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Food Insecurity, Part 3 of 3

Helping alleviate the need

n 	Tammy Cheek 	  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut High School’s Flagship 
3140 Robotics team suffered from 
a devastating equipment loss the 
early morning hours of  Thanks-
giving Eve, Nov. 26, when its two 
sheds, which contained all its sup-
plies, burned to the ground. 

As such, the team is asking for 
community support of  its fund-
raiser to “replace our supplies be-

fore January’s build season begins 
and our lost storage sheds,” said 
Holly Barrett, the team’s co-coach. 

“The fire resulted in an estimat-
ed $15,000 worth of  robot-building 
materials, tools and supplies being 
destroyed,” robotics mentor Renae 
Feathers stated in a press release. 
“Many of  them [were] newly pur-
chased for the upcoming FIRST 
Robotics Competition build season 
that begins Saturday, Jan. 10.

“The sheds housed key materi-
als essential for students to de-
sign and construct their annual 
competition robot,” she stated. 
“Lost items include aluminum 
extrusion, polycarbonate sheets, 

plywood for bumpers, gussets, fas-
teners, 80/20 framing and other 
structural components used heav-
ily during the six-week build sea-
son. 

“Storage shelves and organiza-
tional systems were also destroyed 
in the fire,” Feathers added. 

“This is the most critical point 
of  our year,” Barretts said. “Our 
students have been preparing for 
months, and losing this inventory 
right before build season severely 
impacts their ability to prototype, 
build and compete. 

“We’re asking the community to 
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Flagship 3140 sustained an estimated $15,000 loss 
of robot-building materials, tools and supplies when 
its shed caught fire during the early morning hours of 
Nov. 26.

FHS Flagship 3140 suffers devastating loss
Team is asking for 
community support

Tammy Cheek

Emily Garbiras, 2, enjoyed meeting Santa during the 
Town’s Celebrate the Season in Farragut Community 
Center Thursday, Dec. 4.
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To help alleviate the 
food insecurities, Sec-
ond Harvest and local 
food pantries are pro-
viding such services as 
drive-through distribu-
tion days and other simi-
lar events.  

“Second Harvest 
would like to thank 
Stand Out for Good Inc. 
for supporting this holi-
day food distribution 
and PYA Waltman Capi-
tal for its continued as-
sistance as well,” said 
Marvin Figgins with 
Second Harvest. 

Another organization 
reaching out to help is 
United Way of  Greater 
Knoxville, which is pro-
ceeding with the distri-
bution of  $200,000 for 
food distribution and as-
sistance services.

Wednesday, “Nov. 12, 
Knoxville City Council 
unanimously approved 
Mayor Indya Kincan-
non’s emergency ordi-
nance to help support 
food assistance pro-
grams in the Knoxville 
area, allocating $100,000 
from the city’s unas-
signed fund balance to 
address critical food 
shortages in Knoxville,” 
a press release stated. 
“In turn, UWGK agreed 
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One of many individuals in need during a Second Harvest drive-through event. 
Second Harvest and local food pantries are providing such services as drive-
through distribution days and other similar events.  
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Students in the residen-
tial commercial construc-
tion classes at Farragut High 
School are not only learning 
a trade, they are also making 
an impact in the community. 
They are doing their part to 
provide shelter for homeless 

area veterans. 
Three classes have been 

working since August, build-
ing a 248-square foot “tiny 
home” — one of  two to be com-
pleted by school year’s end 
— just outside the bay door of  
their CTE building classroom. 
The houses are for “Operation 
Hero’s Hill,” which will offer 
20 tiny homes for veterans in 

an as-yet-unannounced Knox 
County locale.

“We have had 78 students put 
hands on the current house,” 
noted construction teacher 
Richie Patton, who has been 
guiding students through the 
process. 

“The students are getting 
hands-on experience with 
sheet rock, plumbing, electri-

cal, carpentry, H-VAC and ma-
sonry,” he added. “They also 
have the benefit of  being men-
tored by local companies who 
are experts in their field.

“They are getting real world 
experience, learning the basic 
trades and building relation-
ships with local contractors,” 
Patton said. “We have even had 
students become apprentices 

through these relationships.”
Seniors Jane Davanzo and 

Sam Souther, who both plan to 
pursue construction degrees 
in college, serve as teaching 
assistants for the classes and 
are two of  only five females 
working on the project.

“This project has helped me 

See FHS on Page 4A

FHS trade program making a difference for veterans
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Santa, games, crafts 
and a movie topped off 
some of  the fun families 
enjoyed at Celebrate the 
Season, a Town of  Far-
ragut event occurring 
in Farragut Community 
Center, 239 Jamestown 
Blvd., Thursday, Dec. 4.

About 250 to 300 at-
tended the holiday event, 
said Rachel Malone, 
Town recreation and 
event manager. 

“This will be the 32nd 
year for Celebrate the 
Season, which has al-
ways been a sweet event 
for families,” said Wendy 
Smith, Town communi-
cations manager. “But, 
it has evolved over the 
years, so it’s fun to re-
member what it was like 
before it moved from 
Town Hall to the Farra-
gut Community Center.

“Part of  the fun was 
coming into the rotunda 

Town celebrates  
the season

See TOWN on Page 2A
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KCSOpolicereports
• A Knoxville woman reported 

her Old Navy credit card was 
used fraudulently at a Farragut 
Walgreens for more than $500 
in merchandise, according to 
a Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
report. The woman told depu-
ties on Nov. 30 that her card was 
used for a $511.68 purchase at 
the Campbell Station Road lo-
cation before she could lock the 
card or alert her bank. 

The incident is linked to an 
earlier report in which her wal-
let, containing the same card, 
was stolen. The case was clas-
sified as misdemeanor credit or 
debit card fraud.

• Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
is investigating a reported theft 
and forgery involving a check 
stolen from the Farragut Post 
Office mailbox at Municipal Cen-
ter Drive. On Nov. 21, the com-
plainant’s bank contacted her 
about a suspicious $4,200 check, 
which had its payee altered. The 
woman confirmed the check was 
not valid, and the bank voided 
the transaction before any funds 
were lost. The complainant told 
deputies she had mailed mul-
tiple checks from the location 
in August and could not provide 
the original payee, amount or 
check number.

• A man is accused of  fraudu-
lently obtaining pain medica-
tion by impersonating a doctor 
and faking a medical condition. 
On Nov. 28, EMS transported the 
suspect to Turkey Creek Medi-
cal Center in Farragut, allegedly 
under the direction of  a caller 
posing as “Doctor Stevens.” The 
caller claimed suspect required 
admission for pain management 
ahead of  a surgery scheduled for 
the following Monday.

During the process, staff dis-
covered there was no such doc-
tor and no scheduled surgery. 
When questioned, the suspect 
admitted the story was false 
and asked to leave. He left the 
premises before the fraud was 
confirmed. The complainant, 
an ER charge nurse, said they 
later learned the suspect had at-
tempted the same deception at 
other hospitals in the area.

• On Dec. 2, 2025, Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies took a 
report from the branch man-
ager for a car rental company 
in Farragut. The manager re-
ported that customer had failed 
to return a 2025 Nissan Altima, 
Kentucky license plate N7M750, 
which had been rented through 
the Kingston Pike location.

According to the report, the 
suspect was supposed to return 
the vehicle Sept. 30 but contin-
ued the rental by making pay-
ments for an extension. The last 
payment was recorded Nov. 3. 
After that date, no further pay-
ments were received, and the 
car was not returned, prompting 
the rental company to request a 
motor vehicle theft report. 

• On Dec. 4, 2025, a complain-
ant reported that a company 
vehicle had been stolen from 
a field at North Hobbs Road in 
West Knox County. The com-
plainant said he parked the 
locked white 2010 Mitsubishi 
Fuso truck there on Nov. 24 
and noticed it missing when he 
passed by on Nov. 27. He told the 
Teleserve Unit he has the only 
keys to the truck, which is val-
ued at $30,000. A records check 
showed the complainant’s com-
pany listed as the lien holder, 
but the registered owner came 
back to a person unknown to the 
complainant. After being noti-
fied of  the registration discrep-
ancy, the detective advised the 
vehicle not be entered into NCIC 
until he gives further direction.

• A Knox County Sheriff’s 
Office teleserve report details 
a misdemeanor theft of  a de-
livered package from a Scenic 
Loop Way residence in Knox-
ville on Nov. 24, 2025. The victim 
reported on Dec. 4, 2025, a pack-
age containing a gray T-shirt 
with a dog face, valued at $28.95, 
was delivered to her home at 
1:14 p.m. while she was out of  
town. At about 5:06 p.m. that 
day, an unknown white female, 
about 5 feet 4 and 120 pounds 
with brown hair was seen on the 
victim’s Ring camera kicking 
the package away from the front 
door and stealing it.
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and seeing the decorations,” 
Smith said “In addition to the 
big tree, there were garlands 
along the railing on the second 
floor, and the Farragut Middle 
School chorus typically per-
formed from the second floor, 
filling the rotunda with carols. 

“There was other entertain-
ment in the Board Room, and 
I especially remember the 
Farragut High School madri-
gal singers, who performed at 
Celebrate the Season for sev-
eral years,” she recalled. “The 
Bearden United Methodist 
Church Children’s Bell Choir 
was also a staple.

“At the community center, 
we have more space to spread 
out,” Smith said. “The kids re-
ally enjoy watching a movie 

and eating popcorn in the As-
sembly Hall; and this year, we 
tried out a hot chocolate bar, 
which would have been too 
messy for Town Hall. 

“The main attractions — 
photos with Santa, cookie 
decorating and kids’ crafts — 
haven’t changed. That’s why 
so many families attend this 
event every year,” she added.

This year, the fun started 
as they entered the door, 
where the hot chocolate bar 
was located. Children could 
dress up their hot chocolate 
with marshmallows, whipped 
cream and even sprinkles. 
Town staff and volunteers also 
provided popcorn for a movie 
the youngsters would see later. 

In the large assembly room, 
children and families sat next to 
Santa for a photo opportunity. 

 “He comes to the event every 

year,” Allyson Lall said about 
her 11-year-old son, Max. “He 
loves it.”

While children waited for 
their turn with Santa, they had 
an opportunity to make a craft 
in the room as well.

Then, families could move 
over to the large classroom, 
where the little ones could 
decorate Christmas cookies. 
Sometimes they needed help 
from parents; other times, they 
simply wanted to eat the cook-
ie. All the while, volunteers, 
such as Bill Craddick and Dot 
LaMarche, were on hand to 
provide the cookies and deco-
rating ingredients.  

The gym also was active 
with children playing games, 
such as corn hole, and writing 
letters to Santa. The assembly 
room also provided space for a 
holiday movie. 

Town
From page 1A

Alyssa Leicht, 10, and brother Jacob, 8, decorate cookies. 

Tammy Cheek

“I’m eating my cookie,” Teddy 
Nower, 2, exclaimed after he 
decorated the confection at 
Farragut’s Celebrate the Sea-
son in Farragut Community 
Center Thursday, Dec. 4. Chil-
dren had a chance to decorate 
cookies, make crafts, watch a 
movie and have a photo taken 
with Santa.
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so much [to prepare me] for 
college,” Souther said. “I want 
to go into residential construc-
tion, and it has been really 
helpful.”

“We have done just about ev-
erything on the house, except 
the roof,” said Davanzo, add-
ing, “It has really been a bless-
ing to be part of  something 
bigger than ourselves.”

“These kids get to see one 
small act can change a life 
forever,” Patton said. “These 
78 students have touched that 
life. Their legacy will live on 
past us.” 

The instructor, who has 
taught at Farragut for the last 
six years under the 865 Acad-
emy residential commercial 
construction pathway, said his 
students “are pretty much a 
family. The relationships they 
have with each other, and that 
I have with them, continue 
even after graduation.

“I’ve told them it’s my job 
to open doors for them, but it 
is their job to walk through 
them.

“I’ve also told them it doesn’t 
cost a thing to be nice, and they 
are seeing every day that they 
can change the world in some 
aspect.”

The project itself  has 
reached beyond the doors of  
the construction classes.

“We’ve had students from all 
over the high school wanting 
to be part of  this project even 
without taking the class,” Pat-
ton said. “It just shows how 
much passion these kids have 
to help.”

And, “the best part is the kids 
can see the construction [field] 
is not going anywhere, and 
they are making an impact,” 
he said. “We [Knox County 
students] are the first to do 
[Operation Hero’s Hill] in the 
country. If  we can really show 
it works and involves students, 
we can make it go national.” 

Many collaborators are mak-
ing Operation Hero’s Hill a re-
ality.

Rhonda Smithson, commu-
nity engagement coordinator 
in the office of  Knox County 
Mayor Glenn Jacobs, said 
Farragut is one of  six Knox 
County Schools’ Career and 
Technical Education pro-
grams — along with the Knox 
County Detention Center and 
the Skilled Trades Academy 
Regional Training Center — 
building houses for “Opera-
tion Hero’s Hill,” an initiative 
of  Knox County Mayor Glenn 
Jacobs to provide homes for 
the 140 veterans experiencing 
homelessness in the county.

“Championed by Knox 
County Mayor Glenn Jacobs, 
Operation Hero’s Hill is a 
transformative initiative dedi-
cated to ending veteran home-
lessness by providing safe, 
stable and dignified housing 
for those who have given much 
in defense of  our country,” 
a Knox County press release 
stated.

Standing on property desig-

nated for the project, Jacobs 
stated in a video, “this prop-
erty will be transformed into 
a community for veterans who 
need a little more help finding 
a home of  their own.

“Operation Hero’s Hill  will 
consist of  20 tiny homes, a 
laundry facility, a gathering 
place and a computer lab,” he 
said. “The really cool part is 
the homes are being construct-
ed by Knox County Schools 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion students. 

“Thanks to so many great 
partnerships, these students 
will spend the school year 
working with mentors and 
trade experts to build their 
construction skills and their 
workforce readiness,” the 
mayor said. 

Knox County government 
has partnered with KCS, the 
START Center and The Asso-
ciated General Contractors of  
Tennessee, Knoxville region, 
along with contractor D.R. Hor-
ton, Angelic Ministries and nu-
merous other community part-
ners and businesses to make 
Operation Hero’s Hill a reality.

At Farragut, Patton said 
contracting assistance has 
been provided by Steve Pat-
ton of  Grace Electric, LeAnn 
Fritts of  Interstate Mechani-
cal, Brett Craig of  George W. 
Reagan Co., Scott Green from 
the Lee Company and Gordon 
Hines of  A.G. Hines Corp. 

One overall financial spon-
sor partner is Realtor Julia 
Hurley, owner and principal 
broker of  Just Homes Group 
in West Knoxville.

She serves on the advisory 
board for Farragut 865 Acad-
emy, “which is overseeing the 
Farragut builds,” she said, and 
also “serves on the board of  the 
Association of  General Con-
tractors, Knoxville, which were 
brought in by the Knox County 
Mayor’s Office to be the con-
necting force for the builds.”

Additionally, Hurley is a 
member of  Women in Con-
struction, which is “pushing 
a focus for women in the con-
struction industry,” she said, 
pointing to the leadership of  
Davanzo and Souther.

Hurley made a recent visit to 
FHS to see progress on its first 
“tiny home.”

“I’ve been through a bunch 
of  new builds, and this looks 
really good,” she said.

Hurley said she sees this 
project as a harbinger of  what 
could be accomplished region-
ally and beyond. 

“This project is opening the 
door to see Knoxville create a 
national educational program 
while also serving the veter-
ans community,” she said. 

Hurley added that once the 
build is completed at Farragut, 
“we will also be sponsoring an 
open house for the family of  
the students and the local com-
munity to tour them and learn 
all about it.”

For more information about 
Operation Hero’s Hill, visit op-
erationheroshill.com or e-mail 
to OperationHerosHill@knox-
county.org

Michelle Hollenhead

Farragut High School residen-
tial commercial construction 
teacher Richie Patton, right, is 
pictured with FHS seniors and 
teaching assistants Jane Da-
vanzo, left, and Sam Souther, 
in front of the first of two “tiny 
homes” students are building 
as part of Knox County’s Op-
eration Hero’s Hill.

FHS
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help us rebuild so the students 
don’t lose their season,” she 
added.

To recover from the loss 
and replenish essential mate-
rials, Flagship Robotics has 
launched a fundraising cam-
paign with a goal of  $15,000. 

Funds will be used to replace 
robot-building materials, field-
element lumber, polycarbon-
ate, aluminum and other re-
sources needed for the student 
team to stay on track for com-
petition,” Feathers stated. 

Community members 
wishing to support Far-
ragut Robotics can donate 
at: https://www.givebacks.
com/causes/22250da9-431c-
4 7 d d - 8 3 f e - f 2 d 1 0 5 6 9 b d 3 d /
campaigns/1809ca949acd25

For additional information, 
contact Barrett at team3140@
gmail.com

Barrett said the team is us-
ing a Givebacks account, in-
stead of  GoFundMe, because 
“The GoFundMe takes a per-
centage out of  the funds via 
the credit card transaction and 
Givebacks does not.  

“Farragut Robotics is part 
of  the international FIRST 
Robotics Competition, which 
challenges high-school stu-
dents to build industrial-qual-
ity robots, solve engineering 
problems and develop leader-
ship and teamwork skills,” 
Feathers stated. “The program 
prepares students for STEM 
careers and fosters innova-
tion, creativity and commu-
nity involvement.”

Barretts said the lower 
building mainly contained 
wood the team used for mak-
ing prototypes when inves-
tigating robotic solutions to 
whatever tasks its robot needs 
to perform.  

“We also use wood to make 
field elements (game pieces) 
that our robot interacts with 
during a competition,” she 
said. “With the competition 
different each year, we never 
know what we will need to 
make and continue to save the 
larger pieces each year for that 
purpose.  

“The upper building mainly 
contained our materials we 
make the robot(s) from, pri-
marily aluminum extrusion 

(tube stock) and polycarbon-
ate sheets, which we cut and/
or bend to protect our bot or 
for funneling game pieces,” 
Barretts said. “All the polycar-
bonate and aluminum are now 
gone. The fire was hot enough 
that some of  the aluminum 
actually melted and, if  not 
melted, the heat damaged the 
structural integrity of  the rest 
to the point that we can no lon-
ger use it.  

“Now, aside from the cost  
of  replacement, the companies 
that supply all the teams are 
often out of  stock at this time 
of  year, so finding the same 
replacements may be difficult 
in time to have for our build 
season, which starts in early 
January and runs through 
March with competitions  
ending in early May,” she said. 
“Our first competition is in  
the middle of  March, at the 
Smoky Mountains Regional, 
so we need to have a robot  
designed, built, programmed 
and have practice time before 
then.  

“That’s a daunting task 
considering we are always 
building from the ground up 
and not allowed to use past ro-
bots,” Barretts said. “No one 
knows what the competition 
will consist of  until the video 
release on Jan. 10.  

“At that time, all teams 
worldwide (more than 3,700 
teams) will learn at the same 
time and will then be racing 
to get a viable robot ready for 
competition,” she added. 

“We are now trying to as-
sess what we still have, exactly 
what we will need and where 
it is still in stock and get it 
ordered,” Barretts said. “The 
remainder of  the materials, 
which we lost, will also be re-
placed, but the urgency is for 
what is needed for the immedi-
ate season build. 

“The local FIRST commu-
nity, consisting of  other Knox 
County teams, such as Hardin 
Valley Academy (Rohawktics), 
South Doyle High School (SoK-
no Robo), Webb High School 
and Oak Ridge High School 
(Secret City Wildbots), have 
all reached out to us and may 
be able to help us, and we ap-
preciate the great community 
that FIRST embodies — co-op-
ertition, teams helping teams 
be their best,” she said.

to match funds, resulting in 
a total of  $200,000 to support 
food assistance services.

Currently, “Second Har-
vest distributes  about 436,000 
meals a week  across East  
Tennessee,” Second Har-
vest senior marketing and 
creative strategist Jon Rice 
said. In fiscal year 2025, “we 
distributed more than 27 
million pounds of  food (or  
22.7 million meals) through 

our 18-county service area. 
That works out to about  1.9 
million meals per month, or 
436,538 per week.

“Each month we serve on the 
order of  195,000 people on av-
erage,” he said. “These meals 
are delivered via partner food  
pantries, mobile drive-thru 
distributions, area schools, 
senior-serving programs and 
nutrition classes.

“Our goal is to keep an am-
ple supply of  food in our ware-
house for our pantry partners 
and food distribution pro-

grams year-round, but spikes 
in need sometimes strain our 
inventory,” Rice said. “For 
example, we activated a con-
tingency plan to deal with 
sharply rising demand due to 
the government shutdown. 

“With the support of  our 
community, we were able to add 
extra shelf-stable food to our 
holiday meal boxes, send addi-
tional staples to area food pan-
tries and create emergency food 
boxes for families who stopped 
by our Maryville facility in 
need of  groceries,” he said. 

Helping
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This is a commentary ex-
pressing appreciation for the 
Town Board of  Farragut, in 
seeing through the completion 
of  the new pickleball courts 
off of  Watt Road at the MBLP. 
We wish the pickleball play-
ers all the best in their new 
location. These new courts are 
specifically designed facilities 
and yes, whether one plays the 
game, or not, players have the 
right to enjoy the pursuit of  a 
game that affords camaraderie 
and exercise. 

But the point is this; de-
spite Town officials receiving 
criticism, whether justified or 
not, we, as residents should 
feel more than a little posi-

tive regarding the Board’s ac-
tion in mitigating a problem 
that no one really saw com-
ing. For this, we give appre-
ciation, especially to the for-
mer vice mayor who went to  
great lengths to see what the 
problem with noise was over 
in the McFee area. Thanks 
also go to the mayor and alder-
men in place at the time when 
the decision was made to put 
Farragut resident’s well-being 
to the forefront. The new de-
sign that the BOMA approved 
for the newly completed  
pickleball courts appears effi-
cient, and the Parks & Rec direc-
tor who diligently oversaw an  
effective, dedicated facility 

within reasonable cost param-
eters.  

Finally, this serves as a good 
lesson as the Town moves 
forward; when new plans for 
public facilities, parks, walk-
ways and the like are just 
ideas on the drawing board, 
can we seek input from those 
with long-term vision? Advi-
sory boards using residents  
in adjacent subdivisions 
would serve to give us a deeper  
local insight. Farragut is fill-
ing in; its open spaces are 
dwindling; any changes in the 
future will mean more resi-
dents will be affected, their 
opinions are very valuable and 
needed.

presstalk
865-671-TALK (8255) or editor@farragutpress.com

Website: 2RC.tv | Phone: (865) 777-2121

HARRISON LANE CAMPUS
275 Harrison Ln., Lenoir City, TN 37772

Christmas Eve Services: 
1:30P | 3:00P | 4:30P | 6:00P

BEARDEN CAMPUS
315 S. Mohican St., Knoxville, TN 37934

Christmas Eve Services: 
 3:00P | 4:30P

As an investor, you will always need to deal with risk of  some kind. How can you man-
age the risk that accompanies the volatility of  the fi nancial markets? The answer de-
pends somewhat on where you are in life.

When you’re starting out … If  you’re early in your career, with 
perhaps four or fi ve decades until you retire, you can likely aff ord 
to invest primarily for growth, which also means you’ll be taking 
on a higher level of  risk – because risk and reward are positively 
correlated. But, given your age, you will have time to overcome the 
market downturns that are both inevitable and a normal part of  in-
vesting. Still, even at this stage, being over-aggressive can be costly.

When you’re in the “middle stages” … At this time of  your life, 
you’re possibly well along in your career and working on at least 
a couple of  fi nancial goals, such as saving for retirement and your 
children’s college education. You’ll want to begin adjusting the bal-
ance in your portfolio between assets with higher growth and those 
with lower growth since there will be progressively less time to re-
build losses. You’ll need to decide on the balance between risk and 
growth that’s right for you.

When you’re a few years from retirement … You may have already  
achieved some key goals – perhaps your children have fi nished college and you’ve paid 
off  your mortgage. As a result, you may have more money available to put away for re-
tirement. Growth still matters because your retirement could be 25 or 30 years long, and 
you’ll need investments that can keep up with infl ation. But you’ll also need investments 
designed to help provide for your income needs in retirement and provide more stability. 
Also consider reducing your exposure to higher risk investments and instead consid-
er investing more in stable dividend-paying stocks,government and investment-grade 
bonds, and cash.

When you’re retired … Once you’re retired, you might think you should take no risks at 
all with substantial assets held in cash. However, you could spend two or three decades 
in retirement, so you may need some growth potential in your portfolio to stay ahead of  
infl ation. A more balanced mix between equities and fi xed income is generally appro-
priate. Establishing a withdrawal rate that’s appropri-
ate for your lifestyle and projected longevity can help 
reduce the risk of  outliving your money. Of  course, if  
there’s an extended market downturn during any time 
of  your retirement, you may want to temporarily lower 
your withdrawal rate.

Managing investment risk is a lifelong process that 
evolves with your goals, responsibilities and time hori-
zon. While you’ll look for balance among your invest-
ments based on your life stage, having a balanced and 
diversifi ed portfolio doesn’t fully protect against a loss.

Still, aligning your strategy with your stage of  life 
can help navigate market volatility and stay on track 
toward long-term success while avoiding emotional in-
vestment decisions. The key is staying informed and 
making intelligent choices that refl ect your current in-
come needs and future aspirations.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should 
consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Managing risk at different stages of life

ADVERTORIAL

Cory J 
Gerlach 

Financial Advisor
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businessbriefs

Rendering courtesy of Turner Homes

The Farragut community soon will see a new building in place of the FirstBank building at 11820 Kingston Pike, as Turner Homes has acquired the property and is 
moving its offices from 11543 Kingston Pike, in front of Village Green shopping center, to a new office at the 11820 Kingston Pike location. 

n 	Tammy Cheek	  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Turner Homes is moving down the 
street to a new office in Farragut.

This month, the company will relo-
cate from its current location at 11543 
Kingston Pike to 11820 Kingston Pike.

“We couldn’t be more excited about 
our new office and what it means for 
our company and over 100 employ-
ees,” Turner Homes President Andrew 
Fraser said. “The space is designed 
to bring our teams together in a way 
that strengthens collaboration and  
reflects the culture we’ve worked hard 

to build.”
Fraser said the company is pleased to 

remain in Farragut, “a community that 
has supported our growth and been 
such a big part of  our story.”

Turner Homes will be joined in the 
new space by affiliated companies that 
work together to create an integrated 
home-buying experience: Clouds Rest 
Development, a land development com-
pany; Woody Creek Realty, a brokerage 
and property management company; 
and Fortress Title, a title company.

Erin McCarty, Turner Homes mar-
keting and communications director, 
said the current office is about 2,100 

square feet, while the Woody Creek  
Realty office is 1,000 square feet. The 
new office, which will house both com-
panies and the other affiliates, is 7,440 
square feet.

“We will be out of  our current space 
by the end of  December and hope to 
move directly to the new office,” she 
said. “We’ll add finishing touches after 
the New Year and plan to hold an open 
house in the spring.”

McCarty said the company has been 
searching for office space to accommo-
date the combined growth of  its affili-
ated companies.

“When evaluating the new location, 

our design and build teams saw its 
potential to become the work environ-
ment we envisioned,” she said.

The space was intentionally designed 
to foster collaboration, with areas for 
teams to plan, brainstorm and work to-
gether, McCarty said. Multiple confer-
ence rooms will support both small and 
large group meetings.

The location also offers outdoor 
space for company-wide gatherings 
and events. Patio tables will provide ad-
ditional outdoor workspaces, and new-
ly added garage doors along the back 

See TURNER on Page 7A

Turner Homes relocates to larger Farragut office
New location to be shared by affiliated companies

• Rather & Kittrell in Farragut 
recently announced the hiring 
of  Nathan Miller as an associ-
ate advisor. Miller will be work-
ing with existing RK advisors to 
help clients make informed deci-
sions with their money. 

Miller joined Rather &  
Kittrell this month and gradu-
ated from University of  Ten-
nessee with a degree in finance  
and a minor in economics.  
While at UT, he was selected  
to participate in the Torch Fund, 
a highly competitive experien-
tial learning program where 
students manage real invest-
ment portfolios. 

Before joining RK, Miller 

worked for an RIA, which is 
headquartered in New York, 
gaining experience supporting 
client relationships and the fi-
nancial planning process. He is 
a Knoxville native and graduate 
of  Farragut High School. 

• Loudon ALIVE recently 
announced the city of  Loud-
on has been awarded a multi  
year $84,000 Levitt AMP grant, 
with matching funds commit-
ted by the City of  Loudon, to  
bring a brand new, free outdoor 
music series to Tate & Lyle Per-
forming Arts Amphitheater in 
Loudon Municipal Park in 2026, 

See BRIEFS on Page 7A

The staff of David’s 
Abbey Carpets & 

Floors, 10853 Kings-
ton Pike in Patriot’s 

Corner, were treated 
to an appreciation 

luncheon in the Farra-
gut store Wednesday, 

Dec. 3.

Laura Sayers

David’s Abbey 
luncheon

 

CARRIERS 
NEEDED

The farragutpress currently has openings for 
Newspaper Carriers in Farragut and nearby areas.

Route A1 
Fox Den/Baldwin Park 

area 
400 • ($40 per week)

Route A3 
Avalon

subdivision
280 • ($28 per week)

Route D
Andover Place/

Wyndham Hall area 
942 • ($94 per week)

Route E 
Village Green/

Stonecrest area
866 • ($86 per week)

This is a contract labor position. Must have reliable transportation, 
a valid driver ’s license and proof of insurance.

Newspapers are delivered to the farragutpress office on 
Wednesday by early afternoon and ready for delivery to begin. 

A map can be provided for persons interested in the weekly delivery. 

11863 Kingston Pike • Farragut, TN 37934 • 865-675-6397 • farragutpress.com

For more information, please contact 
Tony Christen at (865) 218-8872 or 

by email at production@farragutpress.com.

BU S I N E S S  SP O T L I G H T

Concord Christian School hosted its annual First Responders Day on Tuesday, November 
4th, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Farragut campus. The event brought together law 
enforcement offi  cers, emergency medical teams, and fi re service professionals to give students an 
up-close look at the world of  public safety.

K–12 students had the opportunity to explore interactive demonstrations and displays from 
several agencies, including the Knox County Sheri� ’s O�  ce Aviation Unit, Lifestar Helicop-
ter, KCSO K-9 Unit, Tennessee Highway Patrol, AMR Ambulance, and Rural Metro Fire 
Department. From helicopters and rescue equipment to K-9 demonstrations and patrol vehicles, 
students gained fi rsthand insight into the tools and training fi rst responders use every day.

First Responders Day was designed to both educate and inspire—helping students better un-
derstand the vital roles these professionals play in keeping communities safe, while also intro-
ducing exciting career paths in public safety and emergency services.

Concord Christian School hosts annual 
First Responders Day

Gene Hansen, Medic; Lauren Diane, AEMT Canine Deputy Ryan CollinsRural Metro fi re truck

Check out www.farragutpress.comCheck out www.farragutpress.com
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wall will bring in fresh air and 
natural light.

“These teams are in constant 
communication, so bringing 
them together in person will 
help streamline operations 
and create a more seamless 
experience for our employees, 
customers and partners,” Mc-
Carty said.

With operations in Knox-
ville and Chattanooga, Turner 

Homes builds more than 300 
homes each year. The company 
currently has homes available 
in eight local communities 
with additional communities 
in active development.

Home offerings range from 
attached townhomes to up-
scale, semi-custom single-
family designs. All homes 
are professionally curated by 
Turner’s in-house design team 
with customization options 
available for select precon-
struction purchases.

2027 and 2028.
In a show of  community spir-

it, Loudon County placed first in 
a statewide voting stage of  the 
Levitt AMP Grant Competition. 

“This achievement reflects 
the dedication of  residents, 
businesses and supporters 
who spread the word and cast 
their votes to bring live music 
to Loudon,” said Tammy Rob-
erts, a board member of  Loudon 
Alive. “We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who partici-
pated. Your voices made this vic-
tory possible.”

Beginning next summer, Lev-
itt AMP Loudon Music Series 
will transform the amphitheater 
into a gathering place with sev-
en to 10 free concerts each year, 
featuring diverse artists and 
genres. Families, friends and 
neighbors will be able to enjoy 

world-class performances under 
the stars — all at no cost.

“This exciting initiative is part 
of  Levitt Music Series Grants, a 
national program revitalizing 
public spaces through the pow-
er of  live music,” Roberts said. 
“Loudon joins five other Tennes-
see communities in a first-of-its 
-kind collaboration between the 
Levitt Foundation, the Tennes-
see Entertainment Commission 
and the Tennessee Departments 
of  Economic & Community De-
velopment and Tourist Develop-
ment. Together, these partners 
will bring up to 180 free concerts 
across Tennessee over the next 
three years.

“This is more than just con-
certs — it’s about creating a wel-
coming space where everyone 
in Loudon, and the region, can 
come together, celebrate our 
community and experience the 
joy of  live music,” said Jeff Har-
ris, the City of  Loudon’s mayor. 

Turner
From page 6A

Briefs
From page 6A

Andrew Vogel (with scissors) 
and wife Kari Vogel (with baby), 
owners of the home-based Oa-
sis Senior Advisors, with their 
3 ½-month-old daughter Mil-
lie, celebrated the launching 
of Oasis Senior Advisors with 
Farragut West Knox Chamber 
of Commerce members at a 
FWKCC-sponsored ribbon cut-
ting in Farragut Community 
Center Tuesday, Nov. 18. 

Tammy Cheek

Oasis Senior  
Advisors

Reef Coffee  
ribbon cutting
The Reef Coffee Shop owner 
Andrew Ingram (with scissors) 
is surrounded by supporters 
as he prepares to cut the rib-
bon in a Farragut West Knox 
Chamber of Commerce-spon-
sored event for the new coffee 
shop at 138 West End Ave., 
in West End Center, Tuesday, 
Dec. 2.

Glen Coleman 

East Tennessee’s Premier Full-
Service Real Estate Solution.

FARRAGUT OFFICE 10815  K ings ton  Pike  |  Knoxv i l l e ,  TN 37934

S I X  LO C AT I O N S  TO  S E RV E  YO U : 
Farragut • Bearden Hill • Lakeside •  Northshore • West Town • North

BUYING OR SELLING • 
WEʼRE THE 1111ʼS TO CALL! 

(865) 966-1111

From Our House to YoursFrom Our House to Yours

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS
From Our House to Yours

MERRY CHRISTMAS

SHARON PALMER 
REALTOR®

Cell: (865) 621-0202
sharonpalmer@wallacetn.com

Lindsay
Barlow

REALTOR, Broker
ABR, SRS, RENE, MRP, AHWD

(865) 405-8406

Tamy Wilson 
Realtor, ABR, SRS, 
Luxury Property Specialist

tamywilsonrealtor@
gmail.com

H� iday blessings 
to y�  and y� r family

865.322.7653 • Robinaggers@gmail.com

From my home to yours, 
wishing you a 
very Merry 
Christmas!

Warm wishes for a joyful season 
– and heartfelt thanks for the 

trust and friendships built this 
year. When a new address is 
part of your plans for 2026, 

I’d be honored to guide your 
next move.

DEBBIE 
YANKEY
Realtor®

Warm Holiday Wishes

Elena Yakubov  
Realtor®

865-244-5614 (mobile)
elena@wallacetn.com

Kristy Rucker, Realtor
865-378-8789
kristy.rucker@wallacetn.com

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

SAHEL NAIMY
Real Estate Broker

Cell: (865) 765-1961
sahel.naimy@wallacetn.com

http://soldbysahel.com/

Wishing You a 
Joyful Season & 
a Happy New Year

Deborah Saunders
Realtor

865-548-0952 | 
britchickagent@gmail.com

  Cherie Sydes
                 REALTOR®, ABR®

865-660-1074
www.CherieSydesKnoxville.com

CherieSydes@gmail.com

Christine L. Drimalla, 
Realtor, Broker

865-617-1477
christinedrimalla.com

christine.drimalla@wallacetn.com

Wishing Y�  a J� � s 
H� iday Seas� !

Bobby Sanford, Realtor
(865) 216-9888

Bobby@BobbySanfordGroup.com | www.BobbySanford.com

Courtney Sanford, Realtor
(865) 216-5577

Courtney@BobbySanfordGroup.com | CourtneySanfordHomes.com
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Tony Cox

Farragut’s Daniel Lanning rises for a fast-break layup against Hardin Valley Academy on Friday night. 
Lanning scored nine points as the Admirals rallied from a five-point deficit in the fourth quarter to 
defeat the Hawks, 69-62, in a rivalry matchup.

n	 Bill Howard 
	 Correspondent

It was a wild start to district play last Friday 
night for Farragut High School’s boys’ basketball 
team at Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium. 

Against 4-4A rival Hardin Valley Academy, the 
Admirals led until late in the third, lost the lead 
until late in the fourth, then managed a late surge 
to hang on for a 69-62 win.  

FHS coach JP Burris had praise for the youth-
ful, upstart Hawks. “Credit to them,” he said. 
“For them being a young team, they play so hard. 
They’re well-coached.”

“Credit to Farragut,” Hawks’ coach Andy Ar-
endt said. “They came back; our youth and inex-
perience showed up a little bit at the end.”

The teams traded baskets in the first quarter 
to a 14-all tie with 2:31 left in the period. The final 
five points – two layups and a free throw – went to 
Farragut, who led 19-14 after one.

HVA pulled to within two in the second – 25-23 
with 3:14 left – but consecutive threes by Dan Lan-
ning and Parker Lane gave the Admirals a 31-23 
lead with 2:13 to go.

Three free throws later, the Admirals’ lead was 
11, 34-23, but HVA scored the final five points of  
the half  to cut FHS’s intermission lead to six, 34-
28. 

A minute into the third, Farragut led 35-30. 
Then Kymani Smith took over.

Smith, a freshman guard, was unstoppable, 
repeatedly driving to the hoop and scoring 16 of  
HVA’s remaining 18 points in the quarter. His la-
yup with 1:08 left in the period gave the Hawks 
their first lead, 47-46. Down 49-46 with under a 

minute left. FHS scored the final four points to 
lead 50-49 after three.

He’s special,” Arendt said of  Smith. “He has 

n	 Bill Howard 
	 Correspondent

It was a battle of  unbeatens last Tuesday 
night when Farragut High School’s boys’ 
basketball team traveled to play Maryville 
High School.

Several times throughout the game it ap-
peared the Rebels - no longer a District 4-4A 
rival – would run the Admirals out of  the 
gym. But FHS hung in, and never stopped 
fighting.

In the end, the Rebels’ size – typified by 6-9 
post Luke Sigmund – was too much. Sigmund 
not only scored 24 points – 22 on layups or 
dunks – but was a defensive menace as well, 
in leading MHS to a 67-54 win. 

 “We have a team of  guys that aren’t gon-
na back down, they’re not gonna stop play-
ing,” FHS coach JP Burris said. “In the sec-

See ADMIRALS on Page 2B

See ADMIRALS FIRST on Page 2B

Admirals stay steady  
late to edge Hawks

Maryville hands  
Admirals first defeat

Tony Cox

Farragut’s Lilly Mullins elevates for a short jumper 
against Hardin Valley on Friday night. Mullins finished 
with seven points as the Lady Admirals defeated the 
Hawks 57-40 to open district play. Farragut improved 
to 3-4 overall and 1-0 in District 4-4A.

n	 Bill Howard 
	 Correspondent

In its District 4-4A 
opener last Friday night 
at Lynn E. Sexton Gym-
nasium, Farragut High 
School’s girls’ basketball 
team had a nice bounce-
back from its previous 
game three nights before.

In that game, the Lady 
Admirals mustered a 
mere 37 points in a loss 
to Maryville. Friday 
night against district foe 
Hardin Valley Academy, 
FHS put up 35 in the first 

half  alone en route to a 
comfortable 57-40 win.

“We used our depth 
a lot better,” Jason 
Mayfield said, Farra-
gut coach. “We haven’t 
played well the last two 
games. Practice was re-
ally good since Tues-
day and we came in and 
made some good shots.”

“The second quarter 
is what really got away 
from us,” said Lady 
Hawks’ coach Jennifer 
Galloway. “They got a 

Lady Admirals  
show more depth

n	Ken Lay 	  
	Correspondent

Knoxville — Despite 
watching his team notch 
an apparent lopsided 
win to open District 
4-4A play, Bearden High 
School boys basketball 
coach Jeremy Parrott 
made it perfectly clear.

The Bulldogs can play 
better and Parrott didn’t 
sound like a coach whose 
team kept its perfect re-
cord intact.

“I don’t know what to 
think about them some-
times,” Parrott said of  
the Bulldogs after they 
toppled Oak Ridge, 81-
55, Friday night before 
a spirited house in West 
Knoxville. “I just think 
we can play much better, 
and I’m not talking about 
the score, I’m just talk-
ing about the little things 
that we can do better.”

Bearden (8-0 overall, 

Bulldogs retain  
perfect record

n	Ken Lay 	  
	Correspondent

Knoxville — Bearden 
High School’s girls bas-
ketball team opened Dis-
trict 4-4A play on a win-
ning note late last week.

In doing so, the Lady 
Bulldogs exacted a little 
revenge against new 
league opponent Oak 
Ridge, which defeated 
them to win the Region 
2-4A Championship last 
season.

Bearden (7-1 overall, 
1-0 in the district) gave 
up the first basket of  the 

game but wasted little 
time seizing control of  
the contest on its way to 
capturing a 76-36 victory 
at Bearden.

After the Lady Wild-
cats’ Se’Quari Stewart 
scored the game’s first 
basket, Bearden close 
the opening frame on a 
22-7 run. And from there 
the Lady Bulldogs cruise 
into the win column in a 
truly dominant perfor-
mance in its sixth con-
secutive victory.

The Lady Bulldogs, 

Lady Dawgs exact  
payback on Wildcats

See LADY ADS on Page 2B

See BULLDOGS on Page 2B

See DAWGS on Page 2B

A COMMUNITY DESIGNED WITH YOUR LOVED ONE IN MIND

Assisted L iv ing |  Memor y Care |  Respite  |  Rehab

Visit our award-winning campus today!
(865) 777-9000 | WWW.NHCFARRAGUT.COM
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a chance to be the best player 
to ever play at Hardin Valley. 
We’re excited to coach him for 
the next four years.

“Smith played out of  his 
mind,” Burris said. “He was 
unreal.”

Five straight to start the 
fourth gave HVA a 54-50 lead. 
Twice in the period the Hawks 
led by five, the second time 59-
54 with 5:06 left. 

But over the next 3:41, the 
Admirals went on an 11-1 run 
– five by senior forward Reid 

Vining – and led 65-60 with 1:25 
left in the game. Smith’s layup 
made it 65-62 with a minute 
left, but Farragut closed it out 
with the final four points, all 
on free throws.

Vining led all scorers with 
20. Lane got 17 and Britton 
Lewis added 15. Smith had 18 
for HVA. 

“I’m proud of  our guys for 
staying resilient and getting 
over the hump, especially 
when we were down a couple 
of  possessions there in the 
fourth,” Burris said. FHS im-
proved to 6-1, 1-0.

lot of  second-chance opportu-
nities and were able to capi-
talize. We had a few untimely 
turnovers.”

Galloway’s observation 
about the second quarter was 
correct. After leading 13-9 at 
the end of  one, FHS (3-4, 1-0 
District) led 17-13 with 5:33 left 
in the second. Over the rest of  
the half, the Lady Admirals 
outscored HVA (3-5, 0-1) 18-2 to 
lead 35-15 at intermission.

In the run, Farragut got 

six from senior guard KJ Mc-
Nealy, a three-point play by 
senior wing Reagan Sheridan 
and three consecutive treys, 
the first two by junior guard 
Zoe Porter and the other by 
freshman wing Alorah Bra-
nam.

The Lady Hawks didn’t go 
away in the second half  – they 
outscored FHS by three – but 
the outcome was never in 
doubt.

A three-point play by post 
Audree Reihn cut the deficit 
to 14, 39-25, with 3:56 left in the 
third. But, Farragut promptly 

answered with a pair of  threes 
– by Lily Mullins and Porter – 
to regain a 20-point lead. The 
third ended with FHS leading 
47-31.

Down 19 in the fourth, the 
Lady Hawks ran off seven 
straight to trail by 12, 52-40, 
with 2:50 left; but they didn’t 
score again, and McNealy 
scored the game’s final five 
points, all on free throws. 

For the game McNealy 
scored 17; Sheridan added 11. 
Reihn scored 17 for HVA and 
was effective in the paint.

1-0 in the district) was able 
to avenge last year’s season-
ending loss to the Wildcats in 
the Region 2-4A Tournament 
semifinals, but it fell behind 
early and found itself  trailing, 
12-9 midway through the first 
quarter.

But the Bulldogs couldn’t 
be kept down for long as they 
closed the inaugural frame 
on a 15-6 run to open a 24-
16 advantage by quarter’s 
end. From there, they would 
never trail again in the first-
ever meeting between the two 
teams as district opponents.

“I don’t ever remember us 
playing them in December,” 
Parrott said. “We’ve played in 
the region tournament and it 
seems like we’ve always ended 
each other’s season and I’ve 
been here, this is my 10th year.”

After the somewhat slow 
start, the Bulldogs kicked 
their defense in high gear 
and Bearden forced the young 

Wildcats squad in to 20 turn-
overs and Bearden converted 
those Wildcats’ miscues into 
points.

“We have a lot of  inexperi-
ence. We lost four starters,” 
Oak Ridge coach Aaron Green 
said. “But the bottom line is 
you have to take care of  the 
ball and you can’t turn it over 
against a team like that.

“We’re a young team and 
they’re all good kids and as 
long as we continue to play 
hard, they’ll continue to get 
better.”

The Bulldogs continued to 
build upon their advantage 
throughout the contest. They 
extended their lead to 46-32 by 
halftime before all but putting 
the contest away with a 19-6 
run in the third stanza.

Bearden, which defeated 
geographic and one-time dis-
trict rival Knoxville West, 76-
25, to open the week at home 
on Tuesday, Dec. 2, had four 
players post double figures in 
the scoring column against the 
Wildcats.

who extended their advantage 
to 36-19 by halftime, picked 
up stellar performance from 
three guards in the contest.

Senior Natalya Hodge, a 
Missouri signee and one of  the 
area’s top players scored 27 
points for the Lady Bulldogs, 
including 16 before halftime. 
She received plenty of  help 
from her supporting cast as 
Riley Hunt had 17 points and 
Emma Rainey finished with 12.

And that was just what 
Bearden coach Justin Under-
wood wanted to see.

“When Riley, Nat and Emma 
get going, they can all handle 
(the basketball) and all three 
can all shoot it,” Underwood 
said.  “And I felt like in spots 
that they all looked really, re-
ally, really good tonight.”

Hunt scored all 17 of  her 
points in the second half  while 
Rainey had 10 points over the 
first 16 minutes of  the contest. 
M.C. LeMarbre scored nine 
points in the game and provid-
ed an early offensive spark for 
the Lady Bulldogs.

The lopsided margin gave 
Underwood the chance to get 
all of  his players into the game 
for some valuable experience 

in a crucial league game.
“It was nice to get everybody 

to touch the floor in a district 
game,” Underwood said. “It 
was a good opportunity to get 
them seasoned in games that 
matter.

“For our first district game, 
I’ll definitely take it and I was 
definitely pleased. We still 
have a lot to do, plenty to work 
on, but (we have) a lot of  posi-
tive spots.”

Lady Bulldogs won eas-
ily against Knoxville West: 
Bearden opened the week at 
home by routing the Lady Reb-
els, 79-9, on Tuesday, Dec. 2.

Admirals
From page 1B

Bulldogs
From page 1B

Dawgs
From page 1B

Lady Ads
From page 1B

n	 Alan Sloan 
	 Correspondent

HARDIN VALLEY — It 
was a dominant home-opening 
night for both Hardin Valley 
Academy varsity basketball 
teams Tuesday, Dec. 2, as they 
swept Carter.

Head coach Jennifer Gallo-
way’s Lady Hawks rolled to a 
65-23 victory, improving to 3-3 
to start the week.

Andy Arendt’s Hawks  
built a 22-point lead before 
securing a 68-58 win over the 
Hornets, pushing their record 
to 5-2.

Lady Hawks 65, Carter 23
“I thought we did a good  

job of  moving the basketball,” 
Galloway said. “We were able 
to get out in transition.

“We showed a lot of  unself-
ish play making the extra pass. 
Our girls have really bought 

into our defense. We did a good 
job of  protecting and control-
ling the boards.”

Andree Riehn led HVA 
with 14 points, while Alaina 
Lineberry pulled down 12 re-
bounds.

HVA Boys 68, Carter 58
“We played a really good 

game for us,” Arendt said. “We 
were up 17 at halftime. I think 
we built a 22-point lead at one 
point. We hit 14 three-pointers. 
We shot well.

“But we didn’t finish well,” 
he added. “I think that’s at 
least due to our youth and in-
experience.”

Senior Colin Dyrness led the 
Hawks with 19 points, hitting 
six of  seven from three-point 
range.

Freshman Kymani Smith 
added 10 points, seven re-
bounds, five assists and four 
steals.

Dominant home opener

ond half  we got stops; we just 
couldn’t score. We  missed a 
lot of  shots. Maybe it was tired 
legs. We don’t have a super de-
fense, but that’s a really good 
team.”

“There’s no quit in them 
(FHS),” MHS coach Wes Lam-
bert said. “They stayed active, 
they stayed engaged … it was a 
great game for both of  us.”

Farragut led 4-2 early, before 
seven straight by the Rebels 
gave them a 9-4 lead. Up 9-6, 
MHS scored five in a row to 
lead 14-6 before Parker Lane’s 
trey made it 14-9. Maryville led 
16-9 after one. 

A 6-2 run to start the second 
brought the Admirals to with-
in three, 18-15, with 6:33 left in 
the half; but over the next 3:42, 
Maryville outscored Farragut 
13-5 and led 30-21 with 2:51 left. 
The halftime score was 37-25, 

MHS.
The teams almost perfectly 

traded baskets in the third. A 
three-pointer by Aiden Foshee 
with two seconds left brought 
FHS to within 11, 52-41. 

When Britton Lewis hit a la-
yup 22 seconds into the fourth, 
FHS trailed by only nine, 52-43. 
But over the next minute and a 
half, the Rebels promptly out-
scored the Admirals 8-2, and 
led 60-45 with 6:10 left in the 
game.

Admirals first
From page 1B

WorshipWorship
PraisePraise&

 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 
to place your ad in the 
farragutpress Worship & 
Praise Directory!

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight & Communion 

Worship Service
5 pm

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m. 
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICES

December 24, 2025
Special Music begins at 2:30pm

3:00 p.m. ~ Casual
7:00 p.m.  ~ Traditional

(Communion and Candlelight 
included at 3pm and 7pm)

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

416 N. Campbell Station Rd.
Visit us online and in person!

www.westgatechurchknox.com

Christmas 
at Westgate!

“His Name Shall Be...”
Each Sunday in 

December, 10:30 am
Celebrating the birth of JESUS

Music, Giveaways, Features

SATURDAY | 5:30P
SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A*

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

HARRISON LN CAMPUS:
1:30P, 3:00P, 4:30P, & 6:00P

*Nursery (ages infant-2yr old) will be 
o� ered during the 9:30 and 11:00A service.

WORSHIP SERVICES

MID-WEEK TIMES

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
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Celebrating 160 years of discipleship

n	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

“There is much to cel-
ebrate,” Sabine Collins, Con-
cord United Methodist Church 
administrative pastor, told the 
CUMC flock during a church 
service in the church,  11020 
Roane Drive, Farragut, Sun-
day Nov. 23, to commemorate 
the church’s 160-year anniver-
sary. 

Since 1865, the church has 
grown, both its buildings and 
its missions. Now, it embarks 
on a new mission — building 
a children’s ministry wing, for 
which its leaders and members 
broke ground that Sunday. 

“Today, we give thanks that 
we stand in an unbroken line 
of  followers of  Christ going 
back to the original disciples,” 
said the Rev. Will Cantrell, se-
nior pastor. 

“Throughout the history 
of  Concord United Methodist 
Church, we have been blessed 
by an unbroken line of  faithful 
pastors who have helped our 
congregation remain unified 
and committed to our mission 
to make disciples by sharing 
Christ, serving others and 
growing in faith,” he said. 

In a video, members past 
and present shared their good 
wishes for the church and its 
anniversary. Later in the ser-
vice, former pastor, the Rev. 
Bill Kilday, remembered the 
day he was told he was going 
to come to CUMC. He served 
the church for five years. 

Kilday shared a story about 
a trip to New Mexico, when 
his group found themselves 
in the desert in the dark, but 
someone left the car door open 

Tammy Cheek 

The Rev. Will Cantrell, far left, senior pastor, led officials and families in the current children’s min-
istries and Deena Greer, far right, executive director with Concord Adult Day Enrichment Services, 
in breaking ground on a new children’s ministry wing at the church Sunday, Nov. 23. The new wing 
also will provide more space for CADES. 

CUMC breaks ground to 
continue faithful mission

See CUMC on Page 4B

O’Brien receives Hidden Hero Award

Tammy Cheek

Rotary Club of Farragut public image chair and webmaster Thom-
as Woodbery, left, presented RCF member Jim O’Brien with the 
club’s Hidden Hero Award during its meeting in Fox Den Country 
Club Wednesday, Dec. 3. 

n	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

A holiday music perfor-
mance, honoring a "hidden 
hero," donating to a local food 
bank and welcoming a new 
member sparked the Rotary 
Club of  Farragut's Christmas 
spirit at its meeting Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, at Fox Den Coun-
try Club.

The meeting began with a 
performance by Webb School 
of  Knoxville's Madrigal Sing-
ers, who performed holiday 
and humorous music. The 
club welcomes the singers ev-
ery December.

Then, ROF president Can-
dace Viox presented Shepherd 
of  Hope Food Pantry executive 
director Renee Stone with $800 
the club raised at its Rotary 
Reserve Bourbon and Wine 
Affair fundraiser Oct. 19.

Stone thanked the club and 
said Shepherd of  Hope raised 
a record amount of  food and 
financial donations in Novem-
ber when people heard about 
federal SNAP food program 
cutbacks.

"I am proud to be part of  this 
community," she said.

The club also selected Ro-

tarian Jim O'Brien as the 2025 
recipient of  its Hidden Hero 
Award.

O'Brien said he was honored 
and humbled to be chosen.

Nominated by his daughter, 
Meghan Jackson, the award 
recognizes an unsung hero in 
Knox County who goes out of  

his or her way to serve others 
in need.

"The Hidden Hero Award is 
how we honor individuals in 
our community who exemplify 
the Rotary motto of  Service 
Above Self," Viox said.

See ROTARY on Page 5B

Top-selling NES student

Photo submitted

Northshore Elementary School student Everett Sigmon was 
awarded as one of the top selling students in the Knox County 
coupon books campaign in 2025.  Everett, joined by Dr. Andrew 
Brown, assistant superintendent of Student Services for Knox 
County Schools, sold 100 books or more in the coupon book 
sales program and received his certificate during a countywide 
celebration at the Main Event in Cedar Bluff Friday, Nov. 7, when 
Knox County Schools recognized top-selling students from the 
2025 campaign, which raised nearly $1 million dollars to fund 
school needs identified by teachers and administrators. The top 
sellers were Javion Morgan from Chilhowee Intermediate and 
Tavarius Morgan from Holston Middle. They both sold 250 books 
each to claim the top spots for both elementary and middle 
schools. Everett was one of six other students who sold 100 
books or more. 

REGISTER TODAY 
TO WIN

 $ $200200  
from participating

Farragut businesses.
For more information go to 

www.shopfarragut.com

in Gift Cards 
and Prizes

      The

Morning Show  
              with Darrell

J O I N  U S  F O R :

•  Your favorite 70’s and 80’s music
•  Pete Michaels Traffic

•  Local Information and Weather
• Local Interviews   •  Fox News

Emai l :  darrel l@w f iv.com •  WFIV 105. 3  •  865-2 18-5609
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See PLANNER on Page 5B

Q:   Every year at Christmas time, I hear peo-
ple talking about how we should not give dogs 
chocolate and to put away 
where dogs can’t get it. Is it 
really that big of  a problem?  
~ D.S., Farragut

 A: Yes, chocolate can be 
a problem for dogs. Let me 
explain.

The active ingredient in 
chocolate that is toxic to 
dogs is called theobromine. 
The degree of  toxicity is di-
rectly related to the amount 
of  theobromine in the choc-
olate and the weight of  the 
pet. Baking chocolate, dark, 
and semi-sweet chocolate contain higher con-
centrations of  theobromine, making them more 
dangerous. In contrast, milk chocolate contains 
lower amounts of  theobromine and is generally 
less of  a problem.

Veterinarians often use a computer program 
called a ‘chocolate toxicity calculator.’ It takes 

into account the weight of  the pet, the type of  
chocolate and the amount ingested. This helps 
us determine the potential seriousness of  the 
situation, if  it is warranted to induce vomiting 
and/or if  hospitalization is recommended.

Ingestion of  large amounts of  chocolate can 
cause vomiting, diarrhea, tremors and seizures. 
Unfortunately, in high amounts, chocolate tox-
icity can be fatal.   

Chocolate also contains caffeine, which also 
can be a problem for dogs, although it stays in 
the system for a much shorter time. The fats 
and sugars in rich chocolate desserts can cause 
varying degrees of  gastrointestinal distress and 
potentially pancreatitis.

All human food, including chocolate, should 
be stored in places that your pet cannot access. 
This includes any chocolate treats that might be 
wrapped under your Christmas tree. If  your pet 
has eaten chocolate, you should contact your 
veterinarian as soon as possible. 

If  you have questions about your pet, please 
email Dr. Myers at lenoircityac@gmail.com 

Chocolate is toxic for dogs

Ask the Vet
Dr. Stephanie

Myers

and the light shining, guiding 
them the way back to their ve-
hicle. 

As such, he said, “God’s 
door is always open and the 
light is always on … For the 
last 160 years, this church has 
kept the doors open and the 
light on.” 

That afternoon, the con-
gregation again gathered to 
break ground for the chil-
dren’s wing. 

“We want to thank Ruth El-
lis for allowing us to use the 
plow that comes from her fam-
ily and Jack Thompson and 
his family,” Cantrell said. “It 
goes all the way back to the 
founding of  this church and 
old Concord.

“We are so thankful to have 
you here today,” he added. 

Ellis remembered the many 
years the plow was used at the 
church for other groundbreak-
ings. 

She remembered, “Joseph 
Milton Morton (her maternal 
great-grandfather) on horse-
back with two other men on 

horseback and a lady in a bug-
gy, as lay members of  Martel 
Methodist Church, road up to 
Concord in 1865 and helped 
start Concord Methodist 
Church.

“The tradition of  using the 
plow, which belonged to Wil-
liam Franklin Thompson Sr. 
(the paternal grandfather  of  

Ellis’ father), for prior Con-
cord United Methodist Church 
groundbreakings continued 
with its use today,” she said. 

 Then, “in 2018, (former se-
nior pastor, the Rev.) Larry 
Trotter stuck his head in my 
office, and he said, ‘We’ve got 
to build a building,’” Cantrell 
recalled. “… That’s always 

been the dream of  the church. 
It’s time. 

“He began talking to people 
… because of  a common vi-
sion given by the Holy Spirit 
through the leaders of  people 
of  this church, we are here to-
day to continue the heritage of  
sharing the gospel and reach-
ing out.” 

press planner
• The CAC Office on Aging 

is collecting donations for the 
Feed-A-Pet program, which 
provides pet food to income-lim-
ited older adults who struggle 
to afford to feed their compan-
ion animals. Visit www.knoxse-
niors.org/our-services/feed-a-
pet/ for a list of  items needed, 
drop-off locations and links to 
donate online.

• The Home Builders Asso-
ciation of Greater Knoxville 
is hosting a Housing Econom-
ics presentation on Thursday, 
Dec. 11 from 3 to 5 p.m. in the 
ORNL FCU Conference Room 
at 2077 Town Center Blvd. UT 
Professor Emeritus Bill Fox will 
discuss the Tennessee and lo-
cal economy while NAHB Chief  
Economist Rob Dietz will give 
an insightful view of  macro eco-
nomics, industry issues, policy 
and the Fed. Both speakers will 
deliver graphic illustrations of  

their data during the presenta-
tion and there may be the oppor-
tunity for Q & A if  time allows.

• East Tennessee PBS is 
holding a community food 
drive supporting Wesley 
House Community Center. On 
Friday, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., people are invited to drive 
through the East Tennessee 
PBS parking lot, located at 1611 
East Magnolia Ave. Volunteers 
will meet you at your car to col-
lect non-perishable food dona-
tions. Visitors will be greeted by  
PBS Kids characters. Requested 
donations include canned vege-
tables and fruit; canned proteins 
(tuna, chicken, beans); pasta, 
rice, boxed meals; and shelf-sta-
ble pantry items.

• Former San Francisco 
49ers offensive lineman Jon 
Feliciano is teaming up with 

CUMC
From page 3B

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning 
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate, 
Personal Injury, Social Security Disability

Whitson  
Smith
Attorney

McDonald, Levy & Taylor

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

like us on 
facebook 

@ 
facebook.com/
farragutpress

 To place your Classified ad in 
farragutpress please call 

865-675-6397.

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by 
the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatso-
ever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities 
offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any 
product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and 
we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable 
by our company standards.

000 LEGALS

000 LEGALS
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It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant 
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, 

please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

The Farragut Municipal Planning Commission welcomes and invites Farragut residents to participate in public meetings.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, December 18, 2025 at 6:00 PM

I) Call to Order
II) Approval of Agenda
III) Approval of Minutes
Approval of Minutes for the November 20, 
2025 meeting
IV) Action Items
A) Discussion and public hearing on a fi nal 
plat for the Biddle Farms Townhomes, 305
Hudson Bay Lane, Parcel 003.24, Tax 
Map 143, 47 Dwelling Units, Zoned PCD 
and
FPD (Homestead Land Holdings, LLC, 
Applicant)
B) Discussion and public hearing on a 
fi nal plat for the Mamone property, 317 
Everett
Road, 3.71 Acres, Four House Lots, Zoned 
R-1 and FPD (Benchmark Associates,
Applicant)
C) Discussion and public hearing on a 

request to amend the Farragut Code of 
Ordinances,
Appendix A - Zoning, Chapter 3, Section 
XII. - General Commercial District (C-1),
Subsection F. Mixed Use Town Center, 3., 
Building Facade Requirements, to provide
for new buildings to follow the Town of 
Farragut Architectural Design Standards, 
asamended, for the Town Center Subarea 
and remove reference to the Town Center
Design Requirements (The Architecture 
Collaborative, Applicant)
D) Discussion and public hearing on a 
request to rezone Parcel 05501, Tax Map 
152 andParcel 055, Tax Map 152 (12232 
Turkey Creek Road) from Agricultural (A) 
toGeneral Single-Family Residential (R-2)
(Midtown Legal, Applicant)
E) Discussion and public hearing on a 
request to amend the Farragut Code of 

Ordinances,Appendix A - Zoning, Chapter 
3, Section XVII. Offi ce district (O-1), 
Subsection B.Permitted principal and 
accessory uses and structures, to add 
“Interactive Sports Analysis Services” as a 
permitted use and to include a defi nition 
for “Interactive Sports Analysis Services” 
in Chapter 2 of the Zoning Ordinance 
(Christian Miller, Applicant)
F) Discussion and public hearing on an 
ordinance to amend the Farragut Code 
of Ordinances, Chapter 24, Subpart B., 
Article 3 - Vested Rights in Development 
Standards, by providing for updated provi-
sions consistent with recent amendments 
to the Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA)
(Town of Farragut, Applicant)
V) Discussion Items
VI) Approval of Utilities
VII) Citizens Forum

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, 

employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 AT 6:00 PM | WORKSHOP AT 5:15PM

DISCUSSION OF TRAFFIC CALMING POLICY WITHIN PARENT RESPONSIBILITY ZONES

I. Roll Call, Silent Prayer, Pledge of 
Allegiance
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Approval of Minutes
IV. Mayor’s Report
A. Appointment of Alderman Liaison to Visual 
Resources Review Board
V. Ordinances & Resolutions
A. Ordinances
1. First Reading
a. Approval of Ordinance 25-24, an Ordi-
nance of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee 
on First Reading, Amending the Fiscal Year 
2025-26 Capital Investment Program Fund 
Budget, Passed by Ordinance 25-10
2. Second Reading & Public Hearing
a. Approval of Ordinance 25-15 on Second 
Reading, an Ordinance to Amend Various 
Provisions of the Farragut Code of Ordinanc-
es, Chapter 22., Article
5. - Driveways and Other Access Ways (Town 
of Farragut, Applicant)
b. Approval of Ordinance 25-19 on Second 
Reading, to Amend Fiscal Year 2025-2026 
Capital Investment Program Fund and Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARP A) Fund Budgets, 

Passed by Ordinance 25-10
B. Resolutions
1. Resolution R-2025-22, Authorizing the 
Town to Participate in the Public Entity 
Partners “James L. Richardson Driver Safety” 
Matching Grant Program
2. Resolution R-2025-23 Authorizing the 
Town to Participate in the Public Entity Part-
ners Cybersecurity Matching Grant Program
3. Resolution R-2025-24 Designating Depos-
itories and Authorizing Offi cial Signatures for 
Town Bank Accounts
VI. Business Items
A. Approval of Use of Eminent Domain Au-
thority to Purchase Easements for the Union 
Road Improvements Project
B. Approval of State Contract 88764 to Pur-
chase 2026 Ford Maverick A WD Supercrew 
from Lonnie Cobb Ford
C. Approval of State Contract 88764 to 
Purchase 2026 F-250 XL 4X4 Crew Cab from 
Lonnie Cobb Ford
VII. Citizens Forum
VIII.Town Administrator’s Report
IX. Town Attorney’s Report
X. Adjournment

classifieds
Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 

DeadlinesLine Ads
Private Party	15 words	 $47/4 weeks
Commercial	 25 words	 $57/4 weeks
Each additional word	 25¢ per week
Display Ads	
$11.25 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Far-
ragut, at its meeting on Thursday, October 9, 2025, 
adopted the following ordinance on second and fi nal 
reading: 

a. Ordinance 25-18, an ordinance to amend Fiscal Year 
2025-2026 Capital Investment Fund and ARPA Fund 
Budgets, Passed by Ordinance 25-10.

LOST
in the Farragut area

Men’s Yellow Gold
WEDDING BAND

with Diamonds in 
Spaceship Design
REWARD

Please call
865-288-3401

Even Santa wants to deliver the paper.
We are looking for motor route carriers.

Call 865.675.6397 to � nd out more.

11863 Kingston Pike • 865.675.6397 • farragutpress.com

employment zone
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Second Harvest Food Bank of  
East Tennessee and Triple F 
Training to bring holiday cheer 
to the Knoxville community 
through a Christmas dinner 
giveaway. Meals will be distrib-
uted Saturday, Dec. 13, from 2 to 

4 p.m. at Triple F Training, 4900 
Guinn Road. 150 meal kits with 
turkeys, sides, and dessert are 
first come, first served. Limit 
one bag per family. No RSVP re-
quired.

• Pinnacle Turkey Creek 
invites the community to 
join them in bringing Christ-
mas cheer to seniors. Decorated 

Christmas trees filled with orna-
ments representing seniors and 
their holiday wishes are located 
throughout Pinnacle. Pick an  
ornament from the tree, pur-
chase the wish list item listed on 
the ornament and drop off the 
gift and ornament at the man-
agement office located between 
Hallmark and The Bed Store.

O'Brien's inspiration to 
serve others started as a Cub 
Scout, then continued when 
he joined the U.S. Air Force, 
where he had a 27-year career, 
retiring as a colonel.

After his retirement, O'Brien 
and his wife, Diane, moved to 
Farragut in 1994. He formed 
two companies during the next 
30 years before retiring a third 
time in 2024.

Thomas Woodbery, who 
organized the Hidden Hero 
Award and serves as the club's 
public image chair and web-
master, detailed O'Brien's ser-
vice record.

“O'Brien volunteered as part 
of  an international team that 
produced a major grant in 2013 
from Rotary International for 
a public education program for 
women's breast cancer in Tur-
key,” Woodbery said. “O'Brien 
has been an active leader in the 

mission of  his church, serving 
on pastoral, stewardship and 
financial councils.

“He has served for years on 
the board of  advisors of  Catho-
lic Charities and will soon join 
the board of  The Thrift Shop 
of  Concord United Methodist 
Church,” Woodbery said.

"Having lived in, served in 
and traveled in over 70 coun-
tries, Jim O'Brien is sensitive 
to the challenges faced by refu-
gees, which led him to serve 
for seven years as chairman of  
Bridge Refugee Services of  East 
Tennessee," Woodbery said.

“O'Brien has been a service 
leader in the Rotary Club of  
Farragut for decades. In ad-
dition to the health education 
grant, he was instrumental in 
forming the club's charitable 
foundation in 2020. Most recent-
ly, O'Brien volunteered at Inter-
Faith Health Center's commu-
nity open house in Knoxville, 
assisting veterans in search of  
dental care.”

Planner
From page 4B

Rotary
From page 3B

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
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The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, 
products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/
all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

Do you have a 
unique business 

or service?

Advertise in the
 farragutpress 

service directory!
Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block.......................$60/mo.
2 Block.....................$115/mo.
3 Block.....................$170/mo.
4 Block.....................$225/mo.
6 Block.....................$335/mo.
8 Block.....................$445/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

service directory
lawn & 
landscaping

home repair & improvement

misc.
services

Residential & Commercial

• Junk   
 Removal
• Demolition
• Hauling

REED BACON
    Owner,  Operator

Text or Call 
865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

Ask about ourAsk about ourHOLIDAY HOLIDAY DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

 • Remodeling • Siding • Decks • Gutters • Carpentry
• Windows • Home Repairs • Roofi ng

 Nominated
in City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best
2013-2025”

 HomeTek
 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 Free Estimates
Michael Yovino

Licensed General Contractor

865-368-2869Licensed & Insured

West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

We do Home Improvement
Projects in addition to:

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

Serving Knoxville & the Farragut 
area for 29 years  FREE ESTIMATES  865-291-8434

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured

We take the Pain Out of painting!

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• FREE Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• 20+ Years Experience
• 5★ Rated
• No Job Too Small

Serving East Tennessee since 1974 Monthly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly   
Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 

Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-ConstructionLocally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee 
for over 50 years! 

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Mention this ad for
25% o�  first
monthly or 

quarterly pest 
control service.

Visit us on Facebook 

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for FREE Fall Estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

 ALL SEASONS LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING
 Providing you with complete 

lawn service.

LEAF REMOVAL
IRRIGATION BLOWOUT!

Free estimates

 865-742-0685
 Christian Owned & Lic./Insured ~ Lee Strunk

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RANDY THE PAINTER
FREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Licensed & Insured • 45 Yrs Experience

★ Interiors & Exteriors Painting
★ Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood 
 Repair & Pressure Washing
★ FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
★★★★★ 5 star Google Reviews

30% OFF30% OFF
All Interior PaintingAll Interior Painting

Through FebruaryThrough February 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

WE 
BUY 

HOUSES
865-444-8804

Residential & 
Commercial

Fall & Winter Cleanup
• Pruning 

• Bush Hogging • Mulch
Delivery Available

MOWING
LEAF REMOVAL

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners
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Countdown to 
Light the 
        Park

Thousands flocked to Founders Park at Campbell Station 
to enjoy Town of  Farragut’s Countdown to Light the Park, 
which took place Monday night, Nov. 24, featuring about 
100,000 lights, Santa and Mrs. Claus, live entertainment and 
crafts. 

Tennova Healthcare started the event as its administra-
tion team handed out cookies and milk. At the same time, 
Town staff handed out special 3-D glasses, so people could 
enjoy the lights later; parents helped children make crafts  
or write letters to Santa; Whitney Kent, executive host at 
WVLT-TV, emceed the event; and performers, such as Mer-
edith Laing Jazz Trio, Spectra Twirlers and Chattanooga 
singer Andrew Witherspoon, entertained the crowd.

To usher in the tree lighting moment, Farragut High 
School drummers, the Grinch and Mr. and Mrs. Claus ar-
rived in time for Farragut Mayor Ron Williams and Santa to 
flip the switch.

Photos by Tammy Cheek

Tennova Healthcare’s administration team, from left, Suzanne Thames, Joseph Bullen, Travis 
Simmons and Holly Dallura, were ready to hand out cookies and milk.

From left, Ruvie Smith, John Wrapp, Monica Dziurtynsky, Hannah Clark, 
Lori Jones and Sage Howe

Town’s Tourism team, from left, Donna Spangler, Haley Elliott and Hallie Reid

Ellis Pena, 3

Joey and Bettina Ruffalo Town’s Colby ChurchKellie Robinson as Mrs. Claus

Madison Baker with daughters, from left, 
Winnie, 4, Essye, 6, and Addie, 8




