
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2024 ISSUE 17 VOLUME 37

And it came to pass in th
ose days, 

that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be taxed.

2 	 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of  Syria.)

3 	 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

4 	 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of  the city of  Nazareth, into Judaea, 		

	 unto the city of  David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of  the house 		

	 and lineage of  David:)

5 	 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

6 	 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 		

	 should be delivered.

7 	 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

	 clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

8 	 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 	

	 over their flock by night.

9 	 And, lo, the angel of  the Lord came upon them, and the glory of  the Lord shone 		

	 round about them: and they were sore afraid.

10 	And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 	

	 of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 	 For unto you is born this day in the city of  David a  Saviour, which is Christ 

	 the Lord.

12 	 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 

	 clothes, lying in a manger.

13 	 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host praising 

	 God, and saying,

14 	Glory to God in the hi
ghest, and on earth peace, good will 

	 toward men.

15 	And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

	 shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 

	 thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16 	And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 

	 lying in a manger.

17 	 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told 

	 them concerning this child.

18 	 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 

	 shepherds.

19 	But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

20 	And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the 

	 things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Luke  2:1-20 (KJV)
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Scenes from the Season 
Pictured are a selection of  photos from Farragut 2024 

Christmas events.

A visit with Santa and writing letters to Santa combined with shopping for 
handmade crafts highlighted Hardin Valley Elementary School’s Holiday 
Craft Market, which took place in the school gym Saturday, Nov. 9.

Wooden snowmen and Santas, handmade jewelry, snow globes, microwave 
cozies, hand-painted glass and more attracted the attention of  shoppers check-
ing out West Knox County Senior Center’s Senior Craft Sale. The event, 
took place in the Senior Center, 239 Jamestowne Blvd. Friday, Nov. 15. 

Hundreds of  families made for a few thousand attendees enjoying holiday 
music/dancing entertainment from Mark Boling Trio, Farragut High School’s 
double state championship dance team and from Mike Snodgrass & Sarah 
Jean during Countdown to Light the Park in Founders Park at Campbell 
Station Monday night, Nov. 25. 

Families and Knox County officials surrounded the entrance of  The Cove at 
Concord Park, along Northshore Drive, Monday night, Dec. 2, in wait for Knox 
County Mayor Glenn Jacobs and Farragut Mayor Ron Williams to cut the rib-
bon, signaling the lights to be turned on in The Cove for this year’s Holiday 
Festival of Lights.

Hundreds of  Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Commerce members and 
their guests gathered in Farragut Community Center for the Chamber’s an-
nual Holiday Open House Tuesday, Dec. 10.

Twas the Night with No Parents in Farragut Community Center is where 
children played games, ate pizza and played a Mario video game Friday, Dec. 
13, while parents shopped or simply decompressed for a few hours. 

Families enjoyed Breakfast with Santa in Concord United Methodist 
Church Saturday Dec. 14. The event also featured a visit and photos with San-
ta and Mrs. Claus, ornament making, face painting and reindeer feed making. 

Above: 
Brenda 
MacDonald 
at West 
Knox Coun-
ty Senior 
Center’s 
Senior Craft 
Sale

Left: Hadley 
Guider, 2, 
with mom 
Allie Guider 
at Break-
fast with 
Santa

Left: Gracey 
Tarpeh, 5, with 
Santa at 
Celebrate the 
Season

Right: Cousins 
Layla McDill, 9, 

left, and Addy 
Boehm at Twas 

the Night with 
No Parents

Above: Mrs. Claus (Rose Montgomery) 
at Breakfast with Santa

Below: Harper Shaddle, 8, at 
Countdown to Light the Park

Pinnacle Assisted Living
10520 Waterville Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

(865) 444-1451

Call today to schedule your 
personal visit with Tiana Schultz, 
Community Relations Director, 
at 865-444-1451 ext #1 or #6 

or 716-425-2315.

All the care you need at 
ONE great price point!

No levels or point systems necessary.

ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
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n 	TAMMY CHEEK 						    

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Some local developers got an early Christmas present when 
Farragut Municipal Planning Commission voted unanimously 
to approve their projects, with some conditions, during its meet-
ing Thursday, Dec. 19. 

In one action, a variance for the site distance between drive-
ways requirement was approved for Serenade, a proposed Neigh-
borhood/Convenience Commercial District development of  9.2 
acres at 421 N. Watt Road, between North Watt and Harrison 
roads near Town limits.

Likewise, the preliminary plat for Serenade, which is being 
developed by Robert Campbell, owner of  Robert G. Campbell & 
Associates civil engineering firm, also was approved. It includes 
30 residential units and some commercial units with the number 
of  units to be determined at a later date.

The variance was requested because the minimum separa-
tion requirement between two accesses is less than the required 
400 feet. “The proposed access would be roughly 131 feet from 
the nearest access to the south, which is noted as Harbin Lane, 
currently a driveway to a single dwelling unit,” Community De-
velopment director Mark Shipley said. “The design engineer 
(Campbell) noted that the main reason for the proposed location 
(of  the access) was to provide maximum sight distance. 

“Should development occur on the 50-acre tract on the east side 
of  North Watt that is currently served by Harbin Lane? The staff 
will work with that developer to line up the accesses,” he added.

There still are 11 subject-to issues Campbell will have to ad-

Alan Sloan

Farragut Town Hall, 11408 
Municipal Center Drive, re-
mains in renovation at a cost 
of more than $3 million. Far-
ragut officials estimate Town 
Hall’s grand opening to be 
Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day, with 
lots of new infrastructure. 

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
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As Farragut Board of  Mayor and Aldermen awaits the re-
opening of  its Town Hall (11408 Municipal Center Drive), cur-
rently being remodeled, it voted on several items concerning fur-
nishings, security, network equipment, construction, fiber optic 
infrastructure and more during its meeting Thursday, Dec. 12. 

The Board unanimously approved the following: 
• Information Technology managed services provider 12-month 

contract with its current provider TenHats, with an option to ex-
tend to 24 months.

It has been providing the service since May for $3,820 per 
month, totaling $22,920 for the remainder six months of  the fis-
cal year, according to Travis Ramsey, Town IT manager. 

• Contract with Hendricksen for Town Hall furniture and fix-
tures through an Omnia contract and Sourcewell contract for 
$268,154. 33. The funds are coming from the federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funding. 

• Approval of  a contract with Everon ADT for Town Hall Se-
curity and Installation through Omnia contract for $121,813.96. 

• Approval of  a five-year contract with Everon for security li-
censing for $35,116.85 for security equipment.

• Approval of  purchase from SHI Court of  Town Hall network 
equipment for $34,051.46 to be installed by TenHats.

• Approval of  proposal from Canon & Canon for construction 
engineering inspection services for the fiber optic infrastruc-

Lots of new goodies, 
$3 mil+, for Town Hall; 
Valentine’s Day re-open

Wins for local developers
at FMPC: its unanimous 

added shopping security: KCSOadded shopping security: KCSO

to everyone in Farragut, 
Concord, Hardin Valley,
West Knox Co. &  to all
our readers worldwide

RCF Ugly Sweater champ, 3rd

Tammy Cheek 

The Rotary Club of Farragut members got lots of laughs with its Ugly Christmas Sweater contest 
during the club’s meeting in Fox Den Country Club Wednesday, Dec. 18. (Left) RCF member Ralph 
Henry took home the first-place prize, a dinner at Water Into Wine bistro & lounge. (Right) One of 
RCF’s newest members, Bill McManus, took third. (See runner-up/fourth-place winner on page 3A)

ture, which costs the Town $150,000.
• Approval of  Wright Construction change order for $110,832 

above the contract price and add 17 days to the construction con-
tract. 

The original bid price was $2,999,700. “With any remodeling 
that we do, we’re going to run into unexpected things,” said Bud 
McKelvey, Town senior facilities project manager overseeing the 
remodel. The new completion date is set for Feb. 14, 2025. 

See TOWN HALL PROGRESS on Page 3A

See DEVELOPERS WIN on Page 3A

   • Knox County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Bernie 
Lyon and Capt. Aaron Yarnell “announce a new initia-
tive to help keep folks a little safer,” Lyon stated in a 
press release.
    The KCSO Digital Intelligence Unit has launched 
a new program called “Safe Exchange,” which is 
“designed for those who have purchased online from 

Facebook marketplace or something similar and need 
a safe place to meet for the exchange,” he added.  
    How does it work? “Locate the safe exchange 
sign in the parking lot (locally in the Parkside Drive 
Walmart parking lot) and meet to purchase your on-
line items under the surveillance of the Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office,” Lyon stated. “With so many options 

to buy items online from individuals, we’ve c 
reated a way for citizens to add more protection to 
their transactions.” 
   “The cameras aren’t monitored in real-time,  but 
they are recording, which can be very helpful,”  
stated Yarnell, who leads the Digital Intelligence  
Unit for KCSO. 

Laura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

Have a happy Have a happy 
and safe holiday!and safe holiday!
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KCSOreports

towncalendar

• At 8:47 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 18, a com-
plainant called Knox County Sheriff’s Of-
fice West Precinct to report theft and van-
dalism at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital 
Home Health Care along West Point Drive. 

“Complainant (said) after they received the 
oxygen concentrators, it is their routine to place 
the equipment in a bag with materials to kill 
any bugs and place them outside on the porch 
for a few days until inspectors are finished,” the 
report stated. 

“When staff members began going through 
the machines, they saw copper wiring had been 
ripped out of  the machines and stolen, and then 
the cords had been reinserted to hide the miss-
ing copper,” the report further stated. At the 

time of  this report there were no known sus-
pects. 

• At noon, Dec. 18, a victim advised that 
several items were taken from her Chown-
ing Drive residence. The victim was unsure 
of  the quantities that were take of  Oriental 
rugs, light fixtures and household goods. Victim 
advised she was making a list of  all the items 
missing. Total value of  loss was listed at $3,600. 

• At 7:45 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 17, a com-
plainant called KCSO Teleserve Unit to re-
port a theft of  services from 115 Brooklawn St. 

Complainant advised an unknown suspect 
came into his restaurant and ate half  of  their 
meal and left without paying. Value of  loss was 
reported at $31.

• Light the Park in Founders Park at 
Campbell Station continues every evening 
starting at dusk through Wednesday, Jan. 
1. A new addition the festivities is a 53-foot-
by-33-foot synthetic ice rink that will operate 
through Saturday, Jan. 4, at Mayor Ralph Mc-
Gill Plaza. For more information and to make 
reservations, visit www.townoffarragut.org

• A Christmas light music show runs from 
6 to 11 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays, and 6 to 10 
p.m., Sunday through Thursday, now through 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, at Farragut Golf  and Games, 
164 West End Ave. 

The light show, featuring 240,000 LED pixels 
and  taking the space of  a hockey rink, is a Mis-

sion of  Hope fundraiser and costs $5 per person.
• New Year’s at Noon is from 11 a.m. un-

til 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 31, in Farragut 
Community Center, 239 Jamestowne Blvd. 

This event is free and open to the public and 
does not require any registration. 

“It’s geared toward younger children who 
aren’t going to make it to midnight on New 
Year’s Eve, but it still gives them a chance to 
celebrate,” said Rachel Malone, Town Recre-
ation and Event manager. “The biggest draw 
for the event is we drop a net full of  about 1,000 
balloons from the top of  the gym at noon.”

Youngsters also can enjoy crafts, snacks, 
games and various photo opportunities.

A process for future property owners to watch? 
Proposed 2nd house on same lot back to FMPC

n	  TAMMY CHEEK 		
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

A proposed ordinance 
amendment allowing a prop-
erty owner to build another 
house on his lot in the Rural 
Single-Family Residential (R-
1) District was sent back to 
Farragut Municipal Planning 
Commission. 

Farragut Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen voted to send 
the amendment back during 
its meeting Thursday, Dec. 
12, when Tyler Butler, the ap-
plicant asking for the second 
dwelling unit, asked that he 
not be required to go on sew-
er, as he already is on a septic 
tank. 

Aldermen David White 
and Alex Cain both said they 
thought he and other appli-
cants should have a choice. 

“I can’t put an unnecessary 
burden on an existing (prop-
erty owner),” Cain said. 

Community Development 
director Mark Shipley said 
such a change in the proposed 
ordinance should go back to 
the Planning Commission, and 
Mayor Ron Williams agreed.

Williams made the motion 
to send the matter back to the 
Planning Commission “for 
clarity on whether we can al-
low one (dwelling unit) to stay 
on (sewer) and one not.” 

“The new unit to be added 
would be required to be on 
sewer, but the existing home 
— if  it is not on sewer — would 

Express Oil Change, Tire Engineers
looking to plant Town roots; Shipley
asks for architectural ‘checklist’

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 						    
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

A new Express Oil Change and Tire Engineers location is be-
ing proposed for 11153 and 11157 Kingston Pike.

Representatives from EOCTE presented a site plan at a Far-
ragut Municipal Planning Commission Staff/Planner meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, showing both an oil change and tire facilities 
in the development located just past West End Center, between 
Century 21 Legacy, Turkey Creek and Potrillo’s Taqueria & Nev-
eria. 

“They did a good job with these plans with the civil aspect of  
it,” Town Community Development director Mark Shipley said. 
However, “one of  the things that is missing — 
and they’re probably not ready for the Plan-
ning Commission because of  this — is they 
didn’t have any architectural.

“We need to know what the buildings are 
going to look like; all the architectural design 
standards checklist has to be completed,” he 
added. “But, as far as how they did the site 
plan, from a staff’s perspective, I was pretty 
pleased with it. 

“I think they were pretty thorough.” 
Regarding the location, “you got the flood 

fringe (of  Turkey Creek), you’ve got the wet-
lands over here,” Shipley said. And, “there’s an existing bill-
board. 

“There’re two lots here,” he added about the site. “(EOCTE) 
is combining the lots, which they would have to do because this 
building would need the setbacks from the existing lot lines.” 

Shipley noted the entrance is an existing access, about which 
he has been in contact with the Town attorney for his feedback.

“It’s an existing access, but it’s for an old, abandoned site,” 
he said, noting the access “is a terrible place to access Kings-
ton Pike, but they don’t have a lot of  options … it’s pretty much 
where it is.

White, Cain kill Town business
info collect ordinance change
n 	TAMMY CHEEK 						    

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Farragut Board of  Mayor and Aldermen’s action to approve, 
on final reading, an amendment to replace the Town’s exist-
ing business license requirements with a new ordinance, titled 
Business Registration Program, failed during the Board’s meet-
ing Thursday, Dec. 12. 

“In the first reading of  the ordinance (amendment), the Board 
requested the Home Occupation definition be referenced in the 
ordinance for second reading,” Town recorder Allison Myers 
said. “That update has been made.”

Still, “I can’t vote for this, mayor, because of  the section on 
home businesses and booth businesses,” Alderman David 
White said. “A lot of  citizens in Farragut are retired; they run 
businesses out of  their homes to supplement their income.” 
    White and Alderman Alex Cain voted against the amendment, 
while Mayor Ron Williams and Vice Mayor Scott Meyer voted 
for it, creating a tie and causing the motion to fail. Alderman 
Drew Burnette was absent. 

“I realize (the staff is) just wanting permission to collect infor-
mation, but if  you collect the information, something’s got to be 
done with it someday,” White said. “It may not be this Board, but 
another Board could take it up and do whatever they want to. 

“I just feel like these people shouldn’t have to pay sales tax if  
we ever try to put a sales tax on them,” he added. “The rest of  
this ordinance I don’t have a problem with, but if  it did not have 
that about home businesses and booth businesses, I could sup-
port it.”

Town administrator David Smoak said the ordinance already 
has been in place for some time.  “We’re just changing the name 
of  it to the Business Registration Program rather than the Busi-
ness License Program because a lot of  cities have business li-
censes, and they have a business tax that goes with the licens-
es,” he said. 

“We don’t do that (tax), so we just wanted to make sure it was 
really clear to businesses that come into Town that this isn’t a 

not be required to be on sew-
er?” Town administrator Da-
vid Smoak said in asking for 
clarity.

“Yes,” the 
mayor said. 

“ I f  
t h e r e ’ s 
no sewer 
ava i l abl e, 
that’s a 
cocked pis-
tol,” White 
warned. 

“ I f  
t h e r e ’ s 
no sewer available, then all 
of  them would be on a septic 
tank,” Williams replied. 

Still, “It would be good plan-
ning to have anything new on 
sewer,” Shipley said. 

FMPC will not have the item 
on its agenda until its Thurs-
day, Jan. 16, meeting.

The amendment, Ordinance 
24-19, would provide a second 
detached single-family dwell-
ing unit under certain condi-
tions in the Rural Single-Fam-

ily Residential (R-1) District, 
which would have more than 
1.5 acres of  street frontage. 

“This was initially dis-
cussed at the August (Far-
ragut Municipal) Planning 
Commission” in a workshop 
discussion, Shipley said. “The 
applicant has more than an 
acre-and-a-half  in property 
zoned R-1. 

“They asked to have a poten-
tial to have a second dwelling 
unit to be added to an existing 
lot,” he added. “The Planning 
Commission was generally 
open to that concept, but they 
asked the staff to look at how 
many lots are we talking about 
that could potentially qualify 
for this.”

Shipley said there are 115 
house lots that qualify. 

“The Planning Commis-
sion was concerned about that 
number and asked staff to look 
at options to lower that (num-
ber) since this is something 

See 2ND HOUSE? on Page 3A

See CHANGE NIXED on Page 3A
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dress before the development 
has final approval. 

On another action, the Com-
mission approved a site plan 
for two additions to the Wei-
gel’s store at Smith Road and 
Kingston Pike.

Melissa Clark, real estate 
director for Weigel’s, said the 
company plans to add a freez-
er/cooler space in the back of  
the building and a kitchen/deli 
area in the front of  the store. 

Concerning the back addi-
tion, Shipley said a retaining 
wall would need to be moved. 

Clark said the deli area 
would be where the cash reg-
ister currently is located, and 
the cash register would be 
moved further to the front of  
the building.

“This is a Generation 2 
store,” Clark said. “It’s been 
around for a while.” 

She said Weigel’s plans to 
keep the store open during 
construction.

While previously there had 
been concerns about the addi-

tion taking up the sidewalk in 
front of  the store, plans now 
show two front entrances with 
a sidewalk. 

“I’m excited about this, but 
I have one concern,” Commis-
sioner Ron Pinchok said. “The 
parking spaces are close to the 
pumps. 

“If  I’m backing out (of  a 
parking space), (vehicles com-
ing from Smith Road) are com-
ing in fast. I’m afraid there will 
be accidents,” he added. 

Clark said the space between 
the parking spaces and the gas 
pumps meet requirements. 

Commissioner Louise Pov-
lin recommended putting in 
speed bumps. 

In other action:
• Benefield Richters, devel-

opers planning to redesign the 
former Summit View nursing 
home to an independent living 
facility, was granted a recom-
mendation for approval for its 
request to rezone the property 
at 12823 Kingston Pike from C-1 
(General Commercial) to S-1 
(Community Service). It still 
needs approval from Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen.

2nd house?
From page 2A

More Ugly Sweater top 4

Tammy Cheek 

Rotary Club of Farragut members had some holiday fun with an Ugly Christmas Sweater contest 
during the club’s meeting in Fox Den Country Club Wednesday, Dec. 18. (Left) RCF vice president 
Brian Walker and his gnomes won second place. (Right) RCF member Alex Barnwell was all aglow 
in red with a green tie and suspenders as the fourth-place winner in the contest. (See the RCF Ugly 
Sweater champion and the third-place finisher on page 1A)

Developers win
From page 1A

• Approval of  contract for fi-
ber optic cable infrastructure 
from Creek Enterprises for 
with funds from AARPA.

• Approval of  utility Make 
Ready Work agreements for fi-
ber optic cable infrastructure 
project with McKinley-Horn. 

Town Hall Progress
From page 1A

we don’t allow for in other dis-
tricts,” he said. “We do allow 
for it in agricultural districts 
under certain conditions.”

Then they looked at lots that 
could not be further subdivid-
ed, as they do not have enough 
frontage to meet re-subdivi-
sion requirements. 

“When we applied that (re-
quirement) to the 115 lots, that 
was reduced to around 25,” 
Shipley said. “The Planning 
Commission was comfortable 
with that” and asked for an or-
dinance on which they could 
vote. 

The conditions added to the 
ordinance include: the new 
dwelling unit has to meet set-
back requirements, has to be 
at least 40 feet from the exist-
ing dwelling unit, cannot cre-
ate and additional access to a 
public street — the two houses 
would have to share the access 
— has to meet utility codes 
and both units be connected to 
sewer. 

Butler said he would prefer 
not to hook up his existing 
home to sewer, but Shipley 
said the Board needs to think 
of  the other 25 lots. 

But White and Cain agreed, 
“I think it should be either-or.”  

New biz?
From page 2A

“If  you try to turn east-
bound, it’s almost a suicide 
mission,” Shipley added.

He said one of  the staff’s 
comments was to try to work 
with the adjacent property 
owner to have a common en-
trance for both businesses. 
“They might need a variance, 
depending on (Town attorney) 
Tom (Hale’s) interpretation,” 
Shipley said. 

Mayor Ron Williams said 
the location does have a better 
turn east than the car wash, 
which is located a little further 
past the proposed location. 

licenses process like they’re 
used to,” Smoak added. “It’s 
a business registration pro-
gram.”

Regarding “the piece about 
the home-based business, 
there’s a section in our zon-
ing ordinance that talks about 
the types (of  businesses) that 
are allowed in homes,” Smoak 
said. “Many of  those are ser-
vice-based businesses. They 
could be architects; they could 
be a masseuse (or) a hairdress-
er, and they don’t do any kind 
of  sales tax. 

“Any of  those businesses 
would have to register, any-
way, with the state of  Tennes-
see if  they have a sales use 
on permit,” he added. “That 
would not be something that 
goes to the Town of  Farragut.”

Any sales businesses, how-
ever, could include Internet 
sales, and “there are thresh-
olds (of  amount of  sales) they 
would have to reach” before 
sales tax is collected, Smoak 
said. “That’s state law.” 

Change nixed
From page 2A

Silver SponsorPlatinum Sponsor Media SponsorsCommunity Sponsors

SATURDAY • JANUARY 11 • 10 AM to 3PM
FARRAGUT COMMUNITY CENTER • 239 Jamestowne Blvd 

Just north of Village Green Shopping Center and Planet Fitness on Campbell Station Road

WORKSHOPS AND LECTURES
(Large Classroom)

“Empowering Your Health through Nutrition”
with RN and Certifi ed Health Coach, Karyn Smydra

Experts from Turkey Creek Medical Center
discuss current “Heart Health” topics with Q&A

 PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND CLOSE BY AT VILLAGE GREEN SHOPPING CENTER.

A SPECIAL FREE EVENT FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

Shop Farragut in partnership with the Town of Farragut will host the fi fth 

Explore the exclusive pop-up shop experience at 
the Crunchy Mama Box Wellness Pavilion.  A dozen 
home-based mercantile shoppes have banded together 
to create an area where you can dive into Knoxville’s 
lifestyle and boost your well-being by exploring their 
super local + unique products and services. 

11am 

1pm 
-2pm 

2 Photo Booths, 
Live Music & Children’s Activities

Apotheca
Ash Chiropractic and Wellness

Autumn Care Senior Living
Beltone Hearing Center

Clean Eatz
Campbell Station Jazzercise

Courtley Chiropractic
Eden Family Chiropractic

The Exercise Coach - Farragut
Farm Bureau Insurance

Fit Body Boot Camp
Healing Hands Spa

JC Penney Beauty & Salon
Kat’s Lash Lounge & Wax Studio

Neighborhood Barre
One Nation Spin & Sculpt

Poppets Play Place
Premier Martial Arts

Skin by Jenn
Support Her Wellness

SweatHouz
Thrive Physical Therapy

Way with Sarah
Window Hero

Y-12 Federal Credit Union

PARTICIPATING
BUSINESSES

To become a vendor contact us at
shopfarragut@gmail.com.

Presented by

Betsy Herzog

Everyone’s 

Welcome!
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businessbriefs
• Tommy Cutcher recently 

was promoted to vice presi-
dent of Merit Construction 
Inc. Cutcher started with Merit 
in 2005 as a project estimator/
manager and was promoted to 
project executive in 2021. 

He has 
overseen 11 
projects on 
the Univer-
sity of  Ten-
nessee cam-
pus during 
his time 
at Merit, 
as well as 
projects in 
J o h n s o n 
City, New-
port, Se-
vierville and other East Tennes-
see cities.

• Farragut West Knox 
Chamber of Commerce will 
join local Chamber partners, 
including Knoxville Cham-
ber, Anderson County Cham-
ber, Blount Partnership and 
Oak Ridge Chamber to hear the 
2025 Regional Legislative Agen-
da of  shared priorities starting 
at 7:30 a.m. with the breakfast 
Friday, Jan. 31, in Knoxville 
Convention Center, 701 Henley 
St. in Knoxville. 

Opening remarks are at 8 a.m., 
and the discussion by elected of-
ficials starts at 8:05 am. 

Attendees will hear directly 
from elected officials on the pre-
sented priorities and their strat-
egies to execute those priorities. 
These priorities aim to address 
job and business growth in the 
region. The presenting sponsor 
is LDA Engineering. Cost is $40 
to $55. 

• Land Rover Knoxville 
recently has moved into 
its just-finished location at 
10556 Parkside Drive in West 
Knoxville. Parkside Auto, a new 
business that will sell all makes 
and models of  pre-owned vehi-
cles, will take over Land Rover’s 
former location at 10215 Park-
side Drive.

John Hodges, general man-
ager of  Land Rover Knoxville, 
said the dealership’s new lo-
cation will be larger, allowing 
more room to showcase vehicles 
and comfortably accommodate 
customers, which “is important 
because Land Rover Knoxville 
is the only certified Land Rover 
store in Knoxville for sales and 
services that are covered under 
vehicles’ warranties,” a press 
release stated. 

• Knoxville attorney Jona-
than Cooper recently was 
named president of The 

Cutcher

3x World-record
martial artist is
bringing Legacy

Photo submitted

Leif Becker, three-time world record martial artist, will open Legacy Academy of Martial Arts 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, at 11533 Kingston Pike in Village Green shopping center. 

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 		
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Leif  Becker, three-time 
world record martial artist, 
is preparing to open Legacy 
Academy of  Martial Arts on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, at 11533 
Kingston Pike in Village Green 
shopping center, to help Far-
ragut begin to get in shape for 
the New Year. 

Becker has partnered with 
Jon Drew, owner of  Drew 
Fuel Services in Knoxville, to 
launch the enterprise. He will 
be teaching ages 4 years to 
adults, offering various forms 
of  martial arts, which include 
kickboxing, karate and young 
children’s classes. 

To join a class, call 865-290-
4224 or visit the website online 
at legacyama.com

“We’re currently register-
ing people for the new year,” 
Becker said. “They get a holi-
day discount registration.”

As a three-time world record 
holder, Becker has been fea-
tured on the Today Show, Late 

Night with David Letterman 
and various TV shows, putting 
his name out internationally.

“We see martial arts as an 
opportunity or canvas for indi-
viduals to enhance their lives, 
and we work with all ages on 
that,” the martial artist said.  

Becker has been doing a lot 
of  events for the Knox County 
community.

“Earlier this year, I per-
formed at World’s Fair Park, 
and we raised over $20,000 for 
Childhelp,” he said. “What was 
taking place was a lot of  indi-
viduals saw me in the commu-
nity and they inquired about 
where my school might be.

“I didn’t have one in Knox-
ville, so the community came 
together, and that’s where Jon 
Drew (and others) came and 
said, ‘there really should be a 
martial arts school with your 
name on it,’” Becker added

“It takes a village to raise 
(a business); you know, find-
ing the right partners, get-
ting them on board; it really 
brought this together.”  

Tammy Cheek

Racheal R. Poole opened Racheal’s Chair in Suite 16 of Com-
plete Suites, Renaissance | Farragut, 12748 Kingston Pike, Nov. 
6 to experience the “suite” life. 

Racheal’s Chair offers ‘suite’ 
life for Poole: ‘I enjoy hair’

n	  TAMMY CHEEK 		
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Racheal R. Poole has 
brought her almost 30 years of  
experience to her new salon in 
Farragut.

She opened Racheal’s Chair 
in Suite 16 of  Complete Suites, 
Renaissance | Farragut, 12748 
Kingston Pike, Nov. 6. 

After working in a corporate 
hair salon and her own salon 
with a number of  employees, 
“It’s nice coming back to the 
‘suite’ life,” she said. 

“I enjoy hair,” Poole added. 
“I enjoy people. I’m a people 
person.”

For the person sitting in 
her chair, “it’s a safety zone,” 
Poole added. “I never judge.” 

She provides cuts and colors 
of  all natures, keratin treat-
ments, and she is a curly hair 
specialist for men, women and 
children.  

Customers must make an 
appointment. Call or text at 
865-567-2781, e-mail racheals-
chair7@gmail.com or visit  
rachealpoole.glossgenius.com

Poole works with all lengths 
of  hair — and she can do color 
corrections, “something I re-
ally do enjoy,” she said. “It’s 
more helping people at the 
heart of  it at the end of  the 
day. 

“People feel more confident 
about themselves, and if  I can 
help contribute to that and 
touch their lives in a positive 
manner, that’s really impor-
tant to me and has essentially 
kept me in the business this 
long,” Poole added. 

She also does perms. “I have 
some clients, it’s a trending 

Knoxville Bar Association, 
succeeding Carlos Yusan of  the 
University of  Tennessee College 
of  Law, during KBA’s annual 
meeting Friday, Dec. 13. 

Cooper is a long-time lawyer, 
practicing at Knox Defense. 
D u r i n g 
the meet-
ing, Yusan 
p r e s e n t e d 
President’s 
Awards to 
KBA Access 
to Justice 
Committee 
c o - c h a i r s 
Daniel El-
lis and 
C a i t l i n 
Torney. 

Additionally, the following 
were elected as officers: Rachel 
Hurt with Arnette Baker Drak-
er & Hagood, president-elect; 
Ursula Bailey, Law Office of  
Ursula Bailey, treasurer; and 
Cathy Shuck with East Ten-
nessee Children’s Hospital, sec-
retary. 

Members elected the follow-
ing to open positions on the 
Board of  Governors: Kim Bur-
nette with Arnett Baker Draper 
& Hagood; Meagan Collver 
with Lewis Thomason, PC; 
Samuel Lee with the Office of  
the Knox County District Attor-
ney; and Scott Taylor with Ber-
nstein, Stair & McAdams, LLP. 

• Knox County Criminal 
Court Clerk Mike Hammond, 
recently was elected presi-
dent of Tennessee Clerks 
of Court Association at the 
County Officials Association of  
Tennessee Annual Conference 
in Nashville. 

Hammond, who has served as 
Knox County’s Criminal Court 
Clerk for more than a decade, 
was chosen by his peers from all 
95 counties across Tennessee to 
lead the organization (one year).

with the younger boys who 
want curly hair,” Poole said. 
“Not a lot of  stylists here in 
the area do them. 

“I try to do that (perms) on 
days it’s not as busy here,” the 

salon owner added. 
For women needing a style 

for a formal occasion, whether 
that would be a prom or a wed-
ding, Poole will provide those 
styles as well. 

As for the key to starting a 
business here, “It’s really been 
through our community ser-
vice over the past year and in-
dividuals looking to see what 
we have to offer that brought 
this to fruition,” Becker said. 

Of  Drew, “he saw the oppor-
tunity and the need in the com-
munity for the things we have 

to offer,” he said. 
To help the community, “We 

offer a program called Break-
ing Barriers, Building Futures. 
It’s a specialized program that 
works with individuals to find 
guidance and direction in their 
lives,” Becker said. 

As such, he recently worked 
with a local drug and alco-

hol prevention group, works 
with children’s organizations 
and visits children’s hospitals 
around the country. 

In martial arts for more than 
30 years, Becker had a martial 
arts school in Connecticut for 
more than 20 years. “I think 
you just continue to come back 
to your calling,” he said. 

Cooper

Advertising Account ExecutiveAdvertising Account Executive

FULL TIME, SALARY PLUS COMMISSION
for established territory with room to grow.

 Mileage and cell phone allowance • Health Insurance and 401K
Fast Paced Atmosphere. Must be organized and outgoing. Self Motivated. 

Multi Tasking a must. Sales/Customer Service Experience Preferred.

 Send resume to:
khartman@farragutpress.com

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37934 | 865.675.6397

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

ROOFROOF
REPAIRREPAIR
SpecialistsSpecialists
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Pair of 9-point runs helps
Webb dispose of Hawks

Known as one of the most versatile football players in the Knox-
ville Metro area as a linebacker/tight end/kicker and punter, 
Hardin Valley Academy senior Nathan Holbrook, third from left, 
also has been versatile in other Hawks sports, being a big con-
tributor in soccer and in basketball. Holbrook had a day in the 
spotlight earlier this month — surrounded by family, teammates, 
coaches and other HVA colleagues — as he signed National Let-
ter of Intent papers with East Tennessee State University during 
a short ceremony in the HVA Auditorium. Seated alongside Hol-
brook are his brother, Logan Holbrook, far left, and his parents, 
Phil and Vonna Holbrook. 

Photo submitted

Editor’s note: due to an extremely early holiday deadline neces-
sitated by printing requirements, the opening round of  the 2024 
Hammer’s Hardwood Classic Thursday, Dec. 19, was our last 
chance to cover this tourney for this issue. 

n	BILL HOWARD						    
	Correspondent

KNOXVILLE — Any basketball fan knows the game can be 
streaky.

Thursday night, Dec. 19, at Webb School of  Knoxville in the 
opening round of  the Hammer’s Hardwood Classic, sponsored 
by 5-Star Preps, the Spartans used a pair of  
second-half  nine-point runs to pull away from 
visiting Hardin Valley Academy.

A game that was competitive into the third 
quarter wound up as a convincing Spartans 
win, 66-43.

Webb was equally adept at both getting the 
ball inside and hitting jumpers, including 
threes. 

“We’ve got a good team,” Spartans head 
coach Ricky Norris said. “We’ve got a little bal-
ance; we got some guys who can make shots. 
That opens up the lanes so we can drive it.”

Hawks head coach Andy Arendt was impressed with the Team 
in Green. “They’re a fantastic team,” he said. “The most com-
plete team in Knoxville, probably. They’ve got all the pieces.”

Webb led only 15-12 after one, but thanks to a 9-2 run in the 
second quarter that lead grew to 31-20 at the half. 

More than halfway through the third, the Spartans still led 

Editor’s note: due to an ex-
tremely early holiday deadline 
necessitated by printing re-
quirements, the opening round 
of  the Hammer’s Hardwood 
Classic Thursday, Dec. 19, was 
our last chance to cover this 
tourney for this issue. 

n	ALAN SLOAN		
	editor@farragutpress.com

HARDIN VALLEY — La-
beled by head coach J.P. Bur-
ris as “probably the best first 
half  offensively we’ve had all 
year,” Farragut High School’s 
boys basketball team built 
a 13-point first-quarter lead 
against Division II-AA Knox-
ville Catholic Thursday night, 
Dec. 19, at Hardin Valley 
Academy. 

But on the other end of  
this night, after play got espe-
cially intense, physically and 
— some might say — chippy, 
it was the Fighting Irish per-
haps playing one of  its best 
quarters of  defensive basket-
ball all season. 

Cutting the FHS lead to one 

Photos by Alan Sloan

(Above left) Dom VanAcker, left, Farragut wing, tries to initiate the Admirals offense while guarded 
by Knoxville Catholic’s Carson Asbaty. (Above right) T.J. Tipton, Fighting Irish post, looks to secure 
an offensive rebound surrounded by FHS defenders Bryce Howard (1) and Kent Carbaugh (4). 

Irish
awake,
late ‘D’
clutch
vs. Ads

Hawk Holbrook to be
an ETSU Buccaneer

Dominant 2nd quarter leads
Webb girls past Lady Warriors

Alan Sloan

Parker Lane, left, Farragut High School point guard, looks to drive 
on Knoxville Catholic’s Jason Gainey during this opening round 
Hammer’s Hardwood Classic game at Hardin Valley Academy 
Thursday night, Dec. 19. The Fighting Irish overcame an early 
13-point deficit with tough defense late for an 83-74 win. 

Editor’s note: due to an extremely early holiday deadline neces-
sitated by printing requirements, the opening round of  the 2024 
Hammer’s Hardwood Classic Thursday, Dec. 19, was our last 
chance to cover this tourney for this issue. 

n	BILL HOWARD						    
	Correspondent

KNOXVILLE — It was two Dutchtown Road rivals separated 
by less than one mile — Webb School of  Knoxville and Christian 
Academy of  Knoxville — squaring off in the opening round of  
the Hammer’s Hardwood Classic, sponsored 
by 5-Star Preps, Thursday night, Sept. 19.

A dominant second quarter by the home-
steading Lady Spartans built a comfortable 
lead they wouldn’t relinquish. The final was 
67-53.

“I’m excited about what this team’s capable 
of,” second-year Webb head coach Greg Her-
nandez said. “They’ve bought in; they work 
hard.”  

“They executed their game plan the way 
they needed to and we didn’t,” CAK head 
coach Abby Williams said, despite Lady War-
rior Maddie Braden scoring a game-high 27 points.  “Every time 
we’d go on a bit of  a run, they’d stop it.”

The Lady Spartans jumped to a 7-2 lead, but six straight by the 
Lady Warriors gave them an 8-7 advantage with two minutes left 
in the first period. Webb finished the quarter on a 5-1 run to lead 
12-9 after one.

The game-changing second quarter for Webb started with con-
secutive jumpers by Meeyah Green, the second of  which made it 
16-9 with 5:36 left in the half. Green led her team with 21 points.

“Meeyah got us started, and then once everybody got acclimat-
ed to the game, we started making plays,” Hernandez said.

Norris

Hernandez

point in the second quarter be-
fore taking its first lead of  the 
game at 51-49 early in the third 
frame, Knoxville Catholic’s de-
fense in the contest’s last eight 
minutes turned a 68-66 deficit 
after three quarters into an 83-
74 Catholic triumph. 

The Fighting Irish defense 
held Farragut to just two 
points in the first seven min-

utes of  the fourth quarter. 
“Every day at practice we’ll 

put three minutes on the clock 
and say, ‘you’re down 10 and 
you’ve got to come back,’” 
said KCHS junior post Cade 
Murphy, who exploded offen-
sively in the second and third 
quarters,  ending with a game-

See WEBB GIRLS WIN on Page 8A

See SPARTANS ROLL on Page 8A

See IRISH RALLY on Page 8A

sportssports NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

farragutpress is in need of additional Motor Route 
Carriers to deliver the paper once a week. 

Please contact Tony Christen at 865-218-8872 
or production@farragutpress.com

Tim
Hathaway

www.timhathaway.com
E-mail: 

tim@timhathaway.com

Cell: 643-3232
Office:  

693-3232 
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10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning 
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate

Cathy
Warmbrod
Attorney
McDonald, Levy & Taylor

We accept most all insurance plans.

O� ice of  Dr. Dan Lovely, Jr. 

 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

323 Fox Road, Suite 200, | Knoxville, TN 37922
865-690-5231 | www.parkwaydentalo� ice.com
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Investment falsehoods
among Hall’s advice at RCF

Tammy Cheek

Jeff Hall, left, partner/senior advisor with Rather & Kittrell and a 
former standout Tennessee Vols kicker in the mid- to late-1990s, 
is welcomed by Rotary Club of Farragut sergeant-at-arms How-
ard Fass. Hall was featured speaker for the Wednesday, Dec. 
18, RCF meeting in Fox Den Country Club.

Young homeschoolers brighten holidays for Concord Place residents

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 				  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

A standout kicker for University of  Tennesse 
Vols, helping his team win a national champi-
onship in 1998, Jeff Hall found a new calling af-
ter a brief  period of  professional football.  

These days, this Farragut resident and Win-
chester native helps others meet their financial 
goals as a partner/senior advisor with Rather 
& Kittrell. During a meeting with The Rotary 
Club of  Farragut in Fox Den Country Club 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, he shared insights about 
investing. 

“There are things that matter, and then there 
are things you can control, and what we need to 
focus on is where those two overlap,” he said. 
“That’s what makes life full and blessed is find-
ing those things that do overlap and pulling 
your time and energy into whatever those are.” 

However, there are misconceptions that could 
affect people’s financial wealth. 

One of  those misconceptions is “someone 
knows the secret.” 

“Nope,” Hall responded. “$800 billion of  trad-
ing and transactions go on everyday in the capi-

tal market. No one knows what’s going to hap-
pen.

“There’s no discernable trend,” he added. 
“There’s no way to predict what’s going to hap-
pen next.”

Also, “just because someone’s the smartest 
person in the room, it doesn’t mean you should 
listen to him about finances,” Hall said.  

A second misconception is “invest money 
based on politics.” He observed, “The market 
doesn’t care … because there are so many influ-
ences on the stock market.”  

Another misconception is more effort equals 
better results. 

“Money is like soap: the more you handle it, 
the more it disappears,” Hall said, adding he 
observed dormant accounts had better returns 
than overly managed ones. 

“Jeff’s finance career began in 1999, after 
a successful four years as a student athlete at 
the University of  Tennessee” and a stint in the 
NFL, RCF president-elect Candace Viox said in 
her introduction of  Hall. “Jeff will be the first 
to tell you that success in one area of  life does 

See ADVICE on Page 7A

(Above) The 
home-schooled 
group enjoyed 
decorating this 
tree for seniors. 
(Far left) 
Concord Place 
resident Helen 
James con-
nected with one 
of the younger 
homeschoolers.
(Left) Home-
schoolers helped 
residents wrap 
presents.
 
Photos submitted

n	STAFF REPORTS						    
	editor@farragutpress.com

Local homeschoolers recently joined residents at Concord 
Place, an Anthem Memory Care community, 901 Concord Road, 
to celebrate the holidays. 

The students and their families led the seniors in Christmas 
carols, tree decorating and crafting. The group also enjoyed 
Christmas cookies and a visit with Santa, according to a press 
release from Anthem Memory Care.

See CELEBRATE on Page 7A

Stock tips a ‘kick’ in the pants

      The
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• Amadeus Concert En-
semble announces its Win-
ter Season of free concerts 
as part of the Cathedral 
Concert Series at Cathedral 
of  the Most Sacred Heart of  
Jesus, 711 South Northshore 
Drive, Knoxville.

“The Lighter Side of  
Beethoven begins at 4:30 p.m., 
Feb. 16, featuring vocal sur-
prises including the compos-
er’s Tyrolean songs, “Auld 
Lang Syne” and “God Save the 
King.”

The program also presents 
rarely heard selections from 
Beethoven’s cantatas, concert 
scenes, Knight’s Ballet and his 
unfinished opera Vestas Feuer. 
Metropolitan Opera bass Na-
than Stark — “ominous and 
unearthly power” according 
to the Washington Post — and 
soprano Mary-Hollis Hundley 
— “sophisticated ... sparkling” 
according to Tulsa World 
—  will make their ACE and 
Knoxville debuts. 

Knoxville artists soprano 
Jacqueline Brecheen  — “lyri-
cally beautiful and strong” 
according to Arts Knoxville 
— and tenor John Overholt 
fill out the quartet of  solo-

ists. Maestro Brian Salesky 
returns to the ACE podium to 
conduct this unique program, 
which includes the participa-
tion of  Knoxville Symphony 
Youth Choir in their second 
collaboration with ACE.

.• With less than a week 
left in 2024, the American 
Red Cross asks donors to 
give blood or platelets now 
to help those in need enjoy the 
rest of  the holiday season with 
loved ones. 

Donors with type O negative 
blood and those giving plate-
lets especially are urged to 
give now so patients can con-
tinue to receive the care they 
count on in the coming weeks.

Those who come to give 
through Friday, Jan. 3, will 
receive an exclusive Red Cross 
long-sleeved T-shirt while sup-
plies last.

Schedule an appointment 
by using the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org, calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or en-
abling the Blood Donor Skill 
on any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or for 
more information. 

All blood types are needed 

Advice
From page 6A

to ensure a reliable supply for 
patients. 

A blood donor card or driv-
er’s license or two other forms 
of  identification are required 
at check-in. Individuals who 
are 17 years of  age  in most 
states  (16 with parental con-
sent  where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are generally in good 
health may be eligible to do-
nate blood. 

High school students and 
other donors 18 years of  age 
and younger also have to meet 
certain height and weight re-
quirements.

Blood and platelet donors 
can save time at their next do-
nation by using RapidPass to 
complete their pre-donation 
reading and health history 
questionnaire online on the 
day of  their donation before 
arriving at the blood drive. 

To get started, follow the in-
structions at RedCrossBlood.
org/RapidPass or use the 
Blood Donor App.

“Having dementia doesn’t 
diminish the joy of  celebrating 
the holidays,” said Lorie War-
ren, life engagement director 
for Concord Place. “This was 
a great chance for the young-
sters and our residents to rem-
inisce and share their love of  
Christmas.”

“Anthem’s core purpose is 
to  protect, engage and love 

people living with memory loss 
and is committed to providing 
understanding and signifi-
cance to people with Alzheim-
er’s disease and other types of  
dementia,” the press release 
stated. 

Anthem, based in West Linn, 
Oregon, also operates and de-
velops memory care commu-
nities in Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Ohio and Wiscon-
sin.

Celebrate
From page 6A

not automatically translate to 
success elsewhere.” 

“Three years, almost to the 
day, that we won that national 
championship game, I had to 
make, probably, one of  the 
most difficult phone calls I 
ever had to make,” he recalled. 
He had to call his parents and 
ask for $500 to pay his bills. 

“So, I went from a guy who’s 
‘the world is your oyster,’ ev-
erything right there in front of  
me, to the next three years just 
made some pretty silly deci-
sions,” Hall added. 

However, he had the good 
fortune of  being hired in 2002 
by Lyle Rather and Chris Kit-
trell as the first employee at 
the Farragut firm, Rather & 
Kittrell. “Since that moment, 
Jeff has dedicated his profes-

sional career to helping others 
have peace of  mind about their 
finances through good stew-
ardship, giving and thought-
ful wealth transfer planning,” 
Viox said. 

In 2011, Hall became a part-
ner at Rather & Kittrell and 
solidified a successional plan 
for the firm. 

He holds a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence degree in business ad-
ministration, with a major in 
marketing and minor in speech 
communications from UT. 

Hall’s pursuit of  life-long 
learning and technical profi-
ciency led him to earn the Cer-
tified Financial Planner cer-
tification, Certified Financial 
Management Analyst certifi-
cation from Wharton School 
of  Business in University of  
Pennsylvania, and a certified 
Kingdom Advisor designation 
from Kingdom Advisors. 

WorshipWorship
PraisePraise&

 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 
to place your ad in the 
farragutpress Worship & 
Praise Directory!

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

SATURDAY | 5:30P
SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A*

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

HARRISON LN CAMPUS:
1:30P, 3:00P, 4:30P, & 6:00P

*Nursery (ages infant-2yr old) will be 
o� ered during the 9:30 and 11:00A service.

WORSHIP SERVICES

MID-WEEK TIMES

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

CHRISTMAS AT WESTGATE 
Every Sunday in December, 10:30 am 

CHRISTMAS DESSERT THEATER 
Sunday, December 15, 6:00 pm  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 24, 7-8:00 pm

Scan for Event Details

416 N. Campbell Station Road  
www.westgatechurchknox.com 

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICES

DECEMBER 24, 2024
3:00 p.m. ~ Casual

7:00 p.m.  ~ Traditional
(Communion and Candlelight 

included at 3pm and 7pm)

Christian Friends of Israel
P.O. Box 1813

Jerusalem, 91015 Israel
Gen 12:3 www.cfijerusalem.org

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

Christmas Eve - 4pm        

 7:00 - 8:00pm        

 ffumc.org/events

865.675.3474 • info@waycoolhvac.com • www.waycoolhvac.com

Serving Farragut and West Knoxville since 2005

9309 Kingston Pike STE. C | Knoxville, TN 37922
(865) 240-3550

www.atlanticrehabcenter.com

Our staff is committed to helping you reach your 
full potential as an athlete. Our detailed treatment plans 
can help at every stage, from specialized 
training to post-surgical rehabilitation. Here 
are just a few of the benefi ts of physical therapy 
at Atlantic Rehab Center:

• Correct muscle imbalances to ensure you’re 
 performing at your best
• Restore or improve joint range of motion 
 and increase your overall mobility
• From prehab to rehab, we’ll work to get 
 you the results

Call or visit our website to see how we can help you.
Ask about our Class IV Laser and Focus Shockwave and 
their ability to activate stem cells. 

Scan the QR code to learn more about:

“ R e s t o r i n g  t h e  Q u a l i t y  o f  L i f e ”

Move Freely, Live FullyMove Freely, Live FullyMove Freely, Live Fully

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1
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by 11, 40-29. A 9-0 run over 
the next three minutes put 
the lead at 20, 49-29, and HVA 
wouldn’t catch up.

“It all starts with us on the 
defensive end,” Norris said. 
“When other teams are feeling 
us defensively, then offense 
usually takes care of  itself.”

The Hawks managed to cut 
the lead to 15, 51-36, at the end 
of  three, but another 9-0 run 
by Webb to start the fourth 

blew the game open.
“We don’t have a ton of  

depth,” Arendt said. “Whenev-
er we put some bench guys in 
they’re gonna take advantage 
of  them in the post.” 

While Webb improved its re-
cord to 11-1, HVA fell to 7-4.

Junior wing Owen Lentz led 
the Spartans in scoring with 
16. Senior wing Shavar Young 
added 11. 

Hawks’ senior wing Ben 
Brophy led all scorers with 
21, which included his 1,000th 
point at HVA.

   Up 22-17 with 3:22 remaining, 
the Lady Spartans scored eight 
unanswered —- including two 
straight treys by eighth-grad-
er Ivy Napier — to lead 30-17.

The score at intermission 
was 36-20. “We got outscored 
24-11 in the second quarter 
and allowed them to create 
that gap,” Williams said. 

A 10-3 run by Webb to open 
the third frame made the score 
46-23 with 5:59 left. CAK then 
scored seven straight to cut 
the lead to 46-30. It would be 
the Lady Warriors’ last gasp.

The teams traded baskets 
the rest of  the third, which 
ended with the Lady Spartans 
leading 56-40.

Webb improved to 11-0 after 
the victory, while the Lady 
Warriors fell to 6-4.  

Spartans roll
From page 5A

Webb girls win
From page 5A

high 37 points. “Doing that ev-
ery day in practice definitely 
gives us a little experience in 
just the type of  energy need-
ed, how you need to be flying 
around in situations like that.

“And we stayed composed,” 
the junior post added. 

On the defensive end in the 
fourth quarter, “our rebound-
ing was better; they weren’t 
getting as many second-
chance opportunities,” Mur-
phy said. 

Though Farragut senior 
wing Dominic VanAcker 
scored a team-high 30 points, 
he scored only two points dur-
ing the first seven minutes of  
the fourth quarter. 

“Carson Asbaty did a great 
job guarding him in the fourth 
quarter,” Murphy said. 

“Catholic’s obviously a re-
ally good team,” Burris said 
about the Irish. 

“We started off hot, shot it 

really well in the first half,” he 
added. “Didn’t shoot it as well 
in the second half, definitely.

“In the fourth quarter I 
think we only scored six 
points, which in close games 
you can’t finish a game that 
way.”  

Guard Brylen Gibbs added 
11 points for the Irish, while 
forward Juice Eleam scored 
nine and Asbaty eight points 
for the winners. 

Britton Lewis, FHS senior 
post, scored 14. Bryce Howard 
and Reid Vining both came off 
the bench and contributed of-
fensively, with Howard scor-
ing seven and Vining ending 
with six points. 

“I thought our guys’ effort 
was really good,” Burris said. 
“We played hard — I couldn’t 
fault that at all.” 

Offensively in the first half, 
“I was  really proud of  the fact 
that we shared the ball,” the 
Admirals skipper added.

“And in the first quarter we 
were great defensively.” 

Irish rally
From page 5A “Every day at 

practice we’ll put 
three minutes 
on the clock and 
say, ‘you’re down 
10 and you’ve 
got to come 
back.’ ... Definite-
ly gives us a little 
experience in just 
the type of ener-
gy needed ...,” 

- Cade Murphy,
KCHS junior post on  
what it takes to rally  
from behind
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Advertising Account ExecutiveAdvertising Account Executive

FULL TIME, SALARY PLUS COMMISSION
for established territory with room to grow.

 Mileage and cell phone allowance • Health Insurance and 401K

Fast Paced Atmosphere. Must be organized and outgoing. Self Motivated. 
Multi Tasking a must. Sales/Customer Service Experience Preferred.

 Send resume to:
khartman@farragutpress.com

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37934 | 865.675.6397

 To place your 
Classifi ed ad in 
farragutpress 
please call 

865-675-6397.

MOTOR ROUTE CARRIERS NEEDED
Deliver newspapers once a week for farragutpress.

Must have valid Tennessee Driver’s license, reliable 
transportation and proof of automobile insurance.

Contact Tony Christen at 865.218.8872 for more information.

classifi eds
 Classifi ed Advertising Rates  Classifi ed Payments Classifi ed Advertising 

Deadlines Line Ads
Private Party 15 words $47/4 weeks
Commercial 25 words $57/4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week
Display Ads 
$11.25 per column inch

 Line Ads
 Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
 Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

 Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classifi ed advertising.

 These Cards Gladly Accepted:

To place your ad in 
the farragutpress 
Service Directory, 

call Linda at 
865-218-8881.

service 
   directory

 EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.”

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the fi rst week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, 
products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all 
advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

lawn & landscaping

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for FREE Fall Estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

miscellaneous services

home repair & improvement

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• FREE Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• 20+ Years Experience
• 5★ Rated
• No Job Too Small

Locally Owned & Operated

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Monthly, Monthly, 
Quarterly, Yearly  Quarterly, Yearly  

Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 
Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-Construction

Visit us on Facebook 

BED BUG 
CONTROL

GUARANTEED 

Serving East Tennessee since 1974

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

Serving East Tennessee for 50 years 
Ask about our Termite 

Damage Repair Guarantee. 

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

 ArmstrongArmstrong  
RemodelingRemodeling
865-315-0630865-315-0630
Licensed • bonded • Insured • ReferencesLicensed • bonded • Insured • References

Knoxville’s Home Knoxville’s Home 
Renovation SpecialistRenovation Specialist

Serving Knox and surrounding counties for over 21 years

 Home Additions and Remodeling from Concept to Completion

 20%off 
all 

services

 • Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Kitchens • Masonry 
• Bathrooms • Decks • Fencing • Flooring • Plumbing 

• Carpentry • and much more!

 Free Design Consultation and Estimates

 No Money Down 
Financing Available
Follow Armstrong 
Remodeling on

Memories for a Lifetime!
•Family Portraits

•Holidays  •Weddings
•Sports Photography

865-317-3193
jdcec24@1cloud.com 

www.865productions.com

Located in Turkey Creek
For more information call

865-625-4062
knoxville@peachcobblerfactory.com

We CATER it All!We CATER it All!
• Holiday Parties
• Parties 
• Church Events 
• Banquets 
• O� ice Events 
• Weddings
• Special Events & more

Residential & 
Commercial

Bush Hogging
Mulch & Rock

Delivery Available

LEAF REMOVALLEAF REMOVAL
FALL & WINTERFALL & WINTER

CLEAN-UPCLEAN-UP

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

Beautiful & Affordable Landscape Designs • Professional Installation
Exciting Outdoor Lighting • Bed Remodeling • Sod Installation

Top-notch Weeding, Pruning & Mulching • Leaf Removal

Reed Strozier • 865-258-1844 • www.dreamgardens865.com

RANDY THE PAINTER
Celebrating 44 Years in 2024
Commercial & Residential

30% OFF
Nov. thru Feb. BOOK NOW!

Carpentry • Sheetrock
Check out our 5★ Google Reviews!

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

865-522-3222
Cell - 865-455-5022 - Call or Text

rharvey9160@gmail.com
 randythepainterandcrew.com

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2024

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

Call Now
865-539-0222

 ALL SEASONS LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING ALL SEASONS LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING
 Providing you with complete lawn service.

LEAF REMOVAL
NOW OPENING NEW SPRING ACCOUNTS
• MOWING • MULCHING • TRIMMING

• LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

Free estimates  865-742-0685 www.allseasonslawncaretn.com
 TN Charter

 #4544 Christian Owned & Lic./Insured ~ Lee Strunk

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

like us on 
facebook 

@ 
facebook.com/
farragutpress

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

 1 Block ........................ $60/mo.
2 Block ...................... $115/mo.
3 Block ...................... $170/mo.
4 Block ...................... $225/mo.
6 Block ...................... $335/mo.
8 Block ...................... $445/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
 Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

 Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classifi ed advertising.

 These Cards Gladly Accepted:

 Do you have 
a unique 
business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory!

Call Linda at 
865-218-8881
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Faith Lutheran Church again treated the community to its annual Cookie Walk & Craft Sale, which took place in the church, 
225 Jamestowne Blvd., Saturday, Dec. 7. In all, members made and sold 750 dozen (9,000 cookies), said Darla Berdal, 

tri-chair of  the cookie walk with Joanne Sills and Carol Nanney. Nanney said there were 22 vendors selling crafts at the event. 

While many shopped the crafts, waiting for their turn around the cookie tables, 
others chose their favorite cookies when their numbers were called. 

“Words just don’t describe what people do” to support the event, Berdal said. 
“We just ask and they do it. I had non-members — neighbors and co-workers of  members — make cookies. 

We just trust He’s going to take care of  everything, and we have enough,” she added. “It truly is an amazing event. It’s humbling.” 

Photos by Tammy Cheek

Cookie Walk & Craft Sale

Crafter Vicky MarrowCarol Ann SchneiderGreeter Larry Koran

Connie Rist, right, with daughter, Karli Pritchard Volunteers Esha Patel, left, and Scarlett Parrott

Event chairs Carol Nanney, left, and Joanne Sills with 
crafter Charlie Hewston

Christian Berry, 11, left, with dad, Brad Berry

Jan Maskarinec

Jennifer Berry, left, and Darla Berdal



DON’TDON’T
DRINK,DRINK,PHONEPHONE OR TEXTTEXT

&& DRIVE DRIVE

Celebrate Celebrate 
Safely!Safely!

Celebrate Celebrate 
Safely!Safely!
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230 Village Commons Blvd.
Farragut, TN  37934

(865) 671-2500
www.TheVillagesFarragut.com

Your friends at LCUB want to remind you if you’re 
going to drink, to please choose a designated driver. 

Arrive home safely to your loved ones.

1-844-Our-LCUB
LCUB.com

DON’T 
DRINK 
AND 
DRIVE.
ARRIVE 
ALIVE.

(865) 444-1451
10520 Waterville Lane | Knoxville, TN 37932

ATHENS
201 S Congress Pwk • 423-744-9828

FARRAGUT
10730 Kingston Pike • 865-966-0425

HARDIN VALLEY
10838 Hardin Valley Rd.

865-248-2340
LENOIR CITY

1301 Hwy. 321N • 865-986-6533
MARYVILLE

723 S Foothills Plaza • 865-983-0741

Wishing you a Wishing you a 
SSafe afe HHoliday oliday SSeasoneason..    
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

 For more information call (865) 692-8950
www.nursefirst.net

      The

Morning Show  
              with Darrell

J O I N  U S  F O R :

Email: darrell@wfiv.com • WFIV 105.3 • 865-218-5609

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas  
&& Happy New Year! Happy New Year!

19748 TN-72, Loudon, TN 37774
Open 24 hours • (865) 458-4611

w w w . m o n t e r e y m u s h r o o m s . c o m

Chopped mushrooms are 
only good for cooking. 
Be safe this New Years Eve.

Give a Big Cheer for the 

New YearNew Year
865-221-8846

www.postalannex.com/14023
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-4pm

9234 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37922

2020%% off off One ItemOne Item

With this ad. With this ad. 
Expires Expires 

1/31/251/31/25

 7023 Kingston Pike 7023 Kingston Pike    In the West Hills Center In the West Hills Center   
584-3966 • 584-3966 • www.fostersjewelry.comwww.fostersjewelry.com  

Let’s get your taxes DONE!

IRS Enrolled Agent
Joe Bedford

� � � � � � � � � �

Tax Preparation with Integrity
Simpler returns starting at $200,

consultations always FREE
joebedford@yourbacko�  ceaccounting.com or text/call 865-272-9106

2025

Let’s Cheer for a Brand New Year!

 GREG SCEALF, AGENCY OWNER
220 South Peters Road Knoxville TN 37923

P 865.694.9788
www.knoxvilleinsurancegroup.com

 Have a Wonderful 2025

Richard BriggsRichard Briggs
TN State SenatorTN State Senator

77thth District District

Wishing everyone Wishing everyone 
a joyous 2025!a joyous 2025!

Wishing everyone 
a joyous 2025!

 Cindy Doyle, Agent

 865-690-6300 
cindydoyle.com

248 N. Peters Rd. Suite 4

Best wishes for peace 
& prosperity in 2025!

Happy Happy 
New Year!New Year!
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Scenes from the Season 

Above: 
Meredith Cummings 
with daughters, 
Natalie, 2, and 
Ivy, 6, at Holiday 
Festival of Lights

Left: 
Joey and Bettina 
Ruffalo at Holiday 
Festival of Lights

Above: From left, 
Alissa Sanchez, 
Hannah Ireland, 

Breanna Foy and 
Laura Cutter at 

FWKCC's Holiday 
Open House

Right: From left, 
grandma, Jan  
Gorashi with  

Henry Sangid, 4, 
his sister, Harper, 

6, and friend  
Camille Helenek  
at Countdown to 

Light the Park

Right: 
Santa with 

Charlie Turnbill, 
8, at HVES’s 
Holiday Craft 

Market

Below: 
Twins Olivia 

Gibson, left, and 
Lexie, 3,  with 

parents, Carlee 
and Nate Gibson 
at Countdown to 

Light the Park 

Above: Santa and one of his elves joined members of Farragut Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen and local meteorologist Mike Witcher, emcee, at Countdown to Light the 
Park. Representing BOMA, from left, are Alderman Alex Cain, Mayor Ron Williams 
and Alderman Drew Burnette.

Pinnacle Assisted Living
10520 Waterville Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

(865) 444-1451

Call today to schedule your 
personal visit with Tiana Schultz, 
Community Relations Director, 
at 865-444-1451 ext #1 or #6 

or 716-425-2315.

All the care you need at 
ONE great price point!

No levels or point systems necessary.

ALL-INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 

Christmas
Wishes!

Best

V O T E D  H A R D I N  V A L L E Y ’ S
BEST ASSISTED LIVING/ BEST SENIOR LIVING FACILITY!

alleyHardin

AWARDS
CHOICE
READERSREADERS

1 1 8 6 3  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  |  F a r r a g u t  |  8 6 5 - 6 7 5 - 6 3 9 7  |  f a r r a g u t p r e s s . c o m

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
from

�
Let’s get your taxes DONE!

IRS Enrolled Agent
Joe Bedford

� � � � � � � � � �

Tax Preparation with Integrity
Simpler returns starting at $200,

consultations always FREE
joebedford@yourbacko�  ceaccounting.com or text/call 865-272-9106
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Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus: a true story

Editorial  Page,  New York Sun,  1897

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication below, expressing at  
the same time our great gratification that its faithful author is numbered among the friends  
of  The Sun:

I am 8 years old. Some of  my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If  you see it 
in The Sun, it’s so.”  Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

		        	   					     ~ Virginia O’Hanlon

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of  a  
skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be which is 
not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or  
children’s, are little. In this great universe of  ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as  
compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of  
grasping the whole of  truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they 

abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would be the world 
if  there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if  there were no Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The external light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might get your papa 
to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if  
they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, 
but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those that 
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of  course not, 
but that’s no proof  that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil  
covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of  all 
the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love, romance, can push 
aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, 
Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from now,  
Virginia, nay,  ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart 
of  childhood. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Francis P. Church’s editorial, “Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus,”  
was an immediate sensation, and became one of  the most famous editorials ever written.  

It first appeared in the New York Sun in 1897, almost 125 years ago, and was reprinted  
annually until 1949 when the paper went out of  business. 

Yes, Virginia,
1 2 7  y e a r s  l a t e r  S a n t a  C l a u s  r e m a i n s  r e a l1 2 7  y e a r s  l a t e r  S a n t a  C l a u s  r e m a i n s  r e a l

Dan Palombi of the Palombi Team at 
FWKCC's Holiday Open House

Brittany and Philip Pardue with daughter, Blakely, 2, at 
Breakfast with Santa

Prateek Thaman with daughter, 
Priya Thaman, 4, decorate a cookie at 

Celebrate the Season

PAY YOUR WAY WITH ZERO FEES 
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Prefer to pay your utility bill by credit card? 
No problem! Call 1-800-731-7564, 

or pay online with MasterCard, Visa, Discover 
or American Express and enjoy NO FEES!

GOING THE EXTRA MILE FOR YOU




