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David Smoak’s 10 years as 
Town administrator 
 (Read 35th story, 

page 5A)

Town of Farragut/Visit Farragut received the Best Festival/Event award for the Lawn Chair 
Concert Series at the Feb. 7 East Tennessee Legislative Luncheon hosted by Greater Knox-
ville Hospitality Association. On hand to receive the award were, from left, Town media/tour-
ism assistant Carisa Ownby; Tourism coordinator Karen Tindal (front); Farragut Vice Mayor 
Louise Povlin (back); Lawn Chair Concert Series founders Shandy Dixon and Amy Boling; 
Town Mayor Ron Williams: and Town Alderman Ron Pinchok.

Briggs, Zachary, Town
seek law to nix towers

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
 mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

The deployment of 4G and 5G 
cell towers in Farragut continues 
to be a hot topic, with residents, 
Town attorney Tom Hale and 
Town administrator David Smoak 
weighing in on the issue near the 
end of the regular Feb. 13 Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen meeting.

Smoak, who had been asked to 
craft a resolution last month ad-
dressing concerns, said he and 
Hale have been working with 
state Sen. Dr. Richard Briggs (R-

District 7) and state Rep. Jason 
Zachary (R-District 14) “helping 
them work up legislation regard-
ing small cells.”

The legislators respectively 
introduced Senate Bill 2133 
and House Bill 2150 earlier this 
month.

“The way state legislation has 
been enacted, many of our provi-
sions are being trumped by state 
law,” Smoak said. “We will cer-
tainly be amending and putting 
in some provisions that hopefully 
will be helpful for Farragut. 

“We are currently working with 

them on that.”
“We are trying to figure out 

ways where we can incorporate 
an amendment into the law, that 
will allow us to continue the regu-
lations we have had in place,” 
Hale added. 

“What we are trying to do is put 
back into the statute what is im-
portant to our community. I would 
love to be able to amend the state 
statute to say if a municipality 
prohibited above-ground utilities 
in residential areas, then they are 

Lawn Chair Best Fest/Event award

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
 mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

The Town of Farragut is help-
ing commemorate Black His-
tory Month by hosting renowned 
Knoxville historian, author and 
speaker Robert “Bob” Booker, 
who will discuss a unique chap-
ter on Civil Rights beginning at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23, in Town 
Hall.

The event is sponsored by the 
Farragut Museum Committee 
and will kick off with a reception 
and museum tours at 1 p.m.

“The Farragut Museum is ex-
cited to welcome back Mr. Robert 
Booker as 
our speaker 
this year,” 
said Julia 
B a r h a m , 
Town His-
toric Re-
s o u r c e s 
coordinator. 
“Mr. Booker 
spoke previ-
ously at the 
museum, in 
2014, and everyone in attendance 
enjoyed the program. We are 
looking forward to another great 
lecture at this year’s event.”

This will be Booker’s fourth 
time speaking in Farragut, he 
said. 

“I always enjoy it,” he said. 
Booker, 84, is a Knoxville na-

tive, and was born and raised in 
the “Bottom” area of East Knox-
ville before graduating from Aus-
tin-East High School in 1953. 

He served in the U.S. Army for 
three years — and it was the 
taste of freedom he experienced 
while stationed in Europe that 
encouraged Booker to work with 
the Civil Rights movement when 
he returned home.

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
 mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

With the passage of amend-
ments to the Town of Farragut’s
nuisance ordinance, officials 
now have a bit more leeway in  
addressing unsightly and  
unkempt residential and com-
mercial properties.

Farragut’s Board of Mayor and
Aldermen voted unanimously to
approve the ordinance updates
on second reading during its reg-
ular Feb 13 meeting.

Trevor Hobbs, assistant to the
Town administrator, along with
Town Codes Enforcement officer
Holley Marlowe, had worked for
several months on the ordinance, 
in response to what Hobbs saw as
“inconstancies between Town or-
dinances and the (also adopted)
International Property Mainte-
nance Code.

“The amendments address the
challenges that have prevented 
effect enforcement and will al-
low for a greater degree of au-
tomation and consistency in our
approach,” Hobbs stated in sup-
porting documentation. 

Several Farragut properties 
had come to the attention of 
both Hobbs and Marlowe, where 
junked cars or other vehicles 
were parked in yards, while other 
instances of overgrown brush or 
decrepit building conditions have
also been reported. 

While many issues are ad-
dressed within the scope of 
neighborhood homeowner as-
sociations, those neighborhoods 
without formal homeowner 
associations don’t have any 
real authority to enforce vio-
lations, Hobbs has previously  
noted. 

Booker’s
Black History
talk Feb. 23

Clean-up
enforce
tightens

See LAW-TOWERS on Page 3A

Booker

Michelle Hollenhead

Wild Wing turns ‘Blue,’ ends up awarding Vol for a good cause
■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 

 mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

Knox County Mayor Glenn Ja-
cobs’ Read City USA program got 
a huge boost last week from com-
munities in Farragut and all over 
Knox County — along with one in 
Kentucky — that donated more 
than 11,000 children’s books for 
redistribution. 

The books — more than 6,000 
of which came from Christian 

Appalachian Project’s Project 
Sharing — will be donated to the 
Great Schools Partnership, which 
will, in turn, decide how best to 
distribute them.

Under the slogan “Reading 
Gives You Wings,” Jacobs had 
challenged local media personali-
ties and area celebrities to part-
ner with individual Knox County 
schools on collecting the books 
from Jan. 13 to Feb. 7.

That challenge extended to 

Wing Wing Cafe in Farragut.
Participants included local 

television anchors Allan Williams 
of WVLT, Madison Keavey of WATE 
and Russell Biven of WBIR; News 
Talk 98.7 personalities Landon 
Doane and Adam Litton; Bearden 
High School alum and “The Voice” 
winner Chris Blue; and University 
of Tennessee Football star offen-
sive lineman Trey Smith.

Bearden High 
School graduate 
and “The Voice” 
winner Chris 
Blue was among 
the challengers 
in a hot wing 
eating contests 
at Wild Wing 
Cafe.

Michelle HollenheadSee WINGS-CAUSE on Page 2A

 “We do everything from ‘mommy time’ class-
es to competitive lessons, but the majority of 
our customers will be between 6 months and 
7 years old,”

- Davis Tarwater, about his new 
West Knox County business. 
(Read story beginning on page 5A)

“I think just the general climate of the school 
is more welcoming. Students feel like they 
have a voice. Students are more aware they 
have a voice,” 

- Steve Killian, about the one person, hon-
ored recenlty, largely behind those changes. 
(Read story beginning on page 5B)

“I can’t say enough about Josh. He’s on a dif-
ferent level down here than most other wres-
tlers. His drive and his desire are second to 
none of any wrestler I’ve ever coached,” 

- Marc Giles, about a special grappler 
looking to hit gold this week. 
(Read story beginning on page 1B)

MOVE-IN READY

Wentworth S/D 
6 BR, 4 full BA, 
2 half BA, All 
brick 2-story w/
fi nished base-
ment. Brand 
new hardwood 
on main, 3-car garage/side entry, spacious kitchen open to great 
rm, 6th BR can be bonus, Gorgeous front porch/large back 
screened porch w/lovely deck for entertaining. MLS 1072932

412 Gwinhurst Rd • 37934 • $629,900

VALARIE THOMPSON 
MBA, REALTOR, ABR, CRS, GRIPMN, RRC, SRES, e-PRO,
CDPE, Multi-Million Dollar Producer since 1995, 
REMAX Lifetime Achievement and Hall of Fame Awards

Email: Valarie@ValarieThompson.com
www.valariethompson.com

Offi ce: 694-8100  •  Direct: 218-1149

226 Lovell Road (at Parkside Drive) 675-0201 • 118 Major Reynolds Place (At the Top of Bearden Hill, Kingston Pike) 584-4898

Hibachi Style Dining
Sushi Bar • Full Bar

Holiday Parties • Take-Out Available

Lunch—Monday – Friday 11 – 2 • Sunday 11 – 2:30   Dinner—Monday – Thursday 5 – 10 • Friday 5 – 10:30 • Saturday 4 – 10:30 • Sunday 4 – 10:00
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The group met Monday, Feb. 
10, at Wild Wing Café in Farra-
gut to good-naturedly claim the 
most books donated — the win 
ultimately went to News Talk 
98.7 — but the real challenge 
followed with a hot wing-eating 
contest.

The group had six minutes 
to eat 12 hot wings, and, while 
smart money might hav been on 
Jacobs (AKA wrestling person-
ality Kane), it was Smith who 
emerged victorious when the 
judge determined Smith’s wings 
“were picked clean”  — more so 
than the Mayor’s leftovers.

Smith represented six schools, 
and each school’s Read City USA 
ambassadors, and since he won 
the contest, those ambassadors, 
including sixth-grader Claire 
Cheadle of St. Joseph School in 
Fountain City, have earned a writ-
ing session with Coy Bowles, who 
is not only a musician and song-
writer with the Zac Brown Band, 
but also a prolific children’s au-
thor.

His books have included “Amy 
Giggles,” “Laugh Out Loud,” “Will 
Powers: Where There’s A Will 

There’s A Way” “When You’re Feel-
ing Sick,” and “Behind the Little 
Red Door,” which has been gifted 
to 85,000 students by the Georgia 
Department of Early Care and 
Learning. 

“The end result, we hope, will 
be a book authored by these six 
students with Coy and the Mayor 
as contributors,” said Abbey Har-
ris, deputy communications di-
rector for Jacobs. 

The writing session will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,  
Thursday, March 5, when Bowles 
will be in Knoxville as his band 
will be performing. 

Claire, who attended the con-
test with her mother, Patricia, 
was “thrilled” Smith won the con-
test.

“I wanted to be here for Adam 
Litton,” she said, although he 
didn’t participate in the wing-
eating contest. “I was excited to 
be here, to see how well our me-
dia person did.” 

An avid reader, Claire had per-
sonally donated 10 books to the 
drive, while her family in total 
donated 40, she said. 

Additionally, 10 percent of the 
Wild Wing Café’s proceeds Mon-
day night were earmarked for 
Read City USA.

correction

KCSOpolicereports
Although there were no Knox County Sheriff’s Office “Police Reports” this week, look for these reports in 

next week’s farragutpress.

editor@farragutpress.com

Photo submitted

Trey Smith, University of Tennessee Footba star offensive line-
man who has overcome career-threatening blot clot issues, 
emerged victorious against Mayor Glenn Jacobs and severall 
other community leaders during a hot wing-eating  contest Mon-
day, Feb. 10, in Farragut’s Wild Wing Café.

‘Champion Cheat Code’ big part of Vol For Life

Furlow’s Chamber Speaker Series address

Tammy Cheek 

Derrick Furlow, former Tennessee Football player and Vol for Life, 
left, is greeted by Mike Baker of Mike Baker Insurance Consult-
ing. Furlow was featured speaker at Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of Commerce Breakfast Speaker Series Tuesday, Feb. 18.  

Wings-cause
From page 1A

See FURLOW on Page 10B

Concerning his recent Founda-
tions/Podcast interview, former 
Town of Farragut Alderman Rob-
ert “Bob” Markli stated he want-
ed to correct “where I miss-spoke 
during our interview. I did not 
actually graduate from City Col-
lege in Baltimore, which was one 
of the high schools to which I was 
assigned. I attended Essex Com-
munity College, Baltimore, and 
Brigham Young University, Provo, 
Utah, but my travel requirements 
from my business kept me from 
ever receiving a degree from any 
accredited university.”

■  TAMMY CHEEK   

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

University of Tennessee Vol for
Life Derrick Furlow has three ob-
jectives in his Champion Cheat 
Code: 1) “Be a part of something
that’s bigger than you; 2) work 
toward something bigger than
yourself, and 3) make sure you 
remember 1 and 2.”

He shared his formula for
overcoming life’s transitions at 
a Farragut West Knox Chamber 
of Commerce Breakfast Speaker
Series in Farragut’s Fox Den
Country Club Tuesday morning,
Feb. 14.  

Furlow grew up in Section 8
public housing in southwest At-
lanta, where he saw drugs being
sold, violence and police. 

“I had a fear of sirens because I 
thought the police would be com-
ing to my door,” Furlow recalled. 

Got any news tips 
from the Farragut area? 

Beautiful… Peaceful…
Serene… Extraordinary

PLEASANT  FOREST
Cemetery Columbarium

Thats how to describe the newly opened

Columbariums at the historic cemetery.

Along with our traditional burial plots, and our 

cremation garden area, we are thrilled to have 

this space as an option for families as well.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
Mike Karnitz | 865.966.8219 or Dave Stinton | 865.250.0056

4 0 1  C o n c o r d  R d .  |  F a r r a g u t ,  T N  3 7 9 3 4

(Between Kingston Pike and Campbell Station Rd.)
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Traditional Funerals • Cremations • Green Burials

Member

Farragut - When we fi rst start helping our cli-

ents eliminate their knee pain, one of the most 

important things we can do 

is tell them what NOT to do. 

Remember that in the fi rst 

phase of recovery our main 

goal is to reduce pain and in-

fl ammation, so it makes sense 

that if there are a few things 

that are really aggravating the 

knee, then we need to get rid 

of these things as soon as pos-

sible.

The interesting thing about 

these 4 mistakes is that they usually oc-

cur after you take some well-meaning 

advice from a friend, or possibly even 

your doctor. With that in mind, let’s 

take a close look at the 4 most common 

mistakes we see people with knee pain 

making:

4 MISTAKES that make knee pain 

WORSE  

1. Rest- If you injure your knee, and 

it’s swollen and infl amed- then resting is 

needed and necessary for a few days. If your injury 

is bad, then go see a doctor. But for most instanc-

es- we tend to tweak the knee or just “over-do-it”. 

Complete bed rest and immobilization is seldom 

the cure- and often will make things worse. Re-

stricting activity, using some ice, and elevating the 

leg for a few days can be helpful. But prolonged rest 

for more than a few days will eventually produce 

more weakness and stiffness- which will further 

worsen the condition. So if your knee pain doesn’t 

improve after a short period of rest, an extended 

period of rest will defi nitely make your knee pain 

worse in the long run. SOLUTION: fi gure out the 

underlying cause of the pain as quickly as possible.

2. Medications - For a short period of time, 

taking some medication (pain medication, anti-in-

fl ammatories) can help. But if you have to con-

tinually reach into the medicine cabinet, then the 

medication isn’t really solving anything. The pain 

is just being masked and ultimately delaying you 

from getting the right help to get to the ROOT 

CAUSE of your knee pain. Furthermore, you don’t 

want to become dependent on medication just to 

go for a walk, not a good place to be!

3. Wearing a Brace - Wearing a knee brace from 

time to time, especially if you just want a little extra 

support during a more active day, can be fi ne. And 

there are some braces that are absolutely necessary 

with certain diagnoses. However, if you’re relying 

on a brace to stabilize your knee on a regular basis, 

you might be missing something. You can probably 

see the theme here- unless you fi gure out WHY 

your knee is feeling unstable, and you do something 

about it, the feeling of instability isn’t going to im-

prove, and in fact it will likely worsen as you grow 

more dependent on the brace.

4. The Wrong Exercises - doing some ge-

neric exercises is often one of the fi rst pieces of 

well-meaning advice you’ll receive. However, ge-

neric exercises rarely help you target the 

specifi c areas that are currently causing 

your pain. If you get lucky, they might be 

a good starting point, but that’s about it. 

What’s even more concerning is this: if 

you end up doing the wrong exercises, 

you might just make your pain worse!

A lot can go wrong when dealing with 

knee pain… But rest assured, the ma-

jority of people suffering from knee pain 

can get better and resume their active 

lifestyles. It’s just a matter of fi nding the right path 

to your goals. If you’re looking to get started on the 

path to pain relief, and you’re not quite sure if you’re 

ready for any help yet, I have an excellent resource 

I’d like to share with you today.

It’s my FREE report titled “THE 8 NATURAL 

WAYS TO END KNEE PAIN WITHOUT 

PAIN PILLS, BRACES, OR SURGERY.” In-

side the report, I’ll walk you through simple ways to 

start reducing your knee pain right away. And while 

this report won’t be the ultimate solution to your 

knee issue, it’s very likely that you’ll fi nd 1-2 tips 

that will really help you start to feel better quickly.

To claim your free copy, just give us a 

call or text at (865) 351-0615 or visit 

www.simplypt.com/health-tips/knee-pain 

to download the report straight to your computer!

I’ll talk to you again next week. Until then, I 

hope you’re well!

The author, John-Mark Chesney, is a Doctor of 
Physical Therapy and owner of Simply Physio. He’s 
happy to answer any questions about knee pain by 
phone or text at (865) 351-0615 or by email at 
john-mark@simplypt.com

4 MISTAKES That ALWAYS Make 
Knee Pain WORSE

By Leading Knee Pain Expert, Dr. John-Mark Chesney

ADVERTORIAL
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■ ALAN SLOAN  
 editor@farragutpress.com

Incumbent Sixth Judicial Dis-
trict (Knox County) Public De-
fender Eric Lutton has been chal-
lenged in the Republican Primary 
by private attorney Rhonda Lee. 

They were two of more than 
a dozen GOP candidates, and 
spokespeople for candidates, 
seeking support while briefly ad-
dressing the monthly gathering 
of Concord-Farragut Republican 
Club, at Fruition Cafe in West End 
Center, during a special candi-
dates forum Thursday, Feb. 6. 

Early voting continues in Farra-
gut and throughout Knox County 
through Tuesday, Feb. 25. A week 
later, Tuesday, March 3, the GOP 
and Democratic Primaries will 
decide who joins Independent 
candidates on the August General 
Election ballot. 

Eric Lutton
Appointed by Gov. Bill Lee as 

6th Judicial District Public De-

fender in October 2019, Lutton 
said he has experience “in a mix-
ture of federal, state and criminal 
defense.” That was “about six-
and-a-half years prior to being 
approached to see if I would be 
interested” in joining Community 
Law Office, which he did in 2013. 

In 2015 Lutton was promoted, 
“which put me as a direct super-
visor for a 
third of the 
office. The 
office has a 
staff of 71 
total em-
ployees and 
28 lawyers 
on staff,” he 
said. “We 
are by far 
the largest 
c r i m i n a l 
d e f e n s e 
firm in town, and one of the larg-
est law firms in town.” 

Later named deputy Public De-
fender, “That put me as No. 2 in 
charge of the office,” Lutton said, 

with responsibilities including 
“budgeting, hiring — and unfor-
tunately sometimes, firing.

“… It takes experience to know 
how to run an organization like 
that,” he added.  

Concerning the appointment 
vetting process before the gov-
ernor, “There’s a very lengthy, 
intensive interview process and 
application process,” which also 
included “an interview with the 
governor himself,” Lutton said. 

Unlike a private attorney “with 
a handful of cases and a couple of 
courts to be in,” Lutton said he is 
experienced handling a public de-
fender’s task, “which is vastly dif-
ferent, walking into court with 25 
cases on the docket sometimes.” 

He cited a “survey of all the 
members of the Knoxville Bar As-
sociation, and I overwhelmingly 
was selected as the most qualified 
candidate” among “95 percent” 
who responded. 

 Rhonda Lee
Saying she is “a private attor-

ney going on seven years,” Lee 
said she represents those “who 
can’t afford an attorney to make 
sure to protect their Constitution-
al rights and to make sure that ev-
erybody gets treated fairly in the 
justice system.

“… I have at least 15 or more 
people that I’m representing ev-
ery day,” she added. “In six courts 
I’m running 
around. By 
11 o’clock 
I’ve already 
got my 10,000 
steps in.” 

A business-
woman prior 
to becoming 
an attorney, 
Lee made 
it clear she 
“can run and 
manage em-
ployees.

“But I think the most impor-
tant thing about this job is we 
need a conservative Republican 
in there,” she added. “I’m a die-

hard Republican. This office has
never had a real, conservative Re-
publican.” 

Lee began her address pointing
out a few of her conservative Re-
publican beliefs.

“One of the most important
questions people ask me, believe
it or not, ‘are you pro-life?’ I am
absolutely pro-life,” she said. 

“I believe (citizens) should 
be able to carry their guns,” Lee 
added. “And I also believe in hav-
ing prayer in schools, and stand-
ing up when we sing “The Star 
Spangled Banner” and giving our 
‘Pledge of Allegiance.’” 

Losing in a previous run at this 
office to former Public Defender 
Mark Stephens, who stepped 
down in fall 2019, “It takes a lot 
of courage to step out and say,
‘I’m going to go against that,’” Lee 
said. 

“Why? Because I’m not part of 
the establishment. 

“I’m an attorney who goes to 
fight for people every day,” she
added.

Tower-law
From page 1A

6th Judicial District (Knox Co.) Public Defender GOP Primary race

allowed to continue to do that.
“That may be the kind of thing, 

where we would be arguably ef-
fectively prohibiting small cell 
coverage in certain areas.”

Sweet Briar resident Carol 
Christofferson, who has spoken 
against the matter several times 
in previous meetings, reiterated 
her position.

“We have not a pole in site (in 
our neighborhood),” she said. 
“We are, as a body, totally unhap-
py about the fact that Farragut 
and our little totally middle class, 
low technology demographic has 
been selected to be a guinea pig 
by the bully Verizon.

“We do not need or want 5G in 
our neighborhood. Right now, 4G 

is fine. … But in this country, you 
don’t get things rammed down 
your throat that you don’t need or 
don’t want. We don’t want it, and 
we are fighting it.

“I am somewhat heartened 
by what I have heard, and know 
you are doing your best, but you 
cannot let us down,” she added. 
“We rely on our Town officials to 

protect us; if there is a definition 
for protection against 5G, I can’t 
think of another one that is more 
important.

“The health issues — we don’t 
know what it is — but in terms 
of environmental, aesthetics and 
the politics of allowing a bully 
company to come in here and put 
that stuff in our neighborhood — 

we don’t want it. 
“I don’t think I have anything 

new to add to the conversation, 
I’m just adding another voice,” 
Laura Fangman said. “We’re mis-
erable. It’s a nightmare, as far as 
First World problems go.”

 Resident Laura Squires, who
has also spoken previously against 
the issue, asked about the “shot
clock” time frame on the project.

“If you ask Verizon, they say the
shot clock has already passed,”
Hale said. 

Lutton Lee

Paid for by Schoonmaker for Commission. John Schoonmaker-Treasurer

Re-Elect
SCHOONMAKER

John Schoonmaker
County   Commissioner   District 5

Serving Farragut • Concord

South West Knox County

REPUBLICAN

Your County Commissioner since 2015

Major Accomplishments

 New West Knox County Senior Center

 New Knox County Sheriff ’s Offi ce in Turkey Creek 

 Northshore Drive road improvements

 No “Pill Mill” near Choto neighborhoods

 TN Legislative bill fi led to save over $1 million annually

 $7 million Canton Hollow Road improvement project

Conservative Values
• Low Taxes -  Never voted for a tax increase 

  AND NEVER WILL
• Education -  Supports Knox County teachers and schools    

• Business -  Member of Farragut West Knox Chamber 

  of Commerce

• Neighborhood - Tan Rara HOA Board member for 25 years

•  Community -  Resident of the 5th District for over 35 years

•  Leadership -  President of the Council of West Knox 

  County Homeowners for 12 years

EXPERIENCE  MATTERS
Endorsed by the Knox County Political Action Committee for Education

schoonmakerforcommission

Integrated Senior Care
We Value Quality, Integrity & Personal Relationships

A family endeavor locally owned & operated since 1981

For more information, contact us at
865.675.6444 or visit www.summitviewoffarragut.com

• Long-
Term Care

• Post Acute Care

• Physician Services

• Nutrition Services

• Independent
Living

• Rehabilitation

• Dementia Care

• Case 
Management

Summit View provides trained and dedicated
staff and a full range of therapy services in 
our  state-of-the-art facilities. We provide 

superior, personalized care and improve the
quality of life for each of our residents.

Shrimp Dock • 865-777-3625 • www.shrimpdock.com

FISH OF THE WEEK

Sale ends Monday, February 24, 2020

OUR BEST-SELLING SALMON! 
SCOTTISH SALMON

3 3 0  C A L O R I E S  I N  6  O U N C E S ,  0  C A R B O H Y D R AT E S !

YOUR ONLY HOME GROWN FRESH FISH MARKET!

$1799 a pound
$1499

from the Shrimp Dock

THIS THIS 
WEEKWEEK

REGULAR
REGULAR

a pound
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opinion
presstalkletterstotheeditor

lettertotheeditor

671-TALK (8255) 
or editor@farragutpress.com

While there were no Presstalks submitted for this week’s issue, we
respectfully ask our readers to follow the following Presstalk rules 
when submitting their opinions: 

• Please keep calls to a 90-second maximum (call 671-8255 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week);

• Please keep e-mailed Presstalks to 250 words maximum (editor@
farragutpress.com); 

• Libelous and malicious comments will not be published; 
• Profanity will be edited out; 
• Comments will remain anonymous; 
• Names of individuals or businesses may not be published (includ-

ing public figures) depending on the issue.

Farragut, Knox County voters 
should be active in Primary
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I’m writing today not as a spokesperson for 
Northshore Corridor Association but as an individ-
ual who has learned much about our elected body 
in Knox County.  District 5 Commissioner John 
Schoonmaker is being challenged in the upcoming 
Mar 3 primary.

 I’ve watched John Schoonmaker represent West 
Knox County with complete integrity and sincerity.  
I would say John is one of the most qualified and 
knowledgeable commissioners serving today.  He 
has a passion for what he does and takes time to 
thoroughly research everything that comes before 
commission whether it’s in his district or not.  John 
asks the hard questions that some aren’t willing to 
and goes the extra mile to do his homework, not 
just relying on what he’s been told. He endures 
much frustration for us.

 John’s opponent, although young, carries some 
name recognition.  However, this opponent appears 
to have aligned himself with some key real estate 
developers who repeatedly challenge our county’s 
zoning laws.  While certainly not all developers are 
bad, and our county needs growth, but John’s oppo-
nent seems to be endorsed by developers who have 
become known for less that appropriate uses of 

our remaining land. They are often backed by large 
corporations with little investment in the future of 
Knox County.  And they have put great effort into 
high-density development of our remaining land 
while showing little regard for neighboring subdivi-
sions, traffic congestion, safety, schools or smart 
use of our infrastructure dollars.

 This is not a personal judgment of John’s op-
ponent, who may not even fully understand why he 
is being supported by those developers, but  instead 
is a necessary position we must take — to ensure 
that a proven and experienced leader like Schoon-
maker remains in a position to defend intelligent 
development of what little remains of our land and 
to protect our existing neighborhoods, roads, and 
schools.  Knox County is currently 88 percent built 
out according to MPC.

 Commissioner Schoonmaker has consistently 
been on the right side of smart development.  He’s 
lived in District 5 for the past 35 years.  He’s been 
a member of the West Knox Homeowner’s Associa-
tion for the last 25 years and has served as their 
President for 12 of those.  He was also Chairman 

Over the past 18 months I have worked with a 
large citizen team across Knox county trying to 
protect our neighborhoods from the impact of over 
development without adequate infrastructure plan-
ning.  We have learned much about the operation of 
Knox County government. 

Booming residential development is overwhelm-
ing Knox County’s infrastructure and creating large 
long-range un-budgeted costs for taxpayers. Mean-
while, developers complain that zoning discourages 
development and makes it too costly, and they are 
pressing the planning commission and county com-
mission to relax or remove our zoning ordinances. 

This past week, schools were closed again due to 
dangerous road conditions after heavy rains over-
whelmed our drainage systems. Streets flooded, 
known flood prone areas flooded again, mudslides 
once more went into our storm drains and water-

ways and residents whose homes flooded before 
have found no relief since last year’s floods. Like 
last year, at least one citizen was killed.

Adhering to good planning and requiring devel-
opers to respect our zoning regulations could have 
prevented much of what we have suffered.  

That is why I will be voting this week for John 
Schoonmaker and Scott Broyles for Knox County 
Commission.  

I have seen Commissioner Schoonmaker working 
tirelessly to uphold our zoning ordinances and pro-
tect our neighborhoods, our schools and our county 
budget. He is a knowledgeable commissioner who 
does his homework and, most important, stands up 
for the citizens — even when it is unpopular and 
he is under pressure.

Per the upcoming Republican Primary 
for Knox County, I would encourage you 
to join me in supporting the re-election 
of our Commissioner John Schoonmaker.   
I first met Commissioner Schoonmaker 
in 2003 when he was leading as Presi-
dent of the Council of West Knox County 
Homeowners and I was President of my 
neighborhood’s HOA.   Commissioner 
Schoonmaker has been active through-

out our district, which includes Town of 
Farragut for decades and was active (as 
he is today) with the Concord-Farragut 
Republican Club when I was its multi-year 
president.  Commissioner Schoonmaker 
has supported the Farragut Gun Club and 
2A initiatives since its inception and been 
quite active in supporting Knox County 
Schools at all levels including when I was 
leading the charge to replace (success-

fully) its superintendent.
 Commissioner Schoonmaker has a 

proven track record in support and voting/
being against taxes as he will NEVER 
support a tax increase.   Commissioner 
Schoonmaker is one of the most knowl-
edgeable elected representatives we have 
in dealing with financial matters and 
being pro-business while simultaneously 
being a leader in practicing professional 

public administration, understanding con-
stitutional theory and upholding ethical 
practices.  Commissioner Schoonmaker 
and I are currently working together on 
the Knox County Charter Review Commit-
tee and his extensive knowledge is invalu-
able on this very high profile committee.

Most importantly, Commissioner Schoon-

A call to look at the record concerning 5th District County Commission race

I didn’t always think so.  Up 
until about 5 years ago, the 
concept of voting seemed like 
something that was outside of 
my bandwidth.  Then my kids’ 
elementary school exceeded 
capacity forcing my oldest child 
into a portable classroom with 
an unpredictable heat and air 
system, and my youngest to eat 
lunch in his homeroom.   Then 
guess what … voting mattered to 
this Mom, and I am here to tell 
you why it should matter to you.

First of all, voting is your voice, 
and in most cases the only voice 
that you, as a citizen of Knox 
County, will ever have in regards 
to the issues that effect you on a 
day-to-day basis.  Schools, roads, 
parks, taxes, land use, conserva-
tion, programs and services….
your local government and those 
officials elected to represent you 
controls it all, and sometimes 
not just at your financial expense 
through taxes, but at the expense 
of your quality of life. 

After deciding to dedicate 
a great percentage of my time 
to community advocacy, I have 
learned that with one yay or nay 
by an elected official, my circum-
stance, and yours, can change 
instantly.  And the real kicker is 
that a very small percentage of 
eligible Knox County voters are 
choosing these decision mak-
ers.  With over 460,000 residents, 
around 1 out of 10 exercise 
their right to vote.  Here is the 
state of our county, in 2018, 
89 precincts throughout Knox 
County reported a dismal 81,195 
votes in the general election 
and an even more discouraging 
turnout for the primary with 
only 49, 652 voters.  So if you are 
not voting, I can assure you that 
those political action commit-
tees and industry specific groups, 
like the development and real 
estate communities, are and they 
should be, because they have a 

Pair of preferences in Commission primaries

Endorsement for County Commission told

As stated in last week’s issue, this Feb. 20 issue was the final chance before the Tuesday, March 3, Knox County/Presi-
dential Primary to submit a Letter to the Editor or Presstalk in favor of, or against, a candidate on the March 3 ballot. 

While we appreciate our readers contributing to our editorial content by submitting Letters to the Editor, we ask you 
keep your content to a maximum of 600 words. Thank you.

See ENDORSEMENT on Page 9A

See VOTE on Page 8ASee PREFERENCES on Page 9A

See PROVEN on Page 8A
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FULL TIME, SALARY PLUS COMMISSION
for the Farragut area

 Mileage and cell phone allowance • Health Insurance and 401K
 • Must be organized, outgoing & enjoy working with people • Must dress neatly & 

be comfortable talking with businesses • Sales Experience Required

 Send resume to:
tcox@republicnewspapers.com

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37934 | 865.675.6397

Shop ‘Til You Drop With 
Over 750 Consignors!

www.JackJules.com



www.claytonforcommission.com

facebook.com/ClaytonWoodforCommissioner

 Paid for by candidate | Photo Credit: Andrea Spidell

I was an English major at the University of Tennessee (2000), then went to Law School 
at Washington & Lee University (2003). Through the work of my parents Jim and Susan 
Wood who started Wears Valley Ranch, I was introduced to the Sekulow family. For a 
decade, I worked in various capacities for the American Center for Law & Justice and 
was mentored by Jay Sekulow. The ACLJ has consistently protected our constitutional 
rights and boldly proclaims conservative truth in public forums. Jay is one of the most 
noteworthy constitutional attorneys in the last 30 years, arguing before the Supreme 
Court to protect and defend our freedom. Mr. Sekulow just successfully defended our 
President during the impeachment trial. I am proud of his work and grateful to share his 
endorsement for my campaign with you: 

“I have known Clayton since he was a teenager and he served with the American 

Center for Law and Justice for the longest portion of his professional career.  I was in 

many ways responsible for his decision to enter the legal profession and I was eager to 

serve as his mentor.  He is a passionate defender of the Constitution and an advocate 

for the rights described within it.  Given the legacy of his family in serving, I was not 

surprised when he was called to ministry.  I feel confident he will use his gifts and 

advocacy to stand up and fight for those he represents in elected office.” 

~ Jay Sekulow, 
Chief Counsel, American Center for Law and Justice

   
I am boldly speaking out against raising property taxes. 

“Candidates...were asked about...at what point they would vote for a property 

tax increase...Mayor Glenn Jacobs has said he will not approve one. Ten of the 11 

candidates said ---in one form or another--that they would consider or even approve 

a property tax if the county’s finances required it...District 5 Republican candidate 

Clayton Wood was the lone voice who said he would 

refuse an increase, saying he was a “firm no”.”

~ Tyler Whetstone, 
Knoxville News Sentinel, 2/5/2020

As a Christian, as a Republican, as an attorney and 

as a public servant, I will fight for you! I ask for your 

support and your vote on March 3rd, 2020. 

“Freedom lies in being bold” 

~Robert Frost
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Born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, David Smoak grew 
up in Marietta, Georgia. 

Receiving his undergradu-
ate degree in political science 
at Presbyterian College in 
Clinton, South Carolina, 
Smoak earned a master’s de-
gree in public administration 
at the University of Georgia. 

After graduate school at 
UGA, “My wife (Sonya) was 
getting into optometry school 
at the Southern College of 
Optometry in Memphis, so we 
moved out there,” Smoak said. 

A financial advisor in 
Memphis while waiting for his 
chance to serve in municipal 
government, Smoak had to 
wait about a year before the 
City of Collierville “contacted 
me about a budget analyst 
job,” he said. “… I got the job 
and started from there.”

Working his way up to as-
sistant city manager while in 
Collierville for more than nine 
years, Smoak’s opportunity in 
Farragut would be the next 
step up the ladder. 

“I was in a community very 
similar to Farragut,” Smoak 
said about Collierville, which 
is north of Memphis in Shelby 
County. “… Farragut was very 
much like where I was coming 
from, and I thought it would 
be a great opportunity to re-
ally help a city — it was a lot 
smaller city (than Collierville) 

— but still be able to grow 
and develop and have good 
aesthetic standards. 

“There’s a great quality of 
life here, great education, 

opportunities for children,” he 
added about Farragut. “Low 
crime. … And how financially 
sound the Town is.”

Visiting Farragut and 
“driving around to take a long 
look at the community and 
go into all the neighborhoods 
and subdivisions,” Smoak said 
when he and his wife “were 
making that choice 10 years 
ago, we thought this was a 
great place that we would 
want to live.” 

The Smoak couple has 
twins: Evan and Olivia, 8.

Listen to his Interview on  
the Foundations Podcast at  

www.farragutpress.com

David Smoak

File photo

David Smoak, Town of Farragut 
administrator, during a work-
shop.

■ ALAN SLOAN  
 editor@farragutpress.com

In defining his job as Town of 
Farragut administrator, David 
Smoak said with a smile, “It’s 
funny, I had a bunch of 6-to 
13-year-olds ask me this the oth-
er day. It was actually at St. John 
Neumann School, we got to have 
Career Day over there.” 

However, “Most people in the 
community don’t know what 
Town administrator is either, 
frankly,” added Smoak, who cel-
ebrated his 10th anniversary as 
administrator earlier this month 
overseeing all departments of 
non-elected Town government, 
which adds up to 54 full-time 
employees. 

Las Vegas
With Town leaders having 

drawn retailers Publix and At 
Home to Farragut during the 
past 10 years, along with roughly 
600 employees and their spend-
ing power with services-based 
Sitel, luring Costco to Town high-
lights the deals either brokered, 
or at least initiated, through 
Farragut’s regular attendance at 
the annual International Council 
of Shopping Centers gathering 
in Las Vegas within the past 
decade. 

With ICSC, “They put all these 
brokers, retailers, developers all 
in the same room, so you have 
access to them that you don’t 
typically have here in Farragut,” 
Smoak said. “… I can tell you 
over the years that most retailers 
know Farragut and they know 
Turkey Creek.” 

New philosophy, growth
Pointing out a Town shift in 

philosophy, “I think when we 
went early on we did focus a 
lot on retail because we had 
some retail shops to fill,” Smoak 
said. “… But I think over time 
our shift has changed more to 
developers, because developers 
are the ones that bring all the 
retailers with them.”

As for Town shopping cen-
ters, “Village Green has been a 
vibrant center. West End, we’ve 
completely renovated that whole 
center, and it’s completely filled 
in now,” Smoak said. “We’ve got 
the Perceptics building, which is 
completely filled in with tenants 
now.” 

During the past 10 years, 
“We’ve doubled our sales taxes,” 
Smoak said. “Right at 1,000 new 
homes have been built in Farra-

gut in a decade. … In the last 10 
years we’ve added $362 million 
in new residential housing.

“We’ve added $148 million in 
new commercial development 
for that same 10-year period,” he 
added. 

Welcoming business, 
development

About reaching out to busi-
nesses and developers, Smoak 
cited the recent example of “the 
entertainment district north 
of the Interstate” along Out-
let Drive, which will welcome 
national attraction TopGolf 
to Town with its anticipated 
groundbreaking sometime in late 
summer or early fall. 

“We knew that was a great 
area for that to occur,” Smoak 
said. “… I think, over time, 
we’ve been able to look at some 
of our ordinances and amend 
them to help in certain situa-
tions — but still keep a high 
standard in place.” 

About Farragut being un-
friendly to businesses and 
developers, “I heard a lot of the 
comments when I first got here 
… but I can’t comment about 
previous Boards” before he came 
to Town, Smoak said. 

To remedy the problem, 
“I think a lot of it has to do 
with leadership,” he said. “… 
Anytime you have a leadership 
shift and change, certainly just 
talking to new faces can some-
times help bring conversations 
back up again.”

Though the Town may be 
considered more business and 
development-friendly in recent 
years, “We have design standards 
now, which we didn’t have prior 
to, I think, 2012,” Smoak said. 
“We have a Future Land Use Plan 
and many things in place that 
are going to guide what we are 
going to look like over the next 
20 to 30 years.” 

Moreover, “I think developers 
appreciate having something in 
front of them to say, ‘here’s the 
roadmap to develop here,’” he 
said. “It’s very clear now.” 

Although saying there was a 
Land Use Plan in place when he 
became administrator, “It was 
very vague,” Smoak said. “We  
put a Land Use Plan, with a 
map, together to make it more 
specific.” 

Moreover, with the Land Use 
Plan, “We’ve been going through 
amendments to that over the last 
year or so,” he added. 

Where there is ‘Smoak’, there is the growth

Speeding
Smoak said the Town gets 

many complaints about speed-
ing, saying recent traffic studies 
have concluded roughly 85 
percent of all motorists in Town 
drive “well over 10 mph” beyond 
the speed limit. 

With no Farragut Police De-
partment, having to rely on Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office manpow-
er reportedly stretched thin al-
ready, “We don’t do enforcement, 
and I think the enforcement 
arm is something that’s a very 
important part of handling that,” 
Smoak said. 

Moreover, “We can only do 
so much by design,” he added 
about traffic calming measures, 
especially within subdivisions 
and other neighborhoods that 
might include speed humps or 
narrower lanes. 

Town Center
“The No. 1 thing the commu-

nity has told us, through surveys 
that we’ve done, is that they 
want a town center,” Smoak 
said. “I think we’re getting really 
close to hopefully that happen-
ing soon. … It has taken years of 
talking to developers about po-
tential sites for that to happen.”

Combining residential and 
commercial and creating walk-
ability between where you live 
and shop with the town center 
concept, “I think that’ll be a real 
game-changer for our Town, in 
the middle of our Town,” Smoak 
said. 

As for specific locations, “I 
think what you’re hopefully going 
to see is a redevelopment of that 

old Kroger building,” he said, 
adding this “could be” the hub of 
a Town Center. 

Celebrate 

a t  t h e  Vi l l a g e s  o f  F a r r a g u t

Fat Tuesday, February 25
• 3:00 Dance to the Music of Larry Trotter and Friends

• 4:15 Mardi Gras Parade

• 4:45 Presentation of our 2020 King and Queen.
 
Seating is Limited. 
Must RSVP no later than 2/19 by calling 

865.671.2500

Proud to be a new part of “the Fabric of Farragut”Proud to be a new part of “the Fabric of Farragut”

Mardi GrasMardi Gras Mardi GrasMardi Gras  

230 Village Commons Blvd. |  Knoxvil le, TN 37934 |  865.671.2500 |  TheVillagesFarragut.com
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Turning SafeSplash into
gold is Tarwater’s task

Tammy Cheek

Davis Tarwater at his newly opened business, SafeSplash/Swim Labs Swim School, 120 N. Peters
Road, Knoxville. 

With youngster making it official, new pizza biz cuts ribbon

Central Veterinary 
to fill Choto need

■  TAMMY CHEEK   

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

The Choto business community 
is growing with a new veterinary 
hospital, Central Veterinary Hos-
pital, which has a target date of 
this summer to open at 12330 
Northshore Drive. 

This will be the hospital’s third 
location, according to Kelly Self, 
CVH office manager. 

“We saw the need in the Choto 
area for a veterinary office due 
to how quickly the area is grow-
ing,” Self said. “We also have cur-
rent clients that are in that area 
that would benefit from a closer 
location.

“We have eight doctors and ex-
tended hours at our downtown 
location (from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.),” 
she added. 

Office hours at the Northshore 
location will be from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, and 
from 8 a.m. to noon Saturdays.

Central Veterinary Hospital, 
owned by Dr. William “Bill” Mar-
tin, Dr. Wesley Keele and Dr. 

Dustin “Dusty” Patterson, has 
been in business since 1935, first 
opening at 1212 W. Clinch Ave. in 
Knoxville. It opened another lo-
cation at 3314 Mill Road, also in 
Knoxville.  

Currently, Self said the veteri-
narians planning to work out of 
the Northshore clinic are Drs. Ty-
ler Davis, who has been with CVH 
since April 2019, and Amanda Br-
zozowski, who has been with the 
clinic since June 2019 — but the 
veterinarians could change, Self 
added.

“We will provide annual routine 
wellness and preventative care, 
sick or injury appointments, lab 
work, X-ray and ultrasound, sur-
gery, animal dentistry and a phar-
macy,” she said.

The hospital’s downtown lo-
cation is available for more  
information or to schedule ap-
pointments “as we get closer to 
the opening date,” Self said. “We 
also have a facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/cvhchoto/ 
and we will be posting updates 
on there.”

■              TAMMY CHEEK     

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

 A 2012 U.S. Olympic gold med-
alist in the 4 X 200-meter freestyle 
relay, Davis Tarwater has brought 
the SafeSplash/Swim Labs Swim 
School franchise to his hometown 
and is teaching area children how 
to swim.

An All-American swimmer at 
the University of Michigan after 
a record-setting swimming career 
at Webb School of Knoxville, Tar-
water opened for business Jan. 
4 at 120 N. Peters Road. A grand 
opening is slated from 2 to 4 p.m., 

Saturday, Feb. 22.
‘We’re going to have activities 

for the kids, and local partners 
will be setting up booths,” he said.

Additionally, there will be 
an autograph-signing opportu-
nity with Tarwater and 2016 U.S. 
Olympic Gold medalist and for-
mer Lady Vols Molly Hannis, who 
will be doing a demonstration in 
the shop’s swim labs, also called 
endless pools.

SafeSplash is a national com-
pany based in Denver, Colorado.

“We’re primarily geared toward 
teaching children from 6 months 
to adults,” he said. “We do every-

thing from ‘mommy time’ classes
to competitive lessons, but the
majority of our customers will be
between 6 months and 7 years
old.”

The store has a warm-weath-
er teaching pool designed for 
“teaching young children, utiliz-
ing a best-in-class curriculum.”

The model uses small class siz-
es – a maximum 4-to-1 student-
instructor ratio, he added.

The facility also has the end-
less pools, or swim labs, with 
video capabilities for advanced

Tammy Cheek 

Farragut West Knox Chamber of Commerce 
members and Knox County Commissioners 
joined 9-year-old Emory Redmon (holding 
scissors in front) to help his father, The Pizza 
Kitchen owner Travis Redmon (behind his 
son), in celebrating his restaurant’s opening  
with a ribbon cutting in front of the restaurant 
in Lovell Heights shopping center, 10420 
Kingston Pike, Wednesday, Jan. 29. Also 
part of the ceremony were Travis’ girlfriend, 
Katie Alley (beside father); Pizza Kitchen 
manager Joseph Kirkpatrick (beside Alley in 
black shirt); Commission Chairman Hugh 
Nystrom, 4th District (sport coat and tie); 5th 
District Commissioner John Schoonmaker 
(behind the Redmons and Alley); and Steve 
Krempasky, (wearing sunglasses, right, on 
front row), Shop Farragut/Farragut Business 
Alliance executive director. 

Photo submitted

A house near Weigel’s next to Markets at Choto would be the 
third location for Central Veterinary Hospital this summer.

See SAFESPLASH on Page 9A

RSVP at: www.cakwarriors.com

Christian Academy of Knoxville 
529 Academy Way | Knoxville, TN 
admissions@cakmail.org | (865) 813-4CAK

        You’re going to You’re going to 

#LoveCAK#LoveCAK
Middle School “March Madness” 

Who: New and prospective students

When: Tuesday, March 3

Time: 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Where: Christian Academy of Knoxville 

Students can shadow a CAK student that morning!

AUTO
HOME

RENTERS
LIFE

BUSINESS

Mike 
Lewis
865.694.9118

mike@mikelewisagency.com
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-maker has the dedicated time 
to serve as a commissioner as it 
literally is a “full time job.”  I like 
and respect his opponent, Mr. 
Clayton Wood,  through my recent 
conversations with him as many 
of my friends speak highly of him 
through his church and not-for 
-profit activities.   

I believe Mr. Wood would be an 
excellent future Republican com-
missioner/representative once 
he becomes more engaged in our 
district, gains knowledge of its 
critical issues and past history 
and builds a track record working 

with its local conservative groups 
and officials.   

With that being said, please 
vote for the re-election of John 
Schoonmaker as our Republican/
Conservative Commissioner.

 I would also like to thank our 
Knox County School Board Mem-
ber (and its current chair) Susan 
Horn for an excellent four years, 
as she has accomplished much 
during her tenure and met many 
unforeseen challenges that were 
not even on the horizon when we 
worked on her first election in 
2016.  

Although Susan does not have 
an opponent in the upcoming 
primary, please support her for 

her reelection and the next four
years.

 Per the Knox County Charter
Review Committee, we have had 
two meetings to date to be sworn
in by a judge, elect our commit-
tee leadership, review “sunshine”
provisions and do some house-
keeping items.  

We will be diving in to the Char-
ter over the next month to present
our initial recommendations for
its first two sections at the next
scheduled meeting of March 9 at
5:30 p.m. at the Main Assembly of
the City-County Building.

 
Bill Johns, 
Farragut

Proven
From page 4A

lot to lose or gain depending on 
their political influence.

When I began my journey all 
those years ago to bring a new 
middle school to my community, 
I had no idea the power held by 
the people that I had to convince 
nor did I realize the power that 
my voice and vote had on them.  

They needed me just as much 
as I needed them, and I quickly 
realized how this all worked, and 
why certain groups engaged in 
the political process and why I 
should to, and so should you.

I’m not asking you to spend 
dozens of hours reading over gov-
ernment meeting agendas and 
proposed land use applications 
like I do every week, but I am ask-
ing you to be informed, know your 
candidates and support an indi-
vidual who shares your beliefs, 
understands your community’s 
needs and has experience!  

I don’t mean volunteering at 
his or her kid’s school experi-

ence, although extremely impor-
tant, I mean boots on the ground, 
deep in their community’s issues 
type of experience.  

Anyone can talk the talk, but 
an invested candidate will have 
spent a significant number of 
hours involved in programs or 
services in their community, at-
tending public government meet-
ings and will have been engaged 
somehow in the process that they 
hope to become a part of.  

If they haven’t, then their po-
litical aspirations are just that 
and there are already too many of 
those types filling seats.

So, this election, use your 
voice and vote, and let’s send our 
elected officials the clear mes-
sage that individual citizens do, 
indeed, have influence.  

Your vote can make all the dif-
ference.  And spoken like a true 
politician, “trust me” on me that.

Kim Frazier, 
founder/director of Hardin 
Valley Planning Advocates 

Michelle Hollenhead

Avenir Memory Care at Knoxville hosted a Mardi Gras fundraising 
event Friday, Jan. 31, to support Susan Vieira, a Snowflake Queen 
contestant in the Knoxville-Knox County Office on Aging’s 12th annual 
Snowflake Ball, which Vieira won Saturday, Feb. 8. Pictured during the 
festivities were, from left, Vieira; Mary Lynne Payne, Avenir director 
of marketing; and Gabrielle Blake. Both Vierira and Blake are with 
Franklin & Kyle Elder Law, which co-sponsored the Mardi Gras event 
along with Amedysis Home Health.

Vote
From page 4A

Mardi Gras fundraising

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T

Dear fellow voter,

My name is David Buuck and I am seeking the offi ce of 
Knox County Law Director.  

For the past seven years it has been a privilege and honor 
to work with our current law director, Bud Armstrong, and 
our great legal staff as Knox County’s Chief Deputy Law 
Director. Prior to my service with Knox County I was in 
private practice for 33 years. 

Over the years, I focused on governmental law, individual 
property rights, business law, and election law. I also 
represented “Citizens for Home Rule” for 25 years, success-
fully fi ghting annexation by the City of Knoxville for many 
homeowners and businesses.

With your vote I stand ready and committed to serve the 
citizens and taxpayers of Knox County as your Knox 
County Law Director. I ask, most humbly, for your support 
and your vote 
in the March 3, 
2020 Republican 
primary election.

  
  
Sincerely,
  

David 
Buuck

11636 Parkside Dr. Farragut

Have you tried Zaxby’s Fried Chicken Sandwich?

$649
Chicken 
sandwich
with Chips, Fries or Slaw 
and a Drink for only

 BRIAN CHAPMAN 
Ser v ing  Knoxv i l le

7824 Kingston Pike 
1-865-347-5111

geico.com/knoxville
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I will also be voting for Scott 
Broyles who brings integrity and 
the right experience to Knox 
County.  Scott is a former Mem-
phis beat cop who has built a suc-
cessful career in homeland secu-
rity in aviation.

Today Knox County is forced 
by budget to schedule major road 
projects out to the year 2034.  The 
state’s plans are all the way out 
to 2040. Likewise, schools are 
underfunded and many are at or 
near capacity.   

Still, County Commission is ap-
proving the rezoning of property 
to permit more projects at even 

greater densities, without an 
overall county vision and without 
a plan to fund the infrastructure 
the new developments make  
necessary.  This shifts the long 
range costs of development to  
the taxpayers. It is a perfect 
storm.

Knox County is property tax 
dependent. Politicians seeking 
to tout low taxes have depended  
on property taxes without de-
veloping other revenue streams.  
Developer friendly commission-
ers use this to justify rezoning 
and the removal of ordinances.

Change is needed to Knox Coun-
ty processes.  Neighborhoods, cit-
izen taxpayers and those wishing 
to develop Knox County land must 

all be treated fairly.  We must have 
good people of integrity in leader-
ship to do that. 

John Schoonmaker stands for 
what is best for the long term 
health of Knox County, even when 
it hurts. We must send him back 
and we must give him strong 
smart fellow commissioners like 
Scott Broyles

Until now there have been 
some protections in place, the 
Knox County Growth Plan —  
forced upon Knox County by  
past abuses that brought  
lawsuits and forced the state to 
put laws in place - a mandated 
county Growth Plan (which has 
been ignored, by-passed and al-
lowed to languish). Now, those 

who control and benefit from
unregulated development seek to
undo even that!  

 We must go to the ballot
box to retain our ethical and  
diligent county commission 
friends, like John Schoonmaker
who represent us with great 
integrity.  

And we must add good new peo-
ple like Scott Broyles, who will 
be fair-minded and bring good 
new ideas for healthy, balanced 
growth. I hope you will join me in 
strengthening Knox County Com-
mission with the right people.

Diane Montgomery, 
West Knox County

Preferences
From page 4A

of the Board of Zoning Appeals 
for 6 years.  He was appointed to 
his current seat when it was va-
cated by Dr. Richard Briggs who 
went on to the State Senate.  
   John fulfilled that term and was 
elected to the same seat in 2016.  
He currently serves as Chairman 
of the Finance Committee for 
Knox Co and is a member of the 
Legislative Committee.

I can’t vote for John myself 
since I’m in District 4, but I have 
personally contributed money to 
his campaign. John has not asked 
for my endorsement nor is he 
aware of this letter.  My endorse-
ment is based upon how much I 
believe in the results I’ve person-
ally seen John deliver.  I’m proud 

of what he’s done for West Knox 
County, and I hope you are too.

My neighborhood action group 
has spent over $200,000 just mak-
ing our local government adhere 
to its own laws and regulations, 
with no avenue for any recovery 
of those expenditures.  Through 
the process it’s become obvious 
the place to stop these problems 
and abuses is at the ballet box. 

 And so that we don’t forget 
that every vote counts, recall that 
Mayor Jacobs won his seat by just 
19 votes.  With that, I hope you’ll 
take the time to educate yourself 
about the candidates, and along 
the way reflect on the positive im-
pact that John has made through-
out our county.

Bryan Spears, 
4th District voter

Endorsement
From page 4A

SafeSplash school
From page 7A

competitive students. The pool 
also is used  with special needs 
students.

Splash Safe currently is open 
from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday; from 9 a.m. to 
noon, Tuesday and Saturday; and 
closed Sundays. 

However, those hours “could be 
expanded over the next month. ... 
Someone will be here from 9 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day),” Tarwater said. 

Parents may sign up for classes 
by visiting online at safesplash.
com, by calling 865-263-1800 or 
by visiting the store.



EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: 

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.”
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Farragut/Landoak - 10255 Kingston Pike | (865) 693-3232

Bearden - 109 Northshore Dr.  Ste 200 | (865) 588-3232

North - 3232 Tazewell Pike | (865) 688-3232

Maryville - 1213 W Lamar Alexander Pkwy | (865) 983-0011

Ebenezer at Westland - 8915  Linksvue Drive | (865) 531-2020

Oak Ridge - 190 North Purdue | (865) 482-3232

Emory Road - 2322 West Emory Road | (865) 947-9000

  693-3232 | 604-2187 | thepigotts@gmail.com

Tim
Hathaway

www.timhathaway.com
E-mail: tim@timhathaway.com

Cell: 643-3232
Office: 693-3232 

ABR • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

KRISTON WILSON
REALTOR®, BALL HOMES SPECIALIST

10255 Kingston Pike • Knoxville, TN 37922
kristonwilson@me.com

KRISTONWILSON.COM

865.388.8768 865.693.3232

Plant Your Roots 
with ME this SPRING!

 Pam Owen

 www.pamowen.com
pam@pamowen.com

 Realtor
 865-693-3232

Buying or Selling a Home?
Put over 25 years of experience and 

knowledge to work for you!

Terry Goodson  Realtor®, ABR, GRI, e-pro

865.696.2759 Direct | 865.693.3232 Offi ce 
1 0 2 5 5  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  |  K n o x v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 9 2 2

Sold@TerrySellsKnoxville.com | www.TerrySellsKnoxville.com

Thinking of selling your home?

Give me a call and let’s get started today!

FARRAGUT SCHOOLS
12041 Grigsby Chapel Rd Knoxville, TN 37934

$449,900 | MLS 1093918
4 BR, 2.5 BA MOTIVATED SELLER   Farmhouse w/wrap-around porch on ap-
prox 2/3 acre NOT in S/D.  2-Car attached garage. Plenty of parking & 50 amp 
service for motor home or RV. No HOA & room for 2nd garage or addition. Eat-
in kitchen gas or wood-burning FP, screened porch w/deck to huge backyard. 
4/5 BRs up...huge master w/walk-in closet, private bath w/shower & jet tub. 
Bonus or 4BR w/2 closets & fi nished 3rd fl oor for man cave or hobby room. 

Dave Moore
Realty Executives Associates 
10255 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37922 

865-693-3232
dhmrealty@gmail.com
www.mooresold.com

 EMMA BEA STALLINGS
 CRS, GRI, ABR

ebstall@aol.com •  693-3232
 Personal Care, Personal Service

FOX DEN
4 BR, 2.5 BA  

Cul-De-Sac, Farragut Schools, Eat in Kitchen, 

Bonus room and Screened in Porch.

Beautifully landscaped!

$449,900 • MLS 1087603
504 E Fox Den Drive • 37934

SOLD

Call me to list your home.

 noel4ahome@hotmail.com

 2.9 Acres off Lovell Rd in West Knox 
Zone UP TO 12 UNITS PER ACRE.

$275,000 

ATTN. INVESTORS / MULTI FAMILY

 10255 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN  37922 | (O) 865-693-3232 | (C)865-804-0998 | (F)865-244-3630 | Carrie@CarrieDougherty.com

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
MOVE MOVE 
SPECIALISTSPECIALIST

 CARRIE  CARRIE 
DOUGHERTYDOUGHERTY,,  
REALTORREALTOR ®®, e-PRO , e-PRO ®®

HARDIN VALLEY
11341 Shady Slope Way

Knoxville, TN 37932

4 BR, 3.5 BA, The Glen Subdivision
2483 sq ft
Patio and Covered Porch
Professionally Landscaped
Eat in Kitchen and Formal Dining room
Master on Main

$379,000  MLS 1108097
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 Career Sessions
Every Tuesday at 1 or 6pm
Call to RSVP @ 474-7100

Register by going to - career.wraptn.com

 Independently owned and operated

www.AdvantagePlusTN.com

West Offi ce
10160 

Parkside Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37922

(865) 474-7100

South Offi ce
221 W. Young 

High Pike
Knoxville, TN 37920

(865) 577-7575

FINISHED NEW CONSTRUCTION

Elizabeth 

McDaniel
 Phone (865) 599-0084  
EMcDaniel@AdvantageTN.com

Jacqueline 
Burg
Phone (865) 257-1624  

jacqelineaburg@gmail.com

Mary-Ann 
Linkowski
Phone (865) 850-0552    
MaryAnn@AdvantageTN.com

 Jeff Grebe  
Phone (865) 719-3624 • jeff@advantagetn.com

$369,000
8508 Flowering 
Peach Lane
Knoxville, TN 37923
MLS 1080679

$345,000
8512 Flowering 
Peach Lane
Knoxville, TN 37923
MLS 1080698

Building Lots Available at 

Penrose Forest
Go to PenroseForest.com 

for more Info

*Terms & Conditions Apply

Special Lender Incentive from Mortgage Direct • Up to 2% of loan amount toward buyers closing cost

Brandi
Matson
Phone (865) 712-7689   
Bmatson@AdvantageTN.com

Rosemary 
Durant
 Phone (865) 591-8204

Rdurant@AdvantageTN.com  Debbie Ishak
Phone (865) 454-2027

DIshak@AdvantageTN.com

Russell
Byrd
 Phone (865) 548-6682
RByrd@AdvantageTN.com

Russell.advantageplustn.com

RENE (Real Estate Negotiation Expert)

MOVE IN READY

3 Bd, 2 Ba 
Ranch home,
1583 sq ft,

open 
fl oor plan

$220,000 MLS 1107506

387 Stone Creek Circle
Loudon, TN 37774



1111 Northshore Dr Ste N-600

Knoxville TN 37919

Office: 865-694-5904

www.judyteasley.com  

judy@judyteasley.com

Judy Teasley
#1 Individual Keller Williams Agent 
in Tennessee 2010-2013

In top 10 Individual KW Agents 
in SoE Region 2011-2015, 2017

#1 Keller Williams Individual Agent 
in Knoxville 2008-2015, 2017

Top 5 For Keller Williams Luxury Homes Division 2012 Each office independently owned and operated

KARNS AREA - JUBILEE FARMS

3208 LOBETTI RD. JUBILEE FARMS, IDYLLIC SETTING. Personal home with 10 bdrms in one wing, 
additional 5 bdrms , & 2 bdrm apartment. 11 full & 4 half baths on approximately 10 acres. Potentially 
a retreat, assisted living, therapeutic facility, church, or school. Zoned agricultural. Handicap accessible 
w/commercial fire sprinkler system throughout and drains in all baths. Elevator to lower & upper levels. 
Custom designed, vaulted great room, massive stone fireplace & floor to ceiling windows. Sunroom, 2 
commercial kitchens. Dining Room opens to Family Room. Master bedroom on main w/adjoining study. 
Master bath w/2 entrances. Two adjoining parcels are a potential option for buyer including 4-5 acres for 
$25,000 per acre, plus adjoining house & 1 acre for $450,000. The approximate 10 acres is part of parcel 
091-202.c Separate apartment upper level. Electric handicap door entrances. Incredible storage. Many 
laundry rooms to accommodate residents. Fabulous outside patio w/waterfall ideal for entertaining. 
Security system w/cameras. Generator for lower level. Heated 2889 SF garage w/adjustable basketball 
hoops. Brick construction. Public water, propane gas, 12 HVAC units (garage HVAC is not functioning, 2 wells for irrigation, septic approved for 17 bedrooms. 
Additional grounds include gazebo, pond, 5 stall horse barn (on public and well water), chicken coop, 2 goat barns, peacock barn plus rental house w/5 
bedroom, 2 full and 2 half baths are part of the listing with approximately 43 acres and the house for $5,250,000. Additional property will not be sold prior to 
the main house closing. Buyer of the main house will have first right of refusal on all additional property. The main house and approximately 10 acres to be 
surveyed off the larger parcel. Sellers have been told there will be an exit off the Schaad Road connector behind the property. $3,250,000 (1099914)
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CONKINNON LAKEFRONT LOT

HANNAHS GROVE

7538 MISTYWOOD RD. Brookstone, One story with Bonus Room Two car side entry Garage All 
Brick except for gables 9’ ceilings on Floor 1, 30 Year Roof 2 Baths, 3 Bedrooms, Hardwood Floor-
ing in Foyer, Dining, Family, Room, Kitchen, Breakfast, Hallways. Ceramic Tile Flooring in Mas-
ter Bath, Bath 2, Laundry. Carpet Flooring in bedrooms, closets, staircase and bonus room. Gas 
fireplace Tray ceiling in Master Bedroom Tray ceiling in Dining Room Bedroom 2 and 3 have WIC 
Granite Kitchen Tops Granite Bath Tops Breakfast area Sentricon Pest Control System Electric Heat 
Electric Water Heater Electric Range Electric Dryer Crown molding on Floor 1 except for vaulted 
ceiling areas and closets 2-10 Home Warranty. $347,000 (1078751) 

ARLINGTON RIDGE

4520 HIGHLAND WOODS WAY. Custom built one owner brick, stone, and hardi plank 4 bedroom plus 
bonus (with window, closet, and private bath), 5.5 baths, 3 car garage on 2.49 acres. March 2018 ap-
praisal value was $655,000.00 (copy of appraisal available upon request). That is $71,000 of instant 
equity! ‘’The Brookmoore’’ plan by Garrell & Associates with personal changes by the owners. Great curb 
appeal with a covered porch and front door with side lights and transom on the level front yard. 18 foot 
ceilings in foyer and great room. There is a wall of windows in the great room allowing natural light and 
beautiful ridge views. Open floor plan. Tongue and groove wide plank hand scraped hardwood flooring 
through out the main level. Large arched window and arched openings in dining room with trey ceiling 
and chair rail. Detailed 12’’ crown and dentil moldings on the main and upper level. Fabulous kitchen 
made for entertaining! Granite counter tops, 2 sinks ( one in island), abundance of cream cabinets with 
pull out drawers and rope molding, custom made vent hood over the range, large pantry. Slate floor in 
the hallway from the garage to kitchen. Keeping room with wood burning fireplace as well as a wood burning fireplace in the great room. Master bedroom 
on main with deep trey ceiling. Huge walk in closet. Master bath with garden tub, ceramic tile shower, dual sinks with make up area. Access from the master 
bedroom and keeping room to the trex deck. The main level laundry with cabinets is plumbed for a utility sink. Stairs to upper level are hardwood with wrought 
iron balusters. All upper level bedroom as well as bonus with private baths. Please click the details on the MLS photos box to view the virtual tour. Partially 
finished lower level. Walk out with high ceilings. Fabulous storage in rest of the lower level, Plumbed for a bath. Potential space for boat garage or workshop. 
Unique upscale architecturally restricted neighborhood with 40+ acres of walking trails that lead to a natural creek area. 400 AMP electric service. Excellent 
insulation with poured concrete walls. Rear wall with R 19 insulation and 2x6 studs. Security system on all levels. TDS Broadband internet currently available 
with Fiber Optic internet coming in fall of 2019. $584,000 (1087496) 

435 CONKINNON DRIVE.  Fabulous level Ft Loudon lakefront lot with a permit for two covered 

docks. One large dock is built, the other now has a fire pit. Lot has a sea wall. Electric and water 

on site including a 30 amp supply for a houseboat. Irrigation trunks installed for 8-10 zones. Up-

scale architecturally restricted. Convenient to west Knoxville and Turkey Creek shopping. $550,000 

(1084704)

KW Quadruple Gold Award 2018

PENDING

EAGLE GLEN

10606 EAGLE GLEN DR. Charming covered porch all brick 3 bedrooms (master on main) plus 
bonus, 2 1/2 baths. Mature landscaping on a level lot with fabulous 10.4x19.5 screened porch. 
Updated eat in kitchen with bay window, gas range, granite countertops., updated kitchen sink and 
faucets. Hardwood flooring in the last five years in the foyer, dining room, family room, living room, 
and main level master bedroom. Incredible storage. Very bright and open with skylights. Fireplace 
with gas logs. Neutral paint. Updated HVAC. 8 year old roof. The subdivision is across from Fort 
Loudon Lake and boat ramps.. Next door to a par 3 golf course, dog park, hiking trails, Lakeside Tav-
ern and Concord Marina. Convenient to shopping, Pellissippi, 1-40. Zoned Northshore Elementary, 
West Valley Middle School, and Bearden High. $372,340 (1093571) 

NEWPRICE

5039 DOVEWOOD WAY.  HOA Dues $140/M HOA Initial Dues: $250 Finished Bonus Room/Bedroom 
with Bath Sunroom, Screen Porch, Extended Patio, Attic Storage, Pella Sliding Door in Sunroom, 
Master Bathroom ceramic tile shower and frameless shower door, Bath 2 tile down to tub, Wa-
ter Circulatory Line (Requires circulatory pump), Hardwood on Floor 1 in Foyer, Hallway, Dining 
Room, Great Room, Kitchen, Breakfast, Sunroom Ceramic Tile Flooring in Master Bath, Bath 2, 
Bath 3, Laundry Carpet Flooring in all remaining finished areas. Hardwood Steps with wrought iron 
balusters Laundry Room Cabinets with Laundry Sink. Granite Kitchen Countertops Granite Bath 
Countertops Gas Heat Gas Tankless Water Heater with Circulatory Line BUILT-INS IN GREAT ROOM 
Stainless Steel Appliances Electric Range, Solid Custom Closet Shelving, Two car garage, 3 baths, 
3 bedrooms, Gas fireplace, Tray ceiling in Master Bedroom, 11’ Ceiling in Great Room and Kitchen, 
Sodded yard, All brick construction, Sentricon Pest Control System,Security System Pre-wire, 2-10 
Home Warranty. $399,900 (1057152) 

JOSHUA’S LANDING 

PENDING
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Photo courtesy of Carlos Reveiz/crfoto.com

Carter Mayfield, Farragut sophomore point guard (14), looks to 
set up the Admirals offense against Bulldog Izaiha Bredwood. 

Four region champs,
17 wrestlers to state

■ ALAN SLOAN    
 editor@farragutpress.com

MARYVILLE — Four Farragut and West 
Knox County Region 3-AAA wrestling champi-
ons were crowned, while seven others earned 
runner-up finishes among 17 locals who quali-
fied for this week’s TSSAA Class AAA state 
tournament in Williamson County. 

Farragut’s Zachariah Garabrandt stood tall-
est in the 138-pound class during the 3-AAA 
tournament at Maryville High School begin-
ning Friday evening, Feb. 14, and ending Sat-
urday evening, Feb. 15. 

This Admiral junior joined three fellow 
champs: Bearden Bulldog junior Matheson 

Meade at 152, third-place state finisher last 
season, and BHS sophomore Blake Lanman 
at 113 — plus Hardin Valley Academy senior 
Josh Pietarila at 170, a two-time state runner-
up. 

Garabrandt
Garabrandt improved his season record to 

38-11 after claiming a 14-5 majority decision 
against Thomas O’Connor of Heritage in his 
championship match.

“He’s finally checked something off that 
he’s been shooting for, for three years now,” 
FHS head coach Bobby Hampshire said about 
Garabrandt finally winning region. “This year 
he wasn’t letting anyone stop him. His drive, 
his determination, his leadership on and off 

the mat is unparallel” among the Admirals 
wrestlers. 

With a career record of 115-39, “the big-
gest way I’ve improved is mental,” Garabrandt
said. “I had the skill last year and I had the
skill my freshman year, but I always got ner-
vous going into the matches. 

“So this year it was just all about believing 
I could go out there and compete,” he add-
ed. “I was pretty much in control the whole 
tournament.” 

Pietarila
State runner-up at 170 last season and 

at 160 in 2018, Pietarila stayed perfect this

Pietarila, Meade, Garabrandt, Lanman lead the way; 7 Dawgs in finals

Edwards
a Mr. Hoops
state finalist

3rd in state 
for WVMS

Securing No. 1 seed, BHS girls 25-2

■ STAFF REPORTS  
 editor@farragutpress.com

B.J. Edwards, sophomore star 
guard for the Knoxville Catholic 
High School Fighting Irish boys 
basketball team, has been named 
one of three Division II-AA Mr. 
Basketball Finalists.   

The Mr. and Miss Basketball 
awards will be presented to the 
top girls and boys in five classifi-
cations of the Tennessee Second-
ary School Athletic Association, 
beginning at 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 10., on the floor of Murphy 
Center on the campus of Middle 
Tennessee State University in 
Murfreesboro.

■  KEN LAY    
 Correspondent

SMYRNA — The West Valley 
Middle School boys basketball 
team concluded the 2019-20 sea-
son on a winning note Saturday 
afternoon, Feb. 15, in the TMSAA 
State Tournament.

The Wolves routed Knox Doss 
Middle School from Hender-
sonville 52-28 in the third-place 
game at Stewarts Creek Middle 
School, culminating a big week.

WVMS becomes the second con-
secutive Knox County team to fin-
ish third in the state tournament. 
Powell Middle accomplished the 
feat last season, which was the 
first campaign where Knoxville 
teams participated in the state 
tournament.

West Valley had to answer an 
early wake-up call Saturday after 
playing a late tilt against Mem-
phis-Ridgeway Friday night.

The Roadrunners edged West 
Valley 49-40 in Friday night’s 
semifinal at Stewarts Creek High 
School.

The Wolves (34-4) got 16 points 
from state sectional tournament 
Most Valuable Player Connor 
Ruth Friday night. Sectional 
all-tournament standout Sam 
Tummins had 13 points against 
Ridgeway, which captured the 
state championship Saturday 
with a victory over Murfreesboro-
Oakland.

■  KEN LAY    
 Correspondent

Despite seeing his team strug-
gle at times, Bearden boys bas-
ketball head coach Jeremy Par-
rott was pleased Friday night.

“I’m really proud of my team,” 
Parrott said after the Bulldogs 
closed out the regular season 
with a 61-46 District 4-AAA victo-
ry over rival Farragut at a packed 
Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium Feb. 
14. “We’ve won 21 ball games and 
a lot of people can’t say that.

“They especially can’t say that 
after they had to replace 100 per-
cent of their offense,” he added.

“But now, the real season starts 
and we’ll have to see what we can 
do there.”

 Bearden (21-7 overall, 12-2 in 
District 4-AAA) will host the dis-
trict tournament and be the No. 2 
seed and have an automatic bid to 
the Region 2-AAA Tournament in 
its quest to defend its Class AAA 
State Championship.

But the Bulldogs had to gut 
this one out against the Admirals 
(14-15, 6-8), who had a 41-40 lead 
heading into the fourth quarter 
despite getting nothing from lead-
ing scorer Robby Geron, who was 
saddled with early foul trouble.

Geron scored all five of his 

points over the final eight min-
utes of the contest. Trouble for
the Admirals was that no other
FHS player scored during that
stint, as the Bulldogs closed the
game on a 21-5 run.

“We just couldn’t score. For
some reason, the ball just didn’t
go through the hoop and that’s
atypical for us,” FHS head coach
Jon Higgins said. “I don’t think 
we had a (3-pointer in the second
half) and that just doesn’t hap-
pen to us.”

Higgins wasn’t all that unhappy 
after the loss and noted that his

■  KEN LAY   
 Correspondent

Bearden High School’s girls 
basketball team was able to 
check off one of its season goals 
Friday night.

The Lady Bulldogs outlasted 
Farragut 53-42 and that vic-
tory wasn’t only a win in one of 
Knox County’s most intense high 
school girls basketball rivalries, 
— it clinched an outright District 
4-AAA regular-season champion-
ship before a packed and spirited 
house at FHS’s Lynn E. Sexton 
Gymnasium Feb. 14.

“For six straight years, we’ve 
either won or shared the district 
championship,” BHS head coach 
Justin Underwood said. “And you 
saw how our kids acted after the 
game. This is always a season goal 
of ours and this is really impor-
tant to them.

“We knew that we were going to 
the region, no matter what hap-
pened tonight, but it’s always a 
goal for us to win the district.”

The Lady Bulldogs (25-2 over-
all, 13-1 in the district) will  
be the top seed as they host the 

Avery “Ace” Strick-
land, Farragut 
sophomore wing, 
drives baseline on a 
Bearden defender. 
The Lady Bulldogs 
pulled off a season 
sweep of the Lady 
Ads with a 53-42 
win Friday night, 
Feb. 14, in FHS’s 
Lynn E. Sexton Gym-
nasium. 

Photo courtesy
Carlos Reveiz/crfoto.com

LanmanMeadePietarilaGarabrandt

See BHS GIRLS-LADY ADS, Page 2B

See BHS-FARRAGUT on Page 3B

See TO STATE on Page 3B

What goes great 

with coffee?

Your community news!

Want to stay up-to-date with 
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district tournament. They won’t 
play again until Friday, Feb. 21.

But the Lady Admirals (20-8, 
10-4) made things tough for 
Bearden on this night. FHS’s 
post duo of Avery “Ace” Strick-
land and Claire Wyatt outscored 
Bearden’s Jakhyia Davis and Av-
ery Treadwell 32-12. 

“Anytime you do that, you feel 
pretty good and think you have 
a good chance to win,” Farragut 
head coach Jason Mayfield said. 
“But unfortunately for us, they 
had some guards who made 
plays.”

Wyatt, who went over 1,000 
points for her high school career, 
scored 18 points. Strickland, a 
sophomore, had 14 points.

Davis and Treadwell managed 
just six points each but the Lady 

Bulldogs got substantial contribu-
tions from their guards down the 
stretch. They also held Farragut 
to one field goal over the final 
eight minutes. 

“Our defense was great,” Un-
derwood said. Anytime you hold a 
team like that to one field goal in 
the fourth quarter, you have to be 
happy about that. Strickland can 
score and Claire can score and 
they both made plays.”

Emily Gonzalez scored 11 
points for BHS, as did Zneyah 
McLaugh Jah’niya Bussell added 
10 points and made four clutch 
free throws down the stretch. 
Emma Stone had nine points on 
the strength of three 3-pointers 
before halftime.

“This is a rivalry game and we 
knew that we were going to have 
to come in here and play good 
defense and ... share the basket-
ball,” McLaughlin said

Sr. Night done right: Lady Hawks 

triumph behind Grice, Laugherty

■  KEN LAY      
 Correspondent

HARDIN VALLEY — Hardin Valley Academy boys 
basketball head coach Shane Chambers said that he 
knew exactly what his team would see when Clinton 
came calling last week.

He and the Hawks saw a team in the Dragons who 
make a habit out of launching shots from beyond the 
3-point arc.

The Dragons knocked down 13 three-point shots 
and left HVA with a 67-60 victory Thursday, Feb 13.

“We knew their gameplan coming in. We knew 
that they were going to shoot 3’s,” Chambers said. 
“But we just didn’t do a good job defending them.

“You can’t give a team like that confidence on the 
road. Unfortunately, we gave them that confidence. 
We just need to play better,” he added. 

The Dragons (14-12) were without starting point 
guard Evan Winchester, but Clinton’s other players 
stepped up in Winchester’s absence.

But the Hawks, who followed that with a loss to 

Knoxville West Friday, Feb. 14, hung tough and were 
only down 49-45 heading into the fourth quarter.
Skyler O’Neal converted a pair of free throws to pull 
the Hawks (13-14) to within 49-47 with 7 minutes, 
52 seconds remaining in the final frame.

However, the Hawks wouldn’t come any closer in a 
game that got extremely physical at times.

“This was a good game for us,” said Hardin Valley
senior forward Avery Sonenshein, who finished with
14 points, including 10 in the second quarter to keep
the Hawks within striking distance. “We knew they
were tough and we knew that they were going to get
physical and they did.”

Hudson Stokes had 13 points and made three
shots from beyond the 3-point arc for the Hawks, 
who trailed 35-31 at halftime. O’Neal added 12.  Jack
Niezgoda had seven and Justin Sharp finished with
six.

But it was the Dragons who manufactured points 
from all over the floor on this night. 

Dragons freshman Jackson Garner led all scorers
with 22 points, making six 3-pointers. 

Long-range lasers sting HVA boys 
versus Clinton despite balanced scoring

Photo courtesy of Carlos Reveiz/crfofo.com

Keeleigh Rogers, Farragut sophomore guard, tries to drive past a 
Bearden defender. The Lady Bulldogs secured the District 4-AAA 
No. 1 tourney seed with a 53-42 rivalry victory Friday night, Feb. 
14, in FHS’s Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium. 

BHS girls-Lady Ads
From page 1B

■  KEN LAY      

 Correspondent

HARDIN VALLEY — Wins have been hard to get 
for Hardin Valley Academy over the last two seasons. 
But the Lady Hawks nabbed a pair of home victories 
late last week to close out the regular season on a 
high note.

Hardin Valley celebrated Senior Night Thursday, 
Feb. 13, with a 78-72 non-district win over Clinton.

The Lady Hawks found themselves down 14-11 
late in the first quarter before getting a spark off 
the bench from Avery Laugherty. She entered the 
game and promptly knocked down three consecu-
tive 3-point shots to close the opening frame, after 
which the Lady Hawks had a 20-14 lead.

Hardin Valley would build a 20-point lead in the 
second stanza and wouldn’t trail again.

The fourth quarter had its share of anxious mo-
ments as the Lady Dragons make a fierce comeback 
attempt. Clinton closed its deficit to 76-72 with 7.4 
seconds remaining in the contest.

The Lady Hawks, who took a 41-21 lead when se-
nior forward Malaka Grice scored with 3 minutes, 42 

seconds left in the second quarter, had a 61-47 ad-
vantage heading into the final eight minutes. They
would have to hold off a fierce rally from the Lady
Dragons (15-14), who made four 3-pointers down
the stretch.

Hardin Valley head coach Jennifer Galloway said
she was pleased to see her team pick up a win over
Lady Dragons and said she has enjoyed watching
her team improve throughout the season.

“Every time this team takes the floor, they look 
at it as a chance to get better and that makes them 
a lot of fun to coach,” Galloway said. “I was really 
proud. Our kids came out strong and we were able
to finish.”

The Lady Hawks boasted a balanced scoring at-
tack on this night, and it was Grice who led the way.
She scored 32 points, including 18 before halftime. 
Laugherty had 21 and knocked down five shots from 
beyond the 3-point arc. 

Tori Adams chipped in with 10 points and Kate
Bass added eight points, for the Lady Hawks, who
downed West High on Friday.

The Lady Hawks close the regular season 11-16
overall and 5-9 in District 4-AAA.
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season, 22-0, after beating 
Bearden sophomore Aiden Du-
arte (24-12) on technical fall 19-4 
to claim region top honors. 

In eight years of coaching 
wrestling, and in his third season 
as HVA head coach, Marc Giles 
said Pietarila’s “drive and his 
desire are second to none of any 
wrestler I’ve ever coached.

“I can’t say enough about Josh. 
He’s on a different level down 
here than most other wrestlers,” 
Giles added. “He’s set the bar re-
ally high.”

“The mindset is going after 
that goal,” Pietarila said about 
clearing the final hurdle to be a 
state champ. “I’m just pushing 
the pace hard in practice, mak-
ing sure I’m better than every-
body. I’m going out there to domi-
nate anybody who comes out on 
the mat against me.” 

Pietarila said his career record 
at 125-14. 

Meade
Ranked No. 1 in the state earli-

er in the season while improving 
his record to 34-1, Meade heads 
back to Williamson County a year 
after finishing third in state at 
145. The junior needed just 28 
seconds to pin Daniel Arp of Wil-
liam Blount in his title match. 

“It’s been a lot about mindset 
this year. I’ve been training a lot 
harder,” he said. “The mindset 
changed after I broke the barrier 
and placed at state last year.”

So this year, “I go out there 
against everybody (thinking) ‘I’m 

team beat Fulton for the second 
time this season Thursday, Feb 
13. 

“The shots just weren’t go-
ing down and that’s part of the 
game,” Higgins said. “But we’re 
playing well right now. I think 
we’re really playing well, but 
there are some things we can fix.

“But we played well tonight. We 
played well against Lenoir City, 
we played well against Maryville 
and we obviously played well 
against Fulton,” he added.

Parrott also lauded Farragut’s 
effort Friday night.

“I thought they did a really 
good job,” Parrott said of the Ads. 
“I thought they had a good game 
plan and I think they played 
well in a rivalry game like this. 
I thought they had great inten-
sity.”

Farragut had leads at the end 
of the first, second and third 
quarters despite the fact that 
Geron was sidelined with foul 
trouble.

“We played well and were 
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Kaleb VanAcker, Farragut senior wing, drives past Bearden defend-
er Elijah Bredwood. The Bulldogs overcame a 41-40 deficit enter-
ing the fourth quarter to win this District 4-AAA rivalry game 61-46 
Friday night, Feb. 14, in FHS’s Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium.

To state
From page 1B

BHS-Farragut
From page 1B

ahead by one point going into the 
fourth quarter and Robby didn’t 
score at all,” Higgins said. 

While Geron had his offensive 
struggles, the rest of the team 
picked up the slack early. But 
the Admirals didn’t have a player 
post double figures in scoring.

Kaleb VanAcker and Noah 
Pack scored eight points each. 
Jake Wallace and Ryan Neal add-
ed seven each while Zain Zitowi 
finished with six.

For Bearden, which lost point 
guard Iziaha Bredwood to injury 
early in the contest, Cahlib Ed-
wards had a game-high 22 points. 
A.J. Pruitt added 12 and fresh-
man Jake Poole finished with 10.

better than you, I know it and I’m 
going to prove it,’” added Meade, 
who said his career record is 94-
16. 

“We’ve tried to get him some 
tough competition this year, but 
it been hard sometimes,” BHS 
head coach Donnie Floyd said 
about Meade, adding his only loss 
was “a slip-up, a 5-4 loss at Brad-
ley (Central Invitational) in the 
semis. “Since then he’s rolled.” 

Lanman
Lanman, a transfer from a 

school in Washington state, 
pushed his season record to 29-6 
after defeating Kainen Kyle of 
Maryville in the 113 title match 
15-7 (majority decision). 

“Back in September I get a text 
that a kid is coming over to say hi 
to me, interested in wrestling, he 
just moved in,” Floyd said about 
Lanman. “Real quiet kid, he 
bought in and has done a great 
job.” 

Starting the season at 120 
before dropping some weight, 
“Since he’s been at 113 he’s 
been rolling through people,” the 
Bulldogs coach said. “This was 
the third time he’s beaten that 

Maryville kid.” 
“I’ve just been putting a lot of 

work in; and I’m thankful to my
teammates and coaches for help-
ing me get to where I am now,” 
Lanman said. 

Other qualifiers
The Admirals and Hawks each 

had one runner-up. Sophomore
Corey Walker of Farragut (23-
23 record) took second in the 
heavyweight title match despite
getting off to a good start against 
Joseph Vanada of Heritage before
being pinned at 3:51 — in what
Hampshire said was a controver-
sial decision.  

HVA senior Laith Burbar of
Hardin Valley finished second at
160 (26-6 record).  

Four other Bulldogs were re-
gion runners-up: senior Samuel
Hensley at 182 (25-7 record), ju-
nior Dylan Burns at 132 (35-8),
sophomore Seth Arana at 195
(26-14) and freshman Logan Pe-
tersen at 126 (16-8).

Farragut’s other state qualifier
was Elijah Wing, a junior, claim-
ing third at 106 after defeating
Cole Lester of Stone Memorial 
(fall at 2:08). 
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 www.rexrodelaw.com

Important 
Questions 
You May be 
Facing…

Contact us today for a free analysis

(865) 622-2265
www.CyanMedicare-LTC.com

CYAN INSURANCE SOLUTIONS

11826 Kingston Pike, Ste 230

Farragut, TN 37934

TN License 2371068

We’ve been helping 
clients fi nd answers for 
over 20 years.  

·  What will 
 I do about   
 Medicare?

·  What will I 
 do about Long  
 Term Care?

·  When should 
 I claim Social  
 Security?

 
Lieutenant Governor Randy McNally
Speaker Cameron Sexton
Patti Jo & Law Director Bud Armstrong
School Board Vice Chair Virginia  

& Mr. Ned Babb
Commissioner Richie Beeler 
Heather & Commissioner Justin Biggs
Stephanie & Senator Richard Briggs
Sharon & Commissioner Charlie Busler
Commission Vice Chair Michele  

& Dr. Michael Carringer
Tammy & Commissioner Carson Dailey
Representative Martin Daniel
Speaker Pro Tempore Bill Dunn
School Board Member Terry  

& Mr. Steve Hill
Adrian & Commissioner Larsen Jay 
Jana & Representative Justin Lafferty
Senator Becky & Mr. Morton Massey
Lisa & Register of Deeds Nick McBride
Angelia & Commission Chairman 

Hugh Nystrom
Heather & Commissioner  

John Schoonmaker
Lisa & Trustee Ed Shouse
Sharon Sutton & Commissioner  

Randy Smith
Linda & Sheriff Tom Spangler
Representative Rick Staples
Pat & Representative Dave Wright

James and Heather Anderson
Joan Ashe
Joe Bailey
Ann & Steve Bailey
Mandy & Kyle A. Baisley
Ashley & Michael Baisley

Lillian & Richard Bean
Susan & Jerrold L. Becker
Angela & James A.H. Bell
Joan & Michael Berry
Sandra & Hank Bertlekamp
Kimberly & John L. Billings
Brenda & Andy Black
Ann & Jerry Bodie
Don Bosch
Rebecca & Chuck Burks
Faith & Kyle Carpenter
John C. Chavis
Marilyn & Jeff Cheek
Sara & Wayne Christensen
Rebecca & Jay Cobble
Katie & Chris Coffey
Mike Cohen
R. Deno Cole
Annie & David Colquitt
Melinda & Joe Connell
Lisa & Jonathan Cooper
Janis & Bob Crye
Sharon & Jeff Daniel
Susan & Jimmy Kyle Davis
Mary & Kevin Desmond
Susan & Tom Dillard
Desiree & David Eldridge
Ruthie & Joe Fielden
Ramsey & Marcos Garza
Margie Nichols & John Gill
John & Judy Griess
Millicent & Jeff Hagood
Terri & Thomas M. Hale
Carla & Doug Harris
Dee & Jimmy Haslam
Leslie & Chad Hatmaker
Betsy & Scott Henderson
Don & Linda Howell
Melissa & Greg Isaacs

Amy & Stephen Ross Johnson
Deborah & Tom Johnson
Pat & Dr. Joe Johnson
Laura Metcalf & Larry Johnston
Victoria & T. Scott Jones
Michelle & Raja Jubran
Callie & Nadim Jubran
Julia & Omar Jubran
Doug & Vicky Kennedy
Cheryl & George Kershaw
John K. King
Michael King
Therese & Ron Leadbetter
Becky & Joe Little
Jennifer & Dr. John Little
Malinda & Ford Little
Gary Loe
Cathy & Mark Mamantov
Jaybee Brennan & Chris Manning
Dr. Aaron Margulies
Justin Mash
Richard Matlock
Kathy & Joe May
Dennis McClane
Linda & Johnny McCoy
Tom McFarland
Bryce & Laura McKenzie
Jerome Melson
Charlotte & John R. Mills
Christina & Jordan Mollenhour
Mae & Jack Moody
Wanda Moody
Loretta G. Cravens & Jody L. Mullins
Laura Nichols
Evelyn & Steve Oberman
Leslie & Ken Parent
Heather & Blake Pavlis
Nick Pavlis
Margaret & Bob Petrone

Barbara & Howard Phillips
Tina & Kenny Phillips
Betsy & Tim Priest
Gary Prince
Norma & Robert Pryor Sr.
Nancy & Robert Pryor Jr.
Martha & Dan Raper
Randall Reagan    
Andy & Sara Rice
Margaret & Wayne A. Ritchie II
Tasha Blakney & Michael Rogers
Culver Schmid
Jeanne & Wayne Sellars
Phyllis & Charlie Severance
Jeanie & Steve Sharp
Todd Skelton
Vivian & Jack Slaughter
Lanna and Eddie Smith
Mark Stephens
Joanie Stallard & Keith Stewart
Bay & Billy Stokes
Liz & Wes Stowers
Dwight E. Tarwater
Norm & Wendy Templeton
Doug & Julia Trant
Amy and Jerry Vagnier
Lynn & Howard Vogel
Kathryn & Bobby Waggoner
Stephanie & George Wallace
Alexander O. Waters
Beth & John B. Waters III
Mindy & Paul E. Wehmeier
M. Jeffrey Whitt
Beth & Mark Williamson
Jessie & Alex Winston
Arrin Zadeh

 

 I think that’s 
the kind of thoughtful 
deliberation that we 
want on the bench.   

– Governor Bill Lee
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Grand Opening February 28
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Join us to Enjoy our New Menu and Atmosphere.  

Music and Wine Specials.

12744 Kingston Pike Suite 104 | Knoxville, TN 37934
 865-288-7827

Open at 11 am 7 days a week!
Serving Lunch and Dinner

Great Selection of Beer & Wine, 29 on tap!

 Knick Myers, owner/agent/builder
Call for a personal tour of these beautiful homes

CornerStone Realty Associates, LLC
12748 Kingston Pike | Suite 206 | Farragut, TN 37934 | 865.966.9700

www.cornerstoneknoxville.com

 New brick homes in Cool Springs 
subdivision are almost complete. 

Featuring main level master and a huge granite kitchen island & outdoor fi replace 
• Four bedroom w/ bonus rooms • Master bedroom on the main

• Full tile showers & tubs (no fi berglass inserts) • Full oak stairs (treads & risers)
• Custom Iron railings • Includes huge built-in Fridge/Freezers

• Energy Effi cient, exceeding Town of Farragut newly adopted energy code requirements. 
• Exterior fi replaces on covered porches • 3 car garage/2-deep

 MLS#1107979 • Offered at $679,999
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Anyone who has trouble hearing or 
understanding conversations is invited to have 

a hearing test to see if this problem can be 
helped! Bring this coupon with YOU for your 

HEARING TEST, a $135.00 value, free.

(865) 635-4574
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Concerts Competition winners from HVA perform with KSYO

Outstanding work cited for Bartlett’s Regional Principal of Year honor

■ STAFF REPORTS  
 editor@farragutpress.com

Knoxville Symphony Youth Or-
chestra will present a winter con-
cert beginning at 7 p.m., Monday, 
Feb. 24, in Tennessee Theatre 
along Gay Street in downtown 
Knoxville, featuring five youth 
orchestras and the winners of the 
2019-20 Concerto Competition. 

The KSYO, conducted by James 
Fellenbaum, will feature Concer-
to Competition winners Miriam 
Ahrens, a sophomore student at 
Hardin Valley Academy, and Trey 
Barrett, a junior at HVA. 

These concerts are free to at-
tend for students kindergarten 
through high school senior, and 
$5 at the door for adults. Tickets 
may be purchased at the door. Be-
fore each performance, patrons 
can dine at Bistro at the Bjiou 
(807 S. Gay St.) and a portion of 
their purchase will be donated to 
the KSYO.  For more information 
regarding the Knoxville Sympho-
ny Youth Orchestra, visit www.
knoxvillesymphony.com/.

Ahrens, viola, will perform a 
movement from Cecil Forsyth’s 
Concerto for Viola and Orches-
tra in G Minor, and Barrett, bas-

soon, will perform Carl Maria 
von Weber’s Andante and Rondo 
Ungarese. 

Beginning her musical stud-
ies at age 4 with Suzuki piano 
lessons, Ahrens, at the age of 6, 
started asking to play the viola 
and began lessons with Connie 
Stambaugh in Lebanon, Pennsyl-
vania In 2014, her family moved 
to Knoxville, and for the past 
three years this HVA sophomore 
has studied with Megan Kehren. 
As a member of KSYO, she served 
as a member of the viola section, 

■  TAMMY CHEEK   
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut High School principal 
Dr. John Bartlett recently was 
honored by Tennessee Associa-
tion for Secondary School Princi-
pals as regional Principal of the 
Year for his outstanding work.

Bartlett joins Cedar Bluff  
Middle School assistant principal 
Jeff Castleberry in being honored, 
as Castleberry was named region-
al Assistant Principal of the Year.

They will advance to the state 

awards, which are scheduled to 
be announced later this month. 
Those winners then will advance 
for the national award, which will 
be announced in October. 

“Obviously it’s an honor and 
very humbling,” Bartlett said 
about receiving the award; but he 
was quick to credit the work of his 
assistant principals, teachers and 
support staff. 

“So while this is an honor for 
me, this is a school award,” he 
added. “It’s for the whole school. 
It’s for the achievements every-

one has 
done. 

“The as-
sistant prin-
cipals do a 
lot of the 
heavy lifting 
as far as the 
school goes. 
They work 
really hard.

“I’ll read-
ily admit I’m a hard person to 
keep up with … they’ve kind of 
gotten used to me and can keep 

up with my crazy ideas. We’re still 
working on those crazy ideas,” 
Bartlett said.

“And, the teaching staff has just 
been unbelievable,” he added. 

FHS ninth-grade principal 
Steve Killian has seen the atmo-
sphere change since Bartlett’s 
arrival.

“I think just the general climate 
of the school is more welcoming,” 
said Killian, an educator for 36 
years, an administrator for 20 and 
in his second year as assistant 
principal at FHS.  

“Students feel like they have 
a voice,” Killian added. “Stu-
dents are more aware they have
a voice.

“Administratively, our whole
team — and teachers — want to 
help students succeed.”

Likewise, Killian said teachers 
feel they are being listened to and
“our (administrative) team wants
to provide teachers with tools for
them to be successful.”

While Bartlett hadn’t been 

Tammy Cheek

Farragut High School Spanish teacher Allison Maldonado (seat-
ed center), with FHS senior Ana Laurenti, seated left; FHS  junior 
Safa Ahmed, seated right; and standing, from left, are sopho-
mores Vrinda Rana and Abigail King and junior Reva Bagi. They 
had a fun moment in between planning for FHS’s World Language 
Department-sponsored World Culture Night, which will take place 
on Thursday, March 5, in FHS Commons. The event is free and 
open to all Knox County students and their families. 

World Cultures
Night set at FHS
■  TAMMY CHEEK   

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Marking World Cultures Night 
at Farragut High School has been 
a dream of FIS Spanish teacher 
Allison Maldonado. 

“It has been my dream for 10 
years to get all the students, the 
community and teachers togeth-
er,” she said.

To kick off that dream,  
she and her students have or-
ganized the second FHS World 
Language Department-sponsored 
World Cultures Night, free for 
all Knox County Schools stu-
dents and their parents, start-
ing at 6 p.m., Thursday, March  
5, in the Commons of Farragut  
High School, 11237 Kingston 
Pike. 

“We have a diverse population 
of students who are from all over 
the world, either first genera-
tion or they were born in another 
country,” Maldonado said, adding 
in one of her classes alone she 
has students from China, Paki-
stan and Brazil.

Since a World Cultures Night, 
held in 2017, was such a success, 
“we want to make it an annual 
event or a semi-annual event,” 
she said. “The last time we had 

350 people attend. We expect 
even bigger numbers this time.”

“The (event) is all about the 
kids feeling proud of their cultur-
al heritage, so we have lots of dif-
ferent areas for people to enjoy,” 
she said. “We have food from all 
over the world.”

Students and their families are 
preparing the dishes visitors will 
sample. 

World Cultures Night also will 
feature entertainment such as 
an African drummer; singers; 
and students performing African, 
Chinese and Bali dances; stu-
dents dressed in the traditional 
costumes from the countries of 
their heritage; cultural booths 
set up to provide information on 
and artifacts from the countries 
represented; and a photo booth 
with props from Germany, Spain 
and France. 

Maldonado said there also 
would be a café serving coffee, 
tea and desserts from around the 
world. 

While the event was organized 
by the World Language Depart-
ment, she said teachers encour-
aged students to take the lead in 
organizing the event. 

Bartlett

4th-graders to 
aid Helping

Hands at FBC 

■ MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
 mhollenhead@farragutpress.com

It might still technically be
winter, but Concord Christian 
School fourth-graders have their 
eyes on summer with some up-
coming events to benefit First 
Baptist Concord’s Helping Hands
Ministry and its members who 
will be attending Joni & Friends 
Summer Camp.

As part of the school’s “Disabil-
ity Awareness Week” focus Feb.
24-28, students will be hosting a
two-day bake sale Feb. 27-28 to 
raise money for Camp, and the 
program will also be a recipient
of two Turkey Creek restaurant
public fundraisers. 

Last year, the CCS fourth-
graders raised around $3,400 —
enough money to send eight in-
dividuals to camp outright, with
additional funds left over to go
toward  expenses for a ninth.

Diane Knudsen, program direc-
tor for Helping Hands, said the 
group typically takes 16 campers 
and additional staffers to camp
annually.

“Each of our grade levels here 

Trey BarrettMiriam Ahrens

See HELPING HANDS on Page 9B

See WINNERS on Page 8B

See WORLD CULTURES, Page 6B

See BARTLETT on Page 9B
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FEBRUARY/MARCH
• Knoxville Children’s The-

atre, 109 E. Churchwell Ave. 
in Knoxville, will present “Junie 
B. Jones The Musical Jr.,” will 
be performed Friday, Feb. 21, 
through Sunday, March 8; at 7 
p.m., Thursdays and Fridays; at 
1 and 5 p.m., Saturdays; and 3 
p.m., Saudays — with one Sun-
day evening show beginning at 7 
p.m., March 8. For tickets, visit 
knoxvillechildrenstheatre.com.

• David Wilcox, winner of 
the prestigious Kerrville Folk 
Festival New Folk award in 1988 
who by 1989 had signed with 
A&M Records, will perform two 
sets beginning at 1 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 21, in The Open 
Chord, 8502 Kingston Pike. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$26.50 and available on-line at 
https://www.openchordmusic.
com/live-music-venue#liveevents 
or at The Open Chord, All Things 
Music Store, 8502 Kingston Pike.

• The Family Sowell has re-
corded a brand new album with 
Grammy-nominated producer, 
Ben Isaacs of the award-winning 
and Grammy-nominated Gospel 
group The Isaacs. Release date 
for the project, a CD release 
party “Same Kind of Different” is 
5 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 22, at   
Wild Wing Cafe in Farragut. 

Organizers said they plan to give 
out the first 50 CDs free. For 
more information, visit Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, You-
Tube and www.thefamilysowell.
com.

• “Hurt, Help and Hope: A 
Community Conversation About 
Suicide,” a free program open to 
the public, will begin at 4 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 23, at Middlebrook 
Pike United Methodist Church, 
7234 Middlebrook Pike. Program 
includes a question-answer ses-
sion in the sanctuary. Printed 
materials will be available in the 
fellowship hall, and an oppor-
tunity to talk with the speakers 
one-on-one. Childcare is avail-
able. Speakers include Ann 
O’Connor, psychologist, and the 
Rev. Jimmy Sherrod of Central 
United Methodist Church. For 
information, call 865-690-8641 or 
e-mail kristi_nelson@yahoo.com.

• Learn when and why to be 
concerned about identity theft, 
and what to do if you become 
a victim, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, in the medium 
classroom at Farragut Commu-
nity Center (239 Jamestowne 
Blvd.) Class is free. Register by 
Friday, Feb. 21, at townoffar-
ragut.org/register, at the com-
munity center or by phone at 
865-218-3375.

• Join instructor Kristi 
Hulsey of Tennessee Thyme for 
the ultimate “Essential Oil: Girls’ 
Night Out” from 6 to 7:30 p.m, 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, in the me-
dium classroom at Farragut Com-
munity Center (239 Jamestowne 
Blvd.). Registration is required. 
Register by Monday, Feb. 24, at 
townoffarragut.org/register, in 
person at the community center 
or by phone at 865-218-3375.

• Stop the Bleed training and 
certification is from 1 to 2:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 27, in the 
large classroom at Farragut Com-
munity Center (239 Jamestowne 
Blvd.). Class and certification 
are free; however, registration is 
required. Register by Monday, 
Feb. 24, at townoffarragut.org/
register, in person at the com-
munity center or by phone at 
865-218-3375.

• Town of Farragut will host 
a two-part Introduction to 
Colored Pencils class from 6 to 
9 p.m., Thursday, March 12, 
and Thursday, March 19, in the 
medium classroom of Farragut 
Community Center (239 James-
towne Blvd.). All materials will 
be provided. Cost for is $50 plus a 
supply fee. Register by Thursday, 
Feb. 20, at townoffarragut.org/
register, at the community center 
or call 865-218-3375.

After 24 years, Dodd steps 
down as RCF Sgt-at-Arms

Tammy Cheek

Rotary Club of Farragut sergeant-at-arms Jim Dodd, left, greets
fellow Rotarian Sam Mishu as Mishu arrives for the RCF noon 
meeting in Fox Den Country Club Wednesday, Feb. 12. After 24 
years, Dodd has decided to turn over the sergeant-at-arms du-
ties to another Rotarian. 

■   TAMMY CHEEK     

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

 For the past 24 years, Rotary 
Club of Farragut member Jim 
Dodd usually has been the first 
person fellow Rotarians see as 
they walked into the weekly 
Wednesday meeting just before 

noon in Fox Den Country Club.
As sergeant-at-arms, his first 

job was to greet members and 
their guests, then he makes sure 
the meeting room is set up prop-
erly and each member has signed
in “to pay Fox Den the proper 

See DODD on Page 7B

“We want the kids to get lead-
ership experience,” she said, so 
students from each of the world 
language honor societies guided 
other students in planning the 
event. 

For more information about 
the event or to volunteer, call 
865-966-9775 or scan the QR code 
on school posters.  

World Cultures
From page 5B
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amount,” he said.
But, as the club prepares to 

swear in new officers, the 74-year-
old said he thinks it’s just time to 
give it up.

“I’ve enjoyed (the role, but) it’s 
just that the club has gotten so 
big,” Dodd explained.

When he started, Dodd remem-
bered RCF had 32 members. Now 
it has 103.

“I think it’s just time for some-
one else to take it over,” he added.

Vicki Esponge has been nomi-
nated to fill his shoes as sergeant-
at-arms, and Dodd said he thinks 
she is up for the job.

“She’s been helping me out,” 
he added.

 Another reason Dodd gave for 
turning over the duties was he 
would like to have more time to 
travel.

“My niece’s husband went to 
graduate school at Arizona State,” 
he said. “I started going out there 
and just became interested in Na-
tive American art, mostly pottery 
and baskets.”

A Tellico Village resident, Dodd 
joined RCF in 1992 and has been 
sergeant-at-arms since 1996.

He remembered when he was 
still working at the insurance 
company and was encouraged to 
join Rotary.

“My employer liked his man-
agers to join Rotary, so when 
I moved (to Tellico Village), I 
joined the Rotary Club,” he said.

When Dodd first joined, the 
club met at the Holiday Inn in 
Cedar Bluff.

“When they remodeled the Hol-
iday Inn, we had to change our 
meeting place,” he recalled. “We 
moved to several different places, 
then it moved to Fox Den.

“Joe St. Martin, who was the 
sergeant-at-arms at the time, 
decided it was too far for him to 
travel, so I became sergeant-at-
arms,” Dodd said. “I live nearby, 
and it was easier for me to be 
here once a week.”

Through the years, he has seen 
many changes in RCF.

“The biggest changes are there 
are a lot more women and young-
er members than there used to 
be,” he noted, adding, “I think 
(those changes) are both good.

“And, we do a lot more proj-
ects than we used to,” Dodd said, 
listing Flu Shot Saturday, the 
stream clean-up and helping Ball 
Camp and Ridgedale elementary 
schools.

“We’ve given money to Re-
mote Area Medical, (Shangri-La 
Therapeutic Academy of Riding) 
and Polio Plus, and we sponsor 
a youth exchange student every 
year,” he added.

 

obituary
Dr. Wayne Steven Davis, 74, 

passed away peacefully Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, ending a long battle  
with cancer, the one thing his de-
termined (some might say stub-
born) demeanor couldn’t make 
budge. 

He is survived by his wife, Jan-
ice, whom he absolutely adored, 
and occa-
sionally an-
noyed; his 
son, Justin, 
who still 
wears way 
more black 
and gray 
than his 
Dad would 
prefer; and 
d a u g h t e r -
in-law, Mol-
lie; his daughter, Heather; and his 
son-in-law, Bryan, who still gives 
him pause. He also is survived by 
his three grandchildren, Caro-
line Herren and Haley and Henry 
Davis, whom he loved dearly and 

provided endless opportunities 
for laughs and calls for shushing 
at public restaurants. He also is 
survived by his brother, Kenneth 
Davis; sister-in-law, Diane; and 
nephew, Spencer. 

Steve was a Vietnam Veteran 
who bravely flew a helicopter in 
the Vietnam War. He was the own-
er of Tennessee Footcare (for-
merly The Foot Group). He loved 
Florida (the state, and to the 
chagrin of his family, the team), 
boating, tropical water and warm 
weather. It’s strangely fitting 
that a cold, dreary February day 
caused his demise.

A casual celebration of life will 
be held starting at 1 p.m., Satur-
day, Feb. 22, at Bearden Banquet 
Hall in Knoxville. Come wearing a 
hint of color. 

In honor of Steve, mix up some 
orange juice and rum and toast 
one of the finest people to ever 
walk this earth.

Steve, as you were fond of say-
ing ... off you go.

Dr. Davis

Songwriters Showcase  
at Community Center  

February 29

College honors for Farragut students told
Four Farragut college stu-

dents — Grace Sommi, Jane 
Foncea, Kaci Deakins and Ellie 
Fussell — were named to the fall 
semester Dean’s List at Samford 
University, Birmingham, Ala-

bama. To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, a student must have earned 
a minimum 3.5 grade-point aver-
age out of a possible 4.0 while at-
tempting at least 12 credit hours 
of coursework.

Michael C. O’Shaughnessy, a 
junior engineering major from
Farragut, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Saint Michael’s
College, Colchester, Vermont, for
the Fall 2019 semester.

Dodd
From page 6B

■ STAFF REPORTS    
 editor@farragutpress.com

A trio of local musicians will take the stage in Far-
ragut’s new Community Center Assembly Hall Feb. 
29 when Visit Farragut hosts its second annual Song-
writer’s Showcase.

Very close to being sold out, according to Town Tour-
ism coordinator Karen Tindal, the event will begin at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29, with a performance from 
School of Rock students, before headliners J Luke, 
Dave Landeo and Jason Ellis take the stage.

“Dave is a long-time Knoxville favorite and has been 
musical director for the Knoxville Marathon for years 
as well as playing the Lawn Chair Concert series last 
August,” Tindal said. “When I contacted Dave he was 
on board immediately and invited his friends, J Luke 
and Jason, to round out the performers. These guys 
are friends,  and I am sure that will come across in 
their music; Dave even mentioned that they may col-
laborate on a song together for the showcase.”

Last year’s Showcase unfolded over two evenings, 
with a women-focused event, along with the show-
case, both of which were held where Admiral Pub 

See SHOWCASE on Page 10BDave Landeo

See back issues of the farragutpress @

www.farragutpress.com
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Medray Enterprises, PLLC.State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
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Mansour Hasan, Agent
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as well as principal viola in the 
2018-2019 season.  

Ahrens has attended the Win-
tergreen Music Festival in Win-
tergreen, Virginia, and was hon-
ored with a full scholarship to the 

Masterworks Festival in Spartan-
burg, South Carolina. 

Barrett has been a member  
of KSYO for the past two years  
as principal bassoon.  Trey be-
gan his bassoon training at the 
age of 12 with Aaron Apaza,  
past principal bassoon with 
Knoxville Symphony Orches-

tra and lecturer of bassoon at  
UT Knoxville and current princi-
pal bassoon with the North Caro-
lina Symphony in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 

In January, Barrett began 
studying with Jessica Findley 
Yang, acting principal bassoon 
with KSO and lecturer of bassoon 

at UT Knoxville.  As a freshman, 
he was invited to join the Ten-
nessee Wind Symphony as a high 
school “Rising Star.”  

As a member of the HVA Wind 
Ensemble,  Barrett was selected 
for All-State as a freshman and 
sophomore after placing first 
chair, blue band in the All State 

East Clinic.  
In June 2019, Barrett audi-

tioned for and was selected out of
an international candidate pool
to attend the Advanced Bassoon
Institute at the Interlochen Cen-
ter for the Arts in Interlochen,
Michigan. 

Pickleball talents displayed in gym at new Community Center/Sr. Center

Photos by Tammy Cheek

(Left) Diane O’Brien prepares to serve during the 
pickleball kick-off in Farragut Community Center/Knox 
County Senior Center gymnasium, 239 Jamestowne 
Bvld., Thursday, Feb. 13. Almost 80 attended. 
(Above) With several spectators looking on, Gary Pease 
bends down in proper position to return a shot. 
(Right) Looking over her intended target, Cindy Blanco 
gets ready to serve.

Winners
From page 5B
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told why he was nominated, he 
is aware several different people 
nominated him for the award. 

When he learned of the nomi-
nation, he “asked them to find 
somebody else to honor because, 
in 2016, I won the state award, 
and I wanted to make sure other 
people who did great work were 
honored.”

 In addition to winning the 2016 
state Principal of the Year award 
from TASSP, he also won the Ten-
nessee Association of Student 
Council Administrator of the Year 
Award in 2014.

However, he noted, “It’s not 
my job to seek awards; it’s my job 
to make sure people around me 
receive awards and to promote 
them.” 

While reflecting on his ad-
ministrative role, Bartlett said, 
“Obviously we want student 
achievement, student learning 
for everyone to maximize their 
potential with learning, but at 
the same time it’s about build-
ing the whole student — not just 
academics, but emotionally, men-
tally, physically — every aspect of 
the student’s life and make sure 
(he or she is) taken care of.

“What we’re doing is raising 
adults,” he added. “It’s not just 
our job to teach them.” 

Before becoming an adminis-
trator, Bartlett, who also serves 
as Knox County Schools’ direc-
tor of Leadership Development, 
spent 12 years in the U.S Marine
Reserves. Of those 12 years, two
were on active duty. He earned 
the rank of staff sergeant. 

He then pursued a career as an
educator, first as a teacher and a
coach. Before joining Knox Coun-
ty Schools, Bartlett taught at Uni-
coi County High School in Erwin,
Tennessee, served as principal of
Loudon County High School and
as a teacher and sports coach in
Bledsoe County.

He joined Knox County Schools 
in 2000 as a Powell Middle School
teacher. Bartlett switched gears
to administration in 2007, when 
he became administrative assis-
tant at Fulton High School, then
assistant principal at Knoxville
West High School. 

He also was part of the 2010 
Leadership Academy, was Aus-
tin-East High School curriculum
principal and Carter High School 
principal before he was Bearden
High School principal, where
he served for 10 years, and sub-
sequently the school system’s
supervisor of secondary educa-
tion. Wanting to get back into the
schools, he accepted the princi-
pal position at FHS.

Bartlett
From page 5B

Michelle Hollenhead

Heather McGuire was among the Helping Hands Ministry partici-
pants who enjoyed meeting and petting Buck, a Human Animal 
Bond in Tennessee support dog following an assembly Thurs-
day, Feb. 13, in Concord Christian School. The school’s fourth-
graders, whose mission focus is the ministry, also were present, 
learning how they can help send Helping Hands members to Joni 
& Friends Summer Camp. 

Helping Hands
From page 5B

have a missions focus,” she ex-
plained. “And for the fourth 
grade, it is Helping Hands.” 

The school has paired up the 
ministry, which meets on First 
Baptist Concord’s campus, with 
fourth-graders for the last seven 
years, and the students are in-
troduced to the program par-
ticipants in a number of ways 
throughout the year, starting 
with a meet-and-greet chapel as-
sembly in the fall.

Last Thursday, Feb. 13, Knud-
sen led a second joint chapel 
session, in which she described 
more in-depth details of what 
special needs individuals might 
experience.

Fellow CCS seventh-grader Ava 
Gleason shared her own personal 
experiences with her two special 
needs brothers, and Trent Steele 
brought his Human Animal Bond 
in Tennessee dog, Buck, and re-
lated how Buck helps individuals 
cope with a variety of issues. 

“It is really important that we 
help our students learn about dis-
abilities and how to engage with 
others,” Knudsen said. “It has 
really made an impact, too, be-
cause at least one of our students 
went on to do her senior project 
about Helping Hands, and anoth-
er student decided he wanted to 
go to the Joni & Friends camp as 
a counselor.”

“Diane does a wonderful job 
helping to bring our students to 
a comfortable place, where they 
can learn about Helping Hands, 
and how they can interact and 
even help and make a differ-
ence,” said Stephanie Mason, 
CCS director of marketing.

Fourth-grade students’ parents 

have been asked to bake or buy 
items to send to the school for 
the internal bake sale, but the 
community can help out, too. 

On Monday, Feb. 24, from 3 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., Blaze Pizza will donate 
20 percent of the proceeds from 
food sales to help send Help-
ing Hands participants to camp. 
Those wishing to support the ef-
fort must show the flyer — either 
a physical copy or on a smart 
phone. The image is available at 
http://bit.ly/CCSHelpingHand-
sWeek. Mason also has created a 
Facebook event with the flyer im-
age, which can be shared.

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, patrons 
may visit Zaxby’s from 3 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., and mention or show 
that flyer with 20 percent of the 
night’s proceeds to the cause.

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016
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Praise the Lord, my soul; all my 
inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits—who forgives all 
your sins and heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit 
and crowns you with love and 
compassion, who satisfies your 

desires with good things so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Psalm 103: 1-5 (NIV)

WorshipWorship
PraisePraise&
D I R E C T O R Y

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

671-1885

 FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”
 Sunday Morning Worship 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45
 A Stephen Ministry Church

 209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Weekly Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)
Sun: Covenant Kids (11:00 AM)

Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)
Wed: Cultivate (6:45 PM)

Relevant Word Broadcast
Sun: IHOPE-TV Channel 241 (2:30-3:30 PM)

Sun: WVLR/Christian Network TV (4:30-5:30 PM)
Sat: WVLR/Christian Network TV (3:00-4:00 PM)

“Winning Souls 
and Changing 

Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

10319 Starkey Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

www.newcovenantbc.com

 Sunday Morning 
Services

Traditional and 
Contemporary

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

11020 Roane Drive
966-6728

www.concordumc.com
Nursery Provided for All Services

Farragut Christian 
Church

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

138 Admiral Road
966-5224

Jason Warden, Senior Minister

225 Jamestowne Blvd. 
Farragut  966-9626
SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.

www.faithloves.org

Traditional  9:00 AM
Sunday School (for all ages) 10:00 AM
Contemporary  11:00 AM

Weekly Sunday Morning Worship

Christian Friends of Israel

P.O. Box 1813

Jerusalem, 91015 Israel
Gen 12:3 www.cfijerusalem.org

www.virtuecpchurch.com

Reverend Steve Graham, Pastor
725 Virtue Road in Farragut        865-966-1491

Sundays
 Fellowship 9:30 am
 Sunday School 10:00 am
 Worship 11:00 am

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

Call Linda at 

218-8881 

to place your ad in 

the farragutpress 

Worship Directory!
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currently is located along Brook-
lawn Street. 

“It was great to partner with a 
local business and establish the 
event,” Tindal said. “The turnout 
was good for both events despite 
the fact that the Saturday eve-
ning event happened on the same 
day we saw so much flooding last 
year. 

“Knowing that we were going 

to be moving the showcase to 
the Assembly Hall at the Com-
munity Center this year, I wanted 
to focus on just one night and re-
ally give the guests an evening of 
great music and story telling in 
an intimate setting,” she added. 

“I want the attendees to be 
able to feel like they are a part of 
the evening.” 

For more information, or to 
check if tickets remain available, 
go to visitfarragut.org.

‘Funtastic Field Day’ 
at FPS featuring K-12 

youth March 1
■ STAFF REPORTS  

 editor@farragutpress.com

For the second year in a row, 
Farragut Primary School will be 
the site of an all-inclusive “Fun-
tastic Field Day” from 2 to 5 p.m., 
Sunday, March 1.

The event is intended for  
students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, with and 
without disabilities, according to 
organizers.

“This event is for all children 
and their families regardless of 
ability,” said Lindsay Willis, who 
last year served as FPS Parent 
Teacher Association special edu-
cation liaison when FPS hosted 
the event for the first time, but 
who now fills the role of special 

education chair for Knox County 
Council Parent Teacher Associa-
tion. “Our goal is to promote in-
clusion and show teachers and
families that it is possible.

“Knox County has been so great 
to help us spread the word to all 
of the schools countywide; flyers
went in all backpacks recently.”

Sponsors for the event include 
The Therapeutic Recreation Pro-
gram in the University of Tennes-
see’s Department of Kinesiology, 
Recreation, and Sport Studies.

The event is free and open to 
the public. Food trucks also will
be on-site. 

Those planning to attend are 
asked to register at https://fun-
tasticfieldday2020.eventbrite.
com.

Tammy Cheek

James Long, champion of St. John Neumann Catholic School 
spelling bee, is joined by runner-up Sophia Collins after the com-
petition Tuesday, Jan. 28. 

James, Sophia
top two SJNCS
spellers at Bee

■  TAMMY CHEEK   
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

After going about 20 rounds, St. 
John Neumann Catholic School 
eighth-grader James Long won 
SJNCS’s school-wide spelling bee 
by correctly spelling “Giza” and 
“gallium,” at the school Tuesday, 
Jan. 28. 

While surprised at the win, 
James said he “feels just great, 
excited.”

The son of Jason and Carol 
Anne Long and grandson of Kay 
Long, he will compete in the 
Scripps National Appalachian 
Spelling Bee in March at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

“I’m hoping I will do well,” 
James said. “I’m prepared for it.” 

Fellow eighth-grader Sophia 
Collins was close behind, garner-
ing the runner-up title. 

“I feel good, but it was funny to 
be up there (on stage) because 
my friend was screaming,” she 
said. Sophia is the daughter of 
Paul and Lisa Collins and grand-
daughter of Domingos and Dolo-

Showcase
From page 7B

■ STAFF REPORTS  
 editor@farragutpress.com

The Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards, a nationwide pro-
gram honoring young people for 
outstanding acts of volunteerism, 
recently recognized Forest Chen, 
a Farragut High School senior, 
as one of six Tennessee students 
earning Distinguished Final-
ists honors for their impressive  
community service activities. 
Each will receive an engraved 

bronze medallion.
Chen, 17, founded and runs 

the “East Tennessee Chess Club,”
through which he holds regular 
tournaments, gives free chess 
lessons to young people at a local 
church and has raised and donat-
ed more than $8,000 to benefit 
various causes. 

With his club now having more
than 100 members, Chen was in-
spired to start this initiative be-
cause of the lack of chess-related
opportunities in his community.

Distinguished Finalist  
honors at state go to  

Chen, FHS senior

res Teixeira and Paul and Carol 
Collins. 

This is not Sophia’s first expe-
rience in a spelling bee. She has 
participated every year except 
sixth grade.

“You get used to it while you’re 
up there,” she said. 

Should James not be able to 
compete in the regional event, 
Collins will participate in that 
spelling bee. 

James and Sophia competed in 
the bee along with 17 other par-
ticipants from the fourth through 
the eighth grades. 

Fulton
From page 2A

But his mother’s relentlessness 
to make a better life for her fam-
ily led them from place to place 
until they moved to Griffin, Geor-
gia, where he was introduced to 
organized sports and “things got 
better.” 

When she later met and mar-
ried his stepfather, they moved to 
Arkansas, where Furlow recalled 

he was determined to leave and 
used sports as a vehicle in that 
determination. 

He continued with his “get 
out of Arkansas plan,” which ul-
timately brought him to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, where he 
played football and was on the 
verge of getting a full-ride schol-
arship until a torn ACL ended his 
career in sports.

An entrepreneur, author and 
business owner, Furlow came up 

with his “transition formula” to 
handle the changes life throws at 
a person. 

That formula is: “Anything that 
your growing through — not go-
ing through — is preparing you 
for what you’re going to,” he 
said. “Access what you are go-
ing through right now (and ask), 
‘what value can you take away 
from it? “

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

10101 Sherrill Blvd.

Knoxville, TN 37932

865-687-1855

www.sparksinsurance.com

like us on facebook at facebook.com/farragutpress

  A Place Called HomeA Place Called Home A Place Called HomeA Place Called Home
F R O M  T H E  G R O U N D  U P

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T   •   N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N   •   D E V E L O P M E N T
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Coming in Coming in MarchMarch
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100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

000 LEGALS 000 LEGALS

000 LEGALS 000 LEGALS Place your 

Help Wanted ad 

in farragutpress! 

Call Linda at 

218-8881

To place your 
ad please call 
865-675-6397 

or fax 
865-675-1675.

employment zone
203 HELP WANTED 203 HELP WANTED

Advertise in the farragutpress  
service directory! 

Call Linda at 218-8881

600 CONDOS FOR RENT

516 REMODELING
LICENSED CONTRACTOR- Remod-
eling, custom home building, 
additions, sunrooms, garages, 
decks, restoration, kitchens, 
bathrooms. Residential & Com-
mercial. Free estimates. 865-
922-8804. Herman Love.

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party 15 words $45/4 weeks
Commercial 25 words $55/4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week
Display Ads 
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

The farragutpress is not 
responsible for errors in 
an advertisement if not 
corrected by the first week 
after the ad appears. This 
newspaper is not respon-
sible or liable whatsoever 
for any claim made by an ad 
or for any of the services, 
products or opportunities 
offered by our advertisers. 
We do not endorse or pro-
mote the purchase or sale 
of any product, service, 
company or individual that 
chooses to advertise in this 
newspaper, and we reserve 
the right to refuse any/all 
advertising we deem inap-
propriate or unacceptable 
by our company standards.

Advertising Advertising 
Account ExecutiveAccount Executive

FULL TIME, SALARY PLUS COMMISSION

for the Farragut area

Mileage and cell phone allowance
Health Insurance and 401K

• Must be organized, outgoing & enjoy working with people
• Must dress neatly & be comfortable talking with businesses

• Sales Experience Required

Send resume to:
tcox@republicnewspapers.com

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37934

865.675.6397 | www.farragutpress.com

MOUNTAIN GETAWAY
1 BR Condo 
in Townsend

on the Little River
Close to Cades Cove.

Hiking and Biking nearby.
Call Shelia

606-499-3056
To reserve your stay.

Call Linda at 218-8881 

to place your ad

Classified 
Advertising Rates

1 Block ........................ $55/mo.
2 Block ...................... $110/mo.
3 Block ...................... $165/mo.
4 Block ...................... $220/mo.
6 Block ...................... $330/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. 

Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

* Licensed General Contractor* Licensed General Contractor

* Kitchen and Bath Remodels* Kitchen and Bath Remodels

* Complete Renovations* Complete Renovations

* Siding, roofi ng, gutters* Siding, roofi ng, gutters

* Decks* Decks

* Flooring* Flooring

* Additions* Additions

* Basement fi nish* Basement fi nish

FREE ESTIMATES
John Scoggins, OWNER/ESTIMATOR

(865) 387-0058: cell
houseworksco@yahoo.com: email

www.houseworksco.com
Follow and Like us on Facebook: Houseworks of Knoxville LLC

The Home Improvement Company of East TennesseeThe Home Improvement Company of East Tennessee
HouseHouseWorksWorksNominated in 

City View 
Magazine 

“Best of the Best 
2013-2019”

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
 368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

State Licensed &
Insured Contractor

865-281-5594 
DNDHVAC24@gmail.com

License #71904

Residential and Commercial Heating and AC Services

FREE ESTIMATES  |  5 STAR RATING 

home repair & improvement

A & A Lawn Care
Complete Lawn Care Service

Jimmy Amburn, 
Owner

865-389-5095

Mowing • Trimming • Mulch 

 Clean-up • Pressure Washing

lawn & 
land-
scaping

 Tom Farr’s  Landscaping of Any Kind 

 West Side Services • Call Tom at 368-2013
Free Estimates • Insured | License #0373446 

FIREWOOD
Delivered &

 Stacked 
$90 / Rick

 • Retaining Walls
• Flower Gardens
• Mowing 
• Mulching 
• Shrub Trimming
• Clearing & 
  Brush Hauling
• Tree Removal
• Junk Removal

service directory
miscellaneous services

 865.599.5220

 •Tree Removal
•Trimming and Topping

• Complete Debris Removal
• Over 30 Years Experience

 www.arboristknoxvilletn.com
Servicing Knox & surrounding counties

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

References Available

This Job Calls This Job Calls 
for a Profor a Pro

Residential & Commercial

MOWINGMOWING
MULCHING

• Aeration • Over Seeding
• Weeding Beds

• Lawn Treatment
• Bush Hogging 

Mulch & Rock

Delivery Available

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

Your Car or Boat Detailed
At Your Home or Offi ce 

• Mobile  • Insured  • Licensed
865-253-8899 | KnoxvilleCleanRide.com

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Testing 

Required for all employees

 FREE ESTIMATES
 865-291-8434

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

 Serving Knoxville & the 
Farragut area for 26 years

5  Rating on GoogleRating on Google

•• Interior/Exterior    Interior/Exterior   
 Painting Painting

•• Pressure Washing Pressure Washing

•• Staining Staining

•• Drywall &  Drywall & 
 Carpentry Carpentry

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 

               Follow & Like us on 

Now Now 
AcceptingAccepting

Major Credit Major Credit 
Cards and OnlineCards and Online

PaymentsPayments

4 SEASONS 
CLEANING
Fast • Honest • Reliable

Customized Cleaning
Plans & Rates 

865-384-6780
865-216-4443

• Residential 

• Offi ce 
• Rental

 Retired Union 
Electrician

AVAILABLE FOR 
Service Calls & Small Jobs
Courteous Personal Service

37 Years Experience
• Industrial • Commercial

• Residential
Ceiling Fans a Specialty

Licensed • References Available

Call Wayne

865-455-6217

SERVING KNOX & SURROUNDING 
COUNTIES OVER 30 YEARS

• Residential & Commercial 
Vinyl Pools • Plastering • Concrete 

• Liner replacement • Fencing

Financing Available

Aqualitypoolco1@gmail.com    

A-Quality Pool Company

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
865-242-2103 or 865-924-2666

Precision Lawn Care
& Landscaping

Mowing • Mulching

Shrub Pruning • Pressure Washing
Most Lawns Cut $30

300-0996

Appliance Repair
Call Appliance Genie LLC

We Service All Major Appliances
 Including LG, Samsung and Kenmore

CALL TODAY
865-340-9488

We accept major credit cards 

See our references on Facebook 

 11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934

865.966.7057 | WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

AGENDA FARRAGUT BOARD 
OF ZONING APPEALS Farra-
gut Town Hall, February 26, 
2020, 7:00 p.m. 1. Approval 
of Minutes for the March 27, 
2019 meeting 2. Public hear-
ing on a request for a vari-
ance from grass strip width 
standards between pedestrian 
facilities and street curbing 

provided for in the Subdivi-
sion Regulations and that are 
cross referenced in Chapter 
4, Section XXII., D. of the 
Farragut Zoning Ordinance as 
applied to a site development 
proposed at 11807 Kingston 
Pike, 1.5 Acres, Zoned C-1 
(GBS Engineering, Applicant)

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, or disability pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practic-
es and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 
865966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

 11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934

865.966.7057 | WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

AGENDA FARRAGUT VISU-
AL RESOURCES REVIEW 
BOARD Farragut Town Hall 
Board Room, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
1. Approval of minutes for 
the January 28, 2020 meet-
ing. 2. Review of a ground 
sign for the Overlook Apart-
ments located at 11613 
Vista Terrace Way, off North 
Campbell Station Road. 3. 
Review of a ground sign for 
the McDonald’s Restaurant 
located at 11205 Kingston 
Pike. 4. Review of a ground 
sign (replacement) for the 

First Horizon Bank located 
at 11864 Kingston Pike.  5. 
Review of a enter/exit direc-
tional ground signs for the 
First Horizon Bank located 
at 11864 Kingston Pike. 6. 
Review of a ground sign (re-
placement) for the Coldwell 
Banker Wallace & Wallace 
Realtors Offi ce located at 
10815 Kingston Pike. 7. Re-
view of a landscape plan for 
a new offi ce building located 
at 11807 Kingston Pike. 8. 
Staff report - proposed sign 
ordinance revisions.

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, or disability pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practic-
es and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 
865966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

KNOX CO. 
PROPERTY 

TAX 
DEADLINE IS 

FEB. 29TH

For more ways to pay your

tax bill, visit our website at 

www.knoxcounty.org/trustee

or call (865) 215-2305

For your convenience, 
the Trustee’s 

Cedar Bluff  offi  ce 
will be open 

8 am - noon on 
Saturday, 2/29

SERVER 
Full Time

6 days 10AM -3PM
Experienced in 

Handling large groups

Apple Cake Tea Room
Call for appointment

966-7848 or 603-6973

HELP 
WANTED
farragutpress

is looking for

STRINGERS
for 

Advertorial 
Writing

in Special Sections

Please Send Résumé
and Writing Samples to:

tcox@
republicnewspapers.com
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westsidefaces

St. John Neumann Catholic School again hosted the free 7th Annual West Knox 
Preschool and Activities Fair, organized by Knoxville-Northshore chapter of 
MOMS Club International, in the school, 625 St. John Court, in Farragut,  

Saturday, Jan. 25. 
Parents talked to vendors of more than 40 preschools, extra-curricular programs 

and businesses, mostly in West Knox County. Children were entertained by  
Kindermusik’s drums, drawing pictures and shooting handkerchiefs at The Muse 
booth and other activities.

“I think it’s a fantastic source of information and my kids are having a blast,”  
attendee James Brower said. 

“We have one big service project a year,” said Kate Lee, assistant vice president of 
MOMS Club International’s Knoxville-Northshore chapter. “We feel this is such an 
important event to attend, not only as an outreach but also a one-stop shop.”

The group raised more than $150 to support Columbus Home.
Imagination Library’s Danielle Velez shows a book 

to Margaret Sutton, 4

From left, Knoxville Christian School’s Cathy Riesen, pre-kindergarten 
co-leader; Kay Wellons, assistant elementary school principal and 

preschool director; and Jenna Zarchin 

MOMS Club International’s Liz Bushley, 
left, Emily Ruoti, seated right, and Kate Lee

Maxwell Wynn and Muse Knoxville’s 
Lori Dale

Cindy Sugg, owner of Knox Kindermusik, with Eric Nelson, left, 
and Xavier Slatton

Kayla Colwell, left, with visitor

The Little Gym instructors Mallory Head, left, 
and Heather Rains, with Daniela Diaz, right

Muse Knoxville’s Lori Dale shows Connor Brogan 
how the shooter works.

Gwen Madaychik, 4

Michelle Lawson, St. John Neumann Catholic School

Kate Lee, left, with mom Alex Weaver, dad Mike Weaver and 
19-month-old Quinn Weaver

Photos by Tammy Cheek

Preschool & Activities Fair

St. John Neumann Catholic School hosts

7th Annual West Knox


