should your lifestyle?
Your next chapter is just beginning at The Villages of Farragut.
The home you need for the lifestyle you deserve.

YOUR LIFE. YOUR WAY.

230 Village Commons Blvd
Knoxville, TN 37934

865.671.2500
TheVillagesFarragut.com

VILLAGES

OF FARRAGUT

“.¥ Tucson
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8729 KINGSTON PIKE ¢« KNOXVILLE, TN 37923
Sales: (865) 693-4550 Service: (865) 693-4550
Parts: (865) 693-4550 See Rick Culotta - Sales Manager
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ATHENS + 201 S Congress Pwk « 423-744-9828
FARRAGUT « 10730 Kingston Pike * 865-966-0425
HARDIN VALLEY 10838 Hardin Valley Rd. * 865-248-2340
LENOIR CITY « 1301 Hwy. 321N « 865-986-6533
MARYVILLE « 723 S Foothills Plaza « 865-983-0741
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NHC

CAVETTE

121 Cavette Hill Lane * Knoxville, TN 37934
Call to schedule your tour today - 865.777.9000

www.nhcplacefarragut.com

NHC Place Farragut Assisted Living is East Tennessee’s Premier Assisted Living Facility

THANK YOU

For your service and sacrifice

LV# Financial Group

Doing Medicare Differently.

There are programs for Veterans!
Our licensed benefits consultants can make
sure you are receiving all the Medicare benefits
for which you are eligible.

We never charge for our services.

10201 Parkside Dr., Ste. 100 « Knoxville, TN
SFGMedicare.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE.
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MUSHROOMS

19748 TN-72, Loudon, TN 37774
Open 24 hours * (865) 458-4611
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ASSISTED LIVING

. 865.441.1451

pinnacleknoxville.com
10520 Waterville Lane, Knoxville, TN 37932
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11800 Kingston Pike
Enoxwille, TH 37934
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have Worn s Uniform
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Veterans Day Salute

to All Who Served.
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GRAPHIC CREATIONS

213 East dth Ave. Knoxville, TH 37917 | B65.523 6231

THANK YOU FOR GOING
THE EXTRA MILE FOR US!

This Veterans Day we would like to express our
deepest gratitude to ALL who h served America
Wi are in your debt!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
ALL OUR VETERANS FROM

THEY. FOR ABETTER US.™

WE GIVE HONOR TO
OUR VETERANS

e Cosmetic
* Restorative
. e+Aligners *Braces
1 *Implants
*Crowns* Veneers y
*Root Canals .,

Dr. Steven *Wisdom Teeth  py Chase

Brock Nieri

DENTAL IMAGES
Steven Brock, DDS | Chase Nieri, DDS

1715 Downtown West Blvd., Knoxville, TN 37919
Tel: (865) 531-1715 | Fax: (865) 674-5498 | mydentalimage.com

Complete Family Dental Care ~ Accepting New Patients

865.693.4550

See Rick Culotta - Sales Manager
8729 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 37923

Call us for a

Special Discount
i Honoring our Veterans

$Avenir

MEMORY CARE
at Knoxville

901 Concord-Road | Knoxville, TN 37934
865.777.1500

AvenirMemoryCareKnoxville.com
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AT LARGE

KNOX COUNTY COMMISSION

larsenjay.com

our veterans. 'm proud to
support those who'’ve served our
country with distinction. Join me in

offering thanks on this Veterans Day.

Knox County Commission, At-Large,
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Paid for by Larsen Jay for Commission, Kirk Huddleston, Treasurer.
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To our men and women in uniform,
past, present, and future, God bless you and

Thank Hfou

David's Abbey Carpet &

Floor has been owned and
operated by David Hayes since
1973. He and his experienced
and knowledgeable staff

are committed to providing
customers with superior quality
products and installations,

from start to finish.

David’s daughter, Barbie Moore,
and son, Mike Hayes continue in
there father's footsteps to drive
their business with a commitment
to maintaining their business
tradition of excellence for years
to come.

David's Abbey Carpet & Floors
take pride in giving back to

the East Tennessee area. Their
derived employee charity fund
has contributed to over forty local
organizations and charities since
1998. David's Abbey Carpet &
Floors is committed to serving
the community.

Cavid Hayaes, Owner

L-Dﬂvi(tri '
' _arpet & [

— - ®
FARRAGUT m , PIGEON FORGE
865-777-0661 a ‘; 1 S 865-453-3287

10853 KINGSTON PIKE L 259 OLD MILL AVE.
DAVIDSABBEYCARPET.COM Abbt"-}" CaI‘IJEt & Floors' pavibsaBBEYCARPET.COM

“THE PERFECT HOME DESERVES THE PERFECT FLOOR.”




