
that is the  military — I’m definitely go-
ing to miss that part of  it.”

However, “If  it wasn’t for all of  them, 
I wouldn’t be here,” said Watson, who 
rose to the rank of  lieutenant colonel 
in TnANG after attaining the rank of  
major as a fighter pilot.  

“It’s 21-and-a-half  years, and I get 

all the attention today,” he added. “But 
because of  them is the reason why I’m 
here. If  I didn’t have all their support, 
then it wouldn’t have been a successful 
21-and-a-half  years, that’s for sure.”

“Humility is key,” Kuhlman said 
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From toys to special mentor, combat tests 

Above far left photo by Emily Watson/ combat photo submitted by Emily Watson/ above photo by Alan Sloan

(Above) Family members of Emily and Lt. Col. Ryan Watson are in front of the KC-
135 Stratotanker Ryan flew on his final assignment as a refueling pilot with the 
134th Operations Squadron at McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base in Alcoa 
early Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 29. Adults, from left, are Ryan’s stepfather and 
mother, David and Sharon McConnell; Emily and Ryan; and Ryan’s stepmother 
and father, Judy and Glen Watson. Ryan and Emily’s sons are Asher Watson, 16 
(back left), Canaan Watson, 13 (front left), along with Judah Watson, 11 (front, 
right), and Micaiah Watson, 15 (white cap). (Top middle left) Then Maj. Ryan 
Watson on a USAF combat mission in Afghanistan in 2008 flying an F-15E Strike 
Eagle.  (Top far left) Watson greets his grandfather-in-law, Retired U.S. Army Col. 
Hank Miller, 97, of Farragut, a World War II, Korean War and Vietnam veteran. 

Rescheduled CUMC Black History eventsRescheduled CUMC Black History events

Town’s own USAF fighter pilot, Lt. Col. Watson, 
with family, friends celebrating 21+ years service

n ALAN SLOAN   
 editor@farragutpress.com

Flying model airplanes fascinated 
Ryan Watson as a child.

That early passion, which helped 
point Lt. Col. Ryan “Bolt” Watson in 
the direction of  becoming a combat vet-
eran fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force 
— four tours in Afghanistan and Iraq in 
the late 2000s — had 
two other key ele-
ments making up 
this Farragut resi-
dent’s character. 

He would develop 
a special bond with 
now retired USAF 
Col. Rick Kuhlman, 
the man who be-
came Watson’s most 
cherished military 
mentor as a Uni-
versity of  Tennes-
see Air Force ROTC volunteer instruc-
tor. That bond began in 1999.

They cemented their relationship 
thanks to another, and even more im-
portant, mutual passion: living as de-
voted Christians.

How to best cement their military 
and Christian bonds? 

“When you graduate from pilot train-
ing, you actually break one set of  pilot 
wings (insignia), and you give one part 
or half  of  the wings to someone else,” 
Kuhlman said. “The ceremony is called 
‘the Breaking of  the Wings.’

“And the tradition is they will be 
joined again in eternity,” the retired 
colonel added. “And so Ryan gave me 
half  of  his wings, or the half  that was 
broken, and it’s in my house on my wall 
in my family room.”

Celebration, humility
Kuhlman was among roughly 60 

family members, friends and military 
colleagues on hand as Watson retired 
from the military late last month after 
roughly 21-and-a-half  years of  service. 

“I was active duty for 15 years, and I 
was in the Air (Force) Reserves for two 
years,” the new retiree said, before his 
final service years as a 134th Opera-
tions Squadron refueling pilot at Mc-
Ghee Tyson Tennessee Air National 
Guard Base, which is alongside the air-
port in Alcoa,  

Watson’s final TnANG flight found 
his wife, former USAF 2nd Lt. Emily 
Watson, and their children — Asher, 16; 
Micaiah, 15; Canaan, 13; and Judah, 11 
—  among those viewing the emotional 
landing, which came at the base on a 
sunny Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 29.

“Overwhelmed, I would say,” the 
43-year-old said about his emotions 
roughly 30 minutes after landing dur-
ing an on-base celebration gathering.

“When I landed I didn’t think it was 
going to be as hard as it is,” Watson 
added. “Very emotional, just think-
ing about all the people who have been 
there for me, who have supported me to 
get me to this point. 

“I really enjoyed the brotherhood 

Wataon

Homeless population growing in Farragut, West Knox: FWKCC Speaker Series voices
n	  TAMMY CHEEK         

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

The stigma of  homelessness 
and lack of  affordable hous-
ing challenge those without 
homes, law enforcement and 
the community. 

Business and community 
leaders heard from Tracey 
Williams, CEO of  Volunteer 
Ministry Center; Katie Mc-
Ilwain, director of  outreach 
ministries for Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church; 
Erin Read, executive director 

of  Knoxville-Knox County Of-
fice on Housing Stability; Capt. 
Brad Hall, Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office West Precinct; and 
Capt. Tracy Hunter, Knoxville 
Police Department.

Their discussion came 
during Farragut West Knox 
Chamber of  Commerce’s 
Speaker Series: Building So-
lutions – Tackling Housing 
& Homelessness Together, in 
Cokesbury United Methodist 
Church’s Connection Center, 
9919 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

“ U l t i -
m a t e l y , 
we’re go-
ing to leave 
here wiser 
than we 
first came 
in,” said 
R e b e k a h 
Hurst, ex-
ecutive vice 
president, 
chief  credit 
officer and community rein-
vestment act officer with one 
of  the event’s sponsors, Ten-

nessee State Bank.
“There’s been a big demo-

graphic or migration shift 
(of  the homeless population) 
toward West Knoxville. The 
homeless population has 
moved west. Why?” asked 
Speaker Series’ emcee, Hal-
lerin Hilton Hill, radio and TV 
talk show host of  WBIR-TV 
Channel 10’s “Anything is Pos-
sible” show.

“We definitely have seen the 
shift in terms of  where home-
lessness has concentrated geo-
graphically,” said Reid, whose 

office was established to pre-
vent and respond to housing 
instability and homelessness 
in the county and Knoxville.   
“I think 10 years ago, really, 
downtown Knoxville was one 
of  the only places you would 
have seen a significant home-
less population. 

“… What we’ve been seeing 
is really two things: one is that 
as encampments have become 
more visible, (as) Knoxville 
Police Department … has been 

Hill

   • Due to inclement weather last week, Concord 
United Methodist Church rescheduled its WordPlay-
ers’ Theatre Company performance of “Walk, Don’t 
Ride,” a part of its Black History Month celebration, 
to begin at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb, 26. 
   “This performance is recommended for ages 10 
and up,” a CUMC press release stated. “A love offer-
ing will be collected that evening to support the Word-

Players Theatre Company, and childcare/children’s 
activities will be available for younger attendees.”
   Two weeks later, the Rev. Harold Middlebrook will 
share his first-hand experiences as a pastor and 
leader during the Civil Rights Movement. That also 
begins at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 12. 
   A former pastor in Atlanta, Memphis and Knoxville, 
Middlebrook played an active role in civil rights orga-

nizations and was a close friend of Civil Rights legend 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.. He was present at 
the Lorraine Motel in 1968 when Dr. King was assas-
sinated.
   All CUMC events and services are free and open to 
the public. Wednesday Community Care nights include 
children’s and student activities, and all worship ser-
vices are family-friendly.

See CELEBRATION on Page 3A

See HOMELESSNESS on Page 3A

Laura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Happy Heart Health MonthHappy Heart Health MonthHappy Heart Health MonthHappy Heart Health Month
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Pickleball players are an-
other step closer to having 
pickleball courts at Mayor Bob 
Leonard Park. 

Farragut Municipal Plan-
ning Commission voted unani-
mously during its Thursday, 
Feb. 20, meeting to approve 
pre-bids site plan designs for 
the courts at MBLP off Harri-
son Road. 

“I’m super happy to see this 
move along, seeing it get fin-
ished,” Planning Commission-
er Ron Pinchok said after the 
vote. “It’s a win-win for a lot of  
people.” 

When asked if  the action 
needed to go before the Board, 
Community Development di-
rector Mark Shipley said “the 
Board already dealt with it at 
their level.” 

The most recent plan, which 
FMPC approved, is projected 
at $1.3 million.

“After additional public 
input and Board presenta-
tions, the final complex will 
be a nine-court complex with 
lights, between-court fenc-
ing, external fencing, a shade 
structure outside the complex 
and two (Americans with Dis-
abilities Act) parking spots, 
totaling .98 acres of  disturbed 
land,” said Ron Oestreich, 
Town’s Park & Recreation di-
rector. “The Harrison Road 
side parking lot at Mayor Bob 
Leonard Park is less than 100 
yards from the new pickleball 
complex and has plenty of  
parking to accommodate all 
of  the activity for the park, in-
cluding pickleball. 

“The specific location for 
the complex is where the cur-
rent grass rectangular field 
is along Harrison Road,” he 
added. “We’ll be moving that 
rectangular field to the open 
space behind the sand volley-
ball courts. 

“This pickleball complex 
will have two ADA parking 
spots and paths that will tie 
into our existing pathways. 
The front walk will have gates 
and a French drain between 
the sidewalk and the external 
fence. Again, those will all tie 
to our pathways.”

Oestreich said the lighting 
includes 36 LED lighting sys-
tem through LSI Industries 
with 20-foot poles. 

The plans to build the pick-
leball courts at Mayor Bob 
Leonard Park were decided as 

a solution to complaints about 
the McFee Park tennis/pickle-
ball complex. 

“For the past several years, 
Farragut Parks and Recre-
ation has received multiple 
noise complaints from the 
Brass Lantern residents bor-
dering the McFee Park tennis/
pickleball complex,” Oestreich 
said. “Members of  the Brass 
Lantern (Homeowners As-
sociation) have attended both 
Parks and Athletics Council 
meetings and Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen meetings, re-
questing the Town stop pickle-
ball at McFee Park.”

Pickleball 
players also 
a t t e n d e d  
the varioius 
Town meet-
ings, plead-
ing their 
need for 
a place to 
play.  

“ S t a f f  
w o r k e d 
with resi-
dents and players to imple-
ment a reservation-only sys-
tem of  play for both pickleball 
and tennis,” Oestreich said. 

At the same time, he suggest-
ed the Board consider building 
a complex at MBLP, which the 
staff then directed him to pur-
sue. After conducting several 
community input sessions, 
staff chose Ross/Fowler, which 
designed the McFee complex, 
to design the new complex at 
Mayor Bob Leonard Park. 

Subsequently, the Board ap-
proved a capital investment 
program allocation of  $1.45 
million for the project for the 
fiscal year 2025. 

Oestreich said the initial de-
sign was for eight courts with a 
25-car parking lot, coming in at 
$1.3 million. But after present-
ing the plan to the Parks and 
Athletics Council and hear-
ing from pickleball players, 
the staff was asked to consider 
some additional amenities and 
a 12-court complex. 

However, a plan with those 
additions “was priced out at 
over $2.1 million, mostly due 
to disturbed land exceeding 
1 acre and, thus, requiring 
stormwater mitigation,” he 
said. 

“After sharing this with the 
Board, it challenged Ross/
Fowler to get as many courts 
as they can and keep the ame-
nities the players have asked 
for, but stay under that 1-acre 

threshold,” Oestreich said. 
The project includes one bid 

alternate to resurface the ten-
nis and pickleball courts at 
McFee Park to eliminate the 
pickleball courts and add back 
the tennis-only lines.

“The complex has entered 
construction documents phase 
and is currently out to bid,” 
he said. “You’ll have a pre-bid 
meeting on March 20.”

The McFee bid opening will 
be 2 p.m, Thursday, April 3, in 
Farragut Community Center. 

“We will take this to BOMA 
at the Thursday, April 24, 
meeting,” Oestreich said. 

Planning Commissioner 
Louise Povlin asked about the 
timing to resurface the tennis 
courts at McFee Park. 

“It would be around the 
same time of  the new (MBLP) 
courts opening,” Oestreich an-
swered. “We don’t want them 
to have an overlap where there 
are still pickleball playing at 
McFee when there’s pickleball 
playing at Mayor Bob (Leon-
ard Park). It might be a one- to 
two-week lag. I’m not sure how 
long it’s going to take to resur-
face.”

For MBLP’s new courts 
and the McFee project, a five-
month construction project is 
projected, with a finish date of  
Sept. 30. “We’re hoping for it to 
be faster than that,” he added.  

“Hopefully, the timing 
works. We do have tennis 
(players who) use the tennis 
courts.” 

Regarding the courts’ lines, 
he explained it is not pulling 

up taped lines, as the lines 
are embedded in the surface. 
The resurfaced tennis lines 
also will be embedded into the 
court surface.

“The new courts will have 
that as well,” Oestreich said. 
“It will be a beautiful com-
plex.” 

Concerning MBLP, “Have 
we had any conversations 
(about parking) with Two Riv-
ers Church?” Commissioner 
Noah Myers asked. “It’s pretty 
obvious to me that there are 
going to be a lot of  folks that 
are going to park in Two Riv-
ers parking lot, and they are 
going to walk across the street 
to the pickleball courts. 

“It may or may not be an 
issue,” he added. “Our peak 
times are going to be differ-
ent.”

However, “to be good neigh-
bors … we should reach out 
to them,” Myers said. “The 
other thing I think we should 
consider is doing a sidewalk 
tie-in across the street, at our 
expense.

“We’re in uncharted terri-
tory because we’re in another 
county, another jurisdiction,” 
he added. “But, I do think, at 
minimum, we should have 
conversations with Two Rivers 
Church … it’s a win-win for ev-
erybody.”

Oestreich said Town staff 
has not had conversations 
with the church, but other 
MBLP sports groups use the 
church parking lot. 

“I agree they would be a 
good partner,” he added.

KCSO
reports
• At 1:18 p.m., Thursday, 

Feb. 20, Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office units were dis-
patched to a Roane Drive 
residence in regard to a do-
mestic disturbance. 

Victim said his uncle as-
saulted him while he was in 
the bathroom. Victim said the 
suspect “shoved him and slap-
pled/punched him while he 
was in the shower,” the report 
stated. 

Suspect said the victim “was 
being disrespectful and took 
the bathroom while he was us-
ing it,” the report further stat-
ed. “The suspect said nothing 
became physical, only verbal.

“There were no signs of  in-
jury or physical altercation on 
the suspect or victim.”

Victim was given a Family 
Crimes Blue Card and advised 
of  his rights. 

“Both parties refused medi-
cal treatment and both parties 
refused to separate,” the re-
port stated. 

• At 11:51 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, a theft was report-
ed after being viewed at 
Belk, 11387 Parkside Drive. 

“Suspect took a necklace, a 
pack of  bras and other mer-
chandise into a fitting room,” 
the report stated, before she 
exited the store with the neck-
lace and pack of  bras without 
paying for them. 

Total value of  loss was listed 
at $116. 

Pickleball new site another step closer to reality
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getting a lot of  complaints,” 
she added. “And city public 
service has been sweeping 
(dismantling) more camps; 
and we’ve also seen a huge in-
crease in our homeless popu-
lation.”

From law enforcement’s per-
spective, “like Erin said, down-
town in the city, more com-
plaints were coming about, 
so people started coming this 
way,” Hall said. “You’ve got ar-
eas that are not developed yet, 
so you are seeing them move 
into the wooded areas. 

“They can’t be seen during 
the summertime, when the fo-
liage is on, but when the foli-
age is off, you drive in certain 
areas and see encampments,” 
he added.  

“They are shifting west, but 
they also shifted north quite 
a bit and further east quite a 
bit, so they’re more visible,” 
Hunter said. “As we’re trying 
to work on the order mainte-
nance problem and the crime 
problems that happen, some-
times along with homeless-
ness, then they start dispers-
ing somewhat.”

Williams said the shift is 
more an expansion than relo-
cation “because folks aren’t 
leaving downtown, necessar-

ily, it’s just that the population 
is growing.

“A big part of  that is the 
domino effect,” she said. 
“Once you’re priced out of  the 
market, once you’re evicted 
and you can’t get into a new 
home, you’re now taking up a 
spot for someone else, and it 
just keeps traveling in a dom-
ino effect.” 

“In 2018, across the entire 
city and county, on an average 
day, we would see 1,000 people 
accessing homeless services,” 
Reid said. “That is now up to 
2,300 on an average day, ac-
cessing homeless services.”

Moreover, “Over the past 
five years, rent has grown by 
over $500 a month,” Reid said. 
“We have definitely not kept 
pace with that. 

“… I do think that substance 
misuse and mental illness are 
some of  the most visible as-
pects of  homelessness in our 
community, but what I can tell 
you is that when you look at 
the data, they are not the main 
drivers of  homelessness in the 
community,” she added. 

Julie Blaylock, FWKCC 
president/CEO, said, “I’m 
pleased to announce today the 
Chamber will be able to donate 
$500 to two member non-profit 
entities: Volunteer Ministry 
Center and CUMC Connection 
Center.”

Homelessness
From page 1A

(Left) The wedding of Emily Watson, left, and then U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Ryan Watson, right, in June 
2005, also included his mentor, Retired USAF Col. Rick Kuhlman and his wife, Beverly Kuhlman. 
(Above) The Watson family in a T-38C Talon II at Randolph AFB, Texas, as then U.S. Air Force Maj. 
Watson was in the 435th Fighter Training Squadron about 10 years ago. Ryan is with Micaiah, 4, 
and Canaan, 3. Emily is with their other two boys, Asher, 6, and Judah, 1.

Celebration
From page 1A

about Watson. “He’s very good 
at what he does, but he doesn’t 
say anything about it. You just 
see it in the way he is. 

“He’s a wonderful father and 
a very devoted husband,” the 
retired colonel added.  

Moreover, “he was a leader, 
and I really saw that in him,” 
Kuhlman said. “And I wanted 
to encourage him to step out 
and lead, which he did. And he 
became the wing cadet com-
mander and did a really good 
job at that, when he was in the 
Air Force ROTC.

“And then I went down to his 
graduation from pilot training, 
which was down at Laughlin 
Air Force Base in Texas,” he 
added. “… He came to my re-
tirement, which was in 2003.” 

Watson will become a full-
time passenger jet pilot for 

Delta Airlines, based out of  
Atlanta, which he’s been doing 
part-time since 2015. 

Early passion, influence
Looking back on his earliest 

years of  influence on his flying 
passion, “I’d say primarily it 
was my grandfather,” Watson, 
growing up in Hendersonville, 
said about Bill Watson. “He 
passed away right as I graduat-
ed college. But growing up, he 
flew model airplanes. He built 
them himself. 

“And so as a kid, I would help 
him build model airplanes, and 
we’d go out and fly them,” the 
retiree added. “Then he would 
take me to air shows in Smyr-
na, and we’d watch all the air-
planes and go crawl around all 
the airplanes. 

About flying, “I thought, 
‘wow, that would be really fun, 
I would love to do that.’ And, 
oh, by the way, serve my coun-
try at the same time.”

ROTC, overall mentor 
After graduating from Beech 

High School in 1999, Watson 
said upon first “showing up to 
the University of  Tennessee,” 
he recalled asking, “‘you can 
join the ROTC and maybe fly 
for the Air Force?’”

“I met Ryan when he came to 
the University of  Tennessee,” 
Kuhlman said. “I worked with 
Air Force ROTC as a volunteer, 
and I was still in the Air Force 
Reserve, and I was stationed 
down at Dobbins Air Force 
Base, our Air Reserve base in 
Marrieta, Georgia. 

“And so I would take the 
cadets through the obstacle 
course, or confidence course, 
down there at Dobbins Air 
Force Base. And Ryan was part 
of  that contingent, as was his 
future wife, Emily. So both of  
them were part of  the ROTC 
unit that came down there.”

“He was my mentor when I 

was going through ROTC, al-
ways was very encouraging, 
very supportive,” Watson said 
of  Kuhlman, adding that be-
coming a pilot “is something 
he never got to experience.”

Kuhlman downplayed his 
influence on Watson’s career,  
adding “he already had all the 
ingredients to be successful, 
and I was just one of  the peo-
ple that recognized that and 
wanted to remind Ryan that 
was who he is and that he had 
those qualities.”

There’s also a civilian con-
nection. “Then I had a busi-
ness that was on the (Cum-
berland) Strip (on the UT 
campus),” Kuhlman said. “So 
I would see a lot of  the cadets 
often, and I would see Ryan. … 
And then he was also involved 
in an ROTC Bible study that 
met once a week. 

“He was very serious about 
his faith.”

Final thoughts
Also speaking highly of  Wat-

son were two of  his friends. 
“I’ve known Ryan for about 

six years now; he’s a great guy,” 
said Jesse Simonian, owner of  
CrossFit 865 in Lenoir City, 
where Watson often works out. 
“I’m happy for him and this ac-
complishment.”

“We’re super proud of  Ryan 
and his whole family,” Farra-
gut Alderman Drew Burnette 
said. “It was just special for us 
to get out to the base here and 
get to honor him on his final 
flight into retirement.”

In addition to Watson’s par-
ents and step-parents (see 
photo on page 1A), also attend-
ing the celebration was his 
his 97-year-old  grandfather-
in-law, Retired U.S. Army Col. 
Hank Miller, a World War II, 
Korean War and Vietnam vet-
eran who also lives in Farra-
gut (see photo, page 1A). 

Photo submitted by Emily Watson
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Knoxville Ice Bears 
Meet & Greet

Tuesday, March 4 @ 6 pm

607 N. Campbell Station Road | Farragut, TN 37934 
www.WaterintoWineKnoxville.com | w2wKnoxville@gmail.com

Monday 4pm-11pm | Tuesday- Thursday 11am-11pm | Friday & Saturday 11am-12am | Closed Sunday

* N E W  S P R I N G  M E N U *
For reservations call 865-392-1586 
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Upcoming 
EVENTS

LoudonLoudon
presents

LoudonLoudon
DDiscoveriscoverDDiscoveriscover

Friday, 
February 28

Taste of Loudon County  
Business Expo

The Venue

Tuesday, 
March 11

5:00 pm  
Business After Hours

Southern Bell  
Event Center, LC

Tuesday, 
March 18

11:30 am 
Lunch & Learn

 LCUB, LC

Saturday,  
May 3

Chamber Gala 
The Yacht Club, TV

Tuesday, 
June 24 

Regional Networking 
The Venue 

Thursday,  
July 31

Speaker Series, 
Randy Boyd 
The Venue

Thursday, 
September 18 

Golf Tournament 
 Avalon

n  TAMMY CHEEK   
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

LOUDON COUNTY — Sam-
plings of  food and businesses 
from Loudon County will 
highlight the 8th Annual Taste 
of  Loudon County Business 
Expo presented by Knoxville 
TVA Employees Credit Union. 

The event will take place 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Fri-
day, Feb. 28, in The Venue at 
Lenoir City, 7690 Creekwood 
Park Blvd., Lenoir City. 

“We are always excited to 
host this event for our mem-
bers and for the community,” 
Loudon County Chamber of  

Commerce president Rodney 
Grugin said. “It provides a 
great opportunity for our 
members to showcase what 
they have to offer Loudon 
County and the surrounding 
area.  

“It is very rare to be able 
to have 55 business members 
and 11 restaurants and food 
vendors under one roof  at the 
same time, and we all have fun 
when it happens,” he said. 

“Loudon County (communi-
ty) is a great supporter of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce and 
has embraced this event since 
the beginning and is one of  
the most popular events that 
we host,” Grugin said. 

Last year, he said the at-
tendance was between 350 and 
400 people.

“We expect to meet or ex-
ceed those numbers this year,” 
Grugin said. 

Entrance for the Business 
Expo is free for everyone 
while to experience “The 
Taste,” the cost is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 
under the age of  12.

Tickets are still available 
for “The Taste,” which are 
available in advance online 
at www.loudoncountycham-

berofcommerce.com and at 
the event. 

The concept of  the Taste 
of  Loudon County portion of  
the event is “to showcase our 
membership,” Grugin said. 
“This includes our business 
members, as well as our 
restaurants and other food 
businesses.  

“It is a major draw for at-
tendees to not only see what 
our member businesses have 
but to also have a sampling of  
the great food that our mem-
ber restaurants provide,” he 
said. “We have 11 food vendors 
scheduled to participate this 
year.”

They include: Jersey Mike’s, 
Family Brands, Calhoun’s at 
the Marina, Freddy’s Frozen 
Custard & Steakburgers, Riv-
erside Coffee Shop, Smoothie 
King, Honey Baked Ham Com-
pany, Wampler’s Farm Sau-
sage, Bluestem Hollow, KFC of  
Lenoir City and Shoney’s, 

With the Business Expo, 
“we have filled all the avail-
able spaces that we have with 
55 member organizations and 
11 food vendors for a total 
of  66 Loudon County Cham-
ber of  Commerce members 
participating,” Grugin said. 

“They will see a sampling of  
our members ranging from 
financial institutions to retail 
and service businesses.”

The first Business Expo 
event took place in 2018, and 
“we have held it every year 
since,” he said. “We knew we 
had many different businesses 
as members, and we wanted 
to be able to highlight some of  
each type.  Plus, if  you have 
food, people will come.

“We were even able to have 
it just prior to the COVID 
shutdown in 2020, so this will 
be our eighth consecutive 
year,” Grugin added. 

“This is a fabulous event 
for not only our member, but 
for the entire community” 
the president said. “It brings 
people together that might not 
otherwise cross paths and by 
doing that, we are doing our 
job as the Loudon Chamber of  
Commerce: Connecting people 
and highlighting our member-
ship.”

Also, “(Attendees) will 
learn about all the exceptional 
businesses right here in their 
own community, along with 
enjoying food from multiple 
organizations in one place,” 
Grugin added. 

“Loudon County  
(community) is a 
great supporter  

of the Chamber of  
Commerce and has  
embraced this event 
since the beginning and 
is one of the most popu-
lar events that we host,”

 
~ Rodney Grugin, President 
Loudon County Chamber 
of Commerce

A little food, a little business
Save the date, 8th Annual Taste of Loudon County Business Expo

Some pictures from the 2024 Taste of Loudon County Business Expo



ExploreExplore
L E N O I R  C I T Y

865-393-2107  
109 E. Broadway Street
Lenoir City, TN 37771 

Tues- Sat 10 am - 5 pm
HoneyBlossomBoutiqueLC

Stop by these businesses in Lenoir City and tell them you saw their ad in farragutpress!

Lenoir City businesses, place your ad on this special group page! 

Call 865-218-8878 to place your ad or for more information.

Glen Coleman • Charlene Waggoner • Laura Sayers

Will be there to assist you.

Helping senior 
homeowners 
stay in their 
homes longer

(865) 458-0704 • loudoncountyhabitat.org

101 West Broadway 
Lenoir City, TN
M-F 10-5, Sat 11-5
865-816-6576
Unique Boutique Shop 
in Historic Downtown 
Lenoir City

From fashion-forward apparel to charming, 
thoughtful gifts.  A little something for everyone.

Some of our brands include…
Tribal • Habitat • Charlie B • Vionic • Nora Fleming

“ Premium Quality at 
Affordable Prices”
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businessbriefs
• Weichert, Realtors - Ad-

vantage Plus recently an-
nounced the addition of Ar-
lyn Cuccia to its team of  agents. 
Cuccia provides dedicated ser-
vice to clients in Knoxville and 
surrounding areas.  

As a Weichert affiliated agent, 
Cuccia has access to in-depth 
t r a i n i n g 
pro g r a ms, 
the latest 
t e c h n o l -
ogy and the 
most pow-
erful sales 
and market-
ing tools in 
the indus-
try to help 
provide her 
clients with 
superior real estate service.

 • BarberMcMurry Ar-
chitects recently promoted 
Katie Lowery, NCIDQ, RID, 
and Abby Farr, NCIDQ, RID, 
WELL, AP, LEED GA, to as-
sociate.

Lowery joined BarberMc-
Murry in 2014 and has become a 
senior inte-
rior design-
er, leading 
multiple ef-
forts within 
the firm to 
strengthen 
the design 
process and 
culture. She 
is a of  Uni-
versity of  
Tennessee 
graduate. Lowery serves on the 
firm’s branding and design com-
mittees. 

Farr has been with the firm 
five years, most recently as in-
terior designer. She graduated 
from Auburn University and is a 
WELL Accredited Professional 
and LEED Green Associate. 

Farr has championed initia-
tives in the office, including 
Black Turtleneck Sessions, a 
monthly design dialogue, and is 
a member of  
the firm’s 
culture com-
mittee. 

• Bar-
b e r M c -
M u r r y 
Architects 
r e c e n t l y 
named An-
drew S. 
N e w m a n , 
AIA, LEED 
AP, as the 
firm’s newest partner. 

Over the past four years at 
BarberMcMurry, Newman has 
quickly risen to senior associ-
ate while serving as the firm’s 
Digital Practice manager and a 
senior project manager. 

“His leadership in Building 
Information Modeling has ad-
vanced the integration of  tech-
nology and craft, reinforcing 
BMA’s commitment to thought-
ful, well-executed design,” a 
press release stated. “He has 
served as leader of  the Associ-
ate Group and is a member of  
the Design Process & Culture 
committee, playing a key role in 
multiple innovations.”

• Morning Pointe Senior 
Living has several new cer-
tified medication aides: Jor-
dan Dessaint, Morning Point 
of  Knoxville Assisted Living; 
Latoya Gallaher and Jessica 
Doyle, The Lantern at Morning 
Pointe Alzheimer’s Center of  
Excellence, Knoxville; Celeste 
Davis. Morning Pointe of  Har-
din Valley Assisted Living and 
Memory Care; Remi Day, Morn-
ing Pointe of  Powell Assisted 
Living; and Gabby Vanderg-
riff, The Lantern Alzheimer’s 
Center of  Excellence, Powell. 

Cuccia

Lowery

Unique concept

Tammy Cheek

PayMore West Knoxville franchise owners Varniraj “Jack” Patel (front row, far left), Mukesh “Mack” 
Nayi (second from right), along with another partner, Gary Desai, (second from left), gathered with 
Nayi’s nephew, Vandan Nayi (with scissors) and niece, Deryanshi Nayi (with scissors), and staff, 
including senior buyer Quentin Furlong (far right), junior buyer Ryan Bradford, (not pictured), lister 
Asia Anderson (back row, far right) and Farragut West Knox Chamber members for a Chamber-
sponsored ribbon cutting at PayMore, 113 Lovell Road, Tuesday, Feb. 11. 

n   TAMMY CHEEK       
 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Anyone wondering what to do with all of  his or her used tech-
nical devices now can take them to PayMore West Knoxville, a 
new business that opened at 113 Lovell Road, near First Watch in 
Lovell Place shopping center.

Jack Patel, Mack Nayi and Dignesh Patel, have partnered to 
open the franchise in Turkey Creek. 

“I want to welcome PayMore West Knoxville to the Farragut 
community,” Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Commerce presi-
dent/CEO Julie Blaylock said during a Chamber-sponsored rib-
bon cutting at the store Tuesday, Feb. 11. “This is a really unique 
and interesting concept, and the franchisees are going to tell you 
exactly how unique and interesting it is.

“It’s one of  the fastest-growing franchises in the United 
States,” she added. 

“We buy and sell electronics items, electronic accessories,” 
Nayi said. “That includes phones, laptops, gaming consoles, 
drones and cameras.

“We are excited to be here,” he added. “We plan to open five 
stories in five years.”

The partners have been in the retail and hotel businesses for 
22 years, Nayi said. 

Also, “we did a little research as we got in,” Nayi said, noting 

Tammy Cheek

River Dog Bakery Farragut, which opened June 14, 2023, is clos-
ing its doors Friday, Feb. 28. However, the owners said that will 
not affect the River Dog Bakery shop in Bearden, which bakes 
the dog treats in that store. 

Feb. 28 last day for Town’s River Dog 
n  TAMMY CHEEK   

 tcheek@farragutpress.com

With a new opportunity for 
its owners, River Dog Bakery 
in Farragut will be closing its 
doors at 11422 Kingston Pike 
on Friday, Feb. 28. 

 “When we opened the River 
Dog Farragut location nearly 
two years ago, branching out 
from the original River Dog 
Bakery in Bearden, we were 
excited to bring the River Dog 
brand to this wonderful com-
munity,” Sonja Hawk, who co-
owns River Dog Farragut with 
her husband, Chris, stated on 
the shop’s social media page.

“From the very beginning, 
you, our customers, have been 
the heart and soul of  this jour-
ney,” she further stated. “Your 
kindness and support have 
been the most uplifting part of  
being here.

“However, a professional op-
portunity has come our way 
that we simply couldn’t turn 
down. Coupled with our com-
mitment to spending quality 
time raising our three young 
— and quickly growing — chil-
dren, we’ve realized we can no 
longer dedicate the time and 
energy needed to keep this lo-
cation thriving.”

She wanted to clarify that 
the original River Dog Bakery 
in Bearden “is not, and will 
not, be impacted in any way. 
They will continue their 20-
year tradition of  serving and 
treating your pups and kitties 
with love and care.

“We want to let you know 
that our last day of  business 
at the River Dog Farragut lo-
cation will be Friday, Feb. 28,” 
Hawk stated. “Until then, we’ll 

remain fully stocked with your 
favorite River Dog treats … 
We’ll also continue baking our 
signature birthday and cele-
bration cakes through the end 
of  the month.”

On a personal note, “Many 
of  you we’ve gotten to know 
personally, and we’re honored 
to call you our dear friends,”  
Hawk stated. “As the saying 

PayMore buys, sells 
unwanted electronics

Farr

See PAYMORE on Page 7A

See RIVER DOG on Page 7A

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL1706814

Mansour Hasan, Agent
10811 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-690-7100

mansour.hasan.qyec@statefarm.com

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Second Harvest 
136,000…that’s the number of bags fi lled with kid-friendly foods 

for children across the region in nearly 300 public schools and 
programs that Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee will 

be able to fi ll based on the funds raised in the 2025 “Pack the Bag” 
campaign. Thanks to the public, corporate sponsors and 

many other organizations, Second Harvest is able to fund this 
program at no cost to the child or schools involved. 

For more information about this initiative and other hunger-relief 
programs, please visit www.secondharvestETN.org.

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

farragutpress is in need of additional Motor Route 
Carriers to deliver the paper once a week. 

Please contact Tony Christen at 865-218-8872 
or production@farragutpress.com
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Nashville has three stores. 
“It was my dream to be a 

computer tech guy,” he added. 
“I wanted to do something … 
helping communities.”

In addition to buying and 
selling, Paymore recycles old 
electronics for free. 

“Every household has lots 
of  stuff,” Nayi said. 

Regarding computers, Pa-
tel said, “before we purchase 
electronics, we wipe out (the 
data). We make sure it is clean 
before we sell it to the fran-
chise.”

“People love it so far in 
the four months (since it 
opened),” Nayi added about 
the business. 

However, the shop cannot 
accept printers, as there are 
no places to recycle them, he 
said. They also do not take 
computer monitors and televi-
sions. 

“Right now, we’ve been get-
ting mostly the gaming con-
soles — X-Box and PlaySta-
tion 5s,” Jack Patel said about 
items being brought in. “So, 
we’ve been selling a lot of  
gaming consoles.”

Computers and new phones 
also are popular items.

“We have Pilot phones com-
ing in for trade,” Jack said. 
“People want to sell their old 
devices and get a new phone.”

Another unique feature the 

Chamber welcomes new businesses, networking

Tammy Cheek

Ange Quist (with scissors), creative marketing coordinator/show director for Ad Solutions Media 
& Design, cut the ribbon for the home-based business during a Farragut West Knox Chamber of 
Commerce event in Farragut Community Center Tuesday, Jan. 21. 

store has is called B to B, or 
Business to Business. 

“Like banks, offices and 
companies, when they up-
grade to a new system, we buy 
the old computers … all the 
stuff, we buy,” Jack said. 

“So a small business that is 
upgrading its equipment can 
walk in with all their stuff 
and, at least, get a little bit of  
a return on their investment 
into new equipment,” Blay-
lock said. 

“And, we do have an option 
for paying cash (or) we have 
store credit,” Nayi said. “We 
can give a gift card.” 

For anything purchased, 
“we have a 30-day warranty,” 
he added. 

The store has two screens 
customers use to buy some-
thing. “If  we don’t have it 
here, they can look up on 
that screen” and find it, Navi 
said.“We will ship it free and 
have a 30-days warranty.”  

“There’s camera equip-
ment; there’s power tools,” 
Blaylock said. “There is ev-
erything that you can possibly 
imagine that’s electronic.” 

Paymore is open from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Friday; and from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday; and 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday. 

For more information, call 
865-777-1117, e-mail dpatel@
paymore.com or visit online 
at www.farraguttn.paymore.
com

Tammy Cheek

Dr. Joe Caroccio (with scissors), owner of Atlantic Rehabilitation Center, prepared to cut the ribbon 
on his physical therapy office surrounded by his wife, Karol (to Caroccio’s right), his son, Thomas 
(to his left), and daughter, Juliana (to Karol’s right), during a Farragut West Knox Chamber of 
Commerce-sponsored event at the office, 9309 Kingston Pike in Cedar Bluff, Friday, Feb. 14.

Tammy Cheek

JCPenney general manager Michelle Austin, center, welcomed 
Kathryn Schrader, founder of Strategic Tax & Business Services, 
and Dr. Al Hazari, co-owner of Postal Annex, during a Farragut 
West Knox Chamber of Commerce networking hosted by JCPen-
ney, 7600 Kingston Pike, Thursday, Jan. 30.

PayMore
From page 6A

goes: ‘Don’t be sad it’s over; 
be glad it happened.’ We’re so 
incredibly glad it happened —
with all of  you who supported 
us along the way.

“Thank you for allowing us 
to be part of  your lives and for 

giving us the joy of  being part 
of  your pups’ lives,” Hawk 
further stated. “We’ll cherish 
these memories forever.”

She also said there are no 
plans to sell to another buyer. 

“I am hopeful another simi-
lar pet bakery will open in the 
Farragut area in the future,” 
Hawk said. 

River Dog
From page 6A

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning 
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate

Cathy
Warmbrod
Attorney
McDonald, Levy & Taylor

Community – Bentley Home Inspection Services,  First Horizon, Simply Magical Vacations by Amy, TN State Bank & LendingWISE  
• Media –  farragutpress, WFIV,  Midwest Communications (B97.5),  and WVLT  Bag – Burns Mailing & Printing • Transportation – Olympus Car & Coach • Water – Island Fin Poke

Presenting Sponsor:

The Farragut West Knox 
Chamber of Commerce is 

excited to welcome businesses 
and attendees to our 

Business EXPO 2025!

The expo will take place on 
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 

from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Rothchild Event Center 
at 8807 Kingston Pike 

in Knoxville.

Booth rentals are open 
to chamber members
Booths are over half sold!
Reserve your space today.

Opening to non-members March 1

SALE HOURS: Thursday and Friday: 10 am to 8 pm
  Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm – 1/2 Price Event

SALE LOCATION: The Knoxville EXPO Center
   O�  640, I-75, and Merchants Drive; 5441 Clinton Hwy., Knoxville

Shop March 7th, 
12 - 4

and a portion of the 
proceeds will benefi t:

6-82025
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n BILL HOWARD  
 Correspondent

HARDIN VALLEY — It’s 
often said in sports the best 
players step up in the big 
games.

In the girls’ championship 
game of  the 4-4A District 
Tournament at Hardin Val-
ley Academy, Natalya Hodge 
exemplified that axiom. And 
then some.

The ju-
nior point 
g u a r d , 
n a m e d 
tournament 
Most Valu-
able Player, 
poured in 
35 points 
to lead No. 
3 state-
r a n k e d 
Bearden High (29-4) to a 56-43 
win over archrival Farragut 
Monday night, Feb. 24. 

“We knew we were gonna 
come out here and play our 
style of  play and just hoop,” 
Hodge said. “That’s all we 
needed to do was hoop.”

Time and again the Lady 
Bulldogs’ “hooping” — led by 

MVP
Hodge
has 35;
tourney
 #1 BHS

Bearden team photo by Alan Sloan/ Farragut action photos below courtesy of Tony Cox

(Above) The Bearden Lady Bulldogs celebrated a District 4-4A Tournament championship at Hardin Valley Academy Monday night, 
Feb. 24, after a 56-43 win against rival Farragut. (Below) Lady Ads junior wing KJ McNealy, left, and senior guard Jaci Neubert, right, 
both go up for driving baskets during a Farragut rout of Maryville in the 4-4A tourney semifinals Friday night, Feb. 21, at HVA. 

Late Dawgs push overcomes
Farragut fast start; semifinal
win set up BHS-Mville final

n ALAN SLOAN      
 editor@farragutpress.com

HARDIN VALLEY — Once again it was Bearden’s depth 
of  scoring talent and perimeter pressure defense that made 
a big difference, this time turning back Farragut’s red-hot 
start that kept the Ads ahead into the final quarter. 

In the end, however, one offensive cog was  especially vital, 
as the Bulldogs pulled away in the final 90 seconds for a 72-64 
victory in the District 4-4A Tournament semifinal Saturday 
night, Feb. 22, at Hardin Valley Academy. 

 Sean Capshaw, 6-foot-1 junior forward, scored a game-high 
30 points. “Sean is capable of  doing that ... he was just able 
to make all of  his open looks,” BHS head coach Jeremy Par-
rott said, as his top-seeded and No. 3-state-ranked Bulldogs 
improved to 27-4. “I’m really proud of  him tonight.”

Bearden played No. 3 seed Maryville, which pulled a mild 
upset in beating No. 5 state-ranked Knoxville West (21-5) in 
the other Feb. 22 semifinal. That showdown Tuesday night, 
Feb. 25, at HVA came after deadline. (Visit farragutpress.com 
for game details)

Other top individual efforts
The No. 4-seeded Ads fell to 18-13 despite a game-high 29 

points from Farragut standout senior wing Dom VanAcker, 
an All-District honoree who earlier this month eclipsed the 
1,500-point career scoring mark. 

“Our guys played great, they battled,” Admirals skipper 
JP Burris said. “The effort was there all night.” 

Early on, “They were really exploiting us by shot-making,” 
coach Parrott said about Farragut. 

Three All-District Bulldogs contributed offensively: senior 
JaMichael Blair Jr. scored 12, senior guard King Hubbard 10 
and junior point guard Justin Nordin nine.

n  ALAN SLOAN     
 editor@farragutpress.com

HARDIN VALLEY — Steady as it goes for the Har-
din Valley Academy Lady Hawks basketball team, 
coming out of  a super top-heavy District 4-4A Tourna-
ment with a third-place finish. 

Jumping ahead of  No. 4 tourney seed Maryville 37-
19 at the half  of  the tourney consolation game Mon-
day night, Feb. 24, the No. 3-seeded Lady Hawks (15-17 
overall) struggled offensively in the third quarter and 
saw the Lady Red Rebels rally.

Another Maryville push cut the lead to five, 48-43, 
with 54 seconds to play. But behind All-District 4-4A 
and All-Tourney honoree Kendra West, senior point 
guard, Hardin Valley held off MHS for a 53-44 victory. 

In fact, it was West’s 18 first-half  points that sparked 
the big lead.  “I thought Kendra did a good job running 
the team,” said HVA head coach Jennifer Galloway, as 
West ended with a game-high 25 points. “She wanted 
the ball in her hands.” 

“I’m really proud of  our team,” West said. “I think 
coming out in third place is really good for us.” 

Overall, “I felt we were very disciplined defensive-
ly,” Galloway said. “In the second half  we had some 
trouble — not necessarily putting the ball in the hole 
— but just getting attempts. They changed a little bit 
defensively and we turned it over a few times.” 

Other Lady Hawks scorers were senior wings Ava 
Claire Wrather and Bella Buccola, and Kamiyah Love, 
senior post, who each ended with eight. Kamryn 
Butcher, senior guard also named All-Tournament, 
scored seven, with Holly Lindsey adding a free throw. 

Though Lady Red Rebels guard Zoee Harrison led 
her team in points with 14, “I thought Kamryn did a 
phenomenal job guarding (Harrison),” Galloway said. 

As a Region 2-4A No. 3 seed, HVA will travel to Camp-
bell County, 3-4A runner-up  (7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 28). 

Lady Ads take 2nd
with 4 All-tourney,
Lady Dawgs also 4

Underwood

Third place in tourney
for HVA girls; beat MHS

Photo courtesy of Jack Tate/ FHS sports information

See TOP TWO on Page 2B

See BOYS, FHS-BEARDEN on Page 2B

Leading his Farragut Admirals to a 69-
53 victory against rival Hardin Valley 
Academy in the District 4-4A Tourna-
ment opening round at HVA Thursday 
night, Feb. 20, junior All-District point 
guard Parker Lane scored 21 of his 
game-high 25 points in the second half. 
This stellar performance put Lane past 
the 1,000 career-point mark.

Lane’s 25 = 1,000+

Hodge — held off Farragut’s 
attempts to come back after 
the Lady Admirals fell behind 
early.

“They beat us; they played 
better than we did,” Jason 
Mayfield, FHS head coach, 
said. “We had a bad start to 
the game. We fought our way 
back but couldn’t get the lead 
and be effective (enough) on 
offense.”

Senior guard Kendall Anne 
Murphy scored 15 for Bearden. 
Junior guard KJ McNealy got 
14 for Farragut. Lady Ads 
sophomore post Trinity Curry 
added 12 points. 

BHS jumped to a 7-0 lead 
barely two minutes into the 
game, and led 13-5 with 3:58 left 
in the first quarter. Farragut 
cut it to four, 15-11. with 1:22 
left, but Bearden closed the 
quarter with seven straight to 
lead 22-11 at the end of  one. 

The Lady Bulldogs led by 
13 in the second period, and 
appeared to have the game in 
hand. But seven straight by 
FHS made it 29-23 with 1:44 left 

A COMMUNITY DESIGNED WITH YOUR LOVED ONE IN MIND

Assisted L iv ing |  Memor y Care |  Respite  |  Rehab

Visit our award-winning campus today!
(865) 777-9000 | WWW.NHCFARRAGUT.COM



2B • FARRAGUTPRESS   WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2025

Senior wing Drew Parrott  
added eight, including a pair 
of  key three-point baskets. 
Brandon Murphy scored two 
and Dominic Mahoney added 
a free throw. “We had timely 
shots from different folks,” 
coach Parrott said. 

Dan Lanning, Ads All-Dis-
trict junior guard, scored 15, 
while Parker Lane, FHS junior 
point guard and All-District 
honoree, added 13 points. 

Other Farragut scorers were 
Bryce Howard with three and 

two points each for Reid Vin-
ing and Britton Lewis. 

Final thoughts, region 
In summing up how his team 

lost its advantage in the fourth 
quarter after leading 54-51 
with eight minutes to play, 
“Just too many little mistakes 
down the stretch ... missed 
box-outs, unforced turnovers 
... not  getting to the free-throw 
line,” Burris said. “And that’s 
a really well-coached team.” 

Regardless of  Tuesday’s out-
come, Bearden will host a Re-
gion 2-4A quarterfinal (7 p.m., 
Saturday, March 1). FHS will 
be on the road Saturday.

in the half. Bearden led at the 
break 32-25.

When Curry scored four in a 
row midway through the third, 
the BHS lead was cut to 40-36 
with 4:09 left. It looked like the 
game could go either way.

Hodge promptly drained a 
pair of  threes, and the lead 
was 10, 46-36. The third ended 
with Bearden ahead 46-38.

Curry’s lay-up with 6:07 left 
in the game kept the Lady Ad-
mirals within eight, 48-40. Six 
straight by the Lady Bulldogs 
— five by Hodge — put the 
game away. Farragut scored 
only five points in the final 
quarter.

“Obviously she played fan-
tastic,” BHS head coach Jus-
tin Underwood said of  Hodge. 

“She continues to impress in 
situations where different de-
fenses are thrown at her. She 
balls and she puts her heart 
into it.” 

“We gotta put this behind us 
and move on,” Mayfield said. 
“Friday’s (Region 2-4A) game 
is more important, and each 
game after that.”

Curry and McNealy made 
the All-Tournament Team 
from Farragut, as did guards 
Jaci Neubert and Annie Priest. 
Murphy, Aisha Patel, Theola 
Mills also were named from 
the Lady Bulldogs.

Bearden will host Karns, No. 
4 seed from District 3-4A, be-
ginning at 7 p.m. in the quar-
terfinal round of  the Region 
2-4A Tournament Friday, Feb. 
28. Farragut (22-9) will host 
No. 3 seed Powell in another 
quarterfinal at 7 p.m., Friday.

n ALAN SLOAN     
 editor@farragutpress.com

Seeing an increase in the level of  talent at Bearden 
High School during Josh Jones’ three years as foot-
ball head coach — while beating Farragut for a sec-
ond straight season last fall for the first time since the 
Bulldogs program won three in a row in that fierce 
rivalry from 1999 through 2001 — also saw his 2023 
and 2024 Dawgs reach the Class 5A state quarterfinal 
playoffs. 

Despite all that success — a 25-13 overall record 
with Bearden — Jones was fired as head coach, it was 
announced Tuesday, Feb. 18.

Morgan Shinlever, BHS athletic director, released a 
short statement attributed to “BHS administration:” 

“Josh Jones is no longer serving as the head coach 
of  Bearden High School’s football program. 

“The school has decided to go in a different direc-
tion this year and will start the hiring process for a 
new head coach ahead of  the 2025 season.”

Attempts to reach Jones for comment were unsuc-
cessful. 

State Comptroller-BHS Football Boosters
While no connection has been made to Jones’ fir-

ing and cited Bearden Booster 
Club mis-steps in how it handled 
various duties, which prompted a 
state Comptrollers Office investi-
gation and subsequent report not-
ing “deficiencies,” the firing did 
come shortly after the report was 
released. 

In a release from “Knox County 
Board of  Education officials: The 
Office of  the Comptroller of  the 
Treasury conducted an investi-
gation of  selected records of  the 
Bearden High School Football Booster Club, and the 
results are presented herein. 

“… The Office of  the Comptroller of  the Treasury 
investigated allegations of  malfeasance related to the 
Bearden High School Football Booster Club. The in-
vestigation was initiated after Knox County Schools 
System officials reported questionable transactions. 

“The investigation was limited to selected records 
for the period July 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2024. The 
results of  the investigation were communicated with 
the office of  the District Attorney General of  the 6th 
Judicial District.

“… For the period reviewed, club officers improp-
erly wrote 23 checks directly to BHS football coaches 
without KCS approval totaling at least $60,000. 

“According to club officers, the payments were 
made to the coaches as salary supplements. … KCS 
administrators told investigators they were not aware 
of  the club’s direct payments to the coaches nor did 
they approve them.

“... Two unnamed assistant coaches received the 
$60,000 over two school years, according to the Comp-
trollers report, paying ‘Assistant Coach 1’ $22,500 for 
the 2022-23 school year, then $32,500 for the 2023-24 
school year.

“The coach labeled as ‘Assistant Coach 2’ was paid 
$5,000 during the 23-24 school year.”

The Comptrollers’ Office summed up four “Defi-
ciencies” by the BHS Booster Club. Those included: 

“Deficiency 1: ... Did not properly safeguard and 
maintain accurate records. Club officers either did 
not retain or provide investigators with all support-
ing documentation for meeting minutes, collections 
and disbursements.” 

Other “deficiencies:” improper “segregation of  du-
ties,” not getting two signatures on checks and “fail-
ure to submit proper fundraiser approval forms.” 

Jones fired as BHS football coach; state Comptroller finds ‘deficiencies’ with f’ball boosters

Jones

Photo courtesy of Tony Cox

Two Farragut area high school wrestlers placed in the top six 
during the TSSAA Division I-AA Wrestling Tournament in Frank-
lin, with the two-day tourney ending Saturday evening, Feb. 22. 
Among six local grapplers at state, Deameion Leavell, Bearden 
junior in the 165-pound class (28-2 final record), placed third. 
Farragut senior Dylan Rohn (53-5 final record) finished sixth at 
144. (Above) Phillip Stafford-Hedge, FHS senior in the 165-class 
(44-8 record), was in control at that point in his state tournament 
match versus Braylon Pelkey of Summit High (26-12 record). The 
Admirals senior won an 8-6 decision, the second of his two state 
triumphs. The other FHS wrestler at state was junior Jonathon 
Laney (one victory at 138). Two Hardin Valley Academy seniors 
reached Franklin: Brock Connatser (one win at 132) and Jacob 
Laws (one victory at 126).

Top two
From page 1B

Boys, FHS-Bearden
From page 1B

Leavell 3rd, Rohn 6th among six state locals

  A Place Called HomeA Place Called Home
H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T   •   N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N   •   D E V E L O P M E N T

 New construction, developments, home improvement, interior design, 
landscaping ... or anything involved in creating a home! 
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To advertise or for more information call 865.675.6397
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O� ice of  Dr. Dan Lovely, Jr. 

 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

323 Fox Road, Suite 200, | Knoxville, TN 37922
865-690-5231 | www.parkwaydentalo� ice.com

CARPENTER & LEWIS PLLC
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING & BUSINESS LAW

• Wills, Trusts &
Estate Planning

• Probate and Settling Estates

• Business Law and Contracts

• Corporations and LLCs

Let us help you.

www.CarpenterLewis.Com

10413 KINGSTON PIKE

SUITE 200
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37922

690-4997

Addressing your needs
and achieving results in a

prompt, cost-effective manner.
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KNOXVILLE — Christian 
Academy of  Knoxville recent-
ly announced its Class of  2025 
valedictorian is Jack Magee, 
and the salutatorian is Tim 
Acosta.  
Jack Magee, valedictorian 

Magee is “dedicated to aca-
demic excellence, leadership 
and service,” according to 
Christa Margene, CAK direc-
tor of  marketing and commu-
nications.

A National Merit Finalist 
with a 4.46 grade-point aver-
age, “Jack has excelled in a 
rigorous course load, earning 
the distinction of  (Advanced 
Placement) Scholar with hon-
or,” Margene said.

He serves as president of  
the National Honor Society, 
a Student Government Class 
representative and captain of  
both the Scholars Bowl team 
and CAK’s percussion sec-
tion. A Tennessee All-State 

Large again is National Merit Finalist group from Farragut High

Magee val, Acosta sal tell
their stories from CAK

Beware when
in the market

for weight-loss
drugs: Fass

Ten Farragut High School seniors 
recently were named National Mer-
it Scholarship Program Finalists: 
Seated, from left, are Eric Zhang, 
Alex Yan, Hayden Toon and Matthew 
Wang. Standing, from left, are Palo-
mi Agrawal, Joanna Gao, Sophie Lu, 
Alisa Bryantseva and Aubrie Conger. 
Not pictured is Timothy Cho. NMSP is 
an annual competition for high school 
students planning to attend college, 
explained Laura Austin, FHS college 
and career facilitator. “The 2023 
PSAT/NMSQT served as an initial 
screen of over 1.3 million entrants 
to the 2025 program,” she said. 
“Less than 1 percent of the test tak-
ers are selected as finalists. Farragut 
High School is proud that 10 seniors 
were named National Merit Finalists. 
These academically talented stu-
dents can continue in the competition 
for 6,870 National Merit scholarships 
worth nearly $26 million.”

Tammy Cheek

n TAMMY CHEEK   
 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Ozempic, Wegovy, Vic-
toza, Saxenda and other 
new weight-loss drugs are 
saturating the market.

Rotary Club of  Farragut 
member Howard Fass, a re-
tired pharmacist, provided 
information to his fellow 
members during a recent 
RFC Wednesday meeting 
about those drugs so they 
could make informed deci-
sions about proper use.

“Obesity is a very com-
plex disease, and there are 
many factors: behavioral, 
genetic, illness, medical 
illness. It messes up every-
thing,” said Fass, who has 
a doctorate degree in phar-
macy and is board certified 
in parenteral (intravenous 
feeding) and enteral (tube 
feeding) nutrition. While 
he retired from full-time 

Wedding, 1960 ...  65 years
for local
Graziano

couple
(Near left) Frank and 
Rosemary Graziano of Lenoir 
City will celebrate their 65th 
wedding anniversary Thurs-
day, Feb. 27. The couple 
has three children, nine 
grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. (Far left) 
Rosemary and Frank were 
married in New Orleans on 
Feb. 27, 1960.

Photos submitted by family members

Jack Magee

Tim Acosta

musician and recipient of  the 
Leonard Bernstein Musician-
ship Award, “Jack’s passion 
for the arts complements his 
impressive academic achieve-
ments,” she said.

Magee has been a member 

of  the marching band, con-
cert band and school worship 
team. 

“He is an entrepreneur, in-
structor and dedicated vol-
unteer mentoring younger 
students through CAK’s Teen 
Advisors and organizing a 
community blood drive,” Mar-
gene said. 

Magee has attended CAK 
since his sophomore year. 

“CAK has been an incredible 
part of  Jack’s journey, helping 
him to grow in faith and suc-
ceed both inside and outside 
the classroom,” his parents, 
Matt and Brandi Magee, stated 
in  joint release. “The teachers 
at CAK have been more than 
educators — they have been 
mentors who challenged and 
encouraged him every step of  
the way. 

“Beyond academics, CAK 
provided Jack with opportuni-
ties to grow and lead others in 
extracurricular activities that 
have fueled his passions. 

“The friendships he has 
formed here have been invalu-

able, built on shared faith, sup-
port and unforgettable experi-
ences,” the Magees said. “This 
school has given him not just 
an education but a community 
that will stay with him for a 
lifetime. We are so thankful 
for the impact CAK has had on 
his life and are excited to see 
where the future takes him.” 

“CAK has provided me with 
opportunities that I never 

See VAL, SAL CAK on Page 7B See WEIGHT LOSS, Page 8B

REGISTER TODAY 
TO WIN

 $ $200200  
from participating

Farragut businesses.
For more information go to 

www.shopfarragut.com

in Gift Cards 
and Prizes

2020th
AnniversaryAnniversary

2005-2025
865.675.3474

info@waycoolhvac.com | www.waycoolhvac.com

Serving Farragut and 
West Knoxville since 2005
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February is Healthy 
Heart Month 
at the YMCA of East Tennessee

February is Healthy Heart Month, a time to focus on the importance of  cardiovascular 
health. At the YMCA of  East Tennessee, we’re proud to be healthy for the heart of  the com-
munity, offering resources and support to help you maintain a healthy heart.

Heart disease is the leading cause of  death in the United States, but the good news is 
many risk factors can be controlled. Regular physical activity is one of  the most effective 
ways to reduce your risk. Whether you’re new to exercise or a seasoned athlete, the YMCA 
offers a variety of  programs for all fitness levels, from group fitness classes to personal 
training.

This month, we launched our Healthy Heart Challenge, encouraging everyone to take 
small steps to improve their heart health. Participants can track their progress, set goals, 
and stay motivated to add more cardio to their routine. Walking, running, swimming, or 
cycling are just a few ways to stay active, and our YMCA facilities provide a welcoming 
environment to help you succeed.

In addition to physical activity, eating a balanced diet, managing stress, and getting 
enough sleep are essential for heart health. The YMCA of  East Tennessee is here to sup-
port you in all aspects of  your heart health journey.

Visit your local YMCA today and join us in making Healthy Heart Month a success. To-
gether, we can build a stronger, healthier community—one heartbeat at a time.

Stay active, stay healthy, and remember, the Y is healthy for the heart of  the community!

Photos submitted

1

2

3

4

5 6 7

8 9 1. Homeschool PE shows their support in keeping a 
Healthy Heart!
2. Mrs. Stephanie and Simon know that swimming 
is so good for our Hearts!
3. Amy Holweger cares with all her Heart for the 
members she protects on the stand.
4. The Lunch Bunch take Heart Health very  
seriously with their daily exercise!
5. Smokyland Sound Quartet visited Senior Strong 
and Peddling for Parkinsons classes to lift every 
Heart with music!
6. YMCA Swim Instructors teach our friends at Boys 
& Girls Club how to swim, promoting water safety 
and Healthy Hearts through active lifestyles.
7. We love our Partnership with Tennova Healthcare!
8. Al Lyons and Nolan Nevels know that lifting 
weights helps maintain Healthy Habits that effect 
our Hearts!
9. Jared Daughtery and Trey Warren make their 
pledge to Heart Health by staying active and exer-
cising regularly.



The YMCA of East Tennessee offers personalized 
training programs tailored to your goals, abilities, 
and needs. Whether you’re a beginner, an ath-
lete, or managing physical challenges, our pro-
fessional trainers provide the guidance you need.

Our certified trainers are both knowledgeable 
and compassionate. They design fitness plans to 
help you build strength, improve endurance, and 
enhance overall wellness. Wherever you are in 
your fitness journey, our team ensures you stay 
motivated and achieve lasting results.

As a YMCA member, you also gain access to free 
Group Exercise classes. These classes provide 
motivation, variety, community, and account-
ability—key elements for achieving your fitness 

goals. From Water Aerobics and Spin to Power 
Barre, Senior Chair classes, Les Mills Body Pump 
and Zumba, there’s a class for everyone. Group 
Exercise at the Y is more than a workout; it’s a 
supportive environment where you connect with 
others and thrive together.

Fitness at the Y is for everyone. Our trainers ac-
commodate all ages and abilities, offering modi-
fications and personalized support for a safe and 
enjoyable experience. Discover the benefits of 
one-on-one coaching and group classes in an in-
clusive atmosphere.

Visit your local YMCA branch or Davis YMCA  
today to learn more or get started with personal 
training or Group Exercise!

Looking to take your 
fitness to the next level? 

Offering memberships for individuals, families, students, military and much more.  
Come tour one of our locations to see what the Y has to offer for you.

YMCAKnoxville.org

Lindsay Young  
Downtown YMCA

Downtown | 
865.522.9622

Davis Family  
YMCA

Farragut | 
865.777.9622

Pilot Family  
YMCA

West Knoxville | 
865.690.9622

C.W. Cansler 
Family YMCA
East Knoxville | 
865.637.9622 

Tennova Family 
YMCA

North Knoxville | 
865.922.9622

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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• Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Tennessee’s 
annual “Pack the Bag” cam-
paign once again has made 
a significant impact, raising 
enough funds from the public 
to provide more than 136,000 
bags of  kid-friendly foods to 
children across the region in 
nearly 300 public schools and 
programs. 

Through Food for Kids, more 
than 15,000 students across the 
food bank’s 18-county service 
area receive a weekly bag filled 
with nutritious foods to help 
them through the weekend. 

This is completely funded by 
Second Harvest through sup-
port from our community. For 
more information about this 
initiative and other hunger-
relief  programs, visitwww.
secondharvestETN.org. 

• MEDIC Regional Blood 
Center Hoodie Week contin-
ues this week through Fri-
day, Feb. 28, at all locations, 
including 11000 Kingston 
Pike in Farragut, and Mobile 
Drives. 

“MEDIC donors who make 
a successful donation will re-
ceive a hoodie … and a Texas 
Roadhouse coupon” through 
Feb. 28, a MEDIC press re-
lease stated. “All sizing is first 
come, first served. An appoint-
ment does not guarantee siz-
ing. Hoodies are available only 
while supplies last.

Appointments can be made 
online at www.medicblood.
org, via the MEDIC app or by 
calling 865-524-3074. 

• Knoxville Choral Society 
presents  “A Community in 
Song,” an inspiring evening 
of choral music celebrating 
light, transformation, passion 

and the power of  community. 
It begins at 7:30 p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 28, in Central Bearden 
Church, 6300 Deane Hill Drive 
in West Knoxville, for this spe-
cial performance.

This event features a dy-
namic collaboration with the 
2025 KCS Scholarship Winners 
and the Knoxville West High 
School Singers and Chorale, 
under the direction of  Drew 
Carpenter, showcasing the in-
credible depth of  talent within 
Knoxville’s choral community. 

“Under the direction of  Dr. 
John R. Orr, the program will 
present a rich and diverse se-
lection of  choral works, weav-
ing together poetic themes 
of  renewal and connection,” 
a KCS release stated. “Audi-
ences will experience moving 
repertoire that highlights the 
unifying power of  song, per-
formed by some of  Knoxville’s 
most dedicated and talented 
musicians.” 

Tickets are $15, with free ad-
mission for students in grades 
K-12.

• Knoxville Bar Associa-
tion, in partnership with 
Legal Aid of East Tennes-
see, will host a Debt Relief 
Legal Advice Clinic for pre-
screened individuals begin-
ning at 8:45 a.m., Saturday, 
March 8, in the Public Defend-
er’s Community Law Office 
(1101 Liberty St. in Knoxville). 

Qualified individuals must 
live in Knox, Blount, Loudon 
or Sevier County and be in-
come based. Attorneys will 
volunteer to conduct initial 
meetings with the clients to 
discuss situations/options.
Pre-screening by LAET.  

Sign up by calling LAET at 

Lions service recognition

Alan Sloan

Farragut Lions Club members Julia Hart and Norvell Burrow were 
recognized for their many years of service concerning local FLC 
endeavors and other public service work during a recent club 
meeting in Mimi’s Cafe, Parkside Drive in Turkey Creek.  

865-637-0484. Registration cut-
off Friday, Feb. 28.

• City of Oak Ridge Intern-
ship Program is a paid, sea-
sonal internship for those 
looking to complete an intern-
ship to gain professional ex-
perience in the field they’re 
studying. Applications for the 
Summer 2025 are due by April 
30. Program begins June 16. 

Interns can expect to com-
plete between 20 and 30 hours 
each week. Pay rate will be 
determined by departmental 
placement. The weekly sched-
ule for interns is generally be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. Intern 
schedules can be set to accom-
modate class schedule.

To apply and to find more in-
formation, visit OakRidgeTN.
gov/Internships. A fall intern-
ship program will begin ac-
cepting applications in June. 
The schedule for high school 
interns will be based on the 
Oak Ridge Schools Summer 
Schedule. A detailed schedule 
will be posted closer to June.

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

ROOFROOF
REPAIRREPAIR
SpecialistsSpecialists

WorshipWorship PraisePraise&
 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 to place your ad in the 

farragutpress Worship Directory!

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

Christian Friends of Israel
P.O. Box 1813

Jerusalem, 91015 Israel
Gen 12:3 www.cfijerusalem.org

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

 FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”

  209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 3 and up.

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services 

 ffumc.org/events

SATURDAY | 5:30P

SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

  
www.westgatechurchknox.com 

416 N. Campbell 
Station Road

Sundays @10:30 am 

Encouraging, 
Inspiring, Loving

Simple, Relevant, Real

We welcome you 
to our family!
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would have had at another 
school,” Jack said. “I have 
grown academically, personal-
ly and spiritually, and without 
a doubt, CAK was the catalyst 
for this growth.

“Additionally, the teachers 
that I have had since arriving 
here at CAK have poured into 
me, helped me to grow in wis-
dom and knowledge, given me 
sound advice and led me closer 
to Christ,” the senior added. 
“For that, I am forever grateful 
to them. CAK has transformed 
my life for the better, and I can-
not wait to see how it impacts 
me as I grow throughout col-
lege and beyond.” 

Magee has not yet decided 
where he will attend college in 
the fall, but he plans to major 
in neuroscience with future 
plans to attend medical school 
and pursue a career as a radi-
ologist or a surgeon. 

Tim Acosta, salutatorian 
“Acosta excels not only aca-

demically, but in his many 
extracurricular activities as 
well,” Margene said. “Tim is 
a National Merit finalist with 
a GPA of  4.44 and a recipient 
of  multiple academic distinc-
tion awards during his time at 
CAK. 

“Tim has demonstrated an 
unwavering commitment to 
scholarship, earning recogni-
tion in subjects ranging from 
honors geometry to AP chem-

istry and dual enrollment Eng-
lish,” she added. 

He is a member of  National 
Honor Society and National 
English Honor Society and has 
attended CAK since the sev-
enth grade. 

Beyond the classroom, “Tim 
has made a lasting impact at 
CAK as captain of  the Scholars 
Bowl team, a four-year mem-
ber of  the tennis team and a 
leader in student mentorship,” 
Margene said. “His senior Cap-
stone allowed him to share his 
love for learning by assisting 
with chemistry classes and 
an elementary school science 
camp.”

Acosta also has served as a 
middle school Bible study lead-
er, “investing in the spiritual 

growth of  younger students 
and on the high school retreat 
work crew,” she said.

“We are thankful for how 
Tim has matured as a young 
man while at CAK through the 
excellent academic instruction 
taught with a Christian world-
view,” his parents told Mar-
gene in a joint statement. “We 
greatly appreciate all the fac-
ulty and staff who have helped 
him to develop the gifts God 
has given him, and we feel con-
fident that he is well-prepared 
as he starts college and begins 
the next phase of  his life.” 

Reflecting on his time at 
CAK, Acosta shared, “I’m 
grateful for the opportunity 
that I’ve had to attend CAK 
and for all of  the lessons I’ve 

learned during my time here. 
“I’ve been blessed with 

CAK’s Christian environment 
and with teachers who care 
deeply about both my academ-
ic and spiritual growth,” he 
added. “Being surrounded by 
Christian mentors at CAK has 
helped to grow my faith, and I 
am very thankful for the per-
son this school has helped me 
become.” 

Acostsa plans to attend Uni-
versity of  Tennessee, Knox-
ville, in the Honors Program, 
where he will major in biomed-
ical engineering and minor in 
neuroscience, aiming for a ca-
reer in neurotechnology. He 
looks forward to “continuing 
his faith journey by getting in-
volved in a campus ministry.”

Val, sal CAK
From page 3B

      The

Morning Show  
              with Darrell

J O I N  U S  F O R :

•  Your favorite 70’s and 80’s music
•  Pete Michaels Traffic

•  Local Information and Weather
• Local Interviews   •  Fox News

Emai l :  darrel l@w f iv.com •  WFIV 105. 3  •  865-2 18-5609

 To place your Classified ad in 
farragutpress please call 865-675-6397 

or fax 865-675-1675.

ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVE 

Join our team by 
working an established 

territory with room to grow.

The candidate should be 
comfortable speaking to 
business professionals, 

possess good written and 
verbal communication 

skills. Must be organized 
and self motivated. 

Sales or customer service 
experience preferred, but 

will train the right individual.

Send resume to
khartman@

farragutpress.com

is seeking an

203 HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

Please contact Tony Christen at 
865-218-8872 or production@farragutpress.com

239 JAMESTOWNE BLVD | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, 

employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 
Farragut Community Center • 239 Jamestowne Blvd

AGENDA | February 27, 2025
BMA WORKSHOP | Capital Investment Program Workshop FY26-31

5:00 PM | BEER BOARD MEETING 5:55 PM | BMA MEETING 6:00 PM

I. Roll Call, Silent Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Approval of Minutes
A. February 13, 2025
IV. Mayor’s Report
V. Ordinances & Resolutions
A. Ordinances
1. Second Reading
a) Ordinance 25-03, ordinance amending the Fiscal 
Year 2024-2025 General Fund, Capital Investment 
Program & ADA Capital Projects Funds
b) Ordinance 25-04, ordinance amending Farragut 
Municipal Code, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article 6 – 
Finance, Section 2-299 to replace in the existing section 
in its entirety with a new ordinance
2. First Reading
a) Ordinance 24-19, an Ordinance to Amend the text 
of the Farragut Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance 86-16, 
as amended, pursuant to authority granted by Section 
13-4-201, Tennessee Code Annotated, by amending the 
Farragut Municipal Code, Appendix A., Zoning, Chapter 
3., Section III., Rural Single-Family Residential District 

(R-1), Subsection B., Permitted Uses And Structures,
 to provide for a Second Detached Single-Family Dwell-
ing Unit under certain conditions
B. Resolutions
1. Approval of Resolution R-2025-05, 
Town of Farragut Capital Assets Policy
2. Approval of Resolution R-2025-04, 
a Resolution adopting the FY2025-2026 Town of 
Farragut Strategic Plan
VI. Business Items
A. Approval of a grant contract between the State of 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conserva-
tion and the Town of Farragut from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund for $2.75 million for the purchase of 
property on McFee Road.   
B. Approval of Omnia Contract 01-145, Howard 
Technology Solutions, for Town Hall Audio Visual Design 
and Installation     
VII. Citizens Forum  
VIII. Town Administrator’s Report
IX. Town Attorney’s Report

239 JAMESTOWNE BLVD | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Farragut will 
hold a public hearing on March 13, 2025, at 6:00 PM, at the 
Farragut Community Center, 239 Jamestowne Blvd, to hear 
citizen’s comments on the following ordinances:

I. Ordinance 24-19, an Ordinance to Amend the text of the 
Farragut Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance 86-16, as amended, 
pursuant to authority granted by Section 13-4-201, Tennes-
see Code Annotated, by amending the Farragut Municipal 
Code, Appendix A., Zoning, Chapter 3., Section III., Rural 
Single-Family Residential District (R-1), Subsection B., 
Permitted Uses And Structures, to provide for a Second De-
tached Single-Family Dwelling Unit under certain conditions.

  

239 JAMESTOWNE BLVD | FARRAGUT, TN 37934
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

FARRAGUT BEER BOARD AGENDA
Farragut Community Center • 239 Jamestowne Blvd

February 27, 2025 | 5:55 PM

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and pro-

grams. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

I. Approval of Minutes
A. February 13, 2025
II. Beer Permit
A. Approval of Class 7, Brewpub Permit for Dullahan’s Irish Pub, 
12744 Kingston Pike, Suite 104 

Place your 
garage sale ad 

in farragutpress!
Call Linda at 

865-218-8881 

FOR RENT
 

Lovely upstairs suite 
in upscale Farragut home.

Prefer retiree, low rent in exchange for light duties.

No pets, No smoking, background check required.

Respond to 

skeen07252@gmail.com
with name, address, phone number

and why this would interest you.

540 HOMES FOR RENT

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party 15 words $47/4 weeks
Commercial 25 words $57/4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week
Display Ads 
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

Request for Bids for the Mowing 
of Woodlawn Cemetery

100 Woodlawn Church Road, Lenoir City, TN 37771

The proposed scope of the work is as follows: 
Mowing and weed-eating the property every 7 to 10 days.

In addition, after the weed-eating, all grave markers will be cleaned 
of loose grass using a blower. No work will be performed on Sundays (all day) 

or Wednesdays (after 5 pm). Frequency may be adjusted if agreed upon 
by all parties due to extreme weather conditions. The mowing will be 

scheduled to start April 1, 2025, and end October 31, 2025; 
these dates may be adjusted depending on conditions.

We urge anyone desiring to bid on this project to visit the site for 
an evaluation of the required work before submitting a bid. 

The cemetery is located at 100 Woodlawn Church Road, Lenoir City, TN 37771.

Proposals should be submitted in writing to:  
https://woodlawncemeterylc.com/service/  by March 8, 2025.
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pharmacy work in 2012, Fass 
still works as needed for Cov-
enant Health Care in Oak 
Ridge. “If  you lose, basically, 
five pounds, it will help you,” 
he said.

As of  2023, Fass said every 
state had at least a 20 percent 
obesity problem. The Midwest 
was 36 percent; the South, al-

most 35; West, 29; and North-
east, 28.6 percent. In the South, 
Arkansas, Mississippi and 
West Virginia were between 
40 and 45 percent. He said Ten-
nessee is 37.6 percent obese.

GLP-1 drugs, which mimic 
the GLP-1 hormone and sup-
prese the glucagon release, are 
being used to treat overweight 
or obesity and Type 2 diabetes. 
They include such drugs as 
zucadone and biopeptide 1.

Fass said when a person 
tries to lose weight, lifestyle 
changes are recommended 
first: healthy eating by cutting 
calories, physical activity at 
least three days a week with 

workouts of  30 to 45 minutes 
and behavior therapy – coun-
seling.

“Basically, for females, 
(keep calories to) 1,000 to 1,500 
a day,” he said. “Some of  you 

may think that’s starvation. 
For males, it’s 1,500 to 1,800.”

“But say that’s not work-
ing,” Fass said. “The next is 
oral medications approved by 
the FDA for weight loss.”

Weight loss
From page 3B

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com
865-694-4108

ACT / SAT / PSATACT / SAT / PSAT
Michael K. 

Smith, 
Ph.D.

Helping students improve Helping students improve 
test scores for 40 years.test scores for 40 years.

Taking Reservations Now Taking Reservations Now 
for Winter Individual for Winter Individual 
Tutoring and Classes.Tutoring and Classes.

Celebrating 10,000 students tutored since 2004!

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block ......................$60/mo.
2 Block ....................$115/mo.
3 Block ....................$170/mo.
4 Block ....................$225/mo.
6 Block ....................$335/mo.
8 Block ....................$445/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

To place your ad in the farragutpress 
Service Directory, 

call Linda at 865-218-8881.

like us on 
facebook 

@ 
facebook.com/
farragutpress

service directory

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.”

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, 
products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all 
advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

lawn & 
   landscaping

865-202-8350

Interior Painting  
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for Spring estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

home repair & improvement

 ArmstrongArmstrong  
RemodelingRemodeling
865-315-0630865-315-0630
Licensed • bonded • Insured • ReferencesLicensed • bonded • Insured • References

Knoxville’s Home Knoxville’s Home 
Renovation SpecialistRenovation Specialist

Serving Knox and surrounding counties for over 21 years

 Home Additions and Remodeling from Concept to Completion

 20%off 
all 

services

 • Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Kitchens • Masonry 
• Bathrooms • Decks • Fencing • Flooring • Plumbing 

• Carpentry • and much more!

 Free Design Consultation and Estimates

 No Money Down 
Financing Available
Follow Armstrong 
Remodeling on

Beautiful & Affordable Landscape Designs • Professional Installation
Exciting Outdoor Lighting • Bed Remodeling • Sod Installation

Top-notch Weeding, Pruning & Mulching • Leaf Removal

Reed Strozier • 865-258-1844 • www.dreamgardens865.com

RANDY THE PAINTER
Celebrating 45 years in 2025

Commercial & Residential
30% OFF thru Feb.         

BIG DISCOUNTS for 2025
BOOK NOW!

Carpentry • Sheetrock
Check out our 5★ Google Reviews!

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

865-522-3222
Cell - 865-455-5022 - Call or Text

rharvey9160@gmail.com
 randythepainterandcrew.com

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2024

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

Call Now
865-539-0222

 ALL SEASON’S LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING ALL SEASON’S LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING
 Providing you with complete lawn service.

PREPARE FOR SPRING!
NOW ADDING NEW CUSTOMERS!

Free estimates
• MOWING • TRIMMING • MULCHING

• LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

• IRRIGATION SERVICE  865-742-0685
 www.allseasonslawncaretn.com

 Christian Owned & Lic./
Insured ~ Lee Strunk

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Residential & Commercial

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
MOWING

Weeding
Pruning • Mulching

 Aeration • Over Seeding
Bed Maintenance

Irrigation & Repairs
Bush Hogging

 Mulch & Rock
Delivery Available

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

misc. services
Locally Owned & Operated

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Monthly, Monthly, 
Quarterly, Yearly  Quarterly, Yearly  

Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 
Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-Construction

Visit us on Facebook 

BED BUG 
CONTROL

GUARANTEED 

Serving East Tennessee since 1974

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

Serving East Tennessee for 50 years 
Ask about our Termite 

Damage Repair Guarantee. 

WORRY 
FREE

CLEANING
35 years experience

Excellent References

865-335-2043

ELDERLY CARE
ASSISTANCE
• Cleaning  • Sitting
• Errands  • Meals

35 Years Experience
Excellent References Available

865-335-2043

Memories for a Lifetime!
•Family Portraits

•Holidays
•Sports Photography

865-317-3193
jdcec24@1cloud.com 

Residential & Commercial

• Junk Removal
• Demolition
• Hauling

Ask about our discounts!
REED BACON
    Owner,  Operator

Text or Call 
865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

Do you have a 
unique business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory!
Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• FREE Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• 20+ Years Experience
• 5★ Rated
• No Job Too Small

Licensed & Insured  
Call or Text

865-455-3576 

We take care of all 
your landscape & 
lawn care needs         

Cuts start at 

$45
Call for free estimates

• Mowing • Edging  
• Mulching • Aeration

• Fertilization 
• Seeding 

• Leaf Removal Serving Knox County for over 25 Years

 Retired Union 
Electrician

AVAILABLE FOR 
Service Calls & Small Jobs
Courteous Personal Service

42 Years Experience
• Industrial • Commercial

• Residential
Ceiling Fans a Specialty

Licensed • References Available
Call Wayne 865-455-6217

Credit Cards Not Accepted

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
Background Checks and Drug Testing 

Required for all employees

 FREE ESTIMATES
 865-291-8434

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

 15% OFF your job proposal
scheduled w/ deposit by March 1, 2025

•• Interior/Exterior    Interior/Exterior   
 Painting Painting
•• Pressure Washing Pressure Washing
•• Staining Staining
•• Drywall &  Drywall & 
 Carpentry Carpentry

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

Serving 
Knoxville 

& the Farragut 
area for 
29 years




