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Strong exchanges on St. John Court traffic calming
■ TAMMY CHEEK      

 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Residents living along and near St. John Court, off 
Grigsby Chapel Road, listened to a solution Town of  Far-
ragut’s Engineering Department offered for traffic calm-
ing along this street during a public meeting in Farragut 
Town Hall Wednesday, Dec. 8 — but discussion was any-
thing but calm as the meeting progressed.  

“The Town of  Farragut failed this process,” said one 
resident, who declined to be identified, eliciting gasps from 
Town officials, who offered speed cushions as a solution. 

“If  there is an issue with this policy, all we can do is go 
forward and change it,” said Vice Mayor Louise Povlin,  
who also sits on Farragut Municpal Planning Commis-
sion. 

“I’m just a resident just like you. I’m volunteering my 
time.” 

“This affects two of  our neighborhoods, and they should 
have been involved in the process,” said a female resident, 
who also declined to be identified. 

“This is a time for input,” Povlin replied.  
“In defense of  the Town of  Farragut, I think you are do-

ing a great job. I love living in this Town,” another resi-
dent said. 

“Having the neighborhood for 17 years, I don’t see this 
drastic speed problem,” said the initially quoted resident, 
but added he did see a problem at a dip on St. John Court. 

“The process (for determining the cushions) is so ques-
tionable to me.” 

Durwood Swan-
son, age 100, 
one of the last 

remaining World 
War II survivors 

of the Pearl 
Harbor attack 80 

years ago, was 
surprised to meet 

the eagle, Chal-
lenger, handled 

by Lindsay Bellaw 
with American 
Eagle Founda-

tion, following the 
Pearl Harbor Day 
of Remembrance 

program at Ten-
nessee Veterans 
Cemetery, 5901 
Lyons View Pike 

in Knoxville, Tues-
day, Dec. 7. 

Tammy Cheek

Pearl Harbor survivor, 
longest-enduring POW

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
 mhollenhead@farragutpress

Storms that blew through 
East Tennessee Saturday, Dec. 
11, were to blame for the loss 
of  the newly-installed 45-foot 
tall Christmas tree in Mayor 
Ralph McGill Plaza.

The National Weather 
Service reported wind gusts 
between 60 and 70 miles per 
hour during the storm front, 
which was part of  a series 
of  deadly storms thanks to 
tornado touchdowns in seven 
states — including Tennessee. 

“A staff member watched 
the tree fall at 10:14 a.m. 
Saturday morning in high 
winds,” Town Marketing & 
Public Relations coordina-
tor Wendy Smith said. “The 
whole thing had to be cut up 
in order to get it down, so it 
won’t be back this year. It 
will be back next year — with 
guide wires.”

Reportedly, both the tree 
pole and its bottom base were 
destroyed, but the lights and 
garland were salvaged.

“The Public Works Depart-
ment put in a lot of  overtime 
on Saturday taking the tree 
down, fixing lights at Found-
ers Park and getting fallen 
trees/limbs out of  the road,” 
Smith added.

Additionally, the storms 
toppled a tree onto Dollar 
General Store, 12403 Kingston 
Pike, causing extensive roof  
damage according to store 
employees.

The storms also caused 
local and regional power 
outages, with some Farragut 
Lenior City Utilities Board 
customers losing power for 
nearly six hours Saturday.

Storm
impacts
Town

Alan Sloan

Retired USAF Capt. Bill Robin-
son, a POW survivor for more 
than seven years, came to Far-
ragut to speak Friday, Dec. 2. 

‘I’m one of the luckiest men
alive:’ POW Robinson in Town

‘Bombs all around,’
hero Durwood said

■  TAMMY CHEEK     
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Among those present at Pearl Harbor 
Day of  Remembrance program last week 
was 100-year-old Durwood Swanson, one 
of  the last remaining World War II veter-
ans who not only survived the Dec. 7, 1941 
attack — but was a hero.

Saving the life of  his cousin also sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor, Durwood said the 
program “brings back a lot of  memories.”

Now living at Ben Atchley State Veteran’s 
Home in Karns. Durwood joined American 

■ ALAN SLOAN    
 editor@farragutpress.com

As the longest-held prisoner of  war in United 
States military history at 2,703 days — almost 
seven-and-a-half  years in a North Vietnamese 
POW camp — Retired U.S. Air Force Capt. Bill 
Robinson left his Farragut audience with one 
profound reflection.

“I can truly say I’m one of  the luckiest men 
alive,” Robinson, who lives in Madisonville, said 
despite being shot down as an airman first class 
crew chief  aboard a USAF rescue helicopter. He 
was captured in the Ha Tinh Province of  North 
Vietnam on Sept. 20,1965. 

Tammy Cheek

Newton Calhoun talked to Town of Farragut
officials during a public meeting Wednesday
evening, Dec. 8, about a proposal to place
speed cushions along St. John Court.See TRAFFIC CALMING on Page 2A

See SURVIVORS on Page 2ASee ROBINSON POW on Page 4A

“We’re excited that it will help us continue to be in Far-
ragut for a very long time. I’m excited about everything 
happening down this way. I hope it continues,”

-Matt Beeler, president/founder of an area restaurant 
looking to make a great dining experience even bet-
ter. (Read story beginning on page 3A)

“My wife and I were visiting Alabama. … ‘Look at those 
crazy Methodists standing out in the rain.’ We looked 
closer ... the ‘people’ were made and not real,”

- the Rev. Leonard Turner, pastor of a church going 
extra lengths to authenticate the Christmas experi-
ence. (Read story beginning on page 3B) 

“We were super excited about him last year. To me, 
he’s one of the best-kept secrets in the whole state. 
He works very hard, plays on both ends of the floor,”

-James Johnson, head coach of a high school basket-
ball team with a special talent on board. (Read story 
beginning on page 1B)

VALARIE THOMPSON 
MBA, REALTOR, ABR, CRS, GRIPMN, RRC, SRES, e-PRO,
CDPE, Multi-Million Dollar Producer since 1995, 
REMAX Lifetime Achievement and Hall of Fame Awards

Email: Valarie@ValarieThompson.com
www.valariethompson.com
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Hibachi Style Dining
Sushi Bar • Full Bar

Holiday Parties • Take-Out Available
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Letters to Santa
This fun tradition continues this year, as 

children may drop off their letters in Founder’s 
Park at Campbell Station through Monday, Dec. 
20. Letter-writers are urged to include a return 
address so Santa can write back.

“‘Twas the Night with No Parents”
A new event offered at Farragut Community 

Center from 6 to 9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 17, ‘Twas 
the Night with No Parents” will provide pizza, 

games, crafts and a movie for kindergarten 
through fifth-grade children. Cost is $10 per 
child, and pre-registration is required at townof-
farragut.org/register. It’s an opportunity for 
parents to do some last-minute shopping, wrap-
ping or relaxing before Christmas week.

Light the Park
Light the Park, which extends from Mayor 

KCSOreports
• At 9:46 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 11, Knox County Sheriff’s

Office units responded to 10745 Kingston Pike (Costco) 
in reference to a male stumbling into the roadway. Officers 
spoke with the individual, who gave officers an incorrect name, 
date of  birth and Social Security number. Officers asked the in-
dividual again about his name, and were given a different name 
SSN and date of  birth. Officers were able to locate a church ID
with a name and a picture matching the individual. Suspect was 
taken into custody without incident and transported to Roger D.
Wilson Detention Facility.

• At 7:22 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 9, an officer responded to
a Campbell Station Road address in reference to threats.
Complainant/victim said the suspect had been making threats
to kill him since the victim’s last report. Victim also said the sus-
pect is making the threats through a witness. 

• At 8:40 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 2, a complainant came to 
KCSO West Precinct to file a report of a vehicular burglary
at a Lanesborough Way address. He advised between 9 a.m.,
Friday, Nov. 26, and 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 1, a suspect stole a
handgun from his unlocked 2019 Dodge Ram 1500 pick-up truck. 
Estimated value of  loss was listed at $450. 

• At 12:12 p.m., Dec. 1, an officer responded to 11656 Park-
side Drive (Publix) in regards to a subject refusing to leave.
The complainant, who said she is the assistant store manager, 
said there has been an ongoing issue with the suspect coming 
onto the property and refusing to leave. Complainant said she
asked for him to be removed from the property and be tres-
passed. Suspect was advised he needed to leave the property and
not return or he will be arrested for criminal trespassing. He left
the property while officers were on the scene.

• At 12:32 p.m., Dec. 1, a  complainant called KCSO

towncalendar

“I see a lot of  fast cars, a 
lot more than 30-40 miles per 
hour,” a St. John Court resi-
dent said. “It’s not just a hand-
ful of  them.”

In one instance, he said a guy 
came over the hill, going fairly 
fast, looking at his phone and 
“I had to jump out of  his way.” 

Regarding Berkeley Park, 
another resident speculated 
those residents would oppose 
the cushions because “they are 
passing through, and they’re 

having to go over these speed 
bumps, and they’d just as soon 
not do it. It’s not affecting their 
quality of  life quite as much.

“I think it’s the most effective 
solution to slow things down, 
but it’s also the most impact-
ful to people,” he added. “The 
rumble strip might be more ac-
ceptable to Berkeley Park (res-
idents) and may mitigate it not 
as effectively, but may mitigate 
it some.”

“We don’t usually look at 
rumble strips because they 
are very loud, and at 3 o’clock 
in the morning, everything is 

loud,” Town engineer Darryl 
Smith said.

“I think you have a very good 
quality-of-life issue to make to 
your neighbors in Berkeley 
Park and Battery that I think 
you should make to get them 
on board,” Povlin said.

Brannon Tupper, assistant 
Town engineer, said the pro-
cess started with a request 
Prestwick Place Home Owners 
Association submitted in Janu-
ary to evaluate traffic along St. 
John Court. 

A speed study followed. 
“(We) found that the stretch 

of  St. John Court from St. John 
Neumann (Catholic Church 
and School) to O’Connell Drive 
had excessive speeding,” Tup-
per said, adding they found at 
least 15 percent of  the cars that 
cross over the measured area 
were driving at least 40 miles 
per hour. 

“We met with the requesting 
HOA residents of  Prestwick 
Place – the traffic team for this 
application — and are propos-
ing a series of  four speed cush-
ions,” he added. 

The next phase was public 
notification. 

“This meeting is to review
the proposal with Prestwick
Place, Berkeley Park, the Bat-
tery at Berkeley Park and any
other affected residents who 
have questions or would like
to provide comment prior to 
voting on cards being mailed 
to the affected area,” Tupper
said. 

If  the residents vote to ap-
prove the speed cushions, 
the project goes to FMPC and 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
for approval. “If  it’s not ap-
proved, then it’s not eligible for 
two years,” Tupper said. 

Traffic calming
From page 1A

See CALENDAR on Page 4A

See KCSO REPORTS  on Page 4A

Legion Post 2 members along with dignitaries 
for Pearl Harbor Day of  Remembrance program 
at Tennessee Veterans Cemetery, 5901 Lyons 
View Pike in Knoxville, Tuesday, Dec. 7.

 Serving from 1939 to 1945, “I was there when 
the first bomb hit at Hickam Field,” Durwood 
said. “That was the first casualty of  the war.

“It was like all hell broke loose,” the veteran 
added. “… I didn’t have but two more weeks be-
fore I was going to be sent home. 

“Someone woke me up (yelling) ‘the Japs are 
attacking us.’ There were bombs all around 
us.”

Veteran Kyle Stooksbury, who served in 1958, 
remembered when he heard the news of  the 
Pearl Harbor attack when he was 6. “That Sun-
day afternoon, we were sitting on the porch, and 
back then everyone was using radios,” he said. 

“The important thing of  having this (pro-
gram) today is to remember this is the 80th an-
niversary of  the attack on Pearl Harbor and the 
terrific losses that we incurred; but with the at-
tack it gave us determination to see through,” 
said Jim Hackworth, program director with the 
American Legion. 

“We’ve always said, as a veterans service or-
ganization, that when an individual’s name is 
no longer spoken, he’s forgotten,” American 
Legion Cmdr. Mike Testerman said. “That’s one 
thing I hope to never do — to forget our veterans 
— especially our Pearl Harbor veterans because 
it doesn’t matter what branch of  service or who, 
we want to make sure they’re remembered.”  

Larry Sharp, coordinating the event, intro-
duced Challenger, an eagle courtesy of  Dolly-

Survivors
From page 1A

wood and American Eagle Foundation. The pro-
gram also included a presentation of  wreaths 
by South-Doyle High Army JROTC, music by 
Smoky Land Sound Chorus and speaker Tim 
Eichorn, a former Marine who shared a letter 
from another Pear Harbor survivor

Kevin Knowles, military director of  East Ten-
nessee Veterans Affairs, presented a proclama-
tion from Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee.  “Whereas, 
we are eternally grateful to the members of  our 
nation’s military, their families,” he read. 

Lloyd Pitney played “Amazing Grace” on the 
bagpipes; a rifle volley from East Tennessee 
Veterans Honor Guard  followed before playing 
of  Taps from Dan Maxwell.  

Tammy Cheek

Bagpiper Lloyd Pitney played “Amazing Grace.” 
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uct managers onsite and three 
offices in the facility, so an 
owner of  a large commercial 
company “can come in and we 
can provide signage, from the 
smallest to biggest need that 
you may have,” Maw said.

“But, we now have the space 

with a mini board room, where 
we can do a presentation on 
screen … and do (presenta-
tions) by video now,” he added. 

“Those things just come with 
time, and we’ve been blessed to 
add some of  this here over the 
last few years.” 

Originally located across 
from McDonald’s along 
Kingston Pike near Bearden 
High School, FASTSIGNS, 
opened in 1991 under David and 
Nancy Harter. Maw bought it 

businessbusiness
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Ready to expand

Tammy Cheek

Big Kahuna Wings president/founder Matt Beeler shows original 
staff member Lorna Rosson his plans to expand BKW’s dining 
room, adding a server alley where the door is behind them, and 
pushing out the wall to add more seating. 

30 years for FASTSIGNS

BKW add-on 
to offer more 
dining space, 
smoother flow

■  TAMMY CHEEK     
tcheek@farragutpress.com

 Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of  Commerce joined FAST-
SIGNS as it celebrated 30 years 
of  operation with a ribbon 
cutting at its West Knoxville 
location, 8333 Gleason Drive, 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. 

“I believe it’s a great exam-
ple of  the business overall in 
regard to the products and the 
services that we sell,” Daniel 
Maw, owner of  the West Knox-
ville franchise, said about the 
30 years. 

“Every business needs some 
form of  a sign,” Maw added. 
“Because of  that, it is defi-
nitely a needed business in ev-
ery community, so (Dec. 8) the 
Chamber helped us celebrate 
the 30 years of  FASTSIGNS be-
ing able to offer quality prod-
ucts and services here in the 
Knoxville market.”

He also told of  how FAST-
SIGNS has grown worldwide. 
“There are almost 800 FAST-
SIGNS centers all over the 
world,” Maw said. “We are in 
Italy; London; England; Ber-
lin, Germany; Canada; Mexi-
co; and Japan.

“We’ve been able to deliver 
these products and services 

with an affordable price,” he 
added. “We’re not the most ex-
pensive, but we’re really big on 
product quality.

“We’re also proud of  the fact 
that we produce over 80 per-
cent of  our products here in 
Knoxville, at our production 
center. We have 4,000 square 
feet in the back (of  the retail 
portion) that produces most of  
the stuff that we sell.

The center “been a blessing 
for us because of  some of  the 
shortages of  materials and 
so on, people who have to get 
a vendor for most of  their or-
ders are struggling right now,” 
Maw said. “They’re having to 
wait for other companies to 
produce their product … we’re 
not having to wait quite as 
much.” 

Maw, who chairs FWKCC 
Ambassadors, added, “As we 
gain experience in the market, 
we begin to grow more toward 
business clients; but yet, we’re 
also able to continue to take 
care of  the local individuals 
and retailers.

“As we grow, we’re blessed 
to have the resources to be 
able to manage and provide for 
large commercial and indus-
trial products.”

FASTSiGNS has two prod-

Photo submitted

Daniel Maw (with scissors), FASTSIGNS owner, and his staff join Farragut West Knox Chamber of 
Commerce members in celebrating his company’s 30th anniversary with a ribbon cutting at his 
franchise,  8333 Gleason Drive, Wednesday, Dec. 8.

See FASTSIGNS on Page 5A
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Service: (865) 693-4550 
Parts: (865) 693-4550 

See Rick Culotta – Sales Manager

Wishing everyone a
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230 Village Commons Blvd. Knoxville, TN 37934 

865.671.2500 TheVillagesFarragut.com
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Home for the Holidays!
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to schedule your tour

AUTO
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Mike 
Lewis
865.694.9118

mike@mikelewisagency.com

Ribbon cutting:
FWKCC at the Villages

Celebrating its second year, The Villages of Farragut cut the 
ribbon on the senior living community at 230 Village Com-
mons Blvd. near Kingston Pike, a few hundred yards north 

of farragutpress, Friday, Dec. 3. On hand for the Farragut 
West Knox Chamber of Commerce-sponsored event were 
Farragut Mayor Ron Williams, third from left; Vice Mayor 

Louise Povlin, fourth from left; Sandi Simpson, fifth from left 
(in shadow), Villages community relations director; Melody 
Matney, (with scissors), Villages executive director; Sharon 

Wender, fourth from right, Villages administrative assistant; 
Deb Gregory, third from right, Villages residents event direc-

tor; and Chamber members. 

Tammy Cheek

■   TAMMY CHEEK     
tcheek@farragutpress.com

 Big Kahuna Wings, 12828 
Kingston Pike next to South 
Hobbs Road near Dixie Lee 
Junction, is expanding its 
building to accommodate 
more guests and improve its 
serving flow.

Matt Beeler, BKW presi-
dent/founder, received per-
mission on his expansion plan 
in November from Farragut 
Municipal Planning Commis-
sion to add about 460 square 
feet to his restaurant. He hopes 
construction will start before 
Christmas and be completed 
before the Super Bowl Feb. 13.

we took advantage of  the com-
pact car parking spaces.”

As for other concerns, “I 
wish I could add more apark-
ing,” Beeler said. “If  they could 
ever level Hobbs Road with 
Kingston Pike, which would 
make it a much safer intersec-
tion, then adding additional 
parking would be so much easi-
er and way less expensive.”

He explained the back door, 
past the bar, will be opened up 
and replaced with a “server 
alley,” going from the kitchen 
to the dining room. The back 
door would move into the din-
ing room.

“So, it will make better flow 
for the servers,” Beeler added.

“Ever since we’ve been 
open, (the servers) have to 
come behind the bar with 
the food to get (to the dining 
room), so we’re just creating a 
little server path.”

Another concern server al-
ley would alleviate is the staff 
get busy near the front door 

See BKW EXPANDS on Page 6A

“We shall see,” he added and 
laughed. 

While Beeler conceded he is 
nervous about the expansion, 
he also is excited.

“People have been very loy-
al,” Beeler said. “We’re excit-
ed that it will help us continue 
to be in Farrragut for a very 
long time. I’m excited about 
everything happening down 
this way. I hope it continues.”

He does not plan to close the 
restaurant during construc-
tion, but instead will work 
around it.

Beeler said he always has 
been trying to expand the res-
taurant. However, “we were 
able to put a plan together that 
still was within the parking re-
quirements and allowed us to 
add the little bit of  space that 
we needed to add.

“I’ve been trying to do that, 
pretty much, since we opened 
(in July 2014),” he added. “The 
way this was able to be done is 



Ralph McGill Plaza at the cor-
ner of  North Campbell Sta-
tion Road and Kingston Pike 
to Founders Park at Campbell 
Station, runs nightly from 
dusk until 10 p.m. nightly 

through Sunday, Jan. 2.
New Year’s at Noon
An early commemoration 

of  the end of  the old year and 
commencement of  a new one 
will take place in Farragut 
Community Center from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 
31. The event is designed for 

the whole family and offers 
snacks, crafts, refreshments, 
games and a noon New Year’s 
countdown at a perfect time 
for everyone to celebrate. 

All participants need to reg-
ister. Cost is $2 per child, ages 
16 and younger, and free of  
charge for adults.

Teleserve Unit to report a 
theft from a Channing Lane 
address. 

Complainant said the sus-
pect, his home health nurse’s 
sister, stole $1,000 in cash and 

$1,000 worth of  jewelry be-
tween Nov. 1 and Nov. 15. Com-
plainant said she would come
to the residence with her sis-
ter on her scheduled days of  
work. 

Complainant said he discov-
ered the items stolen Sunday, 
Nov. 28. 

“I was one month past my 22nd birthday.”  
Why so lucky? “Only one out of  five air-crew 

members shot down over North Vietnam sur-
vived,” said Robinson, featured speaker during 
the monthly Concord-Farragut GOP Club meet-
ing in Fruition Café Thursday night, Dec. 2. 

Of  the “58,700-plus that were killed in action” 
in Vietnam, Robinson also noted “the fine print, 
which you don’t see very much of  … 36,000 were 
19 and under. … Of  than number, over 1,500 are 
still missing in action and have not been ac-
counted for — many will never be. 

“We send our young people to war while the 
fat cats sit there and make up plans,” he added.  

Reason for torture 
The ex-POW spoke of  “years of  boredom 

punctuated by terror.”
However, “the torture was not about military 

information, it was trying to get us to join … the 
Vietnamese Communist Party,” said Robinson, 
who received an appendectomy without general 
anesthesia among the tortures he endured. 

. “… They were trying to persuade their own 
people.” 

Robinson himself  was used for this purpose 
— without his consent, of  course — when a pho-
to of  him “was taken three days after I was cap-
tured; it ended up being on a postage stamp,” 
he said. 

Michael Christian 
One young POW, USAF Maj. Michael Chris-

tian from Alabama, “took it upon himself, say-
ing, ‘I grew up with a flag at my house, and we 
need one in our house,’” Robinson recalled. 

Christian proceeded to make a U.S. flag out of  
a combination of  clothes and other materials. 
“In the evening time he would put it on display 
in a corner of  the room where the Vietnamese 
couldn’t see it when they were walking by the 
room,” Robinson said. 

As the guards eventually found out and de-
stroyed the flag, “Mike, the kind of  person that 
he was, identified himself  as the maker of  the 
flag,” the ex-POW said. “He was severely tor-
tured. … Eventually, they brought him back to 
the room near death.”

Using “cold water, a wash cloth and prayer,” 

Christian “was nursed back to health” by his 
colleagues, Robinson said.  

Never discouraged, “with a smile from ear-to-
ear looking at his roommates, Mike simply said, 
“’Time for flag No. 2,’” Robinson recalled. 

“You never give up, you never give in, you 
roll with the punches and you bounce back,” he 
added. 

Having faith
“Playing an important part” in keeping Rob-

inson and the other POWs going “was faith,” he 
said. “We had faith in ourselves that we had the 
tools to get the job done; faith in each other that 
we would stand shoulder-to-shoulder and even-
tually return home; faith in our country that it 
would not abandon us under difficult circum-
stances.

“But most of  all, faith in our God, that He 
would see us through,” Robinson added. 

Little “outside” knowledge
Among his fellow POWs, “We had about 15 

guys who had been there over five years, and 
their loved ones only found out they were alive 
a day before their names were announced in 
January of  1973,” Robinson said. 

“… Essentially for three years we had no com-
munication with the outside world — except for 
little sugar packs,” he added. “On the back side 
of  them was a little history.

“That’s how we found out Neil Armstrong 
had walked on the Moon, on the back of  a sugar 
pack.” 

Turning point
Robinson said an intense 11-day United States 

bombing campaign, which began Dec. 18, 1972, 
was instrumental in the POWs’ release.

“We lost about 40 airmen during that 11-day 
period that gave me the right to stand here — it 
gave me the freedom to be here today,” said the 
ex-POW, who sold copies of  his hardback book 
“The Longest Rescue” during his visit.  

“I will always be grateful to them.”
Defining freedom

When the POWs began tasting freedom upon 
reaching the United States, a reporter asked 
one of  those men “‘to define freedom,’” Robin-
son recalled. 

“‘Doors with inside knobs,’” he quoted his ex-
POW colleague as saying. 
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• I was inquiring about the McFee Park addition: when
will this be open? How long has the Town been working on Mc-
Fee Park, and how much money have they spent? That’s what
I’m concerned about.

EDITOR’S NOTE: McFee Park Phase 3 costs $7.7 million ac-
cording to Wendy Smith, Town of  Farragut Public Relations &
Marketing coordinator —  featuring a Great Lawn, tennis courts,
a basketball court, restroom pavilion, pedestrian facilities and an 
access road. 

As for its opening, “We don’t have a firm opening date, but are
hoping for spring,” Smith stated in a press release. “According to 
the Engineering Department, the work is 98 percent done, but we 
can’t predict how fast the final projects will progress during win-
ter months.”

Work on this phase began in April 2020. 

We respectfully ask our readers to follow the following
Presstalk rules when submitting their opinions: 

• Please keep calls to a 90-second maximum (call 865-671-8255 24
hours a day, seven days a week);

• Please keep e-mailed Presstalks to 250 words maximum (edi-
tor@farragutpress.com); 

• Libelous and malicious comments will not be published; 
• Profanity will be edited out; 
• Comments will remain anonymous; 
• Names of  individuals or businesses may not be published (in-

cluding public figures) depending on the issue.

New Presstalk rules
• Effective with publication of  the Nov. 11 issue of  farragutpress,

no names of  any public figures or other persons will be allowed in
a Presstalk submission. 

• Also taking effect with our Nov. 11 issue, all Presstalk submis-
sion must have identification ( for farragutpress purposes only; no
names will be published with any Presstalk submission). 

Ongoing Presstalk rules

Robinson POW
From page 1A

Calendar
From page 2A

KCSO Reports
From page 2A

Some restrictions may apply. © 2015 Annex Brands, Inc. Not all services offered at all locations. 
Each location is independently owned and operated. For franchise information call 866-964-3142.

pa14023@postalannex.com | www.postalannex.com/14023

We ShipWe Carry

&

9234 Kingston Pike, 
Knoxville, TN 37922

865-221-8846

Let us handle 
all your 
Santa Gifts 
this Christmas!

KINGSTON PIKE IN FARRAGUT

865-7 7 7-1181 
internationalflairjewelers.com

Unique & Classic Jewelry for your
loved ones this Holiday Season. 
The Gifts they will cherish forever.

Holiday Hours:Holiday Hours:
Monday - Saturday 

10 am -8 pm
Sunday 1 pm-6 pm

Private appointments available after hours

EARLY DEADLINE
The farragutpress office will be closed Friday, 

December 24th in observance of Christmas. 

Our deadline to advertise in the December 30th paper 
will be at 12 noon, Thursday, December 23rd.

Don’t miss out, call 675-6397 to advertise.

11863 Kingston Pike • Farragut, TN 37934

865-675-6397 • www.farragutpress.com
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Premier Eyecare staff members, from left, Sarah Hill, Dana Van-
dergriff, Rachel Dudek and Jessica Valentine, welcome Farragut 
West Knox Chamber of Commerce members to a FWKCC net-
working, which Brent Fry, OD, and his staff at Premier Eyecare, 
11111 Kingston Pike, hosted Nov. 18.

Tammy Cheek

FWKCC networking
Tammy Cheek 

Stella Currier, cosmetologist, 
has opened her new business, 
Stella Currier Hair, in Turkey 
Creek’s Sola Salon Suites, 
11324 Parkside Drive. 

■  TAMMY CHEEK     
tcheek@farragutpress.com

After years of  cutting and 
coloring hair, Stella Currier 
opened Stella Currier Hair 
in Turkey Creek’s Sola Salon 
Suites, 11324 Parkside Drive, 
the day before Thanksgiving. 

Having been in the hair sa-
lon business for 25 years, she 
was co-owner of  Salon Chet-
ella in Farragut for 10 years.

“I’ve always been in Far-
ragut,” but “I’m getting older 
and I need things easier,” Cur-
rier said. “So far this has just 
been easier, less stress. 

“That has been my goal — to 
have less stress,” she added. “I 

can come in, do my job and not 
have to worry about  all the ex-
tras now.” 

In her new salon, she cuts 
and colors hair, specializing in 
grey coverage and blonding — 
highlights and hand-painted 
Balayage. 

However, she does not do 
perms. 

Currier is open from 10 
a.m .to 4 p.m., Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays;  from noon to 6 
p.m.,  Thursdays; and from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Friday. 

She is closed Saturdays, 
Sundays and Mondays.

To book an appointment, 
visit her website, www.stella-
currierhair.com. 

• Unique Cognitive Lifestyle 

• Licensed Nurses 24/7 

• Certifi ed Dementia Practitioners

• Customized Care Plans • Specialized Activities

• Round-Table Discovery

901 Concord Road | Knoxville, TN 37934

www.AvenirSeniorLiving.com

CALL FOR YOUR TOUR TODAY! 865-777-1500

A Grayson owned 

dealership

Genes i s  of  Wes t  Knoxv i l l e

8729  K ings ton  P i ke  |  865 .693 .4550

See Rick Culotta - Sales ManagerSee Rick Culotta - Sales Manager

WWW.GENESISWESTKNOXVILLE.COMWWW.GENESISWESTKNOXVILLE.COM

Silver Level Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

Platinum Level Sponsors

Media Sponsors

Community Sponsors

SATURDAY • JANUARY 8 • 10 AM to 3PM
FARRAGUT COMMUNITY CENTER • 239 Jamestowne Blvd

Just north of Village Green Shopping Center and Planet Fitness on Campbell Station Road

Featuring over 2 dozen local businesses who specialize in the care of the human body, mind and spirit! 

Patrons can visit booths from a wide variety of services and retail.

 Parking is available at the Community Center and close by 

at Village Green Shopping Center.

PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES

Beltone

American Home Pro 

University of Tennessee Medical Center Advanced 

Orthopedic Center & Bariatric Program 

MediSpa at Choto

Arbonne International/GoHealtyTN

Cool Sports

Root Journey

Clean Eatz

Blue Ridge Yoga

The Smoky Rose Boutique

Select Physical Therapy

Optimal Health

Garde Bien Spa and Salon

Anytime Fitness

Revvl Health & Chiropratic

Simply Physio

West Bikes

Hutchison Rehabilitation Inc.

OsteoStrong of Farragut

Raven Originals

Core Change

Bio-Pure

Cory Gerlach with Edward Jones Financials 

ACTFAST-CPR, Inc.

THIS IS A SPECIAL ASSOCIATED ACTIVITY

*LEND A HAND, SAVE A LIFE: 

Learn CPR and AED Usage for all ages. 

Time: 10:30am-12:30pm. 

Community Center Classroom.

Class size is limited.  Cost is $40. 
Registration Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080B4CA5A623A5FE3-cprand

Shop Farragut in partnership with the Town of Farragut will host the second 

A SPECIAL FREE EVENT FOR OUR COMMUNITY!four-and-a-half  years ago.  
He explained the company 

produces and offers all realms 
of  signage. 

“We rebranded Farragut 
High School’s football stadi-
um,” Maw added. “Probably 
the only thing we don’t do is 
billboards on the highway.

“We print. We do whatever 
your requests are,” he added. 
“We have a truck bay in the 
back, where we can wrap ve-
hicles. 

“This past summer, we actu-
ally wrapped three oil tankers.” 

The company also provides 
real estate signage.

“We can produce those right 
here, and what gives us the ad-
vantage is we don’t have to or-
der them from somebody else 
and wait on them,” Maw said. 
“We print them right here and 
then we install them.

“Our slogan is ‘We are more 
than fast and we are more 
than signs’ because we offer 
so much more.”

In addition to walk-in ser-
vice, customers can visit on-
line at fastsigns.com (look 
for Center 134) or by e-mail at 
134@fastsigns.com

FASTSIGNS
From page 3A

business-
briefs

• Knoxville Bar Associa-
tion passed its president’s 
gavel from Cheryl G. Rice,
a civil litigator with Egerton 
McAfee Armistead & Davis, 
P.C., to Jason H. Long, a mem-
ber of  the Knoxville law firm of  
London Amburn during KBA’s 
annual meeting Friday, Dec. 
10. Other 2022 KBA officers are 
president-elect Loretta G. Cra-
vens, Cravens Legal; treasurer 
Catherine E. Shuck, East Ten-
nessee Children’s Hospital; and 
secretary Carlos A. Yunsan,
Tennessee Appellate Courts.

KBA members elected their 
four-person Board of  Gover-
nors: Ursula Bailey, Law Office 
of  Ursula Bailey; William A. 
Mynatt Jr.; Lewis Thomason, 
P.C.; and Vanessa Samano, Sa-
mano Family Law. 

Charles Swanson received 
KBA’s highest award, the Gov-
ernors’ Award, given annually 
to a lawyer whose peers believe 
has brought distinction and 
honor to the legal profession.

The Presidents’ Award for 
2021 was presented to Mohamed 
Faizer and Carlos Yunsan, co-
chairs of  KBA’s Diversity in the 
Profession Committee. 

The award for outstanding 
writing was presented to Bailey 
for her article, “I Am Not OK,” 
which appeared in the August 
issue of  the KBA monthly mag-
azine DICTA.  
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Giving back to Toys For Tots

Photo submitted

Simply Physio and Chesney Dentistry, both in the Chesney Build-
ing at 111 Loudoun Road in Farragut, recently teamed up to 
collect toy donations to fill a box for Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
For Tots campaign, which John Mark Chesney, owner of Simply 
Physio, said was a great success: the box was overflowing with 
toys by the time it was picked up last week.

A big anniversary gathering 
took place earlier this fall at 
Be Well Anti-Aging & Weight 
Loss, 10918 Kingston Pike, 
as it celebrated one full year of 
operation in Farragut. Guests 
and customers  received vari-
ous product and services give-
aways — which also included 
gift certificates from area busi-
nesses — along with sampling 
tasty treats of all kinds while 
meeting and greeting employ-
ees and other guests/custom-
ers. That included Jill Price, 
Bell Well RN, left, in front of 
her oldest son, Mason, 10, 
who enjoyed the moment in 
front of his younger brothers, 
Graeme, 8 (holding food), and 
Hudson, 6 (orange T-shirt). 
They were joined by Tiffany 
Palmer and her daughters, 
Harper, 4, and Kate, 7.

Be Well celebrates ‘1st’

Alan Sloan

with people waiting for a table 
or to-go orders. With the serv-
ers currently having to go 
from the bar into the people 
coming in to get to the dining 
room, “it all just clogs up (at 
the front),” Beeler said.

“So (the expansion) will 
make it much easier for every-
body,” he added. “We’ll be able 
to move the host stand to a 
more prominent position, our 
waiting area (will be) expand-
ed here for people … the new 
server alley will allow (the 
staff) not to come from behind 
the bar with food. They’ll be 
able to come straight out into 
the dining area.”

However, Beeler said the 
main change will be the ex-
panded dining area.

“We’ll be able to go 
from eight tables to 17 and 
also might not be so tight 
with the tables,” he added. 
“We’ll be able to be a little 
bit more open, which will be 
more enjoyable for everyone 

BKW expands
From page 3A

sitting down.
“We’ll be able to handle 

bigger parties we haven’t been 
able to handle in the past 
and bring in some more of  
the elements we currently 

have in here.”
Additionally, the expan-

sion would allow him to re-
distribute the HVAC system to 
make the dining room more 
comfortable.

We are Eastern Tennessee’s premiere choice for 
blinds, shades, shutters, and drapery. We offer 

quality custom window treatments for both 
residential and commercial clients. 

Our experienced team is dedicated to help you create 
a space that refl ects your style and personality.

F R E E  I N  H O M E  C O N S U LTAT I O N
*Shutters *Woven Woods 

*Roller & Solar Shades *Draperies 

*Roman Shades *Cellulars 

*Wood & Faux Wood Blinds 

*Cordless & Motorized 

Options Available

865-386-6574 • Blindsandmore.org • blindsandmoreknox@gmail.com | https://g.page/Blindsandmoreknox

Blinds & More E. TN, Who are They?

Merry Christmas 
f r o m  B l i n d s  &  M o r e

Blinds & More is a family owned husband and 
wife team dedicated to humbly serving their com-
munity by offering quality custom window treat-
ments at a fair and honest price. Robbie and Jamie 
Kidd have over four decades of design and sales 
experience.

Only recently married, they decided to com-
bine their professional careers in sales, marketing 
and design to forge a business together “Where 
we can serve others”, said Robbie Kidd. Robbie’s 
background is medical sales and marketing but his 
true gift is his ability to relate so well with others. 
This gift helps him uncover the clients true needs 
and more importantly their budget. “Our goal is to 
install a quality product the client is truly excited 
about at a fair price”, Robbie says. “With costs on 
the rise all across the board with COVID, Blinds & 
More is dedicated to meet the clients expectations 
and budgets.”

The Kidd couple genuinely care about their cli-
ents and want to do what’s best for their clients even 
when issues arise. “Let’s face it,” they say, “with all 

the back orders, vendor issues and freight damage, 
there are defi nitely gonna be issues from time to 
time, it’s how you handle it. We don’t bail, we try to 
stay ahead of the issues and follow through on every 
expectation set. We want pleased and honestly more 
than just satisfi ed clients at the end of the process!” 

Jamie’s design background and her specialized 
focus on window treatments combined with a 
quick eye and ability to discern her clients likes and 
dislikes makes meeting expectations a breeze. “They 
live there, I don’t, is probably the thing I say the 
most. I want them to feel comfortable and love their 
selections”, she says. “Our love for people combined 
with my love for design makes my job a pleasure, I 
truly am one of the lucky ones to be able to do what 
I love and I think it shows.” 

Blinds & More is truly committed to serving 
our community with quality products and excellent 
service. “We are an all inclusive custom window 
treatment design service from start to fi nish.” The 
Kidd couple says. “So give us a call today and Let 
our Family serve Your Family.”

Jamie Kidd Robbie Kidd

o are They?

o r e
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EXIT TLC REALTY
Trust - Loyalty - Commitment

865-816-3094
149 Kelsey Lane, Ste. 102 | Lenoir City, TN 37772

Wishing you a Wishing you a 
very Merry Christmas!very Merry Christmas!

Santa’s number is now live! 951-262-3062 Give him a call!

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

 Wishing you & your 
family a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year!

 Tis the season for memories of Christmas past  Tis the season for memories of Christmas past 
& for the joy of this Christmas Season. & for the joy of this Christmas Season. 

Celebrate the gift of Christ.Celebrate the gift of Christ.

Jacqueline Burg
Bus: 865-474-7100 • Cell: 865-257-1624
10160 Parkside Dr. •  Knoxville, TN 37922

Independently Owned & Operated



Farragut
Landoak

10255 Kingston Pike (865) 693-3232

Bearden
109 Northshore Dr. Ste 200 

(865) 588-3232

North
3232 Tazewell Pike (865) 688-3232

Maryville
1213 W Lamar Alexander Pkwy (865) 983-0011

Ebenezer at Westland
8915 Linksvue Drive (865) 531-2020

Oak Ridge
190 North Purdue (865) 482-3232

Emory Road
2322 West Emory Road (865) 947-9000

 Tim HathawayTim Hathaway 
Multi-Million Dollar ProducerMulti-Million Dollar Producer

 Cell: 643-3232 Offi ce: 693-3232Cell: 643-3232 Offi ce: 693-3232
 www.timhathaway.com www.timhathaway.com 

E-mail: tim@timhathaway.comE-mail: tim@timhathaway.com

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

 EMMA BEA STALLINGS
 CRS, GRI, ABR, BS

ebstall@aol.com •  865-693-3232 • 865-607-3607
 Personal Care, Personal Service

HARDIN VALLEY
11 ACRES • $349,900-IN PENDING

 Thank you for a   
     great 2021! 
Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas!
Pam Owen, Realtor   865-693-3232
 www.pamowen.com • pam@pamowen.com

MEGAN
STANSBURY

865.850.6347 Cell
MeganStansbury@gmail.com
www.MeganStansbury.com

Office:

865-693-3232

10255 Kingston Pike

Happiest
of 

Holidays
to you 

and
yours!

C: 865.388.8768 
O: 865.693.3232
kristonwilson@me.com
kristonwilson.com

10255 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN  37922
License #327828 | 

Ofc License #213347

LAUREL RIDGE

WESTLAND OAKS

THE WOODS AT CHOTO 

THE RESERVE AT   
     HICKORY CREEK

COMING IN 2022: 
TREND COLLECTION AT BEELER FARMS (GIBBS COMMUNITY)

TREND COLLECTION AT CLOVER MEADOW (MARYVILLE, TN)

TREND COLLECTION AT EMORY GREEN (KARNS COMMUNITY)

Terry Goodson
Realtor®, ABR, GRI, e-pro

865.696.2759 Direct
865.693.3232 Offi ce
10255 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37922

Sold@TerrySellsKnoxville.com 
 WWW.TerrySellsKnoxville.com

WISHING YOU &

YOUR FAMILY
a Very Merry Christmas 
& Joyful Holiday Season.

 10255 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 37922 | (O) 865-693-3232 | (C) 865-804-0998 | (F) 865-244-3630 | Carrie@CarrieDougherty.com

 Carrie  Carrie 
Dougherty, Dougherty, 

REALTORREALTOR ®®, e-PRO , e-PRO ®®

Wi shing you a
Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

 693-3232 | 604-2187  thepigotts@gmail.com

ALICE 
PIGOTT 

Cell 865-591-6004 or Offi ce 865-693-3232
Real Estate Broker, ABR, AHWD, CRB, CRS, GRI, PMN, SFR, & SRS

10255 Kingston Pike • Knoxville, TN 37922 • Fax 865-244-3733
License #225762

Each offi ce independently owned & operated

Many Blessings 
in 2022!

Wishing You JoyWishing You Joy 
for the Holidays 
and New Year

Barbara LowryBarbara Lowry 
ABR, CRS ABR, CRS 

865-567-6671 cell865-567-6671 cell
lowrybarb@aol.comlowrybarb@aol.com

Looking forward 
to 2022!
Enjoy your 

Holiday Season!

Terri Kerr | Kerr + Co.
Broker, Realtor

e-Pro, ABR, CNHS, 
RCC, SRS, SRES

865-693-3232 (Offi ce)
865-274-8255 (SELL)

Making it Real....(Estate)

www.TerriKerr.com

Susan Calabrese, 
Realtor®

Mobile:(865) 591-9204 
Office:(865) 693-3232

www.SusanCalabreseRealtor.com

Julie Radachy REALTOR®

PSA, e-PRO, CSA, SRES Tennessee License #351330

P: (865) 588-3232
M: (865) 279-9185

https://knoxvilleradhome.com/
julieradachy@realtyexecutives.com

Realty Executives 
Associates

‘Rad’ Homes for You and Your Pets!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!MERRY CHRISTMAS!

www.christianmerrill.com
christian@christianmerrill.com

865-414-6884

 REALTOR, MBA, CRS, 
e-PRO, RCS-D, SRES

CHRISTIAN   CHRISTIAN   
    MERRILL    MERRILL

Your Real Estate Resource since 1988
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1111 Northshore Dr Ste N-600

Knoxville TN 37919

Office: 865-694-5904

www.judyteasley.com  

judy@judyteasley.com

Judy Teasley

Each office independently owned and operated

8A • FARRAGUTPRESS   THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 

KINGSTON HILLS LOT

COBBLY NOB

94.12 ACRES IN HARDIN VALLEY

422 KENDALL ROAD

Vacant wooded lot over 1/2 acre. Ideal for basement 
rancher. Convenient to shopping, schools. $69,900 

(MLS 1082477)

COBBLY NOB LOTS, GATLINBURG

MLS#1150472 Lot 11 Black Gum Gap ................................ $70,000

MLS#1150473 Lots 51/52 Sunshine Trl/Butler Branch Rd .. $39,000

MLS#1150474 Lots 71/72 Pine Top Lane. .......... PENDING  $49,900

1928 MARIETTA CHURCH ROAD

94.12 acre parcel in the heart of Hardin Valley. Hardin Valley Schools. 

Natural gas and sewer to be installed at the utility easement on Marietta 

Church Road. Four inch water main is all ready installed on the property. 

Fabulous views of the Cumberland Mountains, lovely pastures, fruit tree 

orchard, and wooded areas as well as a pond. Road has been cut through 

the property. Wonderful potential for a gracious entry. Zoned agricultural. 

Will not divide. The only easement on the property is a permanent utility 

easement at the road. 463 feet of road frontage.  $4,200,000 (1148030)

KW Quadruple Gold Award 2018

1318 Turning Leaf Lane.  Master on the Main Plan, Two car 
side entry Garage, Brick and Siding Home, 9’ ceilings on Floor 1, 
8’ ceilings on Floor 2, 11’ ceilings in Family Room, Dimensional 
Shingles, 2 ½ Baths, 3 Bedrooms, Large Laundry, Hardwood Floor-
ing on Floor 1 except for Master Bedroom, WIC, Master and Laun-
dry, Ceramic Tile Flooring in Master Bath, Bath 2, Laundry. Carpet 
Flooring in bedrooms, closets, Hardwood Steps, Gas fireplace, 
Built-ins 17, Tray ceiling in Master Bedroom, Granite Kitchen, Bath 
and Laundry Tops. Sentricon Pest System, Natural Gas Heat, Natu-
ral Gas Water Heater, Electric Range, Electric Dryer, Crown molding 
on Floor 1 except for vaulted ceiling areas and closets. Professional 
Warranty Service Corp. (10 yr). Screened porch. Community salt water pool, clubhouse with exercise room, and kitchen, sidewalks. Choto 
area near lake and parks. $625,000 (1143143)

6409 Westland Drive.  Sold ‘’As-Is’’. Rare opportunity close in 
west. Prime real estate. Gorgeous lot just under 3/4 acres with a 
4 bedroom 2 bath 2 car garage home. Natural light from the front  
to back through the living room and dining area. Kitchen with  
solid surface counter tops and stainless steel dishwasher. Main level 
bath with walk in shower and make up nook. One bedroom on main 
level with washer dryer connections. Endless potential. Charm-
ing creek in front yard. Convenient to Lakeshore Park and West 
Town Mall. Dir: West on Kingston Pike to L Northshore Drive to R 
Westland Drive to house on right past Sherwood Drive. $449,500 
(1170092) 

2140 Indian Hills Drive  Custom one owner Barber McMurry home in Riverbend. 
Great charm and character. Stone entry. Hardwood in the living room, kitchen, and 
family room. Built ins in the living room & family room in true Barber McMurry 
style. Premium lot with mature landscaping on 1.6 acres. At the end of the street 
close to the cul de sac. 4 bedrooms 3 baths. Beamed ceilings in the living room 
and family room. Two massive stone fireplaces. Lower level has a large family room, 
plus an additional room & full bath down. Walk out lower level. Sellers are not war-
ranting older barn in the back yard. Fenced back yard. Close in west w/county taxes. 
Membership to the Peninsula Club with pool & tennis is available to homeowners. 
Winter lake views from the master bedroom and deck. Near Duncan Boat Dock. Sold 
‘’As Is’’. $524,900 (1172721)

NEWPRICE

PENDING

SOLD

SOLD

COPPERSTONE

WESTLAND DRIVE

RIVERBEND



of  the third, however, CAK would score
but 12 points and trail 42-41 at the end of  
three. It was anybody’s game.

The Lady Warriors promptly opened the 
fourth by scoring the first seven points, 
and never trailed again as they held on to
win 59-53 and improve to 5-5 overall, 2-0 in
District 1 East Region, Division II Class A.

CAK head coach Abby Williams said her
first career win versus Lakeway was espe-
cially sweet. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” she said.
“They’ve been a powerhouse. They have 
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Green named TN 
Softball-Fast Pitch 
Coach of the Year

Nick Green, Farragut High School varsity softball head
coach who led his Lady Admirals to the TSSAA Class AAA 
state championship last season, “has 
been selected as the 2020-21 Tennessee 
Girls Softball-Fast Pitch Coach of  the 
Year,” according to a press release from 
Dr. Karissa L Niehoff, executive direc-
tor of  National Federation of  State 
High School Associations. 

“This year’s honorees were selected 
based upon their coaching performance 
in the 2020-21 school year, lifetime com-
munity involvement, school involve-
ment and philosophy of  coaching.”

Solid FHS revenge with Rogers 
means win No. 200 for Mayfield

■ ALAN SLOAN      
editor@farragutpress.com

Holding Sevier County without a point for more than 10
minutes in the second half  — down to the final two min-
utes of  regulation  play — Farragut’s boys had overcome
as much as a 12-point deficit while trailing 30-24 entering
the final quarter. 

But a 34-32 Admirals lead was erased by Smoky Bears
standout power forward Cooper Takacs’ two free throws 
with 1:34 to play. 

After a turnover with 40 seconds left prevented Far-
ragut from getting the game’s last solid scoring chance in 

Green

■ ALAN SLOAN      
editor@farragutpress.com

With the return of  standout senior point guard Keeleigh
Rogers from injury, Farragut High School girls varsity
hoops capped off a special night at home Monday, Dec. 13.

Thanks to its four-game winning streak, culminating
with a 59-42 victory against a Sevier County team that beat
them by 9 points on the same court 23 days prior — inside 
FHS’s Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium — head coach Jason
Mayfield reached a milestone as Lady Admirals skipper.

Monday’s win was his 200th as Farragut head coach. “I
told the people that have asked me, ‘That’s just a reflec-
tion of  a lot of  good players when you have 200 wins,’” said 
Mayfield, in his 11th season guiding the FHS varsity girls 
program. “It’s a cool accomplishment — but we’ve got
higher goals than that.” 

With OT payback at Fulton, Ads
win 4 straight — but fall Monday

A new Hall of Fame

See LADY ADMIRALS on Page 2B

See FARRAGUT BOYS on Page 2A

■ BILL HOWARD
Correspondent

KNOXVILLE — When 
Christian Academy of  
Knoxville’s girls’ bas-
ketball team led Lake-
way Christian Academy 
29-16 early in the second 
period at home Friday 
night, Dec. 10, the lead 
seemed comfortable.  

A 19-2 burst created 
the lead.

For most of  the second quarter and all 

■ BILL HOWARD   
Correspondent

KNOXVILLE — It was the Luke 
Carter show Friday night, Dec. 10, at 
Christian Academy of  Knoxville. 

The junior guard poured in 35 
points — scoring every way possible 
— as the Warriors defeated Lakeway 
Christian Academy 67-50. CAK im-
proved to 6-4, 2-0 in District 1 East 
Region, Division II Class A.

“He’s a very, very talented guy,” 
Warriors head coach JD Johnson 
said of  Carter. “We were super ex-

cited about him last year. To me, 
he’s one of  the best-kept secrets in 
the whole state. He works very hard, 
plays on both ends of  the floor.”

Carter’s long three at the first-
quarter buzzer made it 13-6 Warriors 
after one period. 

CAK played only six boys in the 
game — five of  them scored in the 
second period. Senior guard Denzel 
Jackson led with five, as Warriors 
were on top 29-15 at intermission.

Nathan Benton’s three with 5:59 

Among four individual former high 
school cross country champion 

inductees into the Inaugural 
Knoxville Metro Cross Country 

Hall of Fame Class Monday night, 
Dec. 6, were (near right) Aaron 

Templeton, an All-American, two-
time Class AAA state champion 
and four-time All-state honoree 

with Hardin Valley Academy (HVA 
Class of 2014). Also inducted was 

Tony Cosey (far right), a former 
U.S. Olympic distance runner, 
seven-time All-American at UT, 

former head coach of CAK track 
& field teams and current assis-

tant at Webb School of Knoxville. 
Also inducted (not pictured) were 

former Knoxville Catholic All-Amer-
ican and state champion Joanna 
Thompson (Class of 2011) and 

fellow champ Christy Baird.
(Right)  Bryan Brown, HVA cross 

country and track & field head 
coach who led his Hawks XC boys 
team to a second straight Division 

I Class AAA state championship 
in November, was named Metro 
Knoxville Cross Country Coach 

of the Year during the annual 
MKCC banquet, which was held in 

Rothchild Catering & Conference 
Center in West Knoxville Monday 

Night, Dec. 6. Presenting the 
award was Chelsea Osborne, Far-

ragut High School cross 
country head coach.

Photos by Alan Sloan

  

See LADY WARRIORS on Page 2BSee CAK BOYS on Page 2B

Williams

Sixth Annual Metro Knoxville Cross Country Banquet also served as MKCC’s Inaugural Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony Monday night, Dec. 6, in Rothchild Catering & Conference Center. While four indi-
vidual former high school cross country stars were inducted (see below), Farragut High School’s 1984 
Class AAA state champion girls team, above, was named as the first girls team inductee. Introduced 
by their former coach, local cross country/track & field coaching legend Bill Parker, ex-teammates 
are, from left, Katherine Marshall Moore, Sue Anne Heins Perry, Jeanne Heydet Harkins, Kelley Officer 
Butts, Angie Long, Mary Helen Little Story, Elizabeth Goeser Womack and Melanie Burke Ruhlman.

M E M O R Y   C A R E
at Knoxville
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its half-court offense, Takacs 
converted his own missed re-
bound shot with just .4 of  a 
second to play, allowing Sevier 
County (6-2) to escape FHS’s 
Lynn E. Sexton Gym with a 36-
34 win Monday night, Dec. 13. 

“A tough game. Two good 
teams playing great defense,”  
Ads skipper Jon Higgins said. 

About only scoring 34 points, 
“Sometimes you’re going to 
have those games during the 
season,” the coach added.

Minus starting senior point 
guard Carter Mayfield and
starting senior wing Elisha 
Brabson (injuries), FHS (8-3) 
saw its four-game win streak 
end — which included a 65-62 
overtime win at Fulton Tues-
day, Dec. 7, to avenge an earlier
home loss to the Falcons.

Senior guard Dillon Atwell 
led Farragut in scoring ver-
sus Sevier with 12, followed
by wing/post Dallas Carbaugh
with nine. Ryan Neal scored
seven and Isaiah Smith six. 

Takacs led Sevier County 
with a game-high 19 points. 

While senior wing Avery 
“Ace” Strickland pumped in 
a game-high 23 points, Rogers 
added 19 — 15 in the second 
half  — to help lead the Lady 
Admirals attack.

The difference Monday ver-
sus a 48-39 Scvier County win 
at FHS Saturday, Nov. 20?

“Not to make it simple, but 
Keeleigh Rogers,” Mayfield 
said. “That’s basically the dif-
ference. She gives us a little bit 
of  everything. 

“The things she can create 
defensively, and she rebounds 
really well for us,” the coach 
added about Rogers.

While the senior “had four 
turnovers; she holds herself  
to higher expectations than 
that,” Mayfield added, “Hav-
ing her out there on the court 
makes all the difference.”   

As for other top efforts, “An-
nalise Bishop did a great job 
on Sevier County’s best player, 
(freshman Cybil) Penland,” he 
said about the Lady Ads ju-
nior guard against the Smoky 
Bearette guard who scored 

half  of  Sevier County’s 24 first-
half  points. 

Assigned to Penland in the 
second half, Bishop “absolute-
ly shut her down ... Annalise 
dd a fantastic job,” Mayfield 
said. 

Senior wing Ashlyn Sheri-
dan added nine points for FHS 
while senior post McCall Wil-
lis had four. 

Bishop and Annie Priest, 
Lady Ads freshman point, each 
scored two.

While the Smoky Bearettes’ 
record fell to-2 overall, Far-
ragut improved to 8-3. 

left in the third put the lead 
at 37-21, and the game seemed 
in hand. But LCA then scored 
eight straight to make it 37-29. 

A pair of  late lay-ups by 
Jackson gave the Warriors 
a 45-34 lead heading into the 
fourth. 

In the final period, Carter 
was a one-man wrecking crew. 
Of  CAK’s 22 points, the junior 
guard got 16, including seven 
in a 9-0, two-minute run that 
put the game away. Jackson 
finished with 13 while Benton 
added nine.

“We came out there and 
we did our job,” said Carter, 
who scored 41 against Powell. 
“They’re a really good team. 
This was a big win for us.”

“He scores in a variety of  
ways,” Johnson said of  Carter. 
“He gets to the rim, he gets to 
the line, he hits the mid-range, 
he hits the threes. He can 
catch-and-shoot, he can do it 
all. He’s definitely a guy who’s 
gonna earn some interest at 
the next level.”

“Carter looked great to-
night, and we had no answer 
for him,” Lions head coach 
Curtis Staples said.

Overall, “This is only our 
second game at home,” John-
son said. “... We’ve got our first 
two district wins. We’re off to a 
good start.”

Shajai Jackson led LCA with 
18 points.

Photo courtesy of Cathy Dowhos-O’Gorman/Webb School

Webb School of Knoxville celebrated Spartan senior rowing team standout April Chism’s signing 
with George Washington University and its Women’s Rowing team during a ceremony Monday, 
Nov. 15, in Webb’s Lee Athletic Center. Chism is seated alongside her parents, Liliana and David 
Chism, and her sister, Leah Chism. Standing, from left, are Matt Macdonald, Webb Upper School 
head; Camden Moore, Atomic Rowing assistant coach; John Davis, Atomic head coach; and Mi-
chael McBrien, Webb School president.  

GWU is Chism’s rowing choice Lady Warriors
From page 1B

CAK boys
From page 1B

Farragut boys
From page 1B

Lady Admirals
From page 1B

a lot of  talent. We had to get 
over the hump of  trying to find 
a way to beat Lakeway.

“We’re a team of  runs,” Wil-
liams added. “We struggled 
a little bit there. We kept our 
composure and we came out
in the fourth quarter and said
‘we got this.’ One possession at
a time.”

“I knew we had a good
chance coming in,” said Emily
Wilson, Lady Warriors’ junior 
point guard who led all scor-
ers with 16. “The coaches have
been preparing us really well
for this game.”

When the Lions’ Audrey
Laney hit a three with 12 sec-
onds left in the third, it gave
the Lions a one-point lead, 42-
41, heading into the fourth.    

“I have faith in my team-
mates and I trust what we can 
do,” Wilson said when asked 
about losing the lead. “We ex-
ecuted well. This is a really big 
win for us.”

A three by Wilson and lay-
ups by Madi Jones and Izzy
Proffitt to start the fourth gave
CAK a 48-42 lead. Down 52-45, 
the Lions scored six straight 
to cut it to one with 1:27 left. 

But the Lady Warriors 
closed it out on a 7-2 run. 

Jones scored 12 for the 
game. Junior guard Keira Lef-
few added nine. 

Madi Hawk led LCA with 15 
points. Laney scored 14. 
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Fun, chili and ‘awkward’ photos

Photo submitted

First Utility District general manager Bruce Giles, dressed as “Cousin Eddie” from the “Christmas 
Vacation” movie, put his own spin on the group’s ‘Awkward Family Photos’ fundraiser, which since 
has been turned into a calendar.

Hardin Valley
donates to vets

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD
mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

First Utility District employ-
ees work hard throughout the 
year — but they play hard, too,  
especially during the holidays.

They raise money through-
out the year through a pro-
gram they call “Christmas for 
the Kids,” which provides gifts 
for children through the Mc-
Nabb Center. 

This year, they sponsored 
more than $16,000 worth of  
gifts for 131 children, which 
were delivered earlier this 
month.

FUD employees also host 
an annual chili cook-off, held 
this year on Wednesday, Dec. 
1, which not only raised $3,000 
but also was a chance to show 
off cooking skills and highlight 
another “fun-raising” project: 
an “Awkward Family Photos” 
project turned into a calendar.

FUD general manager Bruce 
Giles, so flush with the Christ-
mas spirit he eagerly dressed 
as “Cousin Eddie” from the 
“Christmas Vacation” movie 
for the Awkward Family Pho-
tos project, said he would 
“look silly all day if  it’s for the 
kids.” 

Several high-profile volun-
teers helped judge the con-
test, ultimately won by Tate 
Bowden (first place) and Greg 
Parker (second place).

Judges included Darris Up-
ton, chief  of  staff for Knox 
County Mayor Glenn Jacobs; 
Jane Jolley, also from Mayor 
Jacobs’ office; Farragut West 
Knox Chamber of  Commerce 
president/CEO Julie Blaylock; 
and Jessica Hill, director of  
Community Relations for the 
McNabb Center.

“This is one of  my favorite 

Giles: FUD holiday
fundraiser ‘for the kids’

UCPC shares life-size nativity

Michelle Hollenhead

Union Cumberland Presbyterian Church is keeping up a long-standing tradition by offering a life-size 
nativity scene at its 400 Everett Road home. 

See “FUN-RAISERS” on Page 9B

■ STAFF REPORTS  
editor@farragutpress.com

The Hardin Valley community recently came together to 
provide much needed essentials to veterans living in West Knox 
County’s Ben Atchley Tennessee State Veterans Home.  

The local American Legion spearheaded the effort, which ran 
through November, asking for donations of  small throw blan-
kets, toiletries, sweat shirts and sweat pants, pajamas, under-
garments, bath towels and socks for both men and women.

Hardin Valley overwhelmingly responded, collectively gath-
ering more than 300 items, which included blankets hand-made 
by a local Boy Scout troop — all of  which were presented Dec. 2 
to Bill Polander of  the American Legion.

Polander annually collects donations and items through his 
work with American Legion, but reported on seeing an overall 
decline in both cash and item donations. 

Community leader Kim Frazier learned of  the needs earlier 
this year after meeting Polander at a Corryton Community 
Club meeting.  

She engaged in an effort to connect the two communities by 
reaching out to several Hardin Valley community partners and 
asking for their help. 

“I feel a responsibility to take care of  those who fought for 
my freedoms and this is just one small, but impactful, way that 
communities can come together for a common purpose — to 
serve our veterans,” Frazier said.

Donations were presented to Polander, a Vietnam veteran,
who delivered the items to the Ben Atchley Home. 

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD
mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

Union Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church in Farragut once 
again is pointing to the true 
“reason for the season” with a 
life-sized nativity scene.

A manger/barn backdrop 
houses Mary, Joseph and baby 
Jesus, while shepherds and 
wise men gather close to the 
scene on the church grounds, 
located at the intersection of  
Everett and Smith roads.

“It’s a service for the com-

munity,” said church pastor, 
the Rev. Leonard Turner, who 
is celebrating his 50th anniver-
sary with Union Cumberland 
Presbyterian this year. 

Turner said the church has a 
long-standing tradition of  life-
size nativity scenes, beginning 
with a live one enacted several 
decades ago near Willow Creek 
Golf  Course.

“We had real people, real 
sheep and real donkeys,” he 
recalled. “The men of  the 
church grew beards for it, and 
I still have mine.”

Eventually, the live re-en-
actments gave way to the dis-
play the church currently of-
fers, after being inspired by a 
similar display in a neighbor-
ing state.

“My wife and I were visit-

See NATIVITY on Page 8B See VETERANS on Page 4B
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• Flying Anvil Theatre cel-
ebrates the holidays with 
a farcical, Victorian Music 
Hall version of “A Christ-
mas Carol” called “Scrooge in 
Rouge” — a wild romp through 
a familiar story, which runs 
through Friday, Dec 31, at Fly-
ing Anvil Theatre, 1300 Rocky 
Hill Road behind Rocky Hill 
Shopping Center along North-
shore Drive. Tickets are $25 
and $27, $13 for students with 
an I.D. and may be purchased 
online at flyinganviltheatre.
com. For group reservations, 
call 865-357-1309. Masks are re-
quired within the theatre, and 
patrons must show a vaccina-
tion card, a negative COVID 
test (within 72 hours) or a let-
ter from a physician certifying 
COVID antibodies at the door.

• “Right now, the Ameri-
can Red Cross blood supply 
is at historically low levels.
We’re at a point where some 
patients relying on a transfu-
sion may not receive the blood 
they need,” an ARC press re-
lease stated. Donors are urged 
to schedule an appointment 

now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). There is no blood dona-
tion waiting period for those 
who have received a flu shot or 
a Moderna, Pfizer or Johnson 
& Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
or booster, so long as they are 
symptom-free.    

Upcoming ARC blood dona-
tion opportunities in Knox 
County from Friday, Dec. 17, 
through Sunday, Jan. 2, are 
from 1 to 6 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 
21, Monday, Dec. 27, and Tues-
day, Dec. 28, at East Tennessee 
Red Cross, 6921 Middlebrook 
Pike.

Donors can also save up to 
15 minutes at the blood drive 
by completing a pre-donation 
reading and health history 
questionnaire online, on the 
day of  donation, from a mo-
bile device or computer. To 
complete, follow the instruc-
tions at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or use the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App. To 
donate blood, individuals need 

to bring a blood donor card or 
driver’s license or two other 
forms of  identification that are 
required at check-in. Individu-
als are eligible to donate who 
are at least 17 years of  age (16 
with parental consent where 
allowed by state law), weigh at 
least 110 pounds (high school 
students age 18 and under also 
must meet certain height re-
quirements) and are in gener-
ally good health. 

• Wreaths Across America 
honors fallen veterans with 
wreath-laying ceremonies
the third Saturday in Decem-
ber (Dec. 18 this year) at Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
and in Knox County Veterans 
cemeteries. For more informa-
tion, or to sponsor a wreath, 
visit www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.org.

Drop off locations were at 
State Farm Hardin Valley, 
Hard Knox Pizzeria Hardin 
Valley, Morning Pointe of  

Veterans
From page 3B

Hardin Valley, Hardin Valley
Academy and Regions Bank,
Hardin Valley.

Coming in first place for 
donations at HVA were cod-
ing students under business 
teacher Jennifer Miles.

Photo submitted

American Legion representative Bill Polander received donations
Thursday, Dec. 2, that were gathered throughout the Hardin
Valley community for residents of Ben Atchley Tennessee State
Veteran’s Home. 

9292 Kingston Pike | 865-249-7620 | Open Monday – Saturday 11-7
Cedar Springs Shopping Center on the corner of Kingston Pike and Cedar Bluff  

Let us be your go-to 
for gifts!
We buy overstock product and 
pass the savings on to you.

Home goods, toys, baby items, furniture, 
health & beauty and much more!

CHRISTMAS 
IS COMING!

Season s Season s 
GreetingsGreetings
Dear Mission of 

Hope Friends…

From The HOPE.

What incredible times we continue to be in, as we continue to deal with the Covid health crisis. 

Christmas will look a little different for the Mission of Hope again this year. We are trying to do 

all that we can to not only work within the guidelines and requirements of the Schools; but also 

help keep our Mission of Hope Volunteers and Staff safe as well. 

As deliveries of New Toys, New Clothes, Food and Hygiene are already in process, God is 

continuing to bless and provide the Mission of Hope with the ability to serve those in dire need 

this Christmas. Doing what we do year after year…it’s an incredible blessing to know that people 

believe in your cause and support your Ministry efforts. You have been a True Blessing to this 

Ministry and we cherish the fact that you have deemed us worthy of your support. I am humbly 

appealing for you to consider making a Financial Donation to our Ministry and to uplift us and 

those we serve in fervent Prayer.  

For more information or to make a Donation, please contact the Mission of Hope offi ce at 865-

584-7571; email to info@missionofhope.org; visit our website at missionofhope.org; or mail to 

our mailing address at: Mission of Hope – P. O Box 51824 – Knoxville, TN  37950. The Mission 

of Hope is a fully licensed 501c3 non-profi t organization, so donations are tax deductible.

We believe without hesitation and with childlike Faith…there is always HOPE. May we all 

remember that through these challenging times, God is truly all around us and will carry us 

through. May each of you and your loved ones be protected by God’s Hands of Grace and Com-

fort…as we trust Him to be our Beacon of HOPE…this Christmas and always.

Thank You For Your Friendship And Support…

And For Helping Us Extend True & Genuine HOPE

May God Bless You And Your Families…

With HOPE Filled Hearts This Christmas

Sincerest Appreciation;

Emmette Thompson

Executive Director

Thanks for Helping Extend The HOPE
Donations benefit the children and families of Appalachia. The Mission of Hope is a 501c3 non-profit organization.

865-584-7571 • missionofhope.org

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
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obituary
Mary “Sue” (McCall) 

Shirley, age 85, passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 30, 2021, in 
Knoxville, professing Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Savior. 

Sue was born in Walnut 
Ridge, Arkansas, on Sept. 24, 
1936. Her father, Herbert Mc-
Call, was a carpenter and 
farmer. Her mother, Iola Jo-
sephine (Neece) McCall, affec-
tionately known as “Momola,” 
was a mother to seven children 
and grandmother to 13 grand-
children. Sue was the sixth of  
the seven children. 

Sue graduated from Walnut 
Ridge High School and attend-
ed Arkansas State University. 
She worked as a telephone op-
erator in Memphis.  

She was married to Lt. Mil-
lard G. Shirley, United States 
Air Force, in 1958, while he 
was stationed at Walnut Ridge 
Air Force Base. Sue and Mil-
lard had two children, Mark 
Alan Shirley, born in Jones-
boro, Arkansas, and Sabrina 
Starr (Shirley) Houston, born 
in Wichita Falls, Texas.  

Sue became an interior dec-
orator. This served her family 
well, allowing her to create 
beautiful backdrops for the 
many homes in which they 
would live. Sue fulfilled all of  
the duties of  an Air Force wife 
with detail and care. This in-
cluded entertaining, moving 
and taking care of  the house 
and kids when Millard was as-
signed remote tours in Alaska, 
Greenland and Australia.

Sue loved to travel and was 
always ready to pick up and 
move to a new location. She 
enjoyed starting over with a 
blank slate to decorate a new 
home every few years. These 
locations included Lompoc, 
California; Sumter, South Car-
olina; Wichita Falls; Lincoln, 

Nebraska; Petersburg, Virgin-
ia; Biloxi, Mississippi; Mem-
phis; Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado; Tampa; Woomera, South 
Australia; Denver; Huntington 
Beach, California; Palm Coast, 
Florida; Jacksonville, Florida, 
and finally to Farragut to live 
near her 
daughter.

Sue vol-
u n t e e r e d 
for the Kid-
ney Foun-
dation for 
many years. 
She was in-
volved in 
n u m e r o u s 
Bible stud-
ies and 
served as an elder in the Pres-
byterian Church.   Sue had the 
gift of  hospitality. She loved to 
cook and entertain. Her din-
ner parties and social events 
were legendary. 

Gracious and elegant, Sue 

will be remembered for her 
sass, sense of  humor and flair 
for fashion.  She lived life full 
throttle, despite facing numer-
ous health issues throughout 
much of  her life. She enjoyed 
spending time with family and 
friends, shopping, walking, 
picnics, Tab, good food and 
playing Bridge, Chickenfoot 
and Sequence.

Sue lived her final two years 
at The Villages of  Farragut in 
a beautifully decorated apart-
ment, where she had an “Open 
Door” policy and spent quality 
time on her balcony reading 
her Bible. She made many dear 
friends and enjoyed participat-
ing in the activities and events. 
Most of  all, she loved her Lord, 
her husband and her children.  

Sue was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband and 
faithful companion of  63 
years, Lt. Colonel Millard G. 
Shirley, USAF of  Springfield, 
Kentucky; parents, Herbert 

F. McCall and Iola Josephine 
(Neece) McCall; brothers, 
Harry McCall, Thomas Mc-
Call and Herbert F. McCall Jr.; 
and sisters, Joyce Whittington, 
Katherine Light and Margaret 
Ann Fisher. 

She is survived by son, Mark 
(Trang) Shirley of  San Jose; 
daughter, Sabrina (Paul) Hous-
ton of  Lenoir City; several 
nieces, nephews and their fam-
ilies; and three grand-dogs.  

Visitation was held Mon-
day, Dec. 13,  in Click Funeral 
Home Farragut. Funeral ser-

vice was held in the chapel at
East Tennessee State Veterans 
Cemetery Tuesday, Dec. 14,
where Sue was buried with
her husband, who passed away 
Jan. 26, 2021.  

Family requests donations 
be made in Sue’s memory to
a charity of  your choice or
to Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, https://billygra-
ham.org/; Samaritan’s Purse,
https://www.samaritanspurse.
org/; or Wreaths Across Amer-
ica – Knoxville, https://www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/.  

Mary McCall Shirley

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco

Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate

Carolyn 
Levy Gilliam 
Cityview Top Attorney 2021-  
Elder Law; Best Lawyers in   
America 2021: Ones to Watch

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

ROOFROOF
REPAIRREPAIR
SpecialistsSpecialists

 1 2 7 4 8  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  •  F a r r a g u t ,  T N  3 7 9 3 4  •  8 6 5 . 6 7 5 . 3 8 2 3  •  w w w. r e n a i s s a n c e - f a r r a g u t . c o m

 Stop by these 
businesses at

Renaissance|Farragut
and tell them you 

saw their ad in

Renaissance businesses, 
place your ad on this special group page!

Call Charlene at 865-218-8877

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS. 
• Most Dental Insurances accepted. 
• Same Day Crowns and Same Day Appointments Available.

ADVANCED,

COMFORTABLE CARE

12802 Kingston Pike, Ste 101, 
Farragut, TN 37934 

865-248-2312

confidentsmilesknoxville.com

Dr. Luis Mariusso, DMD 

Dr. Tori Mariusso, DMD

HEARING AID
INVENTORY
BLOWOUT

OFF*40%
SAVE

Limited Quantities - First Come, First Serve!
*Coupons and other o ers not applicable with Inventory Blowout Sale

Prices. Limited quantities of products will be o ered at
various discount percentages up to 40% o of the list price on a rst
come, rst served basis. O er not applicable on prior purchases.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE HEARING SCREENING.

Knoxville/Farragut 
865 635-4574

www.beltonesouth.com
KN-GCI0495962-01

Find your balanceFind your balance
in health and in health and 
fitness.fitness.
Check out the January 2022 farragutpress Check out the January 2022 farragutpress 

Health and Fitness section.Health and Fitness section.

To advertise or for more To advertise or for more 
information call 865-675-6397information call 865-675-6397

11863 Kingston Pike, Farragut, TN 37934 • 865-675-6397 • www.farragutpress.com

Integrated Senior Care
We Value Quality, Integrity & Personal Relationships

A family endeavor locally owned & operated since 1981

For more information, contact us at
865.675.6444 or visit www.summitviewoffarragut.com

• Long-
Term Care

• Post Acute Care

• Physician Services

• Nutrition Services

• Independent
Living

• Rehabilitation

• Dementia Care

• Case 
Management

Summit View provides trained and dedicated
staff and a full range of therapy services in 
our  state-of-the-art facilities. We provide 

superior, personalized care and improve the
quality of life for each of our residents.
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Presented by

Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Commerce members had two options to enjoy the holidays together this year 
when the Chamber offered a morning holiday open house and an evening cocktail open house Tuesday, Dec. 7. 

While some members gathered for morning breakfast and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, portrayed by Ronnie and 
Susan Bentley, others chose to visit during the evening session. 

However, the highlight of  the event was members’ generosity as they adopted families from, and donated toys to, 
Childhelp Child Advocacy Center in Knoxville, which serves abused children in Knox County. 

“From what we can see, we think it was a huge success,” FWKCC president/CEO Julie Blaylock said. “We’re super grateful 
for all of  our business members who managed to adopt a total of  25 families, comprising well over 55 children, plus all 

the donations for Childhelp’s toy closet, which will continue to be replenished to help children who are in need.” 
The children had wish lists, which were given to the Chamber for its members to fill. 

Photos by Tammy Cheek 

Holiday Open House
FA R R A G U T  W E S T  K N O X  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

(Left) Santa and Mrs. Claus (Donnie and Susan Bentley)
(Center) From left Steve Krempasky, C.J. Stephens, and Matthew 

Bryan (Right) Kathleen Holman

Ken and April Finster, (left) 
with David Smoak

From left Chuck Chalker, Stephanie Erb, 
Vanessa O’Donnell and Jim Hill

Julie Blaylock and Santa 
(Ronnie Bentley)

Kayla Zehner, left, and Agnes Predny From left Susan Bentley, April Damron 
and Cara Knapp

From left Mike Niemeyer, Devin Sellmer 
and Trevor Hobbs

Kim Fry and 
Gregory Blankenship

Addie Stouffer 
and Al Hazari

Chris Donovan and 
Emily Goodman
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obituary
Ronald (Ron) Phillip 

Sparks, age 83, went to his 
heavenly home on Nov. 28, 
2021. 

Ron was born to Ralph Sr. 
and Julia (Bailey) Sparks in 
Erwin, where he lived most of  
his life. 

Ron married Melinda Jen-
nings in 1962, and they raised 
two sons, Kevin and Gary 
Sparks. They moved to Knox-
ville to be near their grand-
children after his retirement.

His career included time 
working for Clinchfield Rail-
road, Hoover Ball, GMF and 
Aerojet (in Jonesborough).

Ron was a Christian and 
long-time member of  Calva-
ry Baptist Church in Erwin, 
where he served as a deacon. 
After moving to Knoxville, he 

was a member of  First Baptist 
Concord, where he enjoyed 
working on and building sets 
for VBS and Christmas pro-
ductions. 

He was a loving, compas-
sionate husband, father and 
granddad. Ron’s greatest joy 
was beach time with his fam-
ily, golf, Tennessee Vols sports 
and NASCAR. During his re-
tirement, he was devoted to 
spending time with his two 
grandchildren. He and Melin-
da also were involved for sev-
eral years with the Mission of  
Hope ministry. 

He was preceded in death by 

his parents, one brother (Ever-
ette) and one son (Gary). 

Ron is survived by the love 
of  his life, his wife of  60 years, 
Melinda Sparks; their son, 
Kevin (Lori) of  Knoxville; 
grandchildren, Chelsea Chrisp 
(Neil) of  Nolesville and An-
drew Sparks of  Knoxville; and 
sister, Carrie Lee (Stanley) Ed-
wards of  Erwin; brother, Ralph 
Jr. (Wanda) of  Erwin; sister-in-
law, Donna Sparks of  Gaines-
ville, Florida; brother-in-law, 
Robert Jennings (Cheryl) of  
Erwin; sister-in-law, Carleen 
Anderson of  Knoxville; and 
his great-grandchildren, Em-

ory Chrisp and Nolan Chrisp;
many nieces and nephews; 
and countless lifelong friends.

The family has decided to
have a Celebration of  Life and
graveside committal service 
in the new year. Details will be 
provided once arrangements
have been finalized.

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations be made
in memory of  Ron to Mission
of  Hope, P.O. Box 51824, Knox-
ville, TN, 37950, or Samaritan’s 
Purse, P.O. Box 3000, Boone,
N.C., 28607.

Ron loved knowing that 
through the Christmas deliv-
eries, children would not only 
receive gifts, but the message 
of  the hope of  Jesus Christ. 

Ron will be dearly missed by 
all of  those who loved him. 

■ STAFF REPORTS   
editor@farragutpress.com

Food truck carts, caroling 
and giveaways continue in 
Founder’s Park at Campbell 
Station as Light the Park con-
tinuess from dusk to 10 p.m. 
each night through Sunday, 
Jan. 2. For a full schedule, vis-
it www.farragutparksandrec.
org. 

Light the Park 
through Jan. 2 

Nativity
From page 3B

ing Alabama near Christmas 
time, and it was raining,” 
Turner said. “We saw what I 
thought was a live nativity at a 
Methodist church, and I said, 
‘Look at those crazy Method-
ists standing out in the rain.’ 
We looked closer and realized, 
the ‘people’ were made and 
not real.

“I went down there and 
asked if  they minded if  we 
copied what they had done, 
and they agreed, and drew out 
for us how to make (it).”

Turner said the scene has 
evolved over the years, and 
the church was able to add 
mannequins when some local 
stores went out of  business. 

“We have a young man, 
Jimmy Green, who redoes the 
faces and paints them to make 
them look more realistic. Then 
the ladies of  the church keep 
up with all the clothes, making 
sure they always look new and 
fresh.”

The scene is central to the 
church’s 6 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service — if  the weather coop-
erates.

“If  the weather isn’t too 
bad, we go outside and stand 
around it, holding (electric) 
candles,” he said. 

“It is what Christmas is all 
about.”

@1053WFIV

Listen on your Alexa enabled device. Just say, “Alexa, enable the 
WFIV skill.” Then, “Alexa, play WFIV” whenever you want to listen.

To Advertise on 105.3 WFIV, call:
Dottie Hale • (865) 218-5607

Kevin Wallace • (865) 218-5613

Reach affl uent listeners in Farragut, Tellico Village, Knox, 
Loudon, Blount, and Anderson Counties on 105.3 WFIV. 

We play the music that rekindles memories and makes you 
smile. Introductory advertising opportunities are available. 

Call Dottie or Kevin and 

let them help you get started today.

AdvertiseAdvertise
OnOn Farragut’s Farragut’s
NEW NEW HOMEHOME
For For Great OldiesGreat Oldies

WorshipWorship PraisePraise&
NEW COVENANT 

BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly Services
In-Person & LIVE Stream

Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

On ZOOM
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:00 AM)

Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

ConcordUnited.org
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online.
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

Worship Times
9:30 am

and

11:00 am
For more information go to

www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

Christian Friends of Israel

P.O. Box 1813

Jerusalem, 91015 Israel
Gen 12:3 www.cfijerusalem.org

225 Jamestowne Blvd. 
Farragut  966-9626
SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.

www.faithloves.org

Christmas Eve Candlelight
& Communion Worship 5:00 PM

Traditional  9:00 AM
Sunday School (for all ages)  10:00 AM
Contemporary  11:00 AM

FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”

209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 4 and up

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestream at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services 

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

We accept 
your insurance

865-690-5231
323 Fox Road, Suite 200, Knoxville, TN 37922 • www.parkwaydentaloffice.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Dan Lovely, Jr.

& Dr. Frank Prout

Always welcoming 
new patients
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things that I look forward to 
all year,” said frequent taster 
Upton, as he dove into more 
than 30 different chili offer-
ings. “It’s got great participa-
tion and it’s fun.

“... When we find a commu-
nity partner that is already so 
committed on the front end, 
we love it,” he added. 

“Hats off to Bruce and all 
his employees. You’ve got to 
respect all the people here for 
what they do.” 

“We have other agencies 
who help us, but there is no 
other company that partici-
pates as an entire group like 
FUD,” said Hill, who also noted 
FUD “participates in the Dear 
Santa program by sponsoring 
children’s wish lists.”

Above left photo submitted/Above right photo by Michelle Hollenhead

(Above left) Unloading 131 children’s “Dear Santa” Christmas gifts at the McNabb Center were,
from left, First Utility District employees Chloe Pool (communications manager), Jimmy Miller (dis-
tribution), Kole Pritchett (Field Services tech) and Doyle Noe (project inspector). (Above right)
Darris Upton, chief of staff  for Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs, was one of four chili tasters who 
judged the FUD employee cook-off.

“Fun-raisers”
From page 3B

Hill said FUD has been an 
ongoing contributor for almost 
a decade. “The gifts purchased 
and donated by FUD support 
children who are clients of  the 
McNabb Center and their sib-
lings. 

“So, they might be kids who 
are receiving mental health 
treatment or are participating 
in one of  our social services or 
substance use treatment pro-
grams,” Hill added. 

“We could not be more 
amazed by the hard work and 
generosity of  every member 
of  our team,” FUD communi-
cations manager Chloe Pool 
said.

For more information on 
a calendar, message FUD 
through its Facebook page, 
where readers also may follow 
“12 Days of  Awkward Family 
Photos” currently under way.

To place your ad call (865) 675-6397 or fax (865) 675-1675.

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after 
the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for 
any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote 
the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this news-
paper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our 
company standards.

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Full time, salay plus commission. Mileage, Cell phone allowance, Health Insurance, 401K, plus more!

Contact Cara Ford at cford@farragutpress.com

MOTOR ROUTE CARRIER
Deliver papers on Wednesdays in the Farragut area. Must have valid Tennessee Driver’s license, 

reliable transportation and proof of automobile insurance.
Contact tcox@republicnewspapers.com

is looking to fill the following positions:Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party 15 words $45/4 weeks
Commercial 25 words $55/4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week
Display Ads
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

classifieds

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights 

Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national 

origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 

of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

Do you have a 
unique business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory!

Call Linda at 
218-8881

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block.................. $55/mo.
2 Block................ $110/mo.
3 Block................ $165/mo.
4 Block................ $220/mo.
6 Block................ $330/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

Advertise your lawn care business in farragutpress! 
Call Linda at 218-8881

service directory
misc. 
services

Retired Union 
Electrician

AVAILABLE FOR
Service Calls & Small Jobs
Courteous Personal Service

37 Years Experience
• Industrial • Commercial

• Residential
Ceiling Fans a Specialty

Licensed • References Available

Call Wayne

865-455-6217

Locally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee since 1974
Residential & Commercial 

Pest Control
Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Monthly, Monthly, 
Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly 
• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-Construction

Visit us on Facebook 

BED BUG 
CONTROL

GUARANTEED 

* Licensed General Contractor* Licensed General Contractor

* Kitchen and Bath Remodels* Kitchen and Bath Remodels

* Complete Renovations* Complete Renovations

* Siding, roofi ng, gutters* Siding, roofi ng, gutters

* Decks* Decks

* Flooring* Flooring

* Additions* Additions

* Basement fi nish* Basement fi nish

FREE ESTIMATES
John Scoggins, OWNER/ESTIMATOR

(865) 387-0058: cell
houseworksco@yahoo.com: email

www.houseworksco.com
Follow and Like us on Facebook: Houseworks of Knoxville LLC

The Home Improvement Company of East TennesseeThe Home Improvement Company of East Tennessee
HouseHouseWorksWorks

home repair & improvement

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Testing 

Required for all employees

FREE ESTIMATES
865-291-8434

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

Serving Knoxville & the 
Farragut area for 28 years

•• Interior/Exterior    Interior/Exterior   

 Painting Painting

•• Pressure Washing Pressure Washing

•• Staining Staining

•• Drywall &  Drywall & 

 Carpentry Carpentry

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com
               Follow & Like us on 

Now Now 
AcceptingAccepting

Major Credit Major Credit 
Cards and OnlineCards and Online

PaymentsPayments

ELDERLY 
CARE

in Private Home
Dementia, Stroke & other

24 Hour Care
• Excellent References 

• RN -  35 Years Experience

865-335-6337 
West Knoxville

lawn & landscaping
 Tom Farr’s  Landscaping of Any Kind 

 West Side Services • Call Tom at 368-2013
Free Estimates • Insured | License #0373446

FIREWOOD
Delivered
$90 / Rick

• Flower Gardens
• Mowing 
• Mulching 
• Shrub Trimming
• Clearing & 
  Brush Hauling
• Tree Removal
• Junk Removal

Residential & 
Commercial

LANDSCAPING
• Mulching  • Aeration

• Lawn Treatment 

• Over Seeding

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

LEAF LEAF 
REMOVALREMOVAL

Winter Clean-Up

Beautiful & Affordable Landscape Designs • Professional Installation
Exciting Outdoor Lighting • Bed Remodeling

Top-notch Weeding, Pruning & Mulching

Reed Strozier • 865-258-1844 • www.dreamgardens.us

 • Remodeling • Siding • Decks • Gutters • Carpentry

• Windows • Home Repairs • Roofi ng

Nominated 
 in City View 

Magazine  
“Best of the Best 

2013-2020”

HomeTek
 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

Free Estimates
Michael Yovino

Licensed General Contractor
865-368-2869

www.hometekresidentialservices.com
Licensed & Insured

West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
• Honest • Reliable
• Neat & Clean
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

ENCRETE SOUTHEAST INC.
S C U L P T U R E D  C O N C R E T E  S P E C I A L I S T

Mark Sanderson

6835 Ball Camp Pike • Knoxville • www.encrete.com

865-693-6486

We Get to The Bottom
Of Plumbing Problems

Call for Estimates 

865-296-2548
Or email wesleybyrge40@gmail.com

Budget PlumbingBudget Plumbing 

like us on 
facebook at 

facebook.com/
farragutpress

The
Grout 
Guy

THIS CHRISTMAS, 
GIVE THE GIFT THAT 
KEEPS ON GIVING!

FREE ESTMATES
865-654-4513

www.groutguytn.com
We’re #1 when your grout looks like #2!

No, not the
“Jelly of the Month Club”

NEW Looking 
Showers & Floors!
• Clean • Seal • Regrout

• Recolor • Repair

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
$30 OFF

COLOR SEALING
CHANGE YOUR OLD GROUT COLOR!

With this Ad . One coupon per person
Off er expires 12-31-21

RANDY THE PAINTER
Celebrating 41 Years in 2021

Commercial & Residential

INTERIOR PAINTING
Winter Rates 

Nov – Feb  ½ OFF
Carpentry • Sheetrock

LICENSED & INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES
865-522-3222
Cell - 865-455-5022

rharvey9160@gmail.com
www.randy-the-painter.com

865.599.5220

•Tree Removal
•Trimming and Topping

• Complete Debris Removal
• Over 30 Years Experience

www.arboristknoxvilletn.com
Servicing Knox & surrounding counties

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

References Available

This Job Calls This Job Calls 
for a Profor a Pro



865.218.4500 • www.coolsportstn.com865.218.4500 • www.coolsportstn.com
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LAST LAST 
MINUTEMINUTE
GIFT GUIDE 

10918 Kingston Pike Knoxville, TN 37934 | www.BeWellKnoxville.com | 865-288-7100

Look your best this  Look your best this  
holiday season

•  Chemical peels Buy 2 get 1 free

•  $50.00 off  40+ units of Xeomin

•  Add Biotin to any Injection $10.00 (excludes Glutathione)

•  Glutathione Injections $20.00

•  Buy one, get one half off  Supplements 

(excludes Lipo-Dissolve)

        (Expires 12-31-21/not valid with any other off ers/while supplies last/must mention discount)

Owner,  Board-Certified 

Family Nurse Practioner & 

Advanced Medical Aesthetics Injector

Heather 
Whittemore

www.batteriesplus.com
Knoxville, TN
222 N Peters Rd  865.692.0002 | 6667 Clinton Highway 865-276-6006
Alcoa 220 Hamilton Crossing Dr  865-983-1901

Don’t Forget the Batteries!Don’t Forget the Batteries!
$2 off 
AA and AAA 24 packs
Regular price: $9.99; NOW $7.99

2022 GV80
5-passenger SUV • 25 MPG Hwy

2022 TUCSON
Modern Compact SUV • 28 MPG Hwy

OF WEST KNOXVILLE

Sales: 844-501-9713
Service: 844-460-1685 | Parts: 844-465-3009

Sales: 888-643-4762
Service: 855-262-6137 | Parts: 877-346-9576

SEE RICK CULOTTA • 8729 KINGSTON PIKE , KNOXVILLE, TN 37923

2022 TUCSOONN

Deals Made 
Especially for 

Your Christmas!
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We buy overstock product and 
pass the savings on to you.

Home goods, toys, baby items, furniture, 
health & beauty and much more!

9292 Kingston Pike | 865-249-7620
Open Monday – Saturday 11-7

Cedar Springs Shopping Center on the corner 
of Kingston Pike and Cedar Bluff  

are

Santa  is is 
Near

theDeals
HEREHERE

&
!!

THE CONSIGNMENT SHOPPE
11316 Station West Drive | Knoxville, TN, Suite 102

865-675-7222

F R O M  T H E  C O N S I G N M E N T  S H O P P E

20% off One Regular Priced Item

Happy Holiday s

SAVE

Ho Ho Ho!! 
Celebrate Christmas with our

SOBERDOUGH 
BREW BREAD

An Artisan Beer Brew Mix
In-store Now!
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Some people thrive by doing all of  their 
tasks early. Others seem to do their best 
work when faced with a time crunch. 

The methods individuals use to manage their 
time at work and play may extend to the ways 
they approach holiday shopping as well. 

There’s no right or wrong way to handle holiday 
shopping tasks, though Christmas Eve crowds at 
malls and throughout shopping districts suggest  
that there’s more late comers than there are early 
birds. The following tips can help those who  
typically wait until the last minute to check names 
off their lists.

• Utilize free shipping services. 
Shoppers who shop for gifts online at the last min-

ute run the risk of  gifts not arriving on time. Many 
online retailers charge a premium for expedited 
shipping. Try to stick to shopping at online retailers 
that offer free shipping even in the eleventh hour.

• Create a budget. 
When rushing around from store to store, it may 

be easy to spend more than you want to. Make a list 
of  how much you want to spend on each person, and 
stick to that limit for each person. Move on to the 
next store if  you didn’t find what you need in your 
price range.

• Establish a time limit. 
Stores have strategies in place to keep shoppers 

in their establishments longer, hoping you’ll make 

impulse buys. These tricks include scenting the air 
with inviting aromas, putting necessities at the rear 
of  the store, failing to display the time, and putting 
discounted items by the registers or door to attract 
shoppers. Set an alarm on your watch or phone for 
each store so you get what you need and get out on 
time.

• Subdivide bulk gifts. 
Think about purchasing bulk gifts like gift baskets 

from wholesale clubs and then breaking them down 
into individual gifts. This way you can gift several 
people on one purchase and save time in the process.

• Choose one-size-fits-all gifts. 
Think about a gift that can be purchased for 

multiple people so you can save time shopping for 
individualized gifts for everyone. For example, print 
a personalized photo calendar for several members 
of  your family. You also can purchase multiple sub-
scriptions or memberships to zoos or magazines for 
people on your list. Streamlining gifting in this way 
may save money as well as time.

• Choose in-store pickup. 
Rather than scouring various aisles, you can shop 

a retailer’s website and then pick up items in the 
store. You’ll save on potential shipping fees but still 
benefit by avoiding crowds.

Some people wait until the last minute to do their 
holiday shopping. A few tricks of  the procrasti-
nator’s trade can make last-minute shopping go 
smoothly.

Last-minute 
Christmas shopping tips

Stick to a holiday budget
The holidays are an exciting, fun and joyful time of  year. And for many people, the holidays also are 

expensive.
According to the Motley Fool Company, a financial wellness resource, the average American spent 

$882.45 on Christmas gifts, food, decorations, travel, and other holiday-related expenses in 2019. 
Around 56 percent of  gift shoppers set a budget for holiday spending, but only 64 percent stuck to it. 
In addition, 21.5 percent of  respondents went into debt due to holiday shopping.

Who doesn’t want to have a super holiday with delicious foods on the table and lots of  presents 
to share with family and friends? While that’s tempting, such a bounty should never result in fi-
nancial peril. These six strategies can make it easy to establish and stick to a budget this holiday 
season.

1 Budget for everything. When working out holiday spending plans, factor in all of  the 
expenses associated with the holidays — not just the most obvious, like gifts. Costs for 
gas, parking lot fees, greeting cards, postage, travel expenses, and much more should be 

included in your final number.

2 Determine how much you can spend. Money for gifts and other holiday expenses 
should ideally come from your disposable income. Look at your finances in advance of  the 
holiday season and figure out how much extra cash you have for the holidays, and use that 

figure to determine how much you should spend. Find ways to make up any deficit by curtailing 
expenses like dining out or entertainment extras. Many people plan to use credit cards to pay now 
and worry about the aftermath later. Only use credit cards if  you have the money in the bank and 
can pay off the entire bill when the balance due is in January. 

3 Set a spending limit for individuals. Based on your numbers and how much you plan to spend over-
all, start allocating money to categories, including gift recipients. Come up with a spending range for 
each person and stick to it.

4 Pay in cash as much as possible. It’s easy to know what you’re spending when using cash as opposed 
to credit. There is some risk with carrying around cash, but that risk may be offset by the benefit of  
spending only what you can afford to spend.

5 Track all purchases. Save the receipts and keep a running total of  expenditures so you can see how 
your spending is measuring up to your budget. If  necessary, scale back on one category if  you’ve tipped 
the scales in spending on another. 

6 Shop sales and deals. High-end stores may have the impressive tag, but their prices can set you back. 
Instead, look for comparable gifts at discount stores and other retailers. Also, if  you must use a credit 
card, use one that earns you a cash-back bonus for added savings.

Holiday shoppers know that few things can match 
the joy of  finding the perfect gift for a loved one. 
Whether that loved one is a tiny tot who can’t wait to 
unwrap this year’s must-have toy or an adult hoping 
to find the latest gadget under the tree on Christmas 
morning, the thrill of  giving a great gift is part of  
what makes the holiday season so enjoyable.

Friends and family members may fall into certain 
categories, and that can make holiday shopping a 
little easier. When it comes to gifting the family ath-
lete, the following ideas can provide the inspiration 
shoppers need to put a smile on the face of  fitness-
minded friends and family members.

• Weighted vest: Weighted vests have gained 
popularity in recent years. Available from a variety 
of  manufacturers and for athletes of  varying skill 
levels, weighted vests can be ideal for athletes who 
want to burn more calories and build strength dur-
ing their workouts. This can be an especially useful 
gift for endurance athletes who want their training 
sessions to mimic the challenges posed by nature or 
difficult competitive terrains.

• Noise-canceling headphones or earbuds: 
Many athletes relish their workouts not only as op-
portunities to zero in on their fitness goals, but also 
as chances to block out distractions and clear their 
heads for an hour or two each day. Noise-cancelling 
headphones or earbuds effectively block out external 
noises, allowing athletes to direct all of  their focus 
on their workouts and training sessions.

• Energy drinks: Though it might not seem 
like the most exciting gift to unwrap on Christmas 
morning, energy drinks are vital to many fitness 
enthusiasts’ athletic endeavors. For example, endur-
ance athletes may appreciate a tub of  Osmo Active 
Hydration Performance Drink Mix, which contains 
an optimal ratio of  sucrose, glucose and electrolytes, 
helping athletes improve their endurance and power 
while reducing instances of  cramping and fatigue. 
Energy drinks make for a perfect stocking stuffer.

• Home gym equipment: Pandemic-related gym 
closures turned athletes into their own personal 
trainers, and some may not want to return to local 
fitness facilities even now that they’ve safely re-
opened. Home gym equipment can help athletes con-
tinue to build their own private home gyms, making 
items like kettle bells, dumbbells, weight benches, 
and resistance bands great items to put under the 
tree this holiday season.

Gifts for the family athlete


