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Farragut’s officials will be 
acknowledging the passing of  
South Ward Alderman David 
Merle White at the Farragut 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
meeting Thursday, Aug. 28.

White, who served since 
2022, died Thursday, Aug. 21, in 
his home with his family after 
a battle with lung cancer. 

“I want to recognize the 
passing of  Alderman David 
White during his abbreviated 
term as alderman,” Mayor Ron 
Williams said Monday. “I con-
sidered Alderman White a mu-

tual friend.
“He put 

up a coura-
geous fight 
to the end 
with lung 
cancer that 
ended his 
last career, 
which was 
as a Farra-
gut alder-
man,” the 
mayor said. 
“His second calling for the 
Town was being appointed to 
the Visual Resources Review 
Board that he embraced with 
our staff to help craft the most 

recent sign ordinance amend-
ments.

“He attended our meetings 
during treatments with no 
complaints,” Williams said. 
“Our condolences go out to 
Sandy (White’s wife) and their 
family during this time of  
loss.”

Likewise, Town administra-
tor David Smoak shared with 
the public and Town staff: “It is 
with deep sadness that I share 
the news of  Alderman David 
White’s passing last Thursday 
after a courageous battle with 
an illness. 

“David was a pillar of  the 
Farragut community, and his 

loss is profoundly felt by all 
who knew him,” Smoak said. 
“Our heartfelt condolences go 
out to his beloved wife, Sandy, 
and their family during this 
incredibly difficult time. Da-
vid’s legacy of  dedication and 
service to our community will 
always be remembered,” the 
Town administrator said. 

According to the Town’s 
website, White, 80, had lived 
in Farragut for more than 70 
years. He was elected as Ward 
2 (South Ward) alderman in 
2022. 

“David dedicated himself  
to protecting the Town from 
overdevelopment and became 

an unwavering voice in the 
preservation of  its heritage,” 
a Click Funeral Home website 
stated. “During his career and 
community service, David was 
known for his work ethic, dedi-
cation to his core principles 
and extensive study of  the rule 
of  law. 

“Although he experienced 
illness, loss and tragedy in his 
personal life, he never showed 
his pain and approached each 
challenge with humor and qui-
et resolve,” the website stated.

White graduated from Far-
ragut High School in 1964, the 

David White, husband, father, alderman

White
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As the Town mourns the 
passing of  South Ward Alder-
man David White, Farragut 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
members will have to decide 
its next course of  action.

As White, who was elected 
in 2022, still had a year of  his 
term remaining, Mayor Ron 
Williams said the Board will 
discuss how to replace him 
during its meeting, which 
starts at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 28. 

That discussion will take 

place as a business item but it 
will be “discussion only,” Wil-
liams said. 

• The next course of  action 
will be to take applications 
from people in the public who 
are interested in filling the 
seat. 

• After waiting a week, the 
mayor said interviews would 
be set up in which each alder-
men individually will inter-
view each applicant.

“I guess at the Sept. 25 Board 
of  Mayor and Alderman meet-
ing, we will vote on who we 
feel would be the best candi-
date,” Williams said. 

Town mourns White
Members to decide next course of action

Despite a 27-7 loss, Geoff Courtney was upbeat after viewing the film of  the Ad-
mirals’ season opener. See more about the Admirals’ season opener and other local 
games in Sports on page 1B. For even more football, see How the West Was Won, pre-
sented by Billy Houston Group, Realty Executives, on 8B.

Football season has begun

Virtue, Boyd Station project 
advances with safety upgrades
n 	TAMMY CHEEK 				  

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

The prospect of  improvements to Virtue and 
Boyd Station roads moved closer to reality when 
the Farragut Municipal Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to recommend approving 
preliminary plans during its meeting Thursday, 
Aug. 21.

The improvements would be 
made south of  Needlegrass Lane 
to Willow Cove Way.

“The Town completed improve-
ments to Virtue Road from Kings-
ton Pike to approximately 1,200 
feet south of  Needlegrass Lane 
— Brookmere Subdivision — in 
2022,” Town Engineer Darryl 
Smith said. “This project will ex-
tend the improvements south to 
Boyd Station Road and west along 
Boyd Station Road to Willow Cove 
Way.

“The project will tie to improvements of  Boyd 
Station Road currently being constructed by 
Saddlebrook Properties as part of  development 
of  the Grove at Boyd Station subdivision,” he 
said. “The project will widen the roadway from 
its current width of  approximately 20 feet to 
two 11-foot lanes with curb and gutter.

“A 10-foot boardwalk will extend along the 
east side of  Virtue Road from Turkey Creek 
Road to a point approximately 1,300 feet south, 
at which point pedestrians will cross Virtue 
Road to a 10-foot-wide shared-use path that will 
tie to a greenway extending into the Grove at 
Boyd Station subdivision,” Smith said.

Jason Elliott, a consultant with LDA En-
gineering, which designed the improvement 

plans, said the boardwalk is 
“all timber except for the stain-
less steel tension cables, which 
make up the railing, and it’s re-
ally attractive.

“We’ve actually done several 
of  these in Blount County,” he 
added.

“The project will address 
both horizontal and vertical de-
ficiencies, such as limited sight 
distance,” Smith said.

“It also does flatten the curve 
where Virtue Road ends and 

Boyd Station begins,” he added.
In presenting the preliminary plans, Elliott 

highlighted the safety features.
“We are widening the lanes slightly from an 

existing 10-foot width to 11-foot lanes, which 

“The project will 
address both 

horizontal and verti-
cal deficiencies, such 
as limited sight dis-
tance,”

~ Darryl Smith,
Town Engineer

See WHITE on Page 2A

See PROJECT on Page 3A

‘A feel good day’
Hoops for Hope still successful after years

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 		
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut High School once 
again hosted Hoops for Hope, 
a program giving youth and 
adults with Down Syndrome 
a chance to play ball alongside 
University of  Tennessee men’s 
and women’s basketball play-
ers, in the school’s Lynn E. 
Sexton gymnasium Saturday, 
Aug. 23. 

About 50 to 60 participants 
with Down Syndrome learned 
moves from UT’s basketball 
players for three hours, get-
ting high fives and playing 
alongside their roll models. 

“It’s just a feel good day,” 
FHS athletics director Donald 
Dodgen said Saturday. “You 
come in feeling bad; you leave 
feeling good.

“This (event) has grown ev-
ery year … it gets bigger every 
year,” he said. “It’s good for the 
Farragut community; it’s good 
for Farragut High School. 

“I’ve got a majority of  our 
cheerleaders, our dance team 
… 15 coaches coming today,” 
Dodgen said. “I’ve got eight or 
nine teams of  Farragut High 
School players here to help.”

And, “I’ve got a bunch of  our 

Tammy Cheek

UT Basketball athletes (back) joined about 50 participants of 
Hoops for Hope for a basketball game in Farragut High School’s 
Lynn E. Sexton gymnasium Saturday, Aug. 23.

See FEEL GOOD on Page 3A

Carlos Reveiz, carlos@crfoto.com

Laura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

BUNDLE 
& SAVE!
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FMPC backs McFee 
Park dog park plans
n 	TAMMY CHEEK 		

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Dog owners can expect to 
bring their pets to a new Town-
operated dog park at McFee 
Park by spring 2026.

The Farragut Municipal 
Planning Commission recom-
mended approval of  design 
plans for the project during its 
meeting Thursday, Aug. 21.

Parks and Recreation di-
rector Ron Oestreich said the 
dog park is a 2023 
Tennessee Depart-
ment of  Environ-
ment and Conser-
vation Local Parks 
and Recreation 
Fund grant project 
for the west side 
of  McFee Park, be-
tween its newest 
parking lot and the 
adaptive trail.

“Share this ex-
citing information with your 
dog,” Oestreich said. “The 
project before you is a long-
awaited project. It’s the third 
grant project awarded to the 
Town through TDEC’s Local 
Parks and Recreation Fund.

“This project will be out to 
bid soon with a projected late 
spring or early summer 2026 
completion date,” he said.

“Farragut citizens have 
been requesting a dog park 
for a very long time through 
citizen surveys, public meet-
ings and verbal feedback,” 
Oestreich said. “Staff included 
the dog park and restroom as 
part of  the 2023 LPRF grant 
through TDEC.

“The dog park is relatively 
simple in design. It’s fencing, a 
little pathway work and some 
grass,” he said.

Similar to other dog parks, 
McFee Dog Park will have two 
separate play areas — one for 

large dogs and one for small 
dogs — with Americans with 
Disabilities Act-rated path-
ways in each area. Each area 
will include play elements for 
dogs, as well as plenty of  green 
space.

Oestreich said the pathways 
will be made of  an aggregate 
material described as crushed 
stone with a hardening binder 
to create a solid surface.

“The reason for the separate 
play areas is to prevent poten-

tial conflicts and 
injuries,” he said. 
“Due to the hilly 
location, the small 
dog park has some 
retaining walls and 
a more winding 
path to meet ADA 
requirements. The 
large dog park 
has a longer path, 
a shade structure 
and benches at the 

bottom.
“From the parking lot, we’ll 

have a two-stall restroom fa-
cility designed much like the 
others in the park,” he said, 
noting that the restroom is a 
separate project scheduled for 
later in the fall.

“As people enter with their 
pets, we’ll have a transition 
area so the big dogs and the 
small dogs won’t mix,” Oest-
reich said. “Once past transi-
tion, the dogs will have free 
rein to wander and play.

“This is a non-lighted com-
plex, so our evening hours will 
likely end at dusk,” he said. 
“Our landscape architect es-
timates the project could take 
four to six months to com-
plete due to the excavation re-
quired. We are planning to be 
out to bid by early September, 
perhaps sooner, when we hear 
back from TDEC.”

Photo submitted 

On hand to cut the ribbon 
were, front row, from left: 
Knox County Commission 
Chair Gina Oster, a District 3 
representative; Commission 
Vice Chair Kim Frazier, an at 
large representative; Cope 
Architecture president Cayce 
Petko; Cope Architecture vice 
president Jim Hinton; HVA 
freshman academy dean Jen-
nifer Galloway; HVA senior 
and academy ambassador 
Matthew Greenwood; Merit 
Construction project manager 
Hitch Gilchrist; HVA freshman 
academy counselor Jennifer 
Beckler; HVA freshmen acad-
emy administrator Jeremy Lo-
renz; Merit Construction super-
intendent Christ Cutcher; HVA 
academy coach Ashely Beeler; 
HVA freshmen academy teach-
er Seth Rayman; Knox County 
Board of Education chair, Dis-
trict 6 Rep. Betsy Henderson; 
KCS assistant superintendent 
of operations Dr. Garfield Ad-
ams; Merit Construction vice 
president Buddy Heins; HVA 
principal Dr. Kirk Renegar; 
Knox County Schools super-
intendent Dr. Jon Rysewyk;  
and Knox County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs. 

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 		
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com  

After a long wait, Har-
din Valley Academy faculty, 
students and Knox County 
Schools officials gathered at 
the school Thursday morning, 
Aug. 21, for a ribbon cutting 
for HVA’s new addition, which 
opened this school year. 

“Thank you for coming here 
today for such a historic mo-
ment for Hardin Valley Acad-
emy,” principal Kirk Renegar 
said. “I cannot help but think 
about the first ribbon cutting 
for Hardin Valley Academy, 
and I am absolutely honored 
and humbled to serve here as 
the principal for this incred-
ible school and this incredible 
community and to be here to-
day, 17 years later, is absolute-
ly surreal. 

He said the project is “yet 
another important milestone 
in Hardin Valley Academy. 

“And, it’s an important mile-
stone, for me, in fulfilling the 
vision of  Mrs. Sallee Reynolds 
(HVA’s first principal) in the 
development of  a school whose 
initial charge was to be some-
thing different than the stan-
dard high school experience,” 
he said about the school’s us-
ing the academy model. 

The new, 43,861-square-foot 
addition will serve as a dedi-
cated freshman academy with 
a satellite administrative area, 
as well as additional labs for 
the school’s Health Science 
and STEM Academies, a spe-

cial education suite, a teacher 
work room and an ICC-500 
compliant storm shelter.

Knox County Schools su-
perintendent Jon Rysewyk  
said the new space gives space 
for STEM labs the freshmen 
academy. 

“Those of  us who have been 
around for a while remember 
this school opened in 2008,” he 
said. “I think it was the first 
school Knox County Schools 
built in about 30 years,” he 
said. “It was our first high 
school that was built with our 
academy model. 

“You’ll see now, we have 865 
Academies across all of  our 
schools,” Rysewyk added. 

At Hardin Valley, he said 
more than 2,000 students now 
are enrolled in career-themed 
academies: business and law, 
STEM, health sciences and lib-
eral arts, which includes com-
munications and design.

The superintendent ac-
knowledged Douglas Shover, 
KCS director of  facilities and 
new construction; Cope Archi-
tects; and Merit Construction.  

“The new wing certainly 
has positive impacts on all 
our (other) academies as well 
… improved the space for our 
Health Science and STEM 
academies,” Renegar said. 
“However, it is important to 
note that this completion has 
also had a tremendous trickle-
down effect on the rest of  our 
academic program and learn-
ing spaces by allowing us to 
move around some of  those 

HVA’s new  
addition opens

learning spaces in our current 
building,” he said. “And, it 
has been critical in the devel-
opment of  the criminal justice 
lab, visual media lab, a Robot-
ics lab, a digital arts lab and a 
photography lab that will im-
pact all of  our learners here at 
Hardin Valley. 

White
From page 1A

same year he and Sandy were 
named Mr. and Miss FHS, and 
was captain and All-Knoxville 
League defensive end on an 
undefeated Farragut High 
football team in 1963, accord-
ing to the obituary on the Click 
Funeral Home website.

White worked as a machin-
ist at the Y-12 plant in Oak 
Ridge for 17 years. Then, “he 
took a job with a local devel-
oper and spend 13 years devel-
oping shopping centers before 
starting his own business as a 
general contractor,” the Town 
website stated. “He retired af-
ter working for himself  for 24 
years.”

White was married to San-
dy for 59 years, and they had 
three children, Angie White 
George, who is married to 

Chuck George, David Michael 
White and the late Cheryl 
White Pryor.

Additionally, he is survived 
by his son-in-law, Robert E. 
Pryor, Jr. and wife Nancy; 
grandchildren/step-grand-
children: Shelby Pryor Gillin 
(Stuart), Andy Pryor (Lizzie), 
Cameron Bloomfield (Mor-
gan), Cori Crocker (Yori), and 
Cliff Crocker; and multiple 
nieces and nephews and many 
close friends.

A visitation will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 27, followed by a memo-
rial service, at Click Funeral 
Home in Farragut. 

For more information about 
White and ways to pay trib-
ute to him, visit the follow-
ing link: https://www.clickfh.
com/obituaries/David-Merle-
White?obId=44521877

“Farragut 
citizens have 

been requesting 
a dog park for a 
very long time ...”

~ Ron Oestreich, 
Parks and 
Recreation director
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is about what (Tennessee De-
partment of  Transportation) 
likes to see,” he said. “We’re 
adding curb and gutter on 
both sides of  the road. That 
creates a somewhat physical 
obstruction to the edge of  the 
road.”

Elliott said plans also in-
clude improving the road’s 
geometry.

“There wasn’t a lot of  im-
provement to be made out 
there, but there were a few 
locations,” he said, referring 
to the 90-degree curve from 

Virtue to Boyd Station Road. 
“We’re going to flatten that 
curve out.”

Commissioner Louise Pov-
lin asked about the sight 
distance at a home near the 
curve.

“Is their sight distance go-
ing to be improved with this 
plan?” she asked. “My feel-
ing is with the project, people 
will be able to take this turn a 
little faster than they can right 
now.”

To help, “we’re chopping 
that hill down, which is their 
front yard basically … to cre-
ate a ditch on the edge of  the 
road,” Elliott said. “So, they 

should be able to see pretty 
well.”

Another issue, to the north, 
was a hump in the road that 
limited sight distance. He said 
the plan is to cut down that 
high point by 18 inches.

“That greatly improved the 
sight distance for people com-
ing out of  that homeowner’s 
driveway and turning left,” El-
liott said.

“The project is being funded 
through the Knoxville Region-
al Transportation Planning 
Organization using Surface 
Transportation Block Grant 
and local funds,” Smith said.

Project
From page 1A

Feel Good
From page 1A

FHS special ed kids playing in 
here,” he added. “It’s just a re-
ally good day.”

“It’s a fun event every year, 
said Angie Holbert, executive 
director for Down Syndrome 
Awareness Group. “We always 
enjoy it. It’s just a fun time to 
see our UT athletes get togeth-
er and have a fun day of  bas-
ketball.” 

FHS cheer team greeted the 
participants and other visitors 
as they entered the doors, then 
FHS and UT volunteers helped 
participants practice and pre-
pare for their game.

Trey Sexton, then a sopho-
more at Farragut High School, 
started Hoops for Hope 18 
years ago. 

“He wanted to put together 
an Eagle Scout project for Boy 
Scouts,” said Trey’s father, 
David Sexton, who now heads 
Hoops for Hope. “The last re-
quirement to be an Eagle Scout 
is you have to do a big service 
activity.

“And, when he was about 
14, he had the idea to do some-
thing like this,” David said. 
“So our family spent about a 
year, figuring out how it might 
work, and then we reached out 
to the University of  Tennessee 
athletic department, talked to 
men’s basketball and women’s 
basketball.

“We said, ‘Look, we have this 
idea. This is what we’d like to 
do. Would you be willing to be 
part of  it?’ They said, ‘abso-
lutely,’” the dad related. “So, 
we organized this. We put it 
together, held it at Farragut 

High School here in 2008, and 
we intended it to be one time — 
one year.”

But, “after we did it, every-
one said, ‘It’s great. Let’s do 
it again,’” he recalled. “So, we 
just did it again and again and 
again. And, here we are at year 
18.”

Meanwhile, Trey, who was 
16 when the first Hoops for 
Hope was held, is now 32. He 
went on to graduate college 
and to a two-year mission trip 
with his church, The Church 
of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day 
Saints, and graduated from 
dental college for oral surgery. 

Now, Trey is an oral surgeon 
with four children.

About the number of  par-
ticipants, “there are, on a typi-
cal year, from 45 to 55,” David 
said. “We would have, at least, 
60 volunteers … coaches, fam-
ily and friends and people who 
just come to support. We’ll 
have another couple hundred 
people.

“A lot of  these participants 
have been here all 18 years,” 
he said. “A lot of  volunteers 
have been here all 18 years, 
and it’s this wonderful com-
munity event.

“I love it,” David said. “It’s 
a way to have a special day for 
our friends, adults and youth 
with Down Syndrome and 
their families to let them know 
we love them and care about 
them.”

And, “the UT Men’s and 
Women’s Basketball teams are 
just so wonderful to be here ev-
ery year to serve and be part of  
this,” he said. “We’re just go-
ing to keep doing this as long 
as people want to do it.”

Town receives Certificate of Achievement

Photo submitted 

From left, staff accountant Anissa Pratte, finance director/Town 
Recorder Allison Myers and accounting technician Pam Hall, 
make up Town of Farragut’s financial team that completes the 
Town’s annual budget each year, ending in receiving awards for 
that financial planning for 33 years.

n	 STAFF REPORTS 	  
	 editor@farragutpress.com

The Town of  Farragut re-
cently has received the Cer-
tificate of  Achievement in 
Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association for the 33rd time 
for its annual comprehensive 
financial report for fiscal year 
2024. 

“Our finance team, led by 
Town Recorder Allison Myers, 
puts in a tremendous amount 
of  time and effort to make sure 
our financial reports meet the 
high standards set by the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers As-
sociation,” Town administra-
tor David Smoak said. “They 
deserve to be recognized for 
their hard work and attention 
to detail.”

“If  you follow the 45-year vi-
sion of  our Town,” Farragut 
Mayor said, “you will see that 
the four mayors have had the 
same basic philosophy:  

• “search out the best staff 
possible in order to make 
sure we are operating at the 
highest level, 
• “see that they are properly 
compensated and have the 
best benefits possible, 
• “constantly monitor same 
level services and adjust as 
needed and
• “promote within and have 
long-serving management 
teams who are what it takes 
to develop our budget and 

operate within it. 
“Our plan is to save, pur-
chase as we go and incur no 
debt,” he added.

According to a Town press 
release, the report was judged 
by an impartial panel to “meet 
the high standards of  the pro-
gram, which includes demon-
strating a constructive ‘spirit 
of  full disclosure’ to clearly 
communicate its financial 
story and motivate potential 

users and user groups to read 
the report.”

The Town’s financial re-
ports are available at townof-
farragut.org/financials.

Farragut is one of  12 mu-
nicipalities out of  346 in the 
state to receive this certificate 
of  achievement,” the press 
release said. “GFOA is the 
premier association for pub-
lic-sector finance profession-
als in the United States and 
Canada.”

Tammy Cheek

UT Men’s Basketball player Clarence Massamba gives high fives 
to Hoops for Hope participants in Farragut High School’s Lynn E. 
Sexton gymnasium Saturday, Aug. 23.

is Hiring for an 
Executive Director 

Position
This Part-Time position is the 

visionary and strategic leader of the 
FBA driving business engagement, 
economic growth and community 
connections. They work with the 

Town of Farragut, business owners 
and civic leaders to advance the
 mission of this organization.

Specifi c job duties can be found at 
www.shopfarragut.com. 

Letter of interest and resume to 
info@shopfarragut.com.



businessbusiness
4A • FARRAGUTPRESS   WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2025

businessbriefs

Women in Business series: Part 2 of 3

Local business women discuss 
challenges they’ve faced

n  	MICHELLE HOLLENHEAD 
	Correspondent

Women worldwide are in-
creasingly owning and lead-
ing their own businesses, with 
Farragut more than reflecting 
the trend.

Area women entering the 
business arena come from a 
variety of  backgrounds, but all 
have seen the need for specific 
goods and services and faced 
their share of  challenges — 
some completely out of  their 
control.

How Laura Ash overcame 
economic downturn 

Laura Ash, owner of  Laura 
Ash State Farm, had been in 
business a scant 18 months 
when the 2008 economic crash 
hit.

“Opening any business is 
risky, but [the crash] made it 
a little harder to market things 
other than car insurance at 
the time,” she recalled, noting, 
overall, “insurance is a very 
competitive career, which is al-
ways a challenge.”

However, Ash looked “for 
ways to set [the business] 
apart” specifically “with our 
attention and service to our 
customers.”

That focus has served her 
well in the years since, as she 

marks nearly two decades of  
success with a company she 
came to know initially as a cli-
ent.

“I knew 
their phi-
l o s o p h i e s 
around be-
ing a ‘good 
n e i g h -
bor’ and I 
wanted a 
long-ter m 
career with 
a company 
that cares 
so much 
about their customers,” she 
said, knowledge which led her 
to establishing her own long-
lasting client connections.

“I love those relationships we 
have with with our customers, 
and helping them when they 
need us most!,” Ash added.

She also cited the impor-
tance of  teamwork and men-
toring those who might take 
on business ownership in the 
future.

“I have enjoyed having a 
team with me that can grow 
and take on their own chal-
lenges and hopefully become 
agents one day on their own,” 
she said. “I have had the privi-
lege of  mentoring people on 
my team who have entered 

the agency career path and 
some who have gone to work 
for State Farm on the business 
side.  

“I will never hold anyone 
back, and it makes me feel 
good to help people get into 
their dream positions.”

Ash said as a “proud mom 
of  two Tennessee volunteers,” 
she also sees her business, in a 
way, as a third “child.”

“I don’t leave for the day un-
til anyone that needs me, hears 
from me,” she said. “Owning 
your own business is like tak-
ing care of  a baby,” she said. 
“It’s 24/7, but it is so worth it!”

For women thinking of  own-
ing their own business, Ash 
advised, “You can do it all! I 
feel like women are pulled in 
a lot of  different directions, 
but it’s important to have your 
own goals and know you can 
achieve anything you set your 
mind to.”

Cancer strikes business 
partners just starting out
Euphoric Cheese Shop own-

ers and long-time friends Amy 
Burritt and Cheri Intveld not 
only started their business 
model on the foundation of  
the COVID pandemic, but both 
also faced near simultaneous 

Ash

See WOMEN on Page 5A
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Thrive Physical Therapy in 
Farragut is using innovative 
technology to make patients’ 
healing more effective.  

Clinicians at Thrive, 153 
Brooklawn St., Suite 153, treat 
a multitude of  conditions, 
such as back and neck pain, 
orthopedic and sports injuries, 
concussions, temporaman-
dibular joint (TMJ) disorders, 
peripheral neuropathy and is-
sues related to balance and fall 
prevention. 

“One of  the things we fo-

cus on here is the continu-
ity of  care,” Thrive business 
development representative 
Brandon Hurst said. “How we 
ensure that our patients are 
taken care of  and are seeing 
the same clinicians when they 
come in to get their treatment 
because the reality is most 
people don’t look forward to 
coming to physical therapy.

“We’re pushing people,” he 
said. “We’re trying to help peo-
ple get better. Sometimes that 
means their muscles aren’t as 
strong as they need to be so we 
need to get them stronger.

“A lot of  the times it means 

they’re not as flexible as they 
need to be so we help them get 
more flexible,” Hurst said. “We 
find that the flexibility and the 
strength are really two of  the 
major components of  physical 
therapy. 

“So, we have a variety of  
techniques to help improve the 
range of  motion, the strength-
ening,” he said. “A couple 
of  the things that was not 
around, when I (had) physical 
therapy, that’s now a standard 
operating procedure or a part 
of  care is called dry needling 

Tammy Cheek 

Gregory Vess, left, Thrive Physical Therapy, physical therapy assistant, and Joseph Smith, clinic 
manager, stands beside the Class 4 Laser in Thrive’s Farragut location at 153 Brooklawn St., Suite 
153. 

Innovative technology 
helping patients ‘Thrive’

See THRIVE on Page 8A

Sprouts Farmers Market to 
open new store in Knoxville

n  	STAFF REPORTS 
	editor@farragutpress.com

Sprouts Farmers Market 
has announced it will open a 
new store in Knoxville, Friday, 
Aug. 29, at 9622 Kingston Pike, 
with doors opening at 7 a.m.

Through Sunday, Aug. 31, a 
variety of  activities will cel-
ebrate the grand opening. 

“A ‘pop-up party’ out front 
will give guests the chance to 
taste seasonal produce from 
the tasting bar, participate in 
a ‘guess the weight’ contest  
of  an oversized piece of  pro-
duce and more, a Sprouts 
press release stated. “These 
activities are fun for the whole 
family and will last all week-
end long.

“The first 200 shoppers 
on Friday and Saturday will  
receive a free, reusable  
goodie bag filled with special 
products and samples,” the  
release stated. “Plus, the first 

400 guests on Friday will re-
ceive a free, long-stem rose 
courtesy of  Falcon Farms Flo-
ral. 

“Inside the store, shoppers 
can taste new products while 
they shop from innovative 
brands at the Vendor Village,” 
the release added. “Giveaways 
and music throughout the 
weekend will also add to the 
festivities.”

Shoppers can receive 20 per-
cent off their purchase over  
the grand opening week-
end when they sign up for a 
Sprouts Rewards Account. 
Visit sprouts.com/rewards to 
join Sprouts Rewards. They 
can enter their phone number 
or scan their barcode in-store 
or shop online using promo 
code KNOXGO20.

“Sprouts Farmers Market is 
invested in serving the com-
munities where it operates,” 

Grand opening kicks off on Aug. 29

Photo submitted

See SPROUTS on Page 5A

LCUB networking

Tammy Cheek

Gerald Allison, left Rocky Top Air general manager/president, 
and SouthEast Bank branch manager Donovan Stapp enjoy net-
working during a Farragut West Knox Chamber of Commerce net-
working, hosted by Lenoir City Utilities Board at its 7698 Cree-
kwood Drive location in Lenoir City.

• Grayson Subaru re-
cently presented a check 
for $46,732 to Ijams Nature 
Center to continue its work 
to expand the Ijams Nature 
Playscape at Grayson Subaru 
Preserve and improve the 
Mead’s Quarry Lake swim 
area. The local retailer chose 
the nonprofit nature center 
as its hometown charity for 

Subaru of  America, Inc.’s 2024 
Subaru Share the Love event. 
From Nov. 15, 2024, to Jan. 2, 
2025, Subaru and its retailers 
donated a minimum of  $300 
for every new Subaru vehicle 
purchased or leased at partici-
pating retailers nationwide to 
several national charities and 

See BRIEFS on Page 5A
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breast cancer diagnoses. 
“Starting a business is a 

leap of  faith and has its own 
inherent challenges just to 
make all the decisions and get 
the doors open,” Burritt said. 
“For us, we had the added 
challenge of  dual cancer diag-
noses — I was recovering from 
surgery while we were still in 
the planning stages and then 
six weeks after we opened, 
Cheri was diagnosed.”

Both persevered person-
ally and professionally, with 
Burritt recently celebrating 
five years cancer-free, and 
Euphoric Cheese Shop ex-
panding next door to its West 
End Center location by adding 
Sparrow Wine Bar two years 
ago — which had its own chal-
lenges.

“Construction required us 
to close the cheese shop longer 
than expected,” Intveld noted. 

The long-time friends had a 
dream to open their own busi-
ness for many years before 
deciding on Euphoric Cheese 
Shop, then the pandemic crys-
talized their business model.

“While we were in the 

dreaming phase, COVID was 
happening, and it emphasized 
the importance of  spending 
time with people you love, and 
we saw that cheese and char-
cuterie were this great way for 
people to connect,” Intveld re-
called. “We both have experi-
ence in the gourmet food world 
and have always appreciated 
the creativity and diversity 
within food.”

Also, “Cheese became a thing 
because Amy’s parents owned 
a cheese shop in Asheville and 
she learned from them and re-
ally enjoyed the experience 
and thought it would be a great 
fit for Farragut.”

They were right.
“We’ve really been blessed 

with a community that has 
come up around us,” Intveld  
said. “It’s been fun to get to 
know people, [and] be part of  
their routines and celebra-
tions.”

In turn, “we try to use our 
business as a way to serve the 
community,” she added. “We 
do fundraisers to support dif-
ferent non-profit organiza-
tions [such as Breast Connect], 
and we also try to support and 
work with other small local 
businesses to help keep our 

community strong.”
In their case, they both see 

that being women in the busi-
ness world has contributed im-
mensely to their success.

“Our mission is to love ev-
eryone who walks through our 
doors,” Burritt said. “I think 
if  you can impact one per-
son’s day by taking the time to 
listen and care, that effect is 
multiplied when they go back 
out the door and leave feeling 
heard and loved.”

“There’s more than one way 
to run a business, and often-
times the feminine traits of  
caring and service can be un-
dervalued; but in our business 
it’s a high priority and I think 
that’s part of  why we’re suc-
cessful,” Intveld added. “When 
you embrace who you are and 
the strengths you have, you 
find greater satisfaction in op-
erating your own business and 
hopefully find success.”

As far as advice for women 
thinking of  opening their own 
businesses, Intveld suggested: 
“Build a support community 
for yourself  of  people of  whom 
you can ask questions, in dif-
ferent areas of  expertise, like 
taxes, legal issues, construc-
tion, HR. Do as much of  the 

Euphoric Cheese Shop owners Amy Burritt, left, and Cheri Intveld

work ahead of  time as you 
can with creating your vision, 
having a business plan and 
knowing what your mission is. 
Scouting other business that 
do what you want to do is a 
great way to learn. We visited 
a lot of  other specialty shops 

and cheese shops to help us 
craft our vision.”

Overall, “know that you’ll 
encounter obstacles,” Burritt 
said. “Just keep moving for-
ward and use your resources 
to create solutions so you don’t 
get stuck.”

Women
From page 4A

it stated. “It works with lo-
cal Tennessee farmers, such 
as Southern Valley Fruit and 
Vegetable Inc., to source local 
produce. 

“Through Sprouts’ Food 
Rescue program, this store 
will donate groceries that 

are no longer fit for sale but 
remain perfectly edible and 
nutrient rich to the Second 
Harvest Food Bank of  East 
Tennessee,” the release stated. 

The West Knoxville location 
will be open daily from 7 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. For more infor-
mation and to sign up to win 
the pre-opening gift card, visit 
sprouts.com/knoxville.

Sprouts
From page 4A

a hometown charity chosen 
by each retailer.

• National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious 
D i s e a s e s 
r e c e n t l y 
aw a r d e d 
a two-year 
$ 4 2 3 , 5 0 0 
grant to 
C o l l e e n 
J o n s s o n , 
PhD, di-
rector of  
R e g i o n a l 
B i o c o n -
t a i n m e n t 
Laboratory at University of  
Tennessee Health Science 
Center for a project that could 
lead to a novel treatment for a 
viral infection that spreads to 
both humans and animals. 

Briefs
From page 4A
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LOUDON COUNTY

presents

For more information about the Loudon County Chamber of Commerce, please visit loudoncountychamberofcommerce.com or call 865.458.2067

See BOYD on Page 7A
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Golfers, get out your clubs. 
Loudon County Chamber of  Commerce once 

again is holding its annual Loudon County 
Chamber of  Commerce Golf  Tournament 2025, 
beginning with a shotgun start 9 a.m., Thurs-
day, Sept. 18, at Avalon Golf  Club, 700 Turnber-
ry Circle, Lenoir City. 

“This is a great opportunity to have many of  
our members come together for a day of  fun to 
benefit a very important program of  the Loud-
on County Chamber of  Commerce,” Cham-
ber president Rodney Grugin said, adding the 
event has been occurring since the formation of  
LCCC in 1988.

“It is a fundraiser, and the proceeds go toward 
funding our Professional Development Reim-
bursement Fund, which assists our members 
with their training and educational needs,” he 
said. 

In the tournament, “the top three teams are 
awarded monetary prizes,” Grugin said. “All 
par 4’s are set up as prize holes for closest to the 

pin, and one of  those holes is designated for the 
hole in one. A $10,000 prize is given for a hole in 
one.”

He explained the tournament’s format is 
“four-man best ball,” and it is a co-ed tourna-
ment.

“We can have up to 30 four-person teams,” 
Grugin said. 

The cost to play is $500 a team or $125 per 
player.

Making the event possible are: Title Sponsor, 
Goodson Brothers Coffee; Gift Sponsor, Outlaw 
Trailers; Hospitality Sponsor, Perimeter Roof-
ing; Gold Sponsor, Buckeye Corrugated, Fort 
Loudoun Medical Center, Lenoir City Utilities 
Board and SouthEast Bank; Silver Sponsors, 
United Community Bank, Centriworks, Resto-
ration 1 of  Knoxville and CleanSpark; Bronze 
Sponsors, United Way of  Loudon County, Peo-
ples Bank, Regions Bank and Graham and Cook 
Insurance. 

Registration for the tournament is open on-
line at www.loudoncountychamberofcom-
merce.com

For more information, call 865-458-2067. 

Get your clubs ready
Time for annual Loudon County Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament

Loudon County Trustee Chip 
Miller, left, and his wife, Joy, 

chat with Jason Faddis, Gran-
ite Business Solutions, during 
a Loudon County Chamber of 
Commerce After Hours event 

in Citico’s Restaurant at  
WindRiver, 2698 Oakum 

Court, Lenoir City, Tuesday, 
Aug. 12.

Tammy Cheek

Loudon County Chamber of Commerce After Hours

Food City officials are awarding $800,000 in contributions to 
area schools from their 2024-2025 School Bucks program. 
Company officials recently presented checks to Lenoir City High 
School ($2,782) and Lenoir City Elementary School ($3,239). 
Above, from left are, Lenoir City Elementary School assistant 
principal Dr. Ashlea Graves, Food City human relations coordi-
nator Marina Pointer and head cashier Evaliza Lee, and LCES 
principal Dr. Chad Lewis.

Photos submitted

2024-2025 School Bucks program

Loudon County Chamber of 
Commerce celebrated the 
opening of its new office with 
a ribbon cutting at the office 
119 W. Broadway, Lenoir City, 
Friday, June 27. On hand to cut 
the ribbon, front row from left, 
were: Lenoir City Councilman 
James Brandon, City of Loudon 
Mayor Jeff Harris, state Rep. 
Lowell Russell, Chamber Chair-
man Stephen Wolfe (with scis-
sors), Loudon County Trustee 
Chip Miller, and attorney Har-
vey Sproul of Lenoir City.Tammy Cheek

Loudon County Chamber of Commerce is Open

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 	  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

What drives a Knoxville 
youth to be the first in his 
family to graduate college 
to launching businesses and 
leading University of  Tennes-
see as its 26th president? 

For University of  Tennessee 
president Randy Boyd, the in-
spiration and motivation came 
from his family and mentors 
along the way.

He remembered when his fa-
ther had a factory and thought 
Boyd’s attending college was a 
waste of  time. 

“But for me, there was a cer-
tain amount of  accomplish-
ment in achieving that degree, 
and it would mean something 
that my friends were going,” 

Boyd recalled. 
“I was lucky,” he said, add-

ing his father provided him 
a job so he could 
pay his own way 
through college.

Boyd graduated 
in three years, at 
age 19, finding it 
was cheaper to 
graduate early. 

“It was a trans-
formational experi-
ence — the friends 
I made, the things 
I learned, the men-
tors I’ve had … 
throughout life,” 
Boyd said. 

Those experiences included 
the support he received from 
his father to his Boy Scout 
master and his public school 

teachers to people on the 
boards he served. 

“I try to remember the 
places where we 
got started,” Boyd 
said. “Everything 
that we’ve become, 
everything we are, 
everything we have 
is a result of  peo-
ple who supported 
us, and so it just  
feels right to give 
back to people  
who have support-
ed us.

“If  we spend 
the rest of  our 
lives giving back, 

there’s no way we can give ev-
erything back,” he added.

Boyd instills inspiration, motivation

“Everything that 
we’ve become, 

everything we are, 
everything we 
have is a result of 
people who sup-
ported us ...”

~ Randy Boyd,
University of  
Tennessee President

University of Tennes-
see president Randy 
Boyd shares insights 
into the UT System 
and his motivation to 
succeed to 200 Loud-
on County Chamber of 
Commerce members 
and their guests.

Tammy Cheek
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Lenoir City businesses, place your ad on this special group page! Call 865-218-8878 for more information.

Helping senior 
homeowners 
stay in their 
homes longer

(865) 458-0704 • loudoncountyhabitat.org

ExploreExplore
L E N O I R  C I T YL E N O I R  C I T Y

ExploreExplore

Boyd
From page 6A
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865-591-1134  
109 E. Broadway Street
Lenoir City, TN 37771 
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HoneyBlossomBoutiqueLC

Since Boyd’s graduation 
from college, he has founded 
the Knoxville-based Radio 
Systems Corporation (now 
PetSafe Brands) in 1991. It is 
a company producing more 
than 4,000 pet-related prod-
ucts under the names PetSafe, 
Invisible Fence, ScoopFree 

and SportDOG. Additionally, 
he owns Boyd Sports, LLC., 
which owns six minor league 
baseball teams, including Ten-
nessee Smokies. 

In 2007, Boyd transitioned 
from entrepreneur and busi-
nessman to public servant as 
founder and chairman of  tn-
Achieves, a non-provit sending 
students to community college 
free of  tuition and other fees, 

and being invited by then-Gov. 
Bill Haslam to serve as special 
advisor on higher education, 
for when he was the architect 
of  Drive to 55 and Tennessee 
Promise. 

Since 2018, he has served as 
UT’s president. 

“This will be the greatest de-
cade in the history of  the Uni-
versity of  Tennessee,” he said. 
“Its big goal.” 

Boyd plans to increase en-
rollment, increasing the num-
ber of  veterinarian students 
graduating, expanding the vet-
erinarian hospital and double 
its research program, among 
other challenges.

He heads the entire UT sys-
tem, which includes campus-
es in not only Knoxville, but 
also Chattanooga, Pulaski, 
Martin, Health Science Cen-

ter in Memphis and Institute 
of  Public Service. The Knox-
ville campus also is comprised  
of  the Space Institute in Tul-
lahoma and statewide Insti-
tute of  Agriculture. The sys-
tem also manages Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory through 
its UT-Battelle partnership, 
where Boyd serves as chair-
man. 
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and Class 4 laser therapy.”
Although dry needling 

sounds painful, Hurst said the 
needles are so tiny that you 
don’t feel them. 

He watched the clinicians 
use dry needling on people 
who have TMJ, a condition af-
fecting the complex joints on 
each side of  the face connect-
ing the lower jaw to the skull, 
allowing a person to talk, chew 
and yawn. 

“A lot of  oral surgeons and 
dentists, especially in the 
Knoxville area, will refer out 
for physical therapy for some-
one who has TMD or TMJ,” 
Hurst said. “Their jaws are not 
opening properly.

“Part of  that treatment pro-
tocol is to help loosen up the 
muscles so your jaw can open,” 
Hurst said. “One of  the main 
ways to do that is through dry 
needling. What happens is 
when you insert that needle 
and send a signal, it disrupts 
the brain, telling the muscle to 
fire, and it disrupts it enough 
to release (the muscle), so the 
muscle relaxes.” 

Regarding another condi-
tion the clinic treats, neuropa-
thy, the clinicians have created 
a program using Class 4 laser 
therapy. 

“It’s not offered by all physi-
cal therapists,” Hurst said. “It 

is an investment.”
Gregory Vess, physical ther-

apy assistant at the Thrive 
location in Farragut that  
recently won a farragutpress 
Readers’ Choice Award, wrote, 
researched and developed  
the program to treat neuropa-
thy.

“We’re doing more research 
on it,” Vess said. It’s becoming 
more popular so we’re getting 
more studies. 

“(The Class 4 laser is the 
most powerful laser you can 
purchase on the market right 
now,” he said. 

Hurst said laser therapy in-
creases the speed of  the heal-
ing process. 

“It would target inflamma-
tion; it would target wounds to 
help a wound heal quicker,” he 
added. 

“It has programs that are 
embedded in it,” Vess said 
about the laser. “One of  those 
is the peripheral neuropathy 
program. 

“It’s new,” clinic manager 
Joseph Smith said about the 
program. “We have, probably, 
the most comprehensive pro-
gram definitely in the area, I’d 
say in the Southeast, if  not in 
the country. 

“We’ve worked really, really 
hard on the science and trying 
to figure out how to best help 
each patient,” he said. “Greg 
was the one that kind of  cre-
ated the program for us, so 

were really super proud of  the 
program.”

Peripheral neuropathy, most 
often caused by numerous con-
ditions but most commonly 
diabetes, exposure to cancer 
treatments, excessive alcohol 
use and Agent Orange, causes 
burning or numbness, tingling 
and intense pain in their hands 
and feet, Vess explained.  

“Basically, your nerve end-
ings, deep down in your feet 
and your hands, will start to 
degenerate and causes a lot of  
pain,” he said. 

Hurst observed people suf-
fering from peripheral neu-
ropathy “tend to lose hope that 
the symptoms will improve, so 
they kind of  settle for ‘this is 
just my life now.’” 

Often, “That’s the message 
they receive from their physi-
cian,” Vess added. “These pa-
tients are losing their quality 
of  life.”’

However, the Class 4 laser 
program, along with vitamin 
B supplements, can improve 
the condition by slowing down 
or stopping the progression of  
the disease and treat the symp-
toms “so that the patients can 
have a better functioning life,” 
he said.

Thrive Physical Therapy’s 
Farragut clinic is open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday and closed Saturday 
and Sunday. 

For more information or to 
book an appointment, call 865-
412-2347. 

Thrive
From page 4A

Tammy Cheek 

Gregory Vess, Thrive physical 
therapy assistant, treats a pa-
tient’s peripheral neuropathy 
using the Class 4 Laser.
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Admirals 42, Colt Brooker, and other Ads make a tackle. 

n	 KEN LAY 	  
	 Correspondent

Jefferson City – Despite 
seeing his team suffer a seem-
ingly lopsided loss, Farra-
gut High School coach Geoff 
Courtney was upbeat after 
viewing the film of  the Admi-
rals’ season opener.

“We brought the kids in to-
day and we watched the film, 
and after seeing it and digest-
ing it, we see some things that 
we can build on,” Courtney 
said Sunday after the Admi-
rals dropped a 27-7 decision to 
Sevier County Saturday night 
at Carson-Newman Univer-
sity. “I thought we did some 
good things, but we just didn’t 
do enough of  them to win the 
game against a very good foot-
ball team.

“We had several guys who 
played pretty well, but we just 
didn’t play well enough to beat 

a team like Sevier County.”
Saturday night’s contest 

was the first annual First-
Bank Classic, and the Smoky 
Bears are the defending Class 
5A state champions, and they 
opened the season by notching 
their 16th consecutive victory.

Farragut managed to score 
one touchdown, and that came 
midway through the fourth 
quarter when Corbin Hobson 
connected with Max Garfield 
on a 19-yard touchdown pass.

But, the Admirals had their 
chances.

“We moved the ball well and 
we ran the ball well but we just 
couldn’t get the ball in the end 
zone, and we didn’t do well on 
third and fourth down,” Court-
ney said. “They were like eight 
or 9-for-11 on third dawn and 
we were 1-for-11 on third down.

“They were a physical team 
but I think we were more phys-
ical than they were at times.”

Hobson finished 15-for-29 
through the air as he amassed 
149 yards and threw one touch-
down pass. Garfield had six re-
ceptions for 80 yards and one 
score. Nathan Jacobs was the 
Admirals’ leading rusher, to-
taling 40 yards on 10 carries.

Defensively, Connor Parris 
recorded 15 tackles, including 
seven solo stops to lead the 
way for Farragut.

The Admirals struggled  
in their opener and things 
won’t get any easier this week 
as they play another top Class 
5A team.

Farragut will play its home 
opener Friday night as Pow-
ell makes a visit to Bill Clabo 
Field. Kickoff is slated for 7 
p.m.

The Panthers, who reached 
the second round of  the play-
offs last season before losing to 

Carlos Reveiz, carlos@crfoto.com

Courtney upbeat after 
Admirals season opener loss

See FHS FOOTBALL on Page 2B

Warriors tame Lions

2024 no more, Lady Bulldogs open 2025 with a shutout

n	 KEN LAY 	  
	 Correspondent

Knoxville – Concord Chris-
tian School played its first 
TSSAA-sanctioned football 
game in nearly a decade last 
week.

And things didn’t go quite 
the way the Lions would have 
liked as they dropped a 24-7 de-
cision to Christian Academy 
of  Knoxville in a game that 
began Friday night at Warrior 
Stadium but had to be conclud-

ed Saturday afternoon as it 
was suspended due to inclem-
ent weather.

The game was halted with 
nine minutes, 29 seconds re-
maining in the third quarter 
with the Warriors holding a 
24-7 lead.

But, Concord (0-1) had just 
made a big play as fresh-
man defensive back Dasani 
Moulden intercepted a pass 
from CAK’s Seaton Moffett 
in the end zone and returned 
it the length of  the field for a 

touchdown. After Pedro Sabat 
kicked an extra point, light-
ning brought the game and 
the Lions’ momentum to a 
screeching halt.

“Football is a game of  mo-
mentum, and we had the mo-
mentum at that point, the 
point when the weather came 
in; but then it came in and we 
had to come back today,” CCS 
coach Steve Matthews said. 
“We competed well and we did 

See CAK/CCS on Page 2B

Concord’s first TSSAA game in nearly a decade

n	 KEN LAY 	  
	 Correspondent

Knoxville – The 2024 season 
ended on a bitter note for the 
Bearden High School girls soc-
cer team.

The Lady Bulldogs came 
up just short of  winning their 
fourth consecutive Class AAA 
state championship when they 
lost in a penalty kicks shootout 
to Germantown-Houston.

Bearden began last week 
what it hopes is a long journey 
back to the state tournament.

The Lady Bulldogs won their 
first three matches of  the 2025 
campaign, shutting out all of  
their first three opponents, 
including the defending Class 
AAA state champion Lady 
Mustangs.

The season began Wednes-
day, Aug. 20, when Bearden 
hosted Knoxville Catholic 
(which was coming off a sea-
son-opening victory against 
Oak Ridge) at Turner-Allender 
Field.

The Lady Bulldogs opened 
the new campaign with a 5-0 

victory over the Lady Irish, 
who were short-handed due to 
injury.

KCHS (1-1), however, proved 
to be a formidable foe early as 
it kept the Bulldogs at bay be-
fore the Lady Bulldogs broke 
through with a goal when Madi 
Bowlin took a pass from Jayla 
Blue and promptly put into the 
back of  the Catholic net in the 
18th minute.

Blue, one of  the area’s top 
scorers, had two assists in the 
match and the University of  
Tennessee commitment, strug-

gled to find her shooting touch 
as she fired several shots wide 
of  the net, hit the crossbar on 
one scoring opportunity and 
clanked another off the goal-
post.

But, she was perseverant and 
resilient. She picked up a sec-
ond assist when the Lady Bull-
dogs extended their advantage 
to 2-0, when Lauren Downey 
buried a shot in the back of  the 
net in the 35th minute.

Blue, however, was frustrat-
ed, but it was Lady Bulldogs’ 
longtime head coach Ryan 

Radcliffe, who offered words of  
encouragement for Blue after 
the match.

“We know that Jayla is go-
ing to be marked and we know 
that she’s going to be double-
and-triple teamed, and the big-
gest thing I told her was not to 
get frustrated,” Radcliffe said. 
“We missed a lot of  shots but 
I think a lot of  that was that 
it was our first game and they 
had already played a game, but 
we’re going to have to get it fig-

n	 BILL HOWARD	  
	 Correspondent

Friday night brought the 
usual excitement that ac-
companies any new football 
season, as Hardin Valley 
Academy kicked off the 2025 
campaign at home against 
Karns High School.

Mother Nature, however, 
was a rude guest, not only 
delaying the start by an 
hour, but washing out the 
second half, which had to be 
played Saturday.

The Hawks took it all in 
stride, rolling up a 38-12 half-
time lead and winning 45-25.

“I’m just proud of  our 
guys,” Hawks’ coach, Tyler 
Wynn, said. “Our core values 

are resiliency, investment, 
selflessness, effort. Extreme-
ly excited and proud of  these 
guys who have bought into 
what we are doing.”

The Beavers struck first, 
taking a 6-0 lead when quar-
terback Austin Slover hit 
Weston Ritter  for a 21-yard 
score on the game’s opening 
drive. 

HVA came right back to 
lead 8-6 when, after Becks 
Allen ran the kickoff back 
65 yards to the KHS 20 and 
quarterback Riley Matz 
took it in from the six on the 
drive’s fifth play.

On the first play of  the en-
suing drive, the Beavers fum-

n	 BILL HOWARD	  
	 Correspondent

It was a volleyball match be-
tween two teams whose coach-
es are the best of  friends. 

“He’s my brother,” said An-
dre Alves, coach of  Farragut 
High School’s team, of  Brent 
Carter, coach of  visiting Knox-
ville Catholic High School. 
“We coached together for eight 
years. We’re always pushing 
each other. I’m really happy 
for his team.”

Monday night in the Lynn 
E. Sexton gymnasium, Carter 
got the best of  his “brother,” 
as KCHS took the non-district 
match two sets to none. Alves 

was impressed with Carter’s 
girls.

“He has a shot at winning 
(the) state (tournament),” 
Alves said. “He’s got all the 
horses. They are really, really 
talented.”

“We just had more attacking 
in the end that scored more 
points,” Carter said. “Love 
coming in here and being 
across from Andre.”

Catholic led 4-1 in the first 
set, before the Lady Admirals 
ran off five straight to lead 6-4. 
Four of  the five points came on 
the powerful serving of  fresh-
man Megan Frana. 

See BULLDOGS on Page 2B

See HAWKS on Page 2B

Strong start for Hawks

See BROTHERS on Page 2B

Catholic defeated Farragut 25-18, 25-19
‘Brothers’ teams battle

Tony Christen

Lady Irish’s Nora James, 2, digs to return an Admirals volley.

2020th
AnniversaryAnniversary

2005-2025
865.675.3474

info@waycoolhvac.com | www.waycoolhvac.com

Serving Farragut and 
West Knoxville since 2005
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the Smoky Bears, opened their 
2025 campaign at home against 
Anderson County last week in 
a game that was suspended 
due to inclement weather and 
subsequently declared no con-
test.

Powell, which fell behind 18-
0, was down 18-7 when the con-
test was halted. Quarterback 
Deuce Rodgers was injured 

against the Mavericks and his 
status for this week wasn’t 
known at press time.

But, Courtney knows 
coach Matt Lowe and the  
Panthers will provide a steep 
challenge.

“They’re a good physical 
football team and Matt always 
wants to run,” Courtney said. 
“We always look forward to 
playing them.

“We always look forward to 
playing these types of  games.”

FHS Football
From page 1B

some good things for our first 
time out, but we just made too 
many mistakes to win.”

CAK got off to a fast start, 
scoring on its first possession. 
The Warriors took the opening 
kickoff and were methodical 
as they marched 63 yards on 
11 plays and consumed nearly 
seven minutes. Moffett capped 
the drive with a 28-yard touch-
down pass to Gabriel Link-
ous. Bennett Jelks added the 
extra point, making the score, 
7-0, with five minutes, 21 sec-
onds remaining in the opening 
frame.

CAK (1-0) extended its ad-
vantage to 14-0 when senior 
running back Ryan Gibson 
scored on a touchdown run 
from 3 yards out early in the 
second stanza.

Jelks, who kicks, plays wide 
receiver and defensive back for 
the Warriors, made some key 
defensive plays and was a per-
fect 3-for-3 on his PAT’s, closed 
the scoring with a 32-yard field 
goal with 1:17 left in the second 
stanza.

The game was completed 
early Saturday afternoon, a 
special day for the Jelks fam-
ily. Kelly Jelks, an assistant 
athletic director at CAK, was 
celebrating her 50th birthday. 
She’s Bennett’s mother. After 
the game, coach Chad Speck 

led the Warriors in a rendition 
of  “Happy Birthday,” as they 
basked in the glory of  their 
season-opening victory.

Bennett Jelks had a solid 
performance against Concord.

“He had a great game for 
us,” Speck said of  Jelks. “This 
was a big win for us against a 
very good, very physical foot-
ball team.

“These were very difficult 
circumstances. We got sus-
pended last night and answer 
early this morning and I’m 
pleased with the way that the 
kids and the coaches respond-
ed. This was a big win for us, 
and we’re extremely blessed 
to have the opportunity to 
play and develop young men 
through this great game of  
football.”

Bennett Jelks also was 
pleased.

“It feels great to have this 
kind of  game on my mom’s 
birthday,” he said. “This was a 
good win for us against a phys-
ical team.

“But we had to come out and 
be the more physical team.”

Gibson closed out the scor-
ing in the contest with a short 
TD run late in the third frame.

Next up: The Warriors will 
host Heritage Friday, while 
Concord Christian will play 
Mt. Juliet Christian at Blan-
kenship Field in Oak Ridge.

Kickoff for both contest is 
slated for 7 p.m.

ured out pretty quickly.”
Brooklyn Major made the 

score 3-0 when she scored in 
the 49th minute.

In the end, five different 
Lady Bulldogs scored against 
Catholic, but the last two 
markers of  the match came 
from Tyler Roth in the 61st 
minute and Blue in the 65th 
minute.

Roth, who was a top offensive 
weapon in 2023 for Bearden be-
fore missing the 2024 campaign 
with a knee injury, played her 

first high school game in two 
years and made an impact 
against the Lady Irish.

Friday, the Lady Bulldogs 
made a trip to Chattanooga 
and they knocked off Hous-
ton, 3-0, avenging the loss in 
the 2024 state championship 
match.

Blue, Roth and Cali Motley 
scored Bearden’s goals against 
the Lady Mustangs.

Saturday, the Lady Bulldogs 
notched a 2-0 victory over Hen-
dersonville in Chattanooga as 
Roth and Blue found the back 
of  the net against the Lady 
Commandos.

CAK/CCS
From page 1B

Bulldogs
From page 2B

bled, and HVA was right back 
in business on Karns’s 33. On 
second down from the three, 
linebacker Samuel Mann took 
the quick snap and plowed 
in from the three. Mann then 
scored the two-point conver-
sion, and HVA led 16-6 with 
7:16 left in the first. 

The Beavers cut it to 16-12, 
but then became their own 
worst enemies. An intercep-
tion led to a 28-yard touchdown 
run by HVA’s Levi Amey and a 
24-12 lead. On its next posses-
sion, KHS set up for a punt. 

The snap went over the 
punter’s head and into the end 

zone. The Hawks’ defensive 
end Andrew Perkins fell on it, 
and with 6:18 left in the half, 
HVA led 31-12.

A 61-yard TD bomb from 
Matz to Brody Lamb with 3:18 
left completed the dominant 
first half. Halftime brought – 
again – the rain and lighting, 
necessitating the second-half  
postponement. 

“I would have stayed til two 
in the morning,” Wynn said. 
“When you get things rolling 
and get those juices flowing, I 
think that’s where we were.”

If  the Beavers had any 
ideas of  staging a comeback 
Saturday, the Hawks quick-
ly squelched them. On first  
down on the opening drive 

from the KHS 49, Chance 
Sharp took the handoff, went 
left, broke tackles and went all 
the way to the end zone. Bare-
ly two minutes into the half,  
HVA led 45-12.

KHS scored twice in the sec-
ond half, but it was too little, 
too late. “We know we’re bet-
ter, but we got a long ways to 
go,” Wynn said. “I’d like to see 
a little bit better in the second 
half.”

The Hawks ran for 210 yards, 
spread among a bevy of  backs. 
Matz threw for 71 yards and a 
touchdown in the first half.

“We’ve worked hard all off-
season,” Matz said. “It’s gonna 
show all season long.”

Hawks
From page 1B

First Bank gives to Admirals

FHS AD, coach Dodgen, 
and principal, Dr. Bartlet, 
accept a check from First 
Bank for playing in the 
“Kickoff Classic.”  The 
money will go directly to 
the FHS football program.

Carlos Reveiz, carlos@crfoto.com

The teams then traded points 
to a 13-all tie; but from there, it 
was all KCHS. The Lady Irish 
won 12 of  the final 16 points 
to win the set, 25-17. Three of  
Farragut’s four points came 
on serving errors by Catholic.

KCHS jumped out to a 6-2 
lead in the second set, but 
three in a row by FHS made 
it 6-5. KCHS led 16-12 but then 
won four straight to lead 20-12. 
The match seemed all but over.

The Lady Admirals then 
won five of  six to hang in, 21-
17; but Catholic won four of  
the final six points to take the 
set 25-19.  

“I tried to find weaknesses, 
and my girls executed really 
well,” Alves said. “This could 
have been really ugly; we could 
have lost in single digits.”

“I think we played very well 

against them,” Frana said. “I 
feel like we played as a team 
and really fought. Even though 
it didn’t end like we wanted it 
to, it was still good.”

“The future’s very bright for 
that kid,” Alves said of  Frana.

Reese Goodson led FHS in 
kills with three. Madison Kup-
ferer had seven digs, and Fra-
na had four aces. Goodson and 
Katharine Cabaniss each had 
three blocks.

“Overall super pleased, su-
per proud of  the girls,” Alves 
said. “Be back here ready to go 
Thursday.”

Farragut hosts Webb School 
of  Knoxville Thursday night.

Brothers
From page 1B

Tony Christen

Lady Admirals ran off five 
straight to lead 6-4. Four of 
the five points came on the 
powerful serving of freshman 
Megan Frana.

 PLAYERS OF THE WEEK
 TATE INSURANCE GROUP  presents

 6423 Deane Hill Drive • 862.8233
www.tateinsurancegroup.com • scott@tateinsurancegroup.com

Game Cancelled
for inclement weather

 BEARDEN

Jake Johnson
OL-DL, Sr.

CONCORD FARRAGUT

Connor Parris
LB, Sr.

Ryan Gibson
RB-LB, Sr.

CAK WEBB

Shavar Young
WR-DB, Sr.

CATHOLIC

Chaz Smith
WR-DB, Sr.

Samuel Mann
LB-RB, Sr.

HARDIN
VALLEY
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Register now for fall Register now for fall 
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Celebrating 10,000 students tutored since 2004!

CARPENTER & LEWIS PLLC
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING & BUSINESS LAW

• Wills, Trusts &
Estate Planning

• Probate and Settling Estates

• Business Law and Contracts

• Corporations and LLCs

Let us help you.

www.CarpenterLewis.Com

10413 KINGSTON PIKE

SUITE 200
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37922

690-4997
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and achieving results in a

prompt, cost-effective manner.
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Second Harvest prepares for
Hunger Action Month with 

Kickoff Breakfast
n 	TAMMY CHEEK 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut West Knox, Loud-
on County and Blount County 
Chambers of  Commerce are 
gearing up to co-host Second 
Harvest Food Bank of  East 
Tennessee’s 4th Annual Hun-
ger Action Month Kickoff 
Breakfast from 7:45 to 9 a.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 28, at the food 
bank office, 136 Harvest Lane, 
Maryville. 

Open to the public, the event 
is sponsored by Vicki Williams 
of  Movement Mortgage, Casey 
Mynatt  with City Wide Fa-
cilities Solutions, Aaron Crecy 
with Junk Galaxy and Daniel 
Monday, owner of  Slamdot. 
There is no cost to attend.

“Second Harvest is honored 
to work alongside this pas-
sionate group of  community 
activists who are leveraging 
their time, voices and circles 
of  influence to raise aware-
ness of  the impact hunger has 
on our neighbors across East 
Tennessee,” said Kristi Rule, 
chief  development officer for 
Second Harvest. “Our mission 
is to lead the community in the 
fight against hunger, and this 
event ignites the community 
to help us maximize our ef-
forts.

“This high-energy network-
ing breakfast, fueled by great 
food, fellowship and a shared 

mission, encourages attendees 
to bring jar(s) of  peanut but-
ter, a pantry staple in high de-
mand,” she said. “Every dona-
tion directly supports Second 
Harvest’s mission to provide 
food to children, seniors and 
families across 18 East Ten-
nessee counties.

Rule said the kickoff break-
fast started four years ago 
through an informal conversa-
tion between Williams, Crecy 
and Val Privett of  Beacon In-
surance Advisers.  

“Knowing that Second Har-
vest promotes Hunger Action 
Month (in September) each 
year, these Hunger Action He-
roes wanted to motivate the 
community to get engaged 
with us through hosting local 
food drives and collecting pea-
nut butter — a protein super 
food — to stock our shelves 
for families who are unsure 
where their next meal will 
come from,” she said. “So, the 
Hunger Action Month Kickoff 
Breakfast was created.

“The initial event was held 
in the lobby outside Movement 
Mortgage’s office on Lovell 
Road in partnership with Far-
ragut West Knox Chamber,” 
Rule recalled. “Since then, the 
annual networking event has 
grown in supporters — pre-
senting sponsors, Chambers 

Brandy Pearson shows a few of the 
items Saving Grace sells to raise funds 
to keep its program free to women. 

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Saving Grace Women’s Home repre-
sentatives from the Knoxville location 
are selling as a fundraiser to support 
its mission to help women in need.

 “Our mission is to help women out 
of  abuse, addiction, homelessness and 
any kind of  other issues,” said Brandy 
Pearson, intake coordinator for Saving 
Grace’s Tennessee location.

She explained it is a free, 12-month 
discipleship program. 

“Saving Grace is a faith-based 
(501(c)3 organization,” Pearson said. 
“We teach and preach the word of  Je-
sus Christ. It’s all about God and where 

He has brought us. He’s the one who 
brings us out of  these messes that we 
get ourselves in.”

According to its website, its purpose is 
to “provide women with an effective and 
comprehensive Christian faith-based 
solution to life-controlling problems. 

“By applying biblical principals, it is 
our belief  that people with life-control-
ling addictions can become mentally 
sound, emotionally balanced, socially 
adjusted, physically well and spiritu-
ally alive,” it stated.

“To keep it free and funded, we fund-
raise,” she said. “We make these wood 
plaques —all kinds of  different ones 
— we make goat milk soap, soy candles 
and other items to sell.

To find out more about Saving Grace 
and its products, visit savinggracewh.
com or call 865-368-9547.

“We don’t charge the ladies anything, 
no monthly fee,” Pearson said. “We 
cover everything, whether it’s food, hy-
giene items — if  they don’t have fami-
lies to help with those kind of  things. 

“We get a lot of  donations from peo-
ple,” she said. One example of  that 
support is an organization called Bags 
of  Hope “and they recently gave us all 
kinds of  things.”

Saving Grace was founded in 2015 in 
Houston, Texas, and expanded to other 
operations, such as Knoxville, which 
started in 2022. 

Previously located in Teen Challenge, 

Saving Grace is on mission 
to support women in need

See BREAKFAST on Page 7B

“Saving Grace took over this location 
about four years ago,” Pearson said. 

“We don’t put our address out there 
because we do have women coming out 

FPS first day for the 2025-26 year

Farragut Primary School’s kindergartners through second-
graders rode and walked to their first day of  school for the 2025-
26 year on Thursday, Aug. 7. 

Volunteer “Papa” Jake Kreis, who has been helping young-
sters out of  their cars for 12 years now, observed more parents 
are walked their children to school on Aug. 7. He started volun-
teering at FPS when his grandson was attending the primary 
school, and while the grandson has moved on to higher grades, 
Kreis continues helping at FPS because he loves to see the chil-
dren as they arrive at school.

Above: Mom Taylor Key with, from left, second-grader Molly Key, 
kindergartner Sutton Key and third-grader Easton Key
Above left: Mia Corkery with son, Ezra, a first-grader
Left: Second-grader Charlotte Jetton poses for a first day photo.

See SAVING GRACE on Page 7B

communitybriefs
• Volunteer drivers are 

needed to provide one-on-one 
transportation assistance to 
Knox County seniors and people 
with disabilities. Volunteers 
will drive them and provide as-
sistance at their destinations. 
Program vehicle and gas are 
provided. Contact 865-673-5001 
or vat@cactrans.org.

• The 10th University of 
Tennessee Arboretum Soci-
ety Annual Butterfly Festival 
will be held on Saturday, Sept.  
6, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at UT 

Arboretum Auditorium and 
surrounding grounds, 901 S. Il-
linois Ave. in Oak Ridge.  

Activities include the UT In-
sect Zoo, two butterfly tents, 
educational speakers, children’s 
activities, local artisans, food 
trucks and dulcimer music.

Co-sponsored by the UT For-
est Resources Research and Ed-
ucation Center, this educational 
event is designed for children 
and adults of  all ages.

For more information, go to 
www.utarboretumsociety.org

REGISTER TODAY 
TO WIN

 $ $200200  
from participating

Farragut businesses.
For more information go to 

www.shopfarragut.com

in Gift Cards 
and Prizes

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1

Photos by Tammy Cheek
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SPONSORED BY:

Summer Highlights 
    and Community Fun

Photos submitted

Y Group Hike hiked Meads Quarry and Y Group Hike hiked Meads Quarry and 
Ross Marble trail at the IJAMS Nature Center.Ross Marble trail at the IJAMS Nature Center.

The Davis Family YMCA was full of  energy this summer, and we loved seeing our commu-
nity come together! As families settle into the new school year, we hope it’s off to a fantastic 
start for everyone.

One of  our favorite traditions continues to be Family Game Nights, giving families the 
chance to unplug, laugh, and enjoy time together. These evenings bring joy and connection, 
reminding us how important it is to share simple moments with the ones we love.

We also made a splash with our Community Water Works event! This day was all about fun 
in the sun, featuring water activities for all ages. The smiles and laughter proved just how 
much our community loves coming together for active play and connection.

For those who love the outdoors, our Y Hikes program was a hit! Exploring East Tennes-
see’s beautiful trails alongside friends and neighbors created unforgettable memories and 
promoted healthy living beyond the walls of  the Y.

Thank you for making the Davis Y such a vibrant, welcoming place. We can’t wait for more 
adventures ahead! For upcoming programs, call us at 865-777-9622 or visit ymcaknoxville.org.

Above: Lennox and Cole enjoying 
their first...or second snow cone to 
celebrate summer!

Right: Water Works was the perfect 
way to cool off this summer!

Left: The Wad-
dell’s enjoy 
pizza, games and 
laughs together!  

Above: Noth-
ing like the 
great outdoors 
to bring family 
bonds closer 
together!  

Left: 
Zoologists in 
the making.

Left: 
Family Fun 
was had at 
Unplugged 
Family Game 
Night!

Right: 
Zoo Knoxville’s 

Zoo Mobile 
brought hands-
on animal edu-
cation and an 

up-close experi-
ence, including 
the chance to 
pet a friendly 

snake.



Looking to improve your 
swimming skills or take 
them to the next level? 

We’ve got something for everyone:
• 	Group Swim Lessons 
	 Perfect for beginners and intermediates!

• 	Swim Clinics 
	 Focus on technique and build confidence in the water.

• 	Swim Team Openings 
	 Join our competitive and fun team environment!

Dive Into Aquatics 
at the Davis YMCA! 

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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Davis Family YMCA
Farragut | 865.777.9622

YMCAKnoxville.org

Don’t miss your chance to make a splash Don’t miss your chance to make a splash 
this season at the Davis YMCA!this season at the Davis YMCA!

Explore all 
our aquatic 

offerings and 
register here:

Special Announcement!
We’re hosting an American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Certification Course on September 12–14. 

Spots are limited—
secure yours today 
and start your 
journey as a 
certified lifeguard!
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obituary
David Merle White, age 80, of  Far-

ragut, Tennessee passed away at home 
on Thursday, August 21, 2025 with his 
family by his side. David was born on 
May 7,1945 in Farragut, a community 
where he lived almost the entirety of  
his life. He was preceded in death by 
his parents (Sarah and Willie), all six of  
his siblings (J.W., Ed, Bob, Annie, Pat, 
and, Johnny,) and his precious daugh-
ter, Cheryl White Pryor. David is sur-
vived by his devoted wife of  59 years, 
Sandy, and their children, Angie White 
George (Chuck) and David Michael 
White. He is also survived by his son-
in-law, Robert E. Pryor, Jr. and wife 
Nancy; Grandchildren/step-grand-

children: Shelby Pryor Gillin (Stuart), 
Andy Pryor (Lizzie), Cameron Bloom-
field (Morgan), Cori Crocker (Yori), 
and Cliff Crocker; 
and multiple nieces 
and nephews and 
many close friends.

A fixture in the 
Farragut commu-
nity, David was a 
captain and All-
Knoxville League 
defensive end on an 
undefeated Farragut 
High football team 
in 1963. He graduat-
ed from Farragut in 
1964, the same year he and Sandy were 
named Mr. and Miss FHS. After marry-
ing Sandy, David worked as a machinist 
at Y-12 in Oak Ridge before embarking 

on a career in commercial and resi-
dential real estate development for the 
next forty years. In 2022 he was elected 
by the residents of  Farragut to serve 
on the town’s Board of  Alderman as a 
representative of  the South Ward. As 
an Alderman, David dedicated himself  
to protecting the town from overdevel-
opment and became an unwavering 
voice in the preservation of  its heri-
tage. During his career and community 
service David was known for his work 
ethic, dedication to his core principles, 
and extensive study of  the rule of  law. 
Although he experienced illness, loss, 
and tragedy in his personal life, he 
never showed his pain and approached 
each challenge with humor and quiet 
resolve. David was eager to reunite 
with his daughter Cheryl, who passed 
at the age of  31. In the wake of  her 

passing, David served as an example 
of  how to live life with an appreciation  
for each day and each person he loved. 
In his final days, he taught his fam-
ily and friends how to face death with 
courage.

A receiving of  friends will take place 
on Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at Click 
Funeral Home in Farragut from 5:00 
- 7:00 p.m. with a memorial service to 
follow. A graveside service for fam-
ily and close friends will take place at 
Berry Highland Memorial Cemetery 
(5315 Kingston Pike) at 11:00 a.m., 
Thursday, August 28, 2025. Pallbearers 
include, David Keck, Mike Tuell, Bill 
Hudson, Doug Horne, Cliff Crocker, 
and Steve Taylor. In lieu of  flowers, the 
family asks that you make a donation 
in David’s name to The FHS Education 
Foundation

David White

WorshipWorship PraisePraise&
 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 to place your ad in the farragutpress Worship Directory!

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

 ffumc.org/events

SATURDAY | 5:30P

SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m. 
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

 FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”

  209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 3 and up.

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services 

  
www.westgatechurchknox.com 

416 N. Campbell 
Station Road

Sundays @10:30 am 

God’s presence 
is real

God’s promises 
are true

Come and See!

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

Visit facebook.com/farragutpress

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 

in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN MEETING 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 at 6:00 PM

 WORKSHOP: Polco Presentation-5:00 PM • Beer Board Meeting-5:55 PM
I. Roll Call, Silent Prayer, Pledge of 
Allegiance
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Approval of Minutes
A.August 14, 2025
IV. Mayor’s Report
V. Ordinances & Resolutions
A.Ordinances
1.Second Reading & Public Hearing 
a.Approval of Ordinance 25-09, an ordi-
nance to amend the Farragut Municipal 
Code, Chapter 109 – Signs, to clarify 
when signs may be removed by property 
owners (Town of Farragut, Applicant)

2.First Reading
a. Approval of Ordinance 25-14, ordinance 
to amend Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Capital 
Investment Fund Budget, Passed by Ordi-
nance 25-10.
B. Resolutions
1. Approval of Resolution R-2025-13, 
Knox County, City of Knoxville, and Town 
of Farragut Multi-Jurisdictional Local 
Hazard Mitigation Plan (May 2025)
VI. Business Items
A. Approval of Bid and Award of Contract 
2026-10, Synthetic Ice Rink Rental and 
Service with Global Synthetic Ice (GSI)

B. Approval Of Professional Services 
Agreement with Civil & Environmen-
tal Consultants, Inc. (CEC) To Create 
Ordinance For Stormwater Utility and Fee 
Structure.
C. Approval of purchase and installation 
of Heating, Ventilation, and Air Condition-
ing (HVAC) units for Town Hall through 
State Contract Number 47454
VII. Citizens Forum 
VIII. Town Administrator’s Report
IX. Town Attorney’s Report

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Farragut will 
hold a public hearing on September 11, 2025, at 6:00 PM, 
at the Farragut Town Hall, 11408 Municipal Center Drive, to 
hear citizen’s comments on the following ordinance:

• Ordinance 25-14, ordinance to amend Fiscal Year 2025-
2026 Capital Investment Fund Budget, Passed by Ordinance 
25-10.

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

BEER BOARD MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, August 28, 2025 at 5:55 PM

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive 

I)  Call to Order
II)  Approval of Minutes
III)  Beer Permit
A) Approval of Class 1-On Premise Beer Permit for Tupelo 
Honey Hospitality Group, 126 Biddle Farms Blvd. 

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FMPC STAFF/DEVELOPER MEETING
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 9:00 AM

I) Discussion Items A) 9:00 Item
Discussion and public hearing on a plan of service for the 
annexation of a portion of
Parcel 007, Knox County Tax Map 151, Located at 424 N. 
Watt Road (Benjamin
Mullins, Applicant)
B) 9:30 Item
Discussion on a request to amend the Farragut Zoning Map 
for Parcel 007, KnoxCounty Tax Map 151, 424 N. Watt Road, 
from Agricultural (A) to Attached Single-
Family Residential (R-4), 48.38 acres with 29.58 acres in 
the Town of Farragut and 18.8 acres to be annexed into the 
Town (Benjamin Mullins, Applicant)
C) 10:00 Item Discussion on a request to amend the Future 
Land Use Map for Parcel 007, Knox County Tax Map 151, 
424 N. Watt Road, from Open Space Cluster Residential to 
Low Density Residential (3-6 Dwelling Units per Acre), 48.38 
acres with 29.58 acres in theTown of Farragut and 18.8 acres 
to be annexed into the Town (Benjamin Mullins,
Applicant)

203 HELP WANTED 700 VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV for SALE
2019 Thor ACE  30.2

22,400 miles
Bunkhouse, sleeps 6

$87,500 OBO
865-266-3704

HOUSEHOLD HELP
Work 5 hrs. per week

on Fridays. Laundry, simple 
food prep and kitchen tidying.

$20.00/hr. 
References needed.

865-474-0559   

To place your Classified ad in farragutpress please call 865-675-6397 or fax 865-675-1675.

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party	15 words	 $47/4 weeks
Commercial	 25 words	 $57/4 weeks
Each additional word	 25¢ per week
Display Ads	
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

000 LEGALS 000 LEGALS

000 LEGALS
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and attendees.
“The goal (of  the event) is 

simple,” she said. “We strive 
to inspire people to take action 
and raise awareness of  hun-
ger and food insecurity across 
East Tennessee. 

“The community can sup-
port our food bank’s campaign 
for advocacy throughout the 
month of  September using 
three critical factors:

• “Spread the word 
• “Volunteer with us at our 

Blount County facility or 
across the 18 counties we serve 
or 

• Host a food drive. 
Rule said 213,970 East Ten-

nesseans are at risk of  hun-
ger and uncertain from where 
their next meal will come.  

She added 50 percent of  
those East Tennesseans, on 
average, are “above the SNAP 
threshold, meaning they do 
not qualify for governmental 
assistance according to Feed-
ing America’s Map the Meal 
Gap Survey.”

“One in six children —50,460 
— are experiencing food inse-
curity based upon a recent re-
port from Feeding America’s 
Map the Meal Gap Survey,” 
Rule said.

“East Tennessee loses 10 
acres of  farmland per hour, 
negatively affecting food sys-
tems and availability of  lo-
cally sourced foods, according 
to UT Agriculture Extension, 
circa 2025,” she added. “In fis-
cal year 2025, Second Harvest 
Food Bank of  East Tennessee 
served a total of  2,343,048 peo-
ple through our hunger-relief  
programs.”

Founded in 1982, Second 
Harvest Food Bank of  East 
Tennessee is “leading the com-
munity in the fight against 
hunger across 18 counties — 
8,000 square miles,” Rule said, 
adding 95 cents of  every dollar 
donated goes toward its hun-
ger relief  programs. 

“In FY25, Second Harvest 
distributed over 27 million 
pounds of  food, including 7.3 
million pounds of  fresh pro-
duce, across our service area.”

Breakfast
From page 3B

Saving Grace
From page 3B

of  abuse and addiction,” she 
said. “We are in a regular house 
in a regular neighborhood.

To raise funds, “on Thurs-

days, we do what we call Busi-
ness to Business,” Pearson 
said. “We pick a city, we get 
what we can carry out of  our 
car, show up to different busi-
nesses, let people know about 
the program, first of  all, but 

also see if  they want to buy 
any of  our items.

Additionally, “we sit up a 
table outside of  (a department 
store) with all of  our items, 
and we sell them that way,” 
she said. 

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning 
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate, 
Personal Injury, Social Security Disability

Whitson  
Smith
Attorney

McDonald, Levy & Taylor

CARRIERS
NEEDED
The farragutpress currently has openings for 

Newspaper Carriers in Farragut and nearby areas.

Route A1 
(Fox Den area) 

400 • ($40 per week)

Route A3 
(Avalon)

280 • ($28 per week)

Route F 
(Concord Hills/Farragut Crossing area) 

770 • ($77 per week)

Route I 
(Old Concord/Wood Harbour area)

710 • ($71 per week)

This is a contract labor position. Must have reliable transportation, 
a valid driver ’s license and proof of insurance.

Newspapers are delivered to the farragutpress office on Wednesday by early afternoon and ready for 
delivery to begin. A map can be provided for persons interested in the weekly delivery. 

For more information, please contact Tony Christen at 
(865) 218-8872 or by email at production@farragutpress.com.

11863 K ingston Pike •  Farragut ,  TN 37934 •  865-675-6397 •  farragutpress .com

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block.......................$60/mo.
2 Block.....................$115/mo.
3 Block.....................$170/mo.
4 Block.....................$225/mo.
6 Block.....................$335/mo.
8 Block.....................$445/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

service directory

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

lawn & landscaping

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now for 
Free Summer estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

home repair & improvement

 ArmstrongArmstrong  
RemodelingRemodeling
865-315-0630865-315-0630
Licensed • bonded • Insured • ReferencesLicensed • bonded • Insured • References

Knoxville’s Home Knoxville’s Home 
Renovation SpecialistRenovation Specialist

Serving Knox and surrounding counties for over 21 years

 Home Additions and Remodeling from Concept to Completion

 20%off 
all 

services

 • Water Damage • Drywall • Additions • Kitchens • Masonry 
• Bathrooms • Decks • Fencing • Flooring • Plumbing 

• Carpentry • and much more!

 Free Design Consultation and Estimates

 No Money Down 
Financing Available
Follow Armstrong 
Remodeling on

Landscape Designs • Professional Installation
Exciting Outdoor Lighting • Bed Remodeling • Sod Installation

Top-notch Weeding, Pruning & Mulching • Leaf Removal

Reed Strozier • 865-258-1844 • www.dreamgardens865.com

miscellaneous 
services

Residential & Commercial

• Junk Removal
• Demolition
• Hauling

Ask about our discounts!
REED BACON
    Owner,  Operator

Text or Call 
865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

RANDY THE PAINTER
Celebrating 45 years in 2025

Commercial & Residential

Carpentry • Sheetrock
Check out our 5★ Google Reviews!

LICENSED & INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

865-522-3222
Cell - 865-455-5022 - Call or Text

rharvey9160@gmail.com
 randythepainterandcrew.com

Soft Wash System
We now offer 

roof, Sidewalk and 
Driveway cleaning

30% OFF 
all Interior & 

Exterior Painting

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2024

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

We do Home Improvement
Projects in addition to:

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

Serving Knoxville & the Farragut 
area for 29 years  FREE ESTIMATES  865-291-8434

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured

We take the Pain Out of painting!

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

The farragutpress is not responsi-
ble for errors in an advertisement if 
not corrected by the first week after 
the ad appears. This newspaper is 
not responsible or liable whatso-
ever for any claim made by an ad 
or for any of the services, products 
or opportunities offered by our 
advertisers. We do not endorse 
or promote the purchase or sale 
of any product, service, company 
or individual that chooses to ad-
vertise in this newspaper, and we 
reserve the right to refuse any/all 
advertising we deem inappropriate 
or unacceptable by our company 
standards.

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• FREE Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• 20+ Years Experience
• 5★ Rated
• No Job Too Small

Serving East Tennessee since 1974 Monthly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly   
Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 

Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-ConstructionLocally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee 
for over 50 years! 

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Mention this ad for
25% o�  first
monthly or 

quarterly pest 
control service.

Visit us on Facebook 

Residential & 
Commercial

Bush Hogging
Mulch & Rock

Delivery Available

LEAF REMOVALLEAF REMOVAL
FALL & WINTERFALL & WINTER

CLEAN-UPCLEAN-UP

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

 FATHER & SON LAWN CARE

Call Robin 865-705-3856 • Blake 865-963-8351

 A Complete Lawn Service
We Specialize in Mowing Large Properties

and Quality Lawn Maintenance

Make Appointments NOW For Fall
AERATION

We provide our aeration services with our 
own commercial ride-on aeration equipment

• Slit Seeding • Over Seeding • Fertilizing
Licensed & Insured

Do you have a unique 
business or service?
Advertise in the farragutpress 

service directory!
Call Linda at 865-218-8881
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Hardin Valley Academy 	 1-0	 45-25	 +20
Christian Academy of Knoxville 	 1-0	 24-7	 +17
Knoxville Catholic High School	 1-0	 20-6	 +14
Bearden High School 	 0-0	 0 	 0
Concord Christian School	 0-1 	 24-7 	 -17
Farragut High School	 0-1 	 27-7 	 -20
Webb School of Knoxville	 0-1 	 29-7 	 -22

School	 Win-Loss	 Points	 Net Difference

n	 KEN LAY 	  
	 Correspondent

The 2025 high school football season 
is under way and so is the chase for the 
farragutpress How the West was Won, 
which will be presented by Billy Hous-
ton Group, Realty Executives.

In Week 1, the weather might have 
been the big winner as Mother Nature 
played havoc with the slate of  games. 
Heavy rains pelted East Tennessee and 
thunderstorms caused delays and can-
cellations for area teams.

Defending champion Bearden was 
scheduled to play Knoxville West in a 
regionally televised rivalry game on 
Saturday. The game was called off due 
to inclement weather and declared no 
contest. It won’t be made up. The Bull-
dogs will head to Blount County this 
week to take on 10-time Class AAA 
state champion Alcoa. The Tornadoes 
won their opener against Maryville at 
home, 28-21.

In other places, 
things got crazy.

Hardin Valley Academy picked up a 
45-25 victory over geographical rival 
Karns. The game started Friday night 
and was suspended with the Hawks 
leading, 38-12 at halftime. The contest 

was concluded late Saturday afternoon 
with the Hawks avenging last year’s 
loss to the Beavers. Hardin Valley will 
be home this week as it plays host to 
Morristown East Friday night. The 
Hurricanes won their season opener, 
edging South Greene, 26-22.

Knoxville Catholic made the long 
trip to the Midstate and returned home 
after capturing a 20-6 victory over 
Riverdale in the one area game not 
hampered by the weather.

The Irish defense came up big as 
Chaz Smith had a pair of  intercep-
tions, including one he returned for a 
79-yard touchdown. Markise Witt also 
returned an interception for a score. 
Catholic will be on the road as it trav-
els to play Clinton to collide with An-
derson County on Thursday night. The 
Mavericks’ game at Powell was sus-
pended and declared no contest due to 
weather.

Christian Academy of  Knoxville 
opened its 2025 campaign on Friday 
night. The Warriors toppled Concord 
Christian School, 24-7, at Warrior Sta-
dium. The game was suspended in the 
third quarter and completed Saturday. 
Ryan Gibson had a pair of  scoring runs 
for the Warriors and Seaton Moffett 
lofted a touchdown strike to Gabriel 

HOW THE WEST WAS WON SCOREBOARD

Linkous. Bennett Jelks also kicked a 
field goal for the Warriors, who host 
Heritage Friday night. The Mountain-
eers’ season opener at Clinton can-
celed on Saturday and will not be re-
scheduled.

Concord Christian suffered a 24-7 
loss to CAK in its first TSSAA sanc-
tioned game in nearly a decade. Fresh-
man defensive back Dasani Moulden 
had the big play for the Lions. It came 
in the third quarter when he intercept-
ed a pass from Moffett and returned it 
100 yards for a touchdown. 

Concord will play Mt. Juliet Chris-
tian at Blankenship Field in Oak Ridge 
on Friday.

Webb School of  Knoxville came up on 
the short end of  a 29-7 decision against 
Upperman at David Meske Stadium. 
The game was shorted due to rain with 
Upperman declared the winner. The 
Spartans darted out to a 7-0 lead when 

Gage Porter threw a scoring strike to 
Shavar Young. 

But it was all downhill from there for 
Spartans, who will entertain Ashville 
School (NC). Asheville defeated Hayes-
ville (NC), 41-0, on Friday.

Farragut kicked off its season Satur-
day against defending Class 5A state 
champion Sevier County at Carson-
Newman University in Jefferson City. 
The Smoky Bears opened a 27-0 lead 
in the neutral-site tilt. The Admirals 
scored their lone TD of  the game when 
Corbin Hobson threw a 19-yard touch-
down pass to Max Garfield.

The game started late due to inclem-
ent weather. Farragut will make its 
home debut Friday as it hosts Powell 
at Bill Clabo Field. The Panthers had 
their game against Anderson County 
declared no contest after it was sus-
pended at halftime with the Mavericks 
leading, 18-7.

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Wiggs/jeremywiggs.com

Hardin Valley Academy’s #24, Chance Sharp, runs against Karns. The Hawks 
beat the Beavers, 45-25.

Photo courtesy of Carlos Reveiz/crfoto.com

Farragut High School’s #13, Anderson Glover, makes a great catch over the 
middle against Sevier County. 

2025 season off to 
a stormy start


