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When he was not working, Justin Mowery loved to
fish and duck hunt with his friends or his beloved
dog, Ruger, who is pictured here with Mowery in his
truck.

‘Lifelong impact’
Former FHS athlete falls
in the line of duty

Farragut election petitions available Jan. 9

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut residents interested
in running for a Farragut Board
of Mayor and Alderman seat may
pick up petitions on Friday, Jan.
9, according to Chris Davis, Knox
County Election Commission ad-
ministrator.

“That Friday is the first day for
people who want to run for mayor
or aldermen can pick up [peti-
tions] to run for [those seats],”
he said. “Nobody’s picked up yet
because they can’t.”

After picking up the petitions,
Davis said potential candidates
have until Tuesday, March 10,
to return the petitions to the
Election Commission West office
at 109 Lovell Heights Road, Knox-
ville.

“The mayor will be on the bal-
lot,” he said. “There will be a new
mayor because Mayor [Ron] Wil-
liams is term limited.”

Additionally, “there will be
two alderman seats — one North
[Ward 1], one South [Ward 2],”
Davis said.

Those seats currently are held

by Vice Mayor Scott Meyer, Ward
1, and recently appointed Joe
LaCroix in Ward 2. LaCroix was
appointed to fill the seat left va-
cant when David White passed
away.

Davis added interested peo-
ple could pick up petitions on
Monday, Dec. 22, to run for the
District 14 state House of Repre-
sentatives seat out in District 14,
currently held by Jason Zachary;
the 7th District state Senate seat,
which encompasses part of Knox

See ELECTION on Page 2A

I Jake Nichols day. “This is devastat-
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

Over the last week,
the Farragut community
has mourned the loss of
one of its own. Blount
County Sheriff’s deputy
Justin Mowery, 30, was
killed in a wreck during
a patrol shift on Sunday,
Dec. 28, 2025.

He was a 2013 Farragut
graduate, having played
football as an offensive
lineman under former
head coach Eddie Court-
ney. The news of his
death was announced by
BCSO Sheriff James Lee
Barrong in a Facebook
post.

“lT am heartbroken,”
Barrong wrote last Sun-

ing for his family, his
shift-mates, this agency
and our community. We
appreciate the swift re-
sponse of the Tennessee
Highway Patrol, and to-
gether we are working to
determine how the acci-
dent happened.

“We are also thankful
for the response from all
of the surrounding law
enforcement agencies as
well as the offers for as-
sistance from agencies
across the state.”

After graduating from
Farragut and The Uni-
versity of Tennessee,
Mowery worked as a se-
curity officer at The Uni-

See FHS on Page 3A

Phenomenal year
for the Town

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

With 2025 in the rear-
view mirror, Town of
Farragut leaders are
reflecting on a year
marked by major proj-
ects, expanded ameni-
ties and strong resident
satisfaction.

Town administrator
David Smoak praised
the Farragut Board of
Mayor and Aldermen

Keeping Warm, Part 1 of 3

for its work,
a community survey
conducted early last
summer showed 97 per-
cent of respondents
rated Farragut as an
excellent or good place
to live.

“As we say good-
bye to 2025, it’s always
important to reflect
on the wonderful accom-
plishments the Town

noting

See TOWN on Page 3A
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Jake Nichols

Members of the Concord Christian School football program smile alongside Billy Houston, left, of the Billy
Houston Group, and Charlene Waggoner of the farragutpress after receiving the “How the West was Won”

trophy and a $500 check for 2025 regular season.

Lions claim the Stetson

Once disbanded program shines bright

I Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

Steve Matthews is quite familiar with the trophy
he stood back to admire Sunday night.

Now his Concord Christian School (CCS) football
team will have a chance to become acquainted with
it too after winning farragutpress’s annual How the
West was Won contest for the 2025 high school foot-
ball season.

Notably, CCS won the award in its first full cam-
paign at the TSSAA varsity level, making this the
first year the Lions have been eligible for the con-
test.

“It’s awesome,” said Matthews, who first earned
the trophy when he was at Knoxville Catholic in
2014 and 2016. “It’s a great achievement for our pro-

gram in the first year out the door. Really appreci-
ate what you guys do for the community and for our
team. Hopefully we can continue to build this rela-
tionship and win this thing a couple more times.”

The contest has been an annual occurrence
for more than two decades, as the seven teams
within the farragutpress coverage area — Farra-
gut, Bearden, Hardin Valley, Christian Academy
of Knoxville, Knoxville Catholic, Webb School of
Knoxville and Concord Christian School — compete
for the regular-season title.

“We are ecstatic for Concord Christian School
and their first How The West Was Won victory,” far-
ragutpress general manager Kathy Hartman said.
“Seeing the growth of the program in such a short

See LIONS on Page 3A

Warming centers aid Knox County residents in winter cold

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

While factors - utility
shutoffs, homelessness
and equipment failures
— constantly change, af-
fecting the number of
Knox Countians affected
by lack of heating — lo-
cal organizations indi-
cate a significant number

of residents, particularly
low-income individuals
and seniors, face chal-
lenges affording or main-
taining adequate heating
during cold periods.
Along with low-income
individuals and families,
the homeless popula-
tion — according to the
Knox County Office on
Housing Stability’s 2025

Point-in-Time, 1,174 peo-
ple in Knox County are
identified as homeless on
a single night — are look-
ing for shelter.

While numbers are
not available yet for this
winter, Knox County Of-
fice of Housing Stability
stated trends show major
challenges, according to
its website.

“Millions of U.S. house-
holds are behind on ener-
gy bills; heating aid [Low
Income Home Energy
Assistance Program]
faced [federal] funding
stalls, causing potential
disconnections; and local
offices ... are struggling
with increased need,
limited funds and insuf-
ficient warming centers,

indicating a high risk of
households facing cold
conditions,” the website
stated.

Additionally, the site
stated rising energy
costs, up to 7.6 percent
projected, compound is-
sues for low-income fam-
ilies, straining resources.

Additionally, Knox
County has warming sta-

tions, run by partners
like the Office of Housing
Stability, open on cold
nights — usually below
25° Fahrenheit.
“Knoxville-Knox
County Office of Housing
Stability (OHS), in part-
nership with the Knox-
ville-Knox County Home-

See WARMING on Page 2A
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Nichols joins farragutpress

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

The farragutpress welcomes
Jake Nichols to its staff as it
begins a new year.

“I'm excited,” Nichols, 30,
said. “So far, it’s been a re-
ally welcoming environment. I
feel like I can do a lot of great
things here.

“I'm  especially excited
from not just the storytelling
but also the social media and
video perspective as well and
just helping to elevate what
seems like an already good
and respected publication,” he
added. “I feel like I've accumu-
lated a good bit of sports media
experience; I enjoy the job; and
I feel like I've gotten a wide

Warming
From page 1A

less Coalition, announced the
launch of the 2025-25 winter
warming center effort,” the
Office on Housing Stability
stated in its website.

“Warming centers will acti-
vate on nights when tempera-
tures fall to 25° Fahrenheit or
below, beginning as early as
Dec.1, 2025 (depending on the
site) and operating through
Feb. 28, 2026.

According to OHS, there
are warming stations at
Church Street United Meth-
odist Church, 900 Henley St.,
downtown Knoxville; Cokes-
bury Church, 9919 Kingston
Pike in West Knoxville; East
Knoxville’s Eternal Life Har-
vest Center, which tentatively
has two locations: 2410 Martin
Luther King Jr. Ave., and 1801
Western Ave.; The Salvation
Army, 409 N. Broadway (the
former Foyer building next
to the overpass); and Foun-
tain City United Methodist
Church, 212 Hotel Road in

Election
From page 1A

County and currently is held
by Dr. Richard Briggs; and 5th
District Senate seat, currently
held by Randy McNally; and
the governor.

The filing deadline for the
state seats is March 10.

“And all the local county of-
fices, you could pick up [peti-
tions] back on Dec. 27,” he said.

breadth of skills."

Nichols, who was hired
Thursday, Dec. 17, grew up in
Jackson, Tennessee, where he
attended and graduated from
Jackson Christian School in
2015 then attended University
of Tennessee, Knoxville, grad-
uating in 2019 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in journal-
ism and media.

Subsequently, he covered
high school sports for a news
outlet in Sevierville for six
months then worked in ra-
dio in Dickson, Tennessee,
through the pandemic for six
months in 2020.

Then, Nichols moved to the
Cedar Bluff area of Knoxville
four years ago with Deanna,
who now is his wife, when

North Knoxville.

Also, there are centers at
Vestal UMC or Magnolia Av-
enue UMC for overflow, often
accommodating pets.

“In the winter of 2024-25,
more than 400 people sought
shelter at the warming cen-
ters,” the press release stated.

“We’'ve seen a really steep
rise in homelessness, but our
number of emergency shelter
beds have not kept pace,” OHS
executive director Erin Read
added.

People are urged to check
the City of Knoxville website
or KnoxTNHousing.org for
current hours and locations
as they can change.

Cokesbury Church’s warm-
ing center is open Dec. 1, 2025,
through Feb. 28, 2026. Accord-
ing to its website, check-in is
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on a first-
come, first-served basis. While
pets are allowed, they must be
crated.

Cokesbury Church serves
the homeless through its Fig
Tree Day Center, which of-
fers showers, laundry, meals,

This year, Town of Farra-
gut’s election is Thursday,
Aug. 6, according to Davis.

“Winner take all,” he added.

The date of the state and
county primary elections is
Tuesday, May 5.

According to the Knox Coun-
ty Election Commission web-
site, people need to register to
vote by mail (postmarked), in
person or online before Mon-
day, April 6 (postmarked).
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she enrolled in law school at
Lincoln Memorial University
in May 2023. Since then, she
graduated and practices law in
downtown Knoxville.

In Knoxville, Nichols cov-
ered UT sports for a Sports
Illustrated outlet for about
three years before working for
The Newport Plain Talk for
three years while still living in
Knoxville.

He applied for the position
with the farragutpress be-
cause of the proximity to his
home and because “I wanted
to get back into high school
sports.

“There are so many great
teams here, and athletes,”
Nichols said. “Covering Ten-
nessee for a couple of years,

computers, resources along
with its warming centers in
the winter, which its website
reports houses hundreds on
cold nights.

Along with those services,
the church stated on its web-
site that it provides a sense of
community, offering friend-
ship and a sense of belonging.

Another organization that
provides warmth for the cold
is Knoxville Area Rescue Mis-
sion, which provides not only
shelter but also Coats for the
Cold, for which the collection
took place from Monday, Oct.
20, through Friday, Nov. 7.

“Distribution started Mon-
day, Nov.17, and lasted through
Saturday, Dec. 6,” said Celia

Less GuesSw

you come across some of those
athletes through covering re-
cruiting ... but I wanted to be
able to tell the stories of kids
around the Knoxville area be-
cause I feel like it’s such a good

Lively, senior director of com-
munity engagement at KARM.

“All coats are donated, pro-
fessionally dry-cleaned by
our friends at Prestige Clean-
ers, then those in need can get
a ticket to go shopping and
pick out the coat they want,”
she said. “We work with local
service agencies, churches,
schools and other non-profits
to distribute the tickets.

Also, “we partner with Cu-
mulus Media, WVLT and Pres-
tige to make this annual coat
drive possible,” Lively added.

“KARM provides shelter
365 days a year, regardless
of weather,” Lively said.
“We have been operating
at capacity since last winter,
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Markets change. Headlines come and go.
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understand and trust.
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purpose—not reaction. Whether you want a
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market, as far as high school
sports.

“There’s so much support,”
he said. “There are a lot of
great athletes, coaches, and I
enjoy being a part of it.”

providing shelter to 370 people
every night.

“However, during extreme
weather, we can operate with a
red flag policy, a critical emer-
gency response plan designed
to protect the most vulnerable
members of the community
when weather or environmen-
tal conditions pose an immedi-
ate and life-threatening risk,”
she said.

“Building on KARM’s es-
tablished White Flag process
for inclement weather, the
Red Flag response provides a
structured and compassionate
plan of action when conditions
escalate beyond dangerous to
life-threatening,” Lively ex-
plained.
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Lions
From page 1A

amount of time under coach
Matthews is a true testament
to the dedication, hard work
and determination of both the
athletes and the coaching staff.
Undoubtedly, this will not be
their one and only win in our
contest.

“How The West Was Won is
a staple for our readers, our
writers and local athletes. It
brings healthy competition,
community involvement and
weekly recognition of the mer-
its earned on the gridiron. The
Farragut/West Knoxville area
is rich with football talent, and
recognizing that talent is fun-
damentally what has driven
us for the past 18 years. It’s in-
credibly rewarding to be a part
of seven high school programs
that strive for success year af-
ter year.”

The Lions claimed the shiny,
Stetson-adorned prize after
going 6-4 in the regular season
with a plus-170 point differen-
tial providing the difference
between CCS and CAK, which
also went 6-4 with a point mar-

FHS

From page 1A

versity of Tennessee Medical
Center. He then pursued his de-
sire to become a deputy sheriff
with Blount County and began
his career at the BCSO in May
2020, per Berrong’s post. Mow-
ery attended BCSO Regional
Training Academy, graduating
from Class 021 in October 2020,
and was assigned to evening
shift as a Patrol Deputy.

In December 2021, he earned
a coveted spot on the sheriff’s

gin of plus-54.

CCS also expanded on its
success by making its first-
ever postseason appearance in
2025, falling to Jackson Chris-
tian 27-13 in the first round of
the Division II-A playoffs.

This year’s contest was
sponsored by a first-year back-
er, the Billy Houston Group
with Realty Executives. Hous-
ton joined farragutpress at
the team’s banquet on Sunday,
Jan. 4, 2026, to present the tro-
phy and a $500 check to Mat-
thews’ squad.

“It’s been fun,” Houston said
with a smile. “For someone
who has five kids and played
sports in high school, to be as-
sociated with it again has been
fun.”

Houston gave a brief speech
to the players before the check
was presented.

“Part of my speech is on
goals, and in individual and
team efforts in sports, you have
to have goals to accomplish
and have the drive to make you
do better,” Houston said.

The Lions certainly set high
marks this past season. After
reeling off an 8-2 record with

SWAT (Special Weapons and
Tactics) team, where he con-
tinued to serve until his death.

According to his obituary,
one of Mowery’s career high-
lights was being deputized as
amember of the U.S. Marshals
Smokey Mountain Fugitive
Task Force.

“Please pray for Deputy
Mowery’s family, and pray for
our deputies,” Sheriff Berrong
said.

When he was not working in
a job that friends dubbed “his
calling in life,” Mowery loved

a mixed schedule in 2024, Mat-
thews’ team scored 49 points
or more four different times
in 2025 with five games at 42
points or greater. They also
averaged 35 points per outing
with a high of 59 in Week 3.
Also, the only win that did not
include 40 or more points was
a 35-0 shutout over the Georgia
Force.

“The first year was kind
of a JV schedule, just feeling
our way, but really just proud
of what we accomplished this
year,” Matthews said. “We
went 6-5 but were in every
game in the fourth quarter.
Started seven guys on offense
who had never played a high
school snap, so really proud
of these young men. Fantastic
trophy and just a cool thing for
our school.”

He attributed the offensive
success to the many playmak-
ers CCS has on the offensive
side of the ball — some of
whom have FBS offers and
most of whom will be return-
ing next season.

“Everybody back on defense,
nine returners on offense,”
Matthews noted.

fishing and duck hunting with
friends or his beloved choco-
late lab, Ruger.

One of Mowery’s best
friends, 2013 Farragut gradu-
ate Brett Dockery, called Mow-
ery “a special human being,”
adding he “touched so many
people throughout his life and
would put a smile on your face
no matter what.”

Mowery lived up to that at
FHS, where he was a beloved
member of the football team’s
leadership council. He also
worked as the team’s center

Ready to Boost Your

Energy and Recovery?

Health & Wellness
Peptide Therapy
Hormone Therapy

‘ @ Follow us on our socials @medispachoto

()Oilﬂﬂﬂ

ITALIAN DINNERS

SALADS
DELI TRAYS

Anti-Aging
Beauty Treatments

Laser Treatments

’b’rzmcoa ﬁzza

NEW YORK STYLE

Town
From page 1A

has made over the past year,”
Smoak stated.
Highlights from
2025 include:

« Returning to a fully reno-
vated Town Hall;

 Opening the Campbell Sta-
tion Inn as a visitor center and
adding a winter skate park;

« Updating and implement-
ing the Town’s Classification
and Compensation study;

« Completing the Advanced
Traffic Management System,
which reduced travel times;

» Opening a nine-court pick-
leball complex at Mayor Bob
Leonard Park;

- Expanding programming
and participation at the Farra-
gut Community Center;

« Completing an average of
350 building inspections per
month;

 Public Works averaging 30
fleet and 37 department work
orders monthly, including a
sidewalk extension on Com-
blain Road,;

« Expanding “Light the
Park” with additional holiday

during his senior season.

“He was a great kid and a
great student,” Farragut Ath-
letic Director Donald Dod-
gen said. “Great for our com-
munity. He will certainly be
missed.”

“He was a great teammate,”
Courtney added. “All of the
guys who have reached out
to let me know were really
torn up. He had such an outgo-
ing personality and was a class
guy.

“I actually ran into him
about a year ago, and he told

lighting;

+ Repaving 10 lane miles of
roadway, the most in Town
history;

« Adding 127 permeable pav-
er parking spaces and a new
pavilion at McFee Park, along
with trail and sidewalk im-
provements;

- Installing new turf on two
fields at Mayor Bob Leonard
Park;

 Repairing or replacing 18
stormwater drainage pipes;

« Hiring a new finance direc-
tor and Town recorder;

« Completing crisis manage-
ment training for key staff;

« Purchasing a new hotbox
for in-house pothole repairs;

« Completing the Town Cen-
ter development;

« Welcoming numerous new
businesses, including Aldi, Tu-
pelo Honey, Parlor Doughnuts,
Chase Bank, Whataburger and
others.

Smoak said the accomplish-
ments represent only a portion
of the Town’s progress in 2025
and credited staff and elected
officials for their continued
dedication to serving the Far-
ragut community.

me he was with the Blount
County Sheriff’s Office. He
looked great and really seemed
to be happy with what he was
doing.”

Dockery noted he and sever-
al other people came together
Saturday night, sharing mem-
ories of Mowery through tears
and laughter.

“It’s a long road ahead for a
lot of people,” Dockery said.
“But it’s been great to see the
outpouring from people he
touched. His impact was one I
will never forget.”
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Water Into Wine hosted its 10th Annual Ugly Christmas Sweater
Party on Thursday, Dec. 18, bringing festive cheer to its cozy
wine bar in Farragut. Guests enjoyed seasonal cocktails, live
music and a fun atmosphere filled with creativity and laughs.
Friends gathered, photos were snapped and the celebration cap-
tured the spirit of the season. The event marked a decade of
this holiday tradition. For more information about future events,
visit www.waterintowineknoxville.com

Photo submitted

The Home Builders Association of Greater Knoxville held its an-
nual Holiday Open House Thursday, Dec. 4, at Jackson Termi-
nal in downtown Knoxville. The festive evening brought together
members and guests for seasonal refreshments, networking
and holiday cheer in the historic venue. This year’s event also
supported Toys for Tots, encouraging attendees to donate toys
to help brighten the holidays for local children. The gathering
reflected the association’s strong sense of community and
commitment to giving back. For more information about HBA
of Greater Knoxville, upcoming events, or membership, contact
(865) 546-4665 or visit www.hbaknoxville.com

businessbriefs

« Knox County Sheriff’s Office
Sgt. Matt Schlosshan recently
successfully completed a six-
week certification course at the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s Hazardous Devices School,
located at Redstone Arsenal in
Huntsville, Alabama. This elite
training program represents the
gold standard for public safety
bomb technicians across the
United States —the only facil-
ity authorized to provide this
certification. Schlosshan un-
derwent preparation for more
than 12 months and has now

WATCH BATTERY

COUPON

earned his certification as a
highly skilled bomb technician,
according to a KCSO press re-
lease.

“With this accomplishment,
he joins an exclusive group of
approximately 3,000 certified
public safety bomb technicians
nationwide,” it stated. “These
professionals play a critical
role in protecting communities
from explosive threats, and their
specialized training is essential
for ensuring public safety in
an ever-evolving landscape of
hazards.”
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Crunchy Mama Box changes business models

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut business owner
Wanda Malhotra is chang-
ing the business model for
Crunchy Mama Box.

She announced the change
to board members of Shop
Farragut/Farragut Business
Alliance during its meeting in
Farragut Community Center
Wednesday, Dec. 10.

In a subsequent interview,
Malhotra, a member of the
Shop Farragut board, said,
“We are moving away from
being a traditional e-com-
merce retailer — selling physi-
cal products from various
brands — to focusing on the
most successful side of our
business, our Global Wellness
Media and Certification Plat-
form.

She originally launched
Crunchy Mama Box as a mar-
ketplace to find health-related
businesses.

“We aren’'t eliminating the
marketplace model entirely,”
said Malhotra, founder of the
CMB certification program
and Crunchy Mama Box. “In-
stead, we are licensing it inter-
nationally, starting with a ma-
jor partnership in Brazil.

“This allows our U.S. team
to focus on what we do best:
vetting brands and creating
educational content,” she
said. “Our CMB Certification
(Clean, Mindful, Balanced) is
now available to businesses in
all sectors, ensuring they meet
the highest standards of sus-
tainability and ethics.”

She said this affects the Far-
ragut community in three
ways:

» Global spotlight on the
Town: “With over 10,000 global
subscribers on YouTube and
a worldwide podcast audi-
ence, I am using my platform
to showcase Farragut and the
Smoky Mountains as a pre-
mier destination for healthy
living,” Malhotra said. “I am
acting as a global ambassador
for our local ‘green living’ life-
style.”

« Economic innovation: “By
joining Just Homes Group
as the region’s first wellness
realtor, I am bringing a $575
billion global trend direct-
ly to Farragut,” she said.
“My goal, as a resident, is to
attract national and interna-
tional investors and residents
to our area, supporting prop-
erty values and sustainable
development.

Malhotra

“I want to ensure Farragut
is at the forefront of lifestyle
innovation and global wellness
trends,” Malhotra added.

« Supporting local ethical
businesses: “Our new model
makes it easier for local busi-
nesses — from salons and spas
to builders and interior design-
ers — to get certified as ‘gold
standard’ wellness providers,
giving them a competitive edge
and global visibility.

“In short, we are taking a
brand born right here in Far-
ragut in 2019 and turning it
into a global authority that
brings international attention
back to our community,” she
said.

Shrimp Dock in Farragut closes its doors

The Shrimp Dock has been in that Farragut

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Patrons of The Shrimp Dock in Farragut last
week found a note taped to the locked door.

“After many wonderful years, we have made
the difficult decision to close our doors,” the
note stated. “We are incredibly grateful for
your loyal support and all the memories we’ve
shared,” it continued. “Thank you for being
part of our journey. Please visit one of our oth-
er two locations: 5210 Kingston Pike [Bearden]
and 321 S. Calderwood St. [Alcoa].”

“Our lease ended on [Wednesday], Dec. 31,
and it was the slowest of the three locations,”
The Shrimp Dock district manager Lucia Keen
said. “We are looking for another third location
in Knox County, but we have not found that yet.

“It was a hard decision,” Keen said about
closing the store. “We had extended the lease
one time already, and the landlord just needed
something that was more permanent, a longer
lease, than what we wanted to do at that loca-
tion with our sales.

“He [the landlord] needed security, and it just
didn’t make sense for us,” she added.
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location for 17 years, when founder Phil Dangle,
who purchased the original Bearden store from
its founder, Capt. Paul Willis, who started the
Bearden store in 1993.

Then, Dangle and wife Becky decided to retire
and sold The Shrimp Dock on May 9, 2022, to
Randy Burleson, who owned former Aubrey’s
in Farragut.

“I was 75 years old in January,” Phil Dangel
said in 2022. “It’s time to fade away.”

The shops supply fresh fish and seafood, along
with cooking instructions, seasonings, soups,
dips, spreads, sauces, sides and more to their
communities in its market, as well as serve up
po’boys and dinner plates in its restaurants.

The locations in Bearden and Alcoa remain
open and serving customers. The Bearden lo-
cation is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday
through Thursday and Saturday; from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Friday; and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day.

The Alcoa store is open from 10:30 a.m. to 6
p.m., Monday through Wednesday and Satur-
day; from 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., Thursday and Fri-
day; from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
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Admirals looking
for new leadership

FHS volleyball coach,
assistant resign

File Photo
Farragut volleyball coach Andre Alves, pictured here
celebrating after a big play, is stepping down to ac-
cept another job after three seasons as head coach.
His assistant, Sydney Culpepper, also is resigning.

I Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

The Farragut volley-
ball program is looking
for a new leader, as head
coach Andre Alves and
assistant coach Sydney
Culpepper have both re-
signed.

Alves has resigned
to pursue other job op-
portunities, according
to a post from Farragut
Sports Information di-
rector Jack Tate.

Alves served as the

Lady Admirals’ head
coach for three seasons,
compiling an overall
record of 59-31, high-
lighted by a 30-7 cam-
paign in 2024. He led the
2024 team to the district
and region tournament
championships as well
as a Final 4 finish at the
Class AAA state tourna-
ment in Murfreesboro.
“Andre did an out-
standing job for us in
volleyball, but he just got

See LEADERSHIP on Page 3B

Young Lady Hawks split
Harriman Tournament

I Ken Lay
Correspondent

Harriman — Hardin
Valley Academy has one
of the area’s youngest
high school girls basket-
ball teams in East Ten-
nessee. And the Lady
Hawks have endured
their share of growing
pains during a roller-
coaster ride of a 2025-
2026 season.

They closed out the 2025
calendar year by splitting
a pair of games in the
Harriman Tournament.

The youth movement
is in full swing at HVA
but now that the calen-
dar has flipped to 2026,
longtime head coach
Jennifer Galloway is not
going let her squad use
its youth as an excuse.

“I'm pleased with our
progression. We have a
young team,” Galloway
said. “But I told the girls
that we’re not going to use
our youth as an excuse.

“We’ve  played 17
games and we’re not a
young team anymore
and now, we’re moving
mostly into district play
and our girls have 17
games of varsity experi-

See LADY HAWKS on Page 3B

Ellie Hatmaker
Hardin Valley’s Alaina

Lineberry (23) shoots
over Karns defenders
during their game on
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2025.
Lineberry led HVA in scor-
ing in its last two games
of December, pacing a
team that has seen plen-
ty of growth from a young
roster.
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Admirals
battle top
competition
at Winter
Classic

I Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

From Dec. 28 to 31, both Farragut basketball pro-
grams took part in the Smoky Mountain Winter
Classic at Rocky Top Sports World in Gatlinburg.

The Admirals (11-6, 2-2 in District 4-4A) finished
fourth overall as they went 2-2 with four games in
three days.

On the girls side, FHS (9-7, 3-0 District 4-4A) went
1-2 to finish sixth overall in their bracket.

Seniors lead FHS in packed slate

Farragut boys coach J.P. Burris added an extra
game on the first day of the tournament, setting up
a four-game run in three days.

But the Admirals answered admirably, going 2-2
against stiff competition.

Senior Parker Lane averaged 15.7 points per
game while Britton Lewis came in at an average of
12 points across those four contests.

Lane paced FHS with 31 in a 73-56 win over Sec-
tion (AL) in the second game of Farragut’s double-
header on Dec. 29, while Lewis totaled 16 in the
previous game, a 63-47 win against Grant County
(KY). Lewis also nailed a 3-pointer at the buzzer
against Cincinnati Oak Hills, turning a four-point
loss into a 68-67 result.

“Those guys are two of our three captains, and
they’ve done a phenomenal job of leading,” Bur-
ris said. “Parker has been our leading scorer on
the year, but on most nights, Britton will guard the

Ellie Hatmaker
Hardin Valley sophomore Mike Fritts (5) goes in for
a layup against Stone Memorial on Monday,Dec.
22, 2025.

Ellie Hatmaker
Left: Farragut’s Reagan Sheridan (12) drives past
a Hardin Valley defender on Dec. 5, 2025. Sheri-
dan was one of multiple standouts for the Lady
Admirals during their Smoky Mountain Winter Clas-
sic showing at Rocky Top Sports World Dec. 28-
31. Right: Farragut senior Britton Lewis (11) drives
past a First Baptist Academy defender during the
Admirals’ game on Nov. 25. Lewis helped the Ads
reach a 2-2 mark during their Smoky Mountain Win-
ter Classic showing at Rocky Top Sports World Dec.
28-31. He scored 16 points on two separate occa-
sions in that four-day span.

other team’s best player. The fact that he has to do
what he does on defense then produces on offense is
just a testament to the basketball player and leader
he is. They’ve both played really well this year and
in the tournament.”

He noted the same of Reid Vining, who scored 17
in one game, and Dan Lanning, who poured in 14
against Oak Hills.

“We went back-to-back on Monday, and going
two straight is kind of unheard of,” Burris said.
“So I was really proud of our guys for getting two
quality wins, and we relied on some of our guys to
play more minutes than they normally would with
that, too.”

That may have resulted in some fatigue for the
Ads’ Dec. 30 matchup, as Farragut let an early lead
slip away in a 51-49 overtime loss to Warren Central
(KY).

“With going back-to-back, you kind of wonder if
that took something out of our legs and caused us
to run out of steam Tuesday when we lost to War-
ren Central in overtime,” Burris said. “They’re ob-
viously a really good team, and we had a chance to
win in regulation. Just didn’t get a shot off in time
and then had a layup roll off the rim.”

Burris added that senior Aiden Foshie played his
best game in an Admiral uniform that afternoon,
totaling 12 points, though he did not get a chance to
finish it after leaving with a head injury late in the
fourth quarter.

“You have two games that come down to losing by
one possession, and I didn’t do a great job putting
us in a position to win in either one of those last

See ADMIRALS on Page 3B

Hawks close 2025
with pair of wins

Ken Lay
Correspondent

Harriman — The Hardin Valley Academy boys
basketball team closed out the 2025 calendar year
by winning a pair of games at the Harriman Christ-
mas Tournament.

The Hawks, one of the area’s youngest teams, de-
feated the host Blue Devils and Wartburg Central,
have endured an up-and-down season as their 9-8
overall record would indicate.

And despite earning a pair of victories to end the
calendar year on a winning note, HVA coach Andy
Arendt said the tournament was a microcosm of
the 2025-26 campaign.

“We’re a young team and that’s why we decided
to go down there and play in that tournament,”
Arendt said. “We shot the ball well against Harri-

See HAWKS on Page 3B
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Farragut Middle boys roll into
new year on 14-game win streak

I Ken Lay
Correspondent

Clinton — Farragut Middle
School’s boys basketball team
entered the new calendar year
riding the crest of a 14-game
winning streak.

The Admirals (14-1) haven’t
lost since dropping their sea-
son opener to rival Hardin Val-
ley back in early November.

Still, the team has plenty of
work left to do as it pursues a
Knox County Middle School
Basketball Conference regu-
lar-season championship. The
Ads were slated to play rival
West Valley on the road Mon-
day. Results were not available
at press time.

The Admirals will host
Karns on Thursday at the Bob-
by J. Henry Gymnasium on
Thursday. Tipoff is scheduled
for 5:45 p.m.

‘We have some big games
left and even at 14-1 we’re still
going to have to fight for that
No. 1 seed (in the postseason
tournament),” Farragut coach
Shane Wells said. “We still
have to play West Valley and
Karns and they’re both dan-
gerous teams.

“This is a tough, tough
league.”

Farragut will close out the
regular season with a non-
league game at Robertsville in
Oak Ridge on Thursday, Jan.
15.

Over the holiday break,
the Admirals competed in
the Maverick Middle School

Christmas Classic at Ander-
son County High School. Far-
ragut played five games on its
way to winning a tournament
championship.

The Ads had to work a little
overtime to capture the cham-
pionship with a 60-54 win over
KCMSBC rival Bearden Tues-
day, Dec. 30.

“That game against Bearden
was a tough game. They have a
good team,” Wells said.

Henry Crecy had 18 points
against the Bruins. Matthew
Massey added 14 points. Harri-
son Holmes had 10 points. Jay
Hampton scored eight points
and Crawford Childers fin-
ished with seven.

The Admirals also had a
tournament win over Powell.
Farragut defeated the Pan-
thers, 30-18.

Crecy had 16 points and
Childers came up with 12.

Farragut also beat Oneida,
earning a 45-33 victory. In
that game, Crecy and Chil-
dress scored nine points each.
Holmes added seven and
Massey added five.

In preliminary tournament
games, Farragut routed Fair-
view, 62-25.

Crecy finished with 16 points,
while Crawford Childers had
13. Rocco Childers had seven
points and Nolan Titus fin-
ished with six.

The Admirals opened tour-
nament play with a 63-31
win over Midway behind 13
points from Crecy and 13 from
Holmes.

i 2025 Sports Year in Review, Part ||
Fireworks end the year

I Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

The first half of 2025 was
certainly worth remember-
ing for athletes and coaches
across the Farragut area. But
the final six months included
plenty of noteworthy mo-
ments too.

Webb School of Knoxville
ended the year with a splash
hire, bringing in renowned
coach George Quarles to revive
its football program. Webb
reached just one win in 2025,
and former coach Don Ma-
honey stepped down in Novem-
ber following a three-year stint
with the program. The Spar-
tans hope Quarles will have
the same level of success that
he saw at Maryville, where he
won 11 state championships in
18 seasons with a 250-16 record.
Also, Quarles became the fast-
est high school coach in histo-
ry to reach 200 wins. Before re-
turning to the Knoxville area,
Quarles departed his post in
Maryville to become an assis-
tant coach at Furman. He then
became the head coach at East
Tennessee State University for
two seasons and coached tight
ends at Austin Peay in 2024.
Now, the Jefferson County
graduate is glad to be back in
the 865 area code.

“I'm really excited to be
back in East Tennessee and
the Knoxville area,” Quarles
said in a brief interview with
farragutpress. “I am also glad
to be back in high school foot-
ball. It’s a fresh start for Webb

and for me.”

Note: for more on Quarles’
new gig at Webb, see the Jan.
14 issue of farragutpress.

In other gridiron news, Con-
cord Christian made its return
to varsity football this past sea-
son. Under second-year head
coach Steve Matthews, the Li-
ons reeled off a 6-5 record to
reach the playoffs for the first
time ever. In its Division II
Class A matchup against Jack-
son Christian, CCS lost 27-13 to
bring its season to a close. But
the Lions still managed to fin-
ish on top in the How the West
was Won contest, presented by
Billy Houston Group, Realty
Executives It was a tight race
between Concord Christian
and Christian Academy of
Knoxville, as both teams fin-
ished the regular season at 6-4.
However, CCS won based on
point differential, having put
together a scoring margin of
plus-170 versus CAK’s scoring
margin of plus-54. This past
season, CCS also scored 49
points or more four times with
five wins featuring 42 points
or greater. Moreover, the only
Lions win that did not see 40
or more points for Matthews’
squad was a 35-0 shutout over
the Georgia Force.

On the soccer pitch, Bearden
girls soccer won its fourth
Class AAA state title in the
last five years with a 1-0 vic-
tory over Houston in Mur-
freesboro. Bearden’s win came
off the foot of Kennedy Lucas,

See FIREWORKS on Page 3B
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Above left: Bearden’s Natalya Hodge (2) dribbles while being guarded by Upperman’s Cassie
Crouch (3) during the Andrew Johnson Bank Ladies’ Classic championship game on Wednesday,
Dec. 31, 2025. Above right: Bearden’s Justin Nordin (10) goes to shoot over an Oak Ridge de-
fender during their game on Dec. 5, 2025. Recently, Nordin and teammate Carson Asbaty were
named to the All-Tournament team after their performances in The Classic in Bristol.

Bearden squads post impressive showings

I Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

GREENEVILLE — Both
Bearden basketball programs
can take lessons into the New
Year, having put forth notable
performances in their post-
Christmas showcases.

The Lady Bulldogs finished
as the runner-up in the 36th
annual Andrew Johnson Bank
Ladies’ Classic, falling 59-50
against Upperman at Hal He-
nard Elementary School on
New Year’s Eve.

On the boys side, Jeremy
Parrott’s squad upended North
Mecklenberg — one of the top
teams in North Carolina — 62-
52 to claim fifth place at The
Classic, a renowned tourna-
ment at Viking Hall in Bristol.

Lady Bulldogs run out of
gas in Greeneville

In the girls matchup,
Bearden’s loss brought a sour
ending to an otherwise im-
pressive showing in one of the
top tournaments across the
region.

Prior to the loss, BHS (15-3,
3-0 District 4-4A) reeled off a
3-0 record in four days with
wins over Coalfield (80-60),
Greeneville (85-57) and Grace
Christian — when Bearden
gritted its way to a 66-63 dou-
ble-overtime win.

That set the stage for
Wednesday’s championship
game, as Bearden took a 29-25
lead into halftime.

But the Lady Bees stung
back, outscoring BHS 17-5 in
the third quarter to take a lead
they would not relinquish in
the final stanza.

“We knew physical fatigue
would be an issue, having
played such a tough matchup
last night,” Bearden coach
Justin Underwood said
Wednesday. “This tourna-
ment is just as tough as the
state tournament, if not
tougher. So I told them I was
proud of them.

“But we have to be better,
one through 12, and pick it
up when maybe some other
kids are hurting. We had some
injuries, some Kkids playing
through tough situations, and
had some really tired legs.”

That was reflected in the
final box score. Bearden se-
nior Natalya Hodge led the
team with 18 points, 12 in the
first half, after averaging 34
points through the previous
three contests. Meanwhile,
Emma Rainey finished with 8
points for BHS after tallying a
career-high 23 two nights ear-
lier against Greeneville. Both
Hodge and Rainey were named
to the All-Tournament team.

“Those two are our glue,”
Underwood said. “They can
both score at all three levels,
and both those kids played 40
minutes against Grace. So they
gave everything they had, but
you’ve got to hope you can dig
and maybe have other Kkids
give you some stuff.

“We had a couple 3s off the
bench, and we’re proud of
that, but we need to be better
defensively and do better on
some things that are typically
staples of ours.”

But even with the result,
Underwood noted how much
his team ultimately can learn
from this experience.

“You want to be in those
situations, three games in four
days, and I'm proud of our
girls,” he said. “They fight like

crazy. You want to be the last
one standing, but if we can
grow from this and take some
things from it, it will definite-
ly help us in February and
March.”

Before diving back into dis-
trict play, Bearden also took
down Creekside (GA) 73-51 in
the She Got Game Classic in
Atlanta on Jan. 3.

Dawgs show out in Bristol

Parrott’s Bulldogs saw a
similar output in Bristol,
where Bearden (17-1, 3-0 Dis-
trict 4-4A) went 4-1 over a six-
day span.

The Bulldogs finished by
claiming the aforementioned
fifth-place spot, taking home
some hardware for the first
time since they won the entire
event in 2018.

As a program, Bearden is
now 17-6 all-time in six appear-
ances, per Bristol Herald-Cou-
rier reporter Tim Hayes.

“It’s more about simulat-
ing a state tournament type
of environment,” Parrott
said of The Classic. “We took
three trips before now where
we sleep in other beds and get
in other routines. The Clas-
sic is the best because you get
the travel arrangements, the
shooting background in the
arena, and then you add in the
nationally-ranked teams. It’s a
no-brainer to hone or measure
your team.“

See Bulldogs on Page 3B
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Fireworks
From page 2B

who nailed the golden goal in
the second overtime off an as-
sist from Western Kentucky
signee Tyler Roth. The Far-
ragut Middle School softball
program won a title of its own
in October, claiming the Ten-
nessee Middle School State
Championship with a 6-2 vic-
tory over Jefferson County in
Athens, Tennessee, on Oct. 2.

Farragut Middle School
cheer won its first state title
in program history, while
the FMS dance team followed
its national title with a state
championship in jazz later
this year. They finished run-
ner-up in pom but claimed
regional championships in
both events too. That success
extended to the cross country
course, where FHS finished
its TSSAA season in fifth with
a score of 229 at the Class
AAA State Championships in
Memphis. Sam Shagan led the
team at 14th overall, finishing
at 16:12.10 to cap off a year in
which he also claimed a Sec-
tion 2-AAA title by completing
a5,000-meter course in 15:56.36.
On the girls side, Christie
George came in 31st at the
state meet to lead an FHS team
that featured 14 total runners
in attendance. Meanwhile, the
Hardin Valley boys team came
in seventh in the same classifi-
cation with a score of 238, and
Webb’s Calysta Garmer won
her second straight Division
II-AA state title with a time of
17:05.60. She paced a Spartan
team that had four runners in
the top 10 for a first-place fin-
ish — Webb’s third team state
title in as many years. The
Knox Catholic girls finished
as state runners-up, while the
boys notched third overall.

In golf, the Christian Acad-
emy of Knoxville girls and
Hardin Valley Academy boys
both wrapped their seasons
with state titles. The Hawks
unlocked plenty of history

Hawks
From page 1B

man and against Wartburg, we
didn’t play well and we didn’t
shoot it well.”

In the tournament opener
against Harriman, the Hawks
posted a dominant perfor-
mance in an 81-45 victory on
Monday, Dec. 29.

“We went down there know-
ing that we would probably get
two wins,” Arendt said. “Those
are good teams but they are
smaller schools.

“Against Harriman, we shot

Bulldogs
From page 2B

The Bulldogs began with
a 79-28 win over University
High, jump-starting their stay
by forcing 31 turnovers on
Dec. 26.

From there, Navy signee Jus-
tin Nordin led the team with 20
points and eight rebounds in an
81-67 win over Calvary Baptist
Academy, one of the top teamsin
Louisiana. Sean Capshaw added
18 more points, while Carson
Asbaty totaled 13. Nordin and
Asbaty were both named to the
All-Tournament team, as Nor-
din totaled a tournament-high
26 points against North Meck-
lenberg.

in their run, claiming their
first Division I-AA state title
in school history. Eli Glenn
led HVA with a two-day 36-
hole total of 141, while Hunter
Mousa had a two-round total
of 143. For CAK, it was a sec-
ond-straight title in Division
II-A, marking the second time
the program has gone back-
to-back. The first was 2015-16.
This time, senior Western Ken-
tucky signee Isabella Coughlin
led the team to its 11th state
title in Division II-A.

The Farragut area also saw
success on the youth cross coun-
try course, as 10-year-old Yet-
zal Ortega won the junior level
cross country championship.

Farragut reached the 6A
playoffs for the second consec-
utive season, nearly pulling off
an upset over Dobyns-Bennett,
while Hardin Valley finished
.500 to mark its best season in
several years. The Admirals
also beat Bearden for the first
time since 2022 and advanced
to the playoffs for the second
consecutive season under
Geoff Courtney. They did re-
ceive some bad news just be-
fore Christmas, as former FHS
quarterback Corbin Hobson
announced that he is transfer-
ring to Grace Christian Acad-
emy. This past season, Hobson
threw 131 completions on 243
attempts for 1,628 yards and 12
touchdowns and just five inter-
ceptions. Without Hobson, the
Admirals will turn to rising
juniors Hayes Sharp and Kyle
Clark as they seek another
playoff berth in 2026.

Aside from Farragut’s suc-
cess this past season, there
was also gridiron glory in a
newer way. On Oct. 18, the Har-
din Valley flag football team
defeated McGavock 38-30 for
a Unified Flag Football state
title. Numerous Knoxville
schools have added flag foot-
ball amid growing popularity,
and the Hawks went 3-0 at the
state tournament this year to
claim the crown.

In November, Christian

it good against a team that is
well-coached. We had 11 play-
ers score in that game.”

The Hawks had three players
post double figures in the scor-
ing column. Colin Dyreness led
the way with 13 points. Hunter
Ratcliff added 11 points, while
Brad Medzo finished with 10.

Arendt was pleased follow-
ing his team’s victory over the
Blue Devils. This, however,
wasn’t the case after the win
against the Bulldogs on Tues-
day, Dec. 30.

Despite seeing his squad cap-
ture a 57-39 win, the coach was

A Dec. 29 performance
against nationally-ranked
St. Thomas Aquinas pitted
the Bulldogs against a couple
blue-chip recruits, and they
went toe-to-toe before falling
59-56 for Bearden’s first loss

Academy of Knoxville re-
corded its first Division II road
playoff win in school history,
beating Goodpasture 42-35.

In July, a five-gymnast team
from Farragut-based Heidi’s
Musical Gymnatics took third
out of 40 teams at Nationals in
Virginia Beach, Virginia.

In swimming, 14-year-old
Snmy Zimmer broke a pair of
meet records to help the Vil-
lage Green community cen-
ter swim team end a 13-year
Greater Knoxville Area Inter-
club Swimming Association
reign of dominance. Led by
head coach Sarah Fortney, the
VG Gators won the program’s
first GKAISA championship
since 2011. In the process, they
unseated powerhouse Knox-
ville Racquet Club to capture
the 2025 Tom Schumann Me-
morial GKAISA Meet.

As part of its five-win foot-
ball season, Hardin Valley
toppled Bearden 24-7 on Sept.
19 to pick up its first region
win since 2020. The Hawks lat-
er added Jared Tharpe to the
coaching staff in December.

Knoxville Catholic volley-
ball punched its state ticket
on Oct. 18, then lost to Christ
Presbyterian after knocking
off Baylor 3-0. Farragut na-
tive Joe Carson, a member of a
3-on-3 Senior Olympic basket-
ball team based out of North
Carolina, won gold at the Na-
tional Senior Games in Des
Moines, Iowa.

In the dead heat of sum-
mer, schools across the area
were red-hot with All-State
selections from the Tennessee
Sports Writers’ Association.
Six schools were represented
with athletes from Farra-
gut, Christian Academy of
Knoxville, Knoxville Catho-
lic, Bearden, Hardin Valley
and Webb all making the cut.
Between those six schools,
there were a whopping 40 se-
lections across five different
sports: baseball, softball, boys
soccer and boys and girls track
and field.

anything but happy.

“Against Wartburg, we didn’t
play well and we didn’t shoot
well,” Arendt said. “They gave
a better effort and they played
harder than we did.”

Kymamni Smith led the
Hawks’ scoring attack against
Wartburg Central as he fin-
ished with 15 points. He was
the only player to score 10-plus
points against the Bulldogs.

Jax Sparks and Graham
Collerado scored nine points
each for Hardin Valley in its
final game of 2024.

this season.

Bearden lost that one on a
buzzer-beater, Parrott noted,
before bouncing back to beat
Upperman 57-42 and handing
North Mecklenberg a loss to
clinch fifth.
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Lady Hawks
From page 1B

ence this season and I've chal-
lenged them to not use our
youth as an excuse.”

Hardin Valley (8-9) opened
tournament play with a 50-43
loss to Kingston on Monday,
Dec. 29.

The Lady Hawks lost to the
Lady Jackets despite getting
a double-double from Alaina
Lineberry, who finished the
contest with 14 points and 11
rebounds.

Leadership
From page 1B

a better job offer that will take
more of his time,” said Farra-
gut Athletic Director Donald
Dodgen in a statement to the
farragutpress. “He did not feel
like he could give full time to
both jobs, which I totally un-
derstand. I hate to lose him
because he did a great job for
Farragut High School and Far-

ragut volleyball.”

Dodgen has begun the
search for a new head
coach. Any interested ap-
Admirals

From page 1B

two possessions,” Burris said.
“A lot of that falls on me. But
I was proud of how we played,
and we faced good competition
that will help us for district
play for sure.”
Lady Ads go 1-2
in Gatlinburg

At Rocky Top Sports World,
the Lady Ads dropped two
games with a 41-36 win against
South River, Maryland, the de-
fending Class 3A state cham-
pion in that state.

Against Salem, Virgina,
the top 4A team in the Com-
monwealth, FHS lost 70-48 but
competed more closely with
Cherokee Bluff, Georgia, the
defending 3A state champion
from the Peach State, in a 49-44
tournament-opening loss.

Senior KJ McNealy tallied
10.3 points per game, while
junior Reagan Sheridan aver-
aged 9.6 per outing through
the three-game span.

In the win over South River,
Maryland, the Lady Admirals
bounced back from a 12-3 defi-
cit and outscored their oppo-
sition 30-20 in the middle two
quarters to take the lead for
good.

Hardin Valley closed out the
2024 calendar year with a 44-
32 victory over Sweetwater on
Tuesday, Dec. 30.

Lineberry was HVA’s top
scorer as she finished with 11
points. Emma Rhoden had 10,
while Audree Rhien finished
with eight points and 11 re-
bounds.

HVA returned to action Tues-
day against Jefferson County.
Results were not available at
press time. The Lady Hawks re-
sume District 4-4A play on Fri-
day against Lenoir City.

plicants should contact him
by email at donald.dodgen@
knoxschools.org.

When asked what he wants in
the next FHS volleyball coach,
Dodgen began with three words:
“Maintain the program.”

“We've got it posted and
are just waiting for people to
apply, and hopefully we will
start interviewing sometime
this month,” he added. “But 1
want to keep the program at
the same level it’s at right now.
State-level volleyball right
now, and that’s what I want to
maintain.”

Even with the positive result
Tuesday, head coach Jason
Mayfield cited a difference in
his team’s performance from
one day to the next.

“I know we lost Monday, but
we played better than what we
did Tuesday,” he said of the
Cherokee Bluff and South Riv-
er games, respectively. “We’ve
had a few other games like
that, where I feel like we’re
better than the other team but
end up playing flat for what-
ever reason. So just knowing
how to tough one out Tuesday
was certainly a positive.”

Against the Virginia pro-
gram, FHS saw 14 points from
Zoe Porter with 7 from Lily
Mullins.

Their output has helped an-
chor the team in the absence
of players like Gabby Vanack-
er and Rayna Styles, who have
been out with injuries.

“We've played however
many games without those
players, so there’s times I feel
like we should be better,” said
Mayfield. “But we still need to
work on filling those roles.”

He noted that Porter has
stepped up with her shoot-
ing, while Curry is learning
to be more vocal along with
McNealy.

farragutpress is now accepting
political profile submissions
for the 2026 election cycle.

As the 2026 election season approaches, farragutpress
is providing political candidates with an
opportunity to share their message directly with readers
through candidate profiles published in the newspaper.

¢ Each candidate may submit one profile, and the
written content should be 400 words or fewer.

¢ One photograph may accompany the profile.

* While the newspaper will not alter the substance or
message of submitted profiles, it reserves the right to
make spelling and grammar corrections as needed /

AP style.

¢ All submissions will be reviewed by the Publisher

prior to print deadlines to ensure they meet

established standards.

* Candidates need to provide contact information with
their submission in case clarification or follow-up is

necessary.

Candidates may email their political profiles to

editor@farragutpress.com

Deadline for profiles is Friday by 12 p.m.
prior to the following weeks publication.

farragutpress

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37801 | 865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com
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Photos submitted
Top: Former Farragut High School head football coach Dan Bland,
pictured left, with his son John Bland, died Sunday, Dec. 21,
at the age of 81 in Jackson, Tennessee. Several of his friends
and former players took time to remember Bland’s impact as a
coach and an individual.
Above right: The late Dan Bland, a former Farragut head football
coach, gathered with several former players from the 1985 class
at a 40-year reunion in August 2025 at FHS. Pictured from left
to right: Scott Simon, John Bland, Jed Dance, Dan Bland, Tom
Pfeiffer, Chad Bell and Shane Penn.
Above: The late Dan Bland and his wife, Martha Bland.
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A memorable career

Former Farragut football coach leaves legacy

Jake Nichols
Jnochols@farragutpress.com

Roy Stone still can remem-
ber his first impression of Dan
Bland.

It was the spring 1980 in
Stone’s junior year at Farra-
gut High School, and Bland
had just been hired to replace
former coach Ken Sparks.
Sparks, of course, would go on
to achieve historic success at
the college level with Carson-
Newman University.

But Coach Bland — in the
midst of a memorable career
himself — was just getting
started in west Knoxville. One
film session was all Bland
needed to familiarize himself
with his new team.

“I remember when he first
pulled us all together in the
auditorium,” recalled Stone,
then a running back for the
Admirals. “He said, ‘T've been
looking at some film. And y’all
are soft.””

“That got our attention,”
Stone added. “He came in and
called it right out.”

Mr. Bland swiftly changed
that approach at Farragut,
guiding the Admirals to a 53-24
record with two district titles
and the first state semifinal
appearance in school history.
That seven-year stretch was
just one stop in his memo-
rable career, which spanned
multiple states through four
decades with a final record of
175-112.

Bland’s career — and life as
a whole — have been remem-
bered with fondness after his

death at age 81 on Dec. 21 at
his home in Jackson, Tennes-
see. In the days since Bland’s
death, farragutpress has spo-
ken with a few of his relatives,
friends and former players.
Together, those different ac-
counts have woven a tapestry
befitting a former FHS skip-
per whose legacy extends far
beyond the numerous fields on
which he coached.
Rooted in physicality

Before leading Farragut or
any other program, Bland ex-
perienced plenty of success as
a player.

A native of Covington, Ten-
nessee, he carved out a mem-
orable college career as a
halfback at Mississippi State.
There, under the tutelage of an
assistant coach named Johnny
Majors, Bland grew into a siz-
able halfback who wreaked
havoc across the SEC. He led
the nation in kickoff return
yardage with 558 in 1964, a re-
cord that stood for more than
40 years. That same year, he
helped the Bulldogs — then
called the “Maroons,” accord-
ing to the New York Times
— beat Ole Miss for the first
time since 1946. In 1965, Bland
served as a team captain and
helped the Bulldogs upset
Heisman Trophy favorite Steve
Spurrier in Gainesville.

One year later, he was draft-
ed by the Houston Oilers of
the American Football League
and the San Francisco 49ers of
the NFL. Bland opted for San
Francisco, then suited up for
the Pittsburgh Steelers and,
later, the Houston Oilers to

LUTHERAN CHURCH

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626
SunDAY WORSHIP
9am. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
865-671-1885

CHRIST

COVENANT
PCA

Worship Times
9:30 am

and
11:00 am

For more infqrmation go to
www.christcov.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM
Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m.
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

-y o

i fanra

.:-_-r_ e CHURCHgCHI?IST

136 Smith Rd. - 865-966-5025 - farragutchurch.org

CONCORD| | 47
& uNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

11020 Roane Drive
Sunday
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently

WESTGATE
CHURCH

416 N. Campbell
Station Road

Sundays @10:30 am

God'’s presence

All Worship Services on-site and online. is real
Nursery available for both services. GOd’S promises
ConcordUnited.org Come and See!

Watch our services on
Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

www.westgatechurchknox.com

FARRAGUT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

“Praising God, Serving Others,
Growing in Faith”

¢

Family Friendly
Casual Worship
9a.m.

With a children’s program
for ages 3 and up.
Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.
Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from
birth to age 3 at both services

209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 « fpctn.org

@ TWO,RIVERS

SATURDAY | 5:30P
SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

MID-WEEK TIMES

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry
The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

O@OITW oRiversTN

Web: 2RC.tv | P: 865.777.2121

275 Harmrison Ln., Lenoir City, TM 37772

bring his pro career to a close
in 1968.

Throughout his time in col-
lege and the NFL, Bland used
a physical running style that
played into his own philosophy
as a coach.

“You need to have physical-
ity to win consistently, and he
knew that,” said Bland’s son,
Farragut alum John Bland. “I
think that’s why he was such a
good coach, too.”

Years later, Stone benefitted
from that approach when the
elder Bland took over the Ad-
mirals. Bland switched FHS
from Sparks’ Veer option to
a Power I formation, offering
specific instruction for how to
run the ball.

“We loved when he put that
in because it meant we got to
run a lot,” Stone said with a
chuckle. “And (Bland) taught
his top running backs how to
finish, too. I remember one
time we were getting ready to
scrimmage a team, and he told
us, ‘If you break into the open
field, instead of just going for
a touchdown, you find a defen-
sive back, and you go punish
him.”

Coach Bland’s physical ap-
proach went far beyond the
field, too, as former Tennes-
see long snapper Joel Farmer
noted from his own time with
Farragut.

“We would wrestle and box
during the offseason, which re-
ally helped,” Farmer said. “It’s
a tough world out there, and
people want the more comfort-

See BLAND on Page 5B
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Bland
From page 4B

able path. Then when they get
slapped in the head by some-
thing in life, they’re not ready
for it.

“l see now what Coach
Bland was trying to do — not
just getting us ready to play
Oak Ridge or whoever else,
but getting us ready to face ad-
versity in our lives. That stays
with you.”

Bland’s words clearly reso-
nated with Farmer, who later
followed his coach’s advice
by trying out to become the
Vols’ long snapper. He wound
up earning a scholarship and
played under Majors in the
famed 1986 Sugar Bowl win
over Miami.

“That was a God thing,”
Farmer said. “It changed my
life.”

In the more immediate fu-
ture, coach Bland’s words
helped the Admirals improve
from 7-4 in 1980 to 11-2 in 1981.
That year, Farragut caught
fire to capture the Class AAA
District 3 championship and
reach the state semifinals.

Among an 11-2 record, one
win stood out: a 35-7 drubbing
of Oak Ridge to snap the Wild-
cats’ 29-game win streak. In a
game that the Admirals des-
perately wanted, one Bland
decided to pour a bit more salt
into the wound.

Bland’s elder son, late Far-
ragut quarterback  Mike
Bland, walked up to the line
of scrimmage and offered
a warning to the Oak Ridge
players.

“We’re going to run it right
there,” he said, extending his
finger to point to the exact
spot. “And you can’t stop it.”

That confidence, while loud
in others, was quietly present
in Bland’s coaching style. He
passed that same approach on
to his son John, now a coach
for Little Rock Catholic.

But it also seeped into two
other coaches who found suc-
cess after working with Bland.
And when they faced off
against each other, Joe Gaddis
and Eddie Courtney both used
lessons they learned from
him.

‘A near perfect man’

Gaddis was the first of the
two coaches to encounter
Bland, as they connected in
1968.

At the time, Gaddis was a
junior defensive back at West
Tennessee’s Jackson High
School, which later turned
into Jackson Central-Merry
(JCM).

“He moved in and became
my position coach,” Gaddis
reflected of Bland. “Like most
guys, I took to him immedi-
ately. He was so enthusiastic,
positive and just magnetic.

“He’s the reason I became a
football coach. I wanted to be
like him. He is the reason I am
who I am today.”

They forged a relationship
beyond a typical player-coach
bond, which began when
Bland hired Gaddis to join
him at Tullahoma High School
in 1976.

“We became like brothers
over half a century,” Gaddis
said. “Whether we saw each
other all the time or not, we
talked probably every month
or two for 57 years. He was my
best friend of a lifetime.”

From Tullahoma, Bland and
Gaddis went to Farragut in
1980. There, Courtney joined
the staff after working under
Sparks to form the second
limb of Bland’s remarkable
coaching tree.

“He believed in having great
people to surrounding him
with, and he let you coach,”
Courtney said. “He gave you
responsibility and expected
you to fulfill that.”

“And he made coming to
work fun,” Gaddis added. “He
kept things light on the staff,
something I tried to continue
in my own career. He was
the best storyteller I've ever
known, too.”

After branching off from
Bland, Courtney and Gaddis
wound up finding success on
their own, too.

At FHS, Courtney led the
Admirals to a 204-121 record,
including the program’s first
state title in 2016. He also bat-
tled through cancer and dis-
played the same kind of tough-

ness he wanted his players to
show on the field.

At Oak Ridge, Gaddis went
196-58 over two separate stints
to become the winningest
coach in program history. He
wound up with more than 300
wins through multiple stops as
a head coach.

He and Courtney faced off
several times in an intense
Farragut-Oak Ridge rivalry,
forming their own friendship
that transcended whatever
happened on the field.

In short, each coach reached
his pinnacle, just as Bland did.

But both coaches saw Bland
traverse plenty of personal
valleys, too — none bigger
than the death of his son Mike
in a 1986 car accident.

“He dealt with adversity on
the field and in life better than
anyone I had seen,” Gaddis
recalled. “That was obviously
a tough, tough time. He han-
dled that better than anyone
thought was possible.

“Ilearned so much from him
about football and how to deal
with people and how to be a
positive force. He was a spe-
cial guy. In addition to being
a great coach and mentor, he
was even better as a father and
a person. A near perfect man.”

While Bland handled the
situation in an admirable way,
his surroundings at Farragut
became too tough to stomach
in the grief that followed.

“We really loved our time
there and probably would have
stayed longer,” John Bland
said. “But when Mike’s car
wreck happened, Dad really

needed a change of scenery.”

Bland ultimately coached at
a few other programs across
the Southeast, most in west
Tennessee with one stop in
Pascagoula, Mississippi. In
his final year at Humboldyt, his
last as a head coach, he met a
familiar foe twice to bring his
career full-circle.

“When I was at Peabody in
Trenton in 2012, Coach Bland
was at Humboldt,” Gaddis re-
called. “We played them dur-
ing the regular season and
again in the playoffs.”

Gaddis and Peabody won
both games, besting his life-
long friend two separate times.
One of those victories even
snapped a 17-game win streak
Bland had accumulated with
the Vikings. But for Gaddis,
neither that win nor the other
one against his mentor proved
half as sweet as the games they
coached together.

“We’re both fierce competi-
tors, and I wanted to win. But I
did not want (Bland) to lose ei-
ther,” Gaddis explained. “I did
not enjoy that at all. The build-
up was kind of fun, but that
was a very bittersweet time.”

Ultimately, Bland was fired
from his final post at Humboldt
in a move that Bland himself
called “stunning,” according
to a 2012 Northwest Tennes-
see Today article. His descrip-
tion was accurate, as Bland
had just been named District
Coach of the Year.

He went on to serve as an
assistant at Peabody under
Ricky Woods — who replaced
Gaddis — and they promptly

handed Bland’s former team a
21-20 loss in 2013. Later, Bland
even returned to Humboldt to
assist the man who had taken
over his former post before ul-
timately calling it a career.

Throughout all of that, one
moment stood out to those
who knew Bland best. Less
than a day after he had been
removed at Humboldt, two of
his assistant coaches resigned
in a show of support for their
leader.

“That’s the kind of support
he had,” said John Bland. “It
was amazing.”

A fulfilling legacy

That move spoke to Bland’s
invaluable impact, and no one
felt that more than his chil-
dren. The longest-reaching
piece of his father’s coaching
tree, John Bland played for his
dad at Farragut before con-
tinuing his football career at
Arkansas under Ken Hatfield.

“People would ask me how
it was to play for my dad,” he
said with a smile. “He would
be even harder on me because
he knew he could be, but I
didn’t think of it that way. I got
the best of both worlds, hav-
ing him as a coach in practice
but getting a little more at the
house, too. So I had an advan-
tage and a blessing in being his
player and his son.”

That blessing flowed into
John’s own coaching career,
as he worked as a graduate
assistant under Pat Dye at Au-
burn. Like his dad, John Bland
worked at multiple institutions
before landing at Catholic in
Little Rock.

Given his output at FHS,
John was named to the Farra-
gut High School Hall of Fame
in 2019. His dad was no stranger
to such honors, having been
named to the Halls of Fame in
Madison County and at Coving-
ton High. But the Farragut one
specifically was special.

“I felt like I was represent-
ing him and my brother,” John
Bland said. “It was really all
three of us with the Bland
name being recognized in a lot
of good ways. He really made
an impact there.”

That impact resonated this
past August, as father and
son returned to Farragut for
a memorable reunion with
hordes of former Admirals.

“When he got there, we bare-
ly got him to sit down because
so many people stopped him to
talk,” John said. “He held court
at that reunion, and it showed
how much he loved his players
and treated them right.”

Forty-five years after that
first meeting at FHS, Bland
once again found a way to
shock his Admirals. Except
this time, instead of telling
them how soft they were, he
regaled them with stories of
everything they accomplished
together.

“He was every bit as intense
as he ever was,” Farmer said.
“He was telling stories, and ev-
erybody sat around like Kkids
with their mouths open listen-
ing. He still had that influence.“

“We had some good times
and some good players,” John
added. “He sure loved it, and
the kids loved him, too.”
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Newly renovated
Nancy J. Land
Center to combat
homelessness

Staff Reports
editor@farragutpress.com

YWCA of Knoxville and
Tennessee Valley official-
ly opened the doors of the
100-year-old, newly renovated
downtown building now called
the Nancy J. Land Center.

The ribbon cutting and cel-
ebration were planned to be
held on Wednesday, Jan. 7,
at 10:30 a.m. at YWCA at 420
W. Clinch Ave. in downtown
Knoxville.

The center will support and
expand the Jenny Boyd Keys
of Hope Program for Women,
which combats homelessness
and ensures women in need
have the chance to rebuild
lives devastated by domestic
abuse, addiction, loss and oth-
er challenges.

The recent renovation add-
ed nearly 30 percent more
resident rooms to the building
and expanded the program to
provide services for more than
200 women each year who oth-
erwise would be homeless.

The program has a proven
success rate: 90 percent of
women who complete the
Keys of Hope program secure
employment and independent
housing.

The program is a proven
solution to homelessness at
a fraction of the cost. The
YWCA invests nearly $6,000
per woman per year while the
annual taxpayer cost to sup-
port a chronically homeless

Pamela Michele Gray (née
Bailey) passed away Dec. 27,
2025, in Knoxville, Tennessee.

She was born April 25, 1952,
in Uniontown, Pennsylvania,
and spent her early years in
Hopwood before her family
relocated '
to the Pitts-
burgh area.
She at-
tended el-
ementary
schools in
Hopwood,
Bethel Park
and MLt.
Lebanon,
and gradu-
ated from The Village Acad-
emy in Bethel Park. She later
attended Penn State Univer-
sity and graduated from the
Gemological Institute of
America.

While in college, Pam dis-
covered her gift for computer
technology. After working in
Harrisburg for the State of
Pennsylvania, she moved to
the Washington, D.C., area,
where she met and married
her husband, Bob. Pam built
a successful career in the tech

Gray

obituaries

industry as a senior systems
analyst and senior systems
engineer. She worked for USA
Today, the Bureau of National
Affairs, MCI Communications
and Qwest Communications.
Though she received numer-
ous professional awards, she
most valued the personal let-
ters of appreciation from team
members she mentored.

Pam had a deep love for
dogs, birds and gardening. She
was an avid reader, especially
drawn to historical subjects.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Clifford and Al-
thea B. Bailey, and her brother,
Charles B. Tackaberry.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Robert Gray; sister, Mau-
reen McMahan; stepson, Greg
Gray (Viki); nieces, Christina
Bevill (Chad) and Madison Im-
hof (Seth); nephew, Brandon
McMahan; grandnephews, Cy
and Colbey Bevill; and her be-
loved beagle, Mia.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to
the ASPCA (aspca.org), Mercy
Chefs (mercychefs.com) or Sa-
maritan’s Purse (samaritans-
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Tennessee
Home Rerair & Remoneune Go., Inc.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

-—

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co. |

purse.org).

All Work Guaranteed!
ver 30 Years Experience

Judith “Judy” Sewell Her-
bert, age 84 of Farragut, passed
away on Thursday, January 1,
2026. She loved spending time
with her family and friends
camping in Townsend, TN,
at Big Meadow Campground.
Judy was
an avid
Tennessee
sports fan,
especially
Lady Vols
basketball.

Preceded
in death by
her hus-
band of 59
years, Joe
Herbert; parents, Casper and
Mary Jean Nevins Sewell;
brothers-in-law, Jon Herbert
and Jim Herbert; sisters: Jo
Marie Kaiser and husband
Larry, Betsy Hanks, and Joyce
Swain.

Survived by her son and
daughter-in-law, Jerry and
Dee Dee Herbert; her cher-
ished granddaughters, Abbie
Herbert, who graduated from
ETSU as a Registered Nurse,
practicing now at Children’s
Hospital, and Emily Herbert,

Herbert

who graduated from UT, and
is in pursuit of her Masters
of Occupational Therapy;
brother-in-law, Jack Herbert,
Ronnie Swain, James Hanks;
sisters: Rachel Palmer (E.O.),
Rita Duncan (Ray), and Dale
McKenzie (Jerry) along with
many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to ex-
tend a special thank you to Ju-
dy’s niece, Jennifer Reynolds,
who lovingly cared for her. The
family is also grateful to Jenni-
fer Gillman with Aging Adult
Assistance for the wonderful,
loving care and friendship for
the past several months.

The family will receive
friends from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on
Sunday, January 4th, at Click
Funeral Home in Lenoir City.
A Celebration of her Life will
follow at 3 p.m. with Mr. Jason
Ridenour officiating. Family
and friends will gather at 10
a.m. on Monday, January 5th,
in the Concord Masonic Cem-
etery for graveside services
and interment. Click Funer-
al Home, 109 Walnut Street,
Lenoir City, is in charge of
arrangements. clickfuneral-
home.com

_ ROSE

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway
523-2121

MORTUARY

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Mann Heritage Chapel

wwu. 7’056‘7’}’107’1’%47_)/. con

6200 Kingston Pike
588-8578

person is estimated at more
than $40,000.

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”

865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis,
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

A

service

directory

misc.
services

Removal
- Demolition
Residential & Commercial * Hauling

REED BACON
Owner, Operator
Text or Call o &)
865.254.4464 *

www.baconjunkremoval.com

BACON

’-'—'EEEE f L%
ﬂ-ﬁﬂ@@ﬁ[ﬂi@i

£ g qd

ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS
= Water Heaters - Boiler Work
= Housing Additions
= Renovations/Remodel
= Gas Lines - Well Pumps
LICENSED + INSURED + BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

Service Directory Service Directory

Advertising Rates Service Directory Payments
TN B1C CH——— $60/mo. Advertising Deadlines Payments may be made by
2 BIOCK.ccceieeeieieeieiees $115/mo. ) cash, check or credit card.
3 BIOCK...cueueiinin #170/mo. Display Ads Prepayment is required on
ABlock:s it :225/m0- Eropen O Clomn all classified advertising.
g S:ock ...................... $335/mo. P py: These Cards Gladly Accepted:
[0 o] < ST 445/mo. Fr|daysy noon

Spot color *5/mo.
Process color #15/mo.

-

Do you have a unique business or service?
Adpvertise in the farragutpress service directory! Call Linda at 865-218-8881

S

lawn &
landscaping

Residential & Commercial Landscape Design
£ DESIGN ¥ INSTALL # MAINTAIN

= Custom Landscaping & Beds
+» Professional Installation

WE
BUY
HOUSES

[ENNESSEE WILDLIFE RELOCATION
CERVICES |

AFFORDABLE AHD EPENDABLE

Va

« Planis, Shrebs, Flowers, Trees
» River Rock, Hulch, Finestrow
= Snd, Send & Restoralion

« utdoor Lighting Systems

« rrigadion & Drasn Sysiems

MOWING
LEAF REMOVAL

Fall & Winter Cleanup
e Pruning

NSURED. | ICENSED

PHOKE 865/ 320-4616
THWILDLIFERELO@GMAIL COM

865-444-8804

KNOX, LOUDON, AND BLOUNT COUNTIES

» Pavers, Walkways, Retaining Walls i

 Patios Fice Fi. Malhet Ams ° Busl.l Hogging o Mulch

+ Parking Areas & Entrance Ways Delivery Available

» Bed Refreshing, Weeding, Pruning

= Seasonal Cleanup & mane, just ask! CAI_L TODAY

S S R Free Consultation & Quote
Transfo ourtd DREAM GARDENS INC.

!P‘Dcnﬂs, drr;“umugnma tcflia.l';.' Reed Strozler - 865-258-1844 865-242-2695
Licensed, Bonded & instvedin TN, DeeambardeasBi5com | Rend@OreamEardensE5.com Gary & Tammy M|||S, Owners

home repair & improvement

Serving East Tennessee since 1974

ontrol Service
Locally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee
for over 50 years!

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture
CALL TODAY

865-690-1662

L1

Ve,

¥

www.otispestcontrol.net

Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly |

Residential & Commercial —
Pest Control

= Termite Control :

= Mosquito Control
= Wildlife Removal
= Pre-Construction-

T
|]|"'

'I'I|II"1"| !

Mention this ad for
25% off first

monthly or
quarterly pest
control service.

Visit us on Facebook i

Howard Mitchell

Painting & Drywall™

Let us remodel
your bathroom!

Enjoy a bathroom
for your lifestyle

Interior & Exterior
30 Years experience

Pressure Washing

Make Appointments Now
for FREE Fall Estimates

BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL Licensed & Insured

865-368-2869

Licensed & Insured

City View

Magazine
“Best of the Best”,
2013-2025

%  References Available
Honest = Reliable = Neat =Clean

865-202-8350

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Cross Home Repairs Off Your List
- FREE Estimates
= Licensed & Insured
= 20+ Years Experience
= 5% Rated
= No Job Too Small

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

RANDY THE PAINTER

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Interiors & Exteriors Painting 30% OFF

Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood
Ref/lair & Pressure Washing All/Interior; Painting
FA Through February,

ILY OWNED & OPERATED
* %k *k 5 star Google Reviews

) Licensed & Insured ® 45 Yrs Experience

=

www.westknoxhandyman.com

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”
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Feeling festive with
Farragut Library staff

Photo submitted

Knox County Public Library’s Farragut branch staff, from left,
Merry Shipley, Pat Kegley, Wendy Rogers and Lynn Bochbnek
were ready to welcome patrons during the holidays.

classified

Classified Advertising Rates

Line Ads

Private Party 15 words 47 /4 weeks
Commercial 25 words *57 /4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week

Display Ads
$11.25 per column inch

employment
zone

203 HELP WANTED

classifieds

625 AUCTION

=7

e A e

B.Ii}DING BEGINS TO CLOSE:

Thursday, January 15th at 12PM - Noon (ET)
OPEN HOUSE:
Tuesday, January 13th from 2-4PM (ET)

3.204+/- acres with Home Offered in 2 Tracts
Located just off of Gallaher View Road within the city limits of Knoxville

Lot 1 - 1.392+/- acres - Beautiful Building Lot
Lot 2 - 1.812+/- acres with Mid-Century All-brick Basement Ranch Home

Awesome property to build your dream home on the vacant lot, keep in its current

state, or build your dream home and keep the current house as a guest house or rental

Private feel with easy access to amenities

KENNY PHILLIPS,

To place your
Classified ad
in farragutpress
please call

Classified Advertising Classified Payments 865-675-6397
Deadlines Payments may be made by cash,
Line Ads check or credit card. Prepayment is (0] ¢ fax
Mondays, 11:00 am required on all classified advertising.
Display Ads These Cards Gladly Accepted: 86 5‘6 7 5‘16 7 5 .
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon = e B
000 LEGALS

FOR MORE DETAILS, TERMS & ONLINE BIDDING VISIT: www.powellauction.com

K» POWEL

8y AUCTION & REALTY, LLC
AUCTIONEER -

6729 PLEASANT RIDGE ROAD
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921
865-938-3403

LIC # 2385

000 LEGALS

4 §
nMraco

farragutpress

is seeking an

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVE

Full time
position available.

The candidate should
be comfortable speaking
to business professionals
and possess good
written and verbal
communication skills.

Must be organized
and self motivated.

Sales or customer service
experience preferred, but
will train the right individual.

Send resume to
khartman@
farragutpress.com

(P |farragut

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 AT 6:00 PM

I. Roll Call, Silent Prayer, Pledge of Alle-

giance

I. Approval of Agenda

I11. Approval of Minutes

A. December 11, 2025 Board of Mayor and

Aldermen Meeting Minutes

IV. Mayor’s Report

. Founders Week Proclamation
Ordinances & Resolutions

. Ordinances

. First Reading

. Approval of Ordinance 26-01, an Ordi-

nance of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee

on First Reading, Amending the Fiscal

Year 2025-2026 General Fund and Capital

Investment Program Fund Budget, Passed by

Ordinance 25-10

2. Second Reading & Public Hearing

a. Approval of Ordinance 25-24, an Ordi-

nance of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee on

Second Reading, Amending the Fiscal Year

2025-26 Capital Investment Program Fund

Budget, Passed by Ordinance 25-10

VI. Business Items

A. Approval of Bids and Award of Contract

o~ > <>

2026-17 for llluminated Street Sign Installa-
tion to Stansell Electric Company, Inc.

B. Approval of Bids and Award of Contract
2026-16 Construction of McFee Dog Park to
Fuel Tank Maintenance Company d/b/a

FTM Contracting

C. Approval of Change Order 002 to Contract
25-15, Mayor Bob Leonard Park Pickleball
Complex

D. Approval of Payment to Tennessee
Department of Transportation for Decorative
Lighting on SR-332 (Concord Road) Project
E. Approval of Installation of Traffic Calming
Measures for Union Road from Everett Road
to Smith Road

F. Approval of Installation of Traffic Calming
Measures for Midhurst Drive from the
Eastern Intersection of Foxford Drive to
Barbara Lane

G. Approval of Request for Supplement

from JMT, Inc. for Additional Acquisition
Services for Union Road Right of Way
Acquisition

VII. Citizens Forum

VIII. Town Administrator's Report

IX. Town Attorney’s Report

X. Adjournment

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation,
age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring,
employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

{®|farragut

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934
865.966.7057 | WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ON PROPOSED CODE OF ORDINANCES

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on the adoption
of municipal code of ordinances will be held by the Board
of Mayor & Aldermen of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee, at
6:00 p.m. on the 22nd day of January 2026, at the Farra-
gut Town Hall, 11408 Municipal Center Drive, Farragut, TN
37934, to hear citizen comments on the following ordinance:

1. Ordinance 26-01, an Ordinance to amend the Fiscal Year
2025-2026 General Fund and Capital Investment Program
Fund Budget, Passed by Ordinance 25-10.

A copy of the proposed code of ordinances is available online at www.townoffarragut.org
or the recorder’s office for anyone who desires to examine it in advance of the hearing.
It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336
in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

000 LEGALS
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11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 | 865.966.7057 | WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 6:00 PM

{®|farragut

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934
865.966.7057 | WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ON PROPOSED CODE OF ORDINANCES

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on the adoption
of municipal code of ordinances will be held by the Board
of Mayor & Aldermen of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee, at
6:00 p.m. on the 12th day of February 2026, at the Farra-
gut Town Hall, 11408 Municipal Center Drive, Farragut, TN
37934, to hear citizen comments on the following ordinanc-
es:

1. Ordinance 26-02, an ordinance to amend the Farragut
Code of Ordinances, Appendix A. — Zoning, Chapter 3., Sec-
tion XII., General Commercial District (C-1), Subsection F.
Mixed Use Town Center, 3., Building Facade Requirements,
to provide for new buildings to follow the Town of Farragut
Architectural Design Standards, as amended, for the Town
Center Subarea and remove reference to the Town Center De-
sign Requirements.

2. Ordinance 26-03, an ordinance to amend the Farragut
Code of Ordinances, Appendix A. — Zoning, Chapter 2. Defini-
tions, to provide for a definition of Interactive Sports Analysis
Services and Chapter 3., Section XVII., Office District (O-1),
Subsection B. Permitted Principal and Accessory Uses and
Structures, to add Interactive Sports Analysis Services as a

1) Call to Order

I1) Approval of Agenda

I11) Approval of Minutes

A) Approval of minutes for the December
18, 2025 meeting.

1V) Action Items

A) Presentation of a resolution to com-
memorate Betty Dick Day

B) Request for approval to extend fiber
cable for Comcast along the north side of
Kingston Pike just east of the intersection
with Brooklawn Street, then along the east
side of N. Campbell Station Road crossing

N. Campbell Station Road and along the
south side of Jamestowne Boulevard to
service 11507 Kingston Pike (Comcast,
Applicant)

C) Discussion and public hearing on a site
plan for the West End Center, Phase 3,
171 West End Avenue, Zoned C-1/MUTC
(The Architecture Collaborative, Applicant)
D) Discussion and public hearing on right
of way improvements associated with the
EZ Stop Convenience Market to be con-
structed outside the Town limits at 1064
Concord Road, 4.69 Acres, Zoned CN

(Knox County Zoning)(Cannon & Cannon,
Applicant)

V) Discussion Items

A) Discussion on amendments to the Far-
ragut Code of Ordinances, Chapter 111 -
Stormwater Management Control, Section
111-7. - Design standards for detention
and/or retention ponds, to provide for
potential exemptions related to the peak
discharge of stormwater in the lower por-
tions of major watersheds

V1) Approval of Utilities

VII) Citizens Forum

permitted use.

3. Ordinance 26-04, an ordinance to amend the Farragut
Zoning Map to rezone the property referenced as Parcel
05501, Tax Map 152 and Parcel 055, Tax Map 152 (12232
Turkey Creek Road), from Agricultural (A) to General Sin-
gle-Family Residential (R-2).

4. Ordinance 26-05, an ordinance to amend the Farragut
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 24, Subpart B., Article 3 — Vest-
ed Rights in Development Standards, by providing for up-
dated provisions consistent with recent amendments to the
Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA).

A copy of the proposed code of ordinances is available online at www.townoffarragut.org
or the recorder’s office for anyone who desires to examine it in advance of the hearing.
It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336
in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

The Farragut Municipal Planning Commission welcomes and invites Farragut residents to participate in public meetings.

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran status pursuant
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to disabilities,
please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad
or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise
in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.
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About 300 children, parents and grandparents joined in the celebration
of a new year when Town of Farragut hosted its annual New Year’s at
Noon Wednesday, Dec. 31, in Farragut Community Center.

Youngsters and their families had ample opportunities to enjoy a bub-
bly non-alcoholic drink, make their own party hats, have photos made
and play games before the official “balloon drop” in the gymnasium,
when balloons suspended from the ceiling are let loose over the children.

Above:
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Therrien
and
daughter,
Riley, 2

Right: vy ‘
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From left, twins
Aylin and Alana
Albanna, 4; mom
Hevron Albanna;
and lvana
Albanna, 7

Left:

Quinn Hubing, 7,
with mom, Katie
Hubing

Below:
Ruby Evans, 3
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Charles Butler with
wife Stephanie,
daughter Charlotte, 7,
and son, Noah, 2

Right: Charlotte
Woodruff, 4



