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Jake Nichols

Board debates law
enforcement needs

Reports of mail theft rise in Farragut

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Anyone planning to mail a check
to pay a bill is advised to take the
check inside the post office to mail.

“I will never mail another
check,” said one Farragut resi-
dent, who asked to remain anony-
mous and was a victim of mail
fraud. She reported the theft of
her check on Jan. 13.

“I mailed a check at the drive-up
mailbox at the Farragut Post Of-
fice,” she said. “About a week lat-
er, the person to whom I had writ-

ten the check asked me if I mailed
it. I said yes.

“After checking, I noticed the
check was cashed within a day but
not to the person I was sending it
to,” the resident said. “I looked at
the bank account online and saw
someone had taken the name off
and put a different name on it. Ev-
erything else on the check was the
same.

“This had never happened to me
before,” she said. “I thought, ‘Oh,
no, I'm out that money.” I called
the bank. There’s a whole protocol
you have to go through. After mul-

tiple calls, this is what I found out:

“First, I had to file a police re-
port,” the resident said. “Then I
had to get a copy of that report in
person and take it to the bank and
fill out an affidavit.”

Once the affidavit was filled out,
she had to close the account on
which the check was written, then
open a new account.

“It took a week or so to get all
the auto pays and other transac-
tions moved to the new account,”
the resident said. “But I did it, and

See MAIL on Page 4A

Groundhog day

amid growth

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

As Farragut continues
to grow, questions are be-
ing raised about whether
the town has enough law
enforcement  coverage
to meet increasing de-
mands.

During a workshop
retreat of the Farragut
Board of Mayor and Al-
dermen held Friday,
Jan. 23, at Turkey Creek
Medical Center, Town
Administrator David
Smoak proposed pay-
ing for two Knox County
Sheriff’s Office deputies
to provide additional ser-
vice to the town.

With Farragut’s
growth, Smoak said the
Town is experiencing in-
creased traffic and speed-
ing. He also cited recent

incident reports showing
a rise in mail thefts that
have led to check fraud.
A while back, ‘“the
mayor and I met with
Bernie Lyon, trying to
get additional services
for the town,” Smoak
said, referring to the for-
mer Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office chief deputy
who has since died. The
discussions focused on
adding patrol officers
within Farragut, he said.
Smoak also noted con-
cerns about the loss of
the sheriff’s office pre-
cinct location on Park-
side Drive, which was
moved to Cedar Bluff.
“At the same time,
we’ve had a captain in
place in the Farragut
precinct for 20 years,”

See LAW on Page 2A

New class enters hall

Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

On Feb. 7, Farragut
High School will host the
14th annual Sports Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremo-
ny and Dinner in the FHS
Commons with festivities
beginning at 5 p.m.

Tickets are $40 each
(also available at the
door) or $300 for a table of
eight. For further infor-
mation, contact David.

Moore@knoxschools.org
or visit the FHS website

to book a table.
This year’s athlete
inductees are Katie

Green Pinkston (soc-
cer, track), Anna Miller
(swimming), Sara Yea-
ger Stokes (track, cross
country), Bailey Wil-
liams (softball), Drew
Burnette (football, soc-
cer, baseball), Harri-

See CLASS on Page 4A

Winter wonderland returns for another weekend

Photo submitted by Alyssa Jordan
Madison Jordan caught snowflakes in Lovell Hills.

For the second weekend in a row, winter provided the backdrop for the commu-
nity to experience what is usually reserved for those who live in other parts of the
nation. Even the bitterly cold temperatures did not stop kids, families and pets
from having some fun. Thank you to all who shared photos on our facebook page.
Check out that page and look for more pictures in the farragutpress Feb. 11 issue.

Growth, traffic top 2026 Farragut aldermen concerns

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

As the Farragut Board of
Mayor and Aldermen moves
into 2026, members say they
face a range of challenges as
they work toward individual
and shared goals.

During a workshop retreat
Friday, Jan. 23, at Turkey
Creek Medical Center, board

members outlined the issues
the town expects to confront in
the coming year.

For Mayor Ron Williams,
a key challenge is balancing
progress with the founders’
original vision for Farragut.
He cited the development of
the Town Center as an exam-
ple.

“A lot of times when you
look at what is relevant at that

moment, things change slight-
ly, and it most certainly did
with the Town Center,” Wil-
liams said.

He said the original vision
called for vertical develop-
ment, with businesses on the
ground floor and residences
above. However, he said that
approach did not work at the
time for a suburban setting.

“Instead, we got a good de-

veloper who went horizontal,”
Williams said. “So I think our
vision, going forward, with
(state) elected officials is going
to be really important.”

Williams also pointed to
staff training as a challenge,
noting that many department
heads and employees are new
to the town.

“It’s great — we’ve got peo-
ple from all over the country,”

he said, adding that cross-
training staff will be impor-
tant as the town plans for fu-
ture needs.

Traffic continues to be a
major concern, particularly
as Farragut and West Knox
County continue to grow, Al-
derman Drew Burnette said.
He emphasized the need to

See GROWTH on Page 4A
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Editor:

The principle of Equal Protection
has been steadily eroded by the current
Town administration.

In years past, the regulation of pri-
vate property was governed by clearly
defined ordinances based on land use—
agricultural, residential, or commer-
cial—so that all owners understood
both their rights and the extent of the
Town’s authority.

Today, that framework has been re-
placed by a practice of selectively tar-
geting individual properties. Instead
of applying rules uniformly by zoning
district, the Town now creates “special
projects” tailored to a small number of

Letter to the editor

parcels when existing ordinances do
not support a desired outcome. These
projects are designed to undermine or
sidestep current law.

An example is the Town’s ongoing ef-
forttoconstructagreenwayalongEvans
Road. Although Evans Road has func-
tioned safely for decades and improve-
ments were not included in the original
effort to build a greenway back in 2022,
it was suddenly labeled “substandard”
so that the project could be redefined
as multi-modal. The Planning Commis-
sion then approved an ordinance that
effectively applies only to the six prop-
erties from which it seeks to acquire
land— properties located in two sepa-
rate zoning districts but unified solely

by the Town’s objective.

The inequity deepens with the Town’s
redefinition of greenway require-
ments. Nearby roads improved by the
Town feature grass strips ranging from
zero to three feet, and the improved
east end of Evans Road already meets
that standard. Yet the Town now seeks
to take up to 25 feet of people's property
to create grass strips as wide as 20
feet, justified only by a staff prefer-
ence for “the maximum grass strip.”
In contrast, the town recently ap-
proved a different greenway extension
along Everett Road that only includes
a sidewalk and 2-1/2' of curb and gut-
ter with no mention of taking a large
portion of land for a grass strip.

Equal Protection has also been un-
dermined by the Town’s proposed
Home Occupation Ordinance, which
the Town Attorney ruled illegal be-
cause it improperly classified citizens
into unequal groups, and the approach
the Town took to approve the Mixed
Use Town Center Ordinance that en-
abled the Biddle Farm apartments
despite widespread public opposition.
Finally, the Town recently approved al-
lowing neighborhood voting on install-
ing “traffic calming measures” (speed
bumps) but will not allow residents to
vote on anything else.

If none of this sounds fair, join the
club.

~ Greg Wiberley

presstalk

Tony Cox

The Knox County Sheriff's Office closed its West Precinct in

Turkey Creek in October 2025.

Law
From page 1A

he said. “There have been dif-
ferent captains during that
time. Now, that captain [posi-
tion] has been taken out, and
there’s no real liaison for Far-
ragut.

“So we have no direct con-
tact with the Knox County
Sheriff's Office going forward,”
Smoak said. He added that up-
coming elections for sheriff
could be important for deter-
mining future cooperation.

In the meantime, Smoak
said the board could review
town revenues to determine
whether it could help fund ad-
ditional services and continue
discussions with the sheriff’s
office.

“It won't be this sheriff; it
may have to be the next one,”
Mayor Ron Williams said.

The board also discussed the
town’s red-light camera, or au-
tomated traffic enforcement,
program.

“This is a program we’ve
had in place probably since
2008,” Smoak said, noting it
was adopted after a fatal crash
at the intersection of Kingston
Pike and Concord Road. He
said the system has been ef-
fective in slowing traffic and
increasing driver awareness.

However, Smoak said the
program has faced challenges
in recent years. In 2024, the
town lost a significant amount
of money operating the sys-

tem, and it again operated at a
loss in 2025.

Part of the loss stemmed
from staffing added in 2022 due
to a high number of violations,
he said. The Town had a part-
time officer then added anoth-
er but the second one had left
about a year ago.

“We haven’t had as many
violations,” Smoak said. He
attributed part of the decline
to vendor issues, saying poten-
tial nonviolations are no lon-
ger being filtered out before
being sent to town staff for re-
view. He also noted that fewer
people are paying citations,
with the payment rate now be-
low 50 percent.

The town currently has a
month-to-month contract with
its vendor, leaving the board to
decide whether to discontinue
the program or seek proposals
from a new provider.

“This is a major safety pro-
gram,” Smoak said.

“I like the program; I don’t
like the loss,” Vice Mayor
Scott Meyer said. “We don’t
have a police department; we
don’t have anybody to enforce
speeding [laws]. It’'s a good
program. I don’t think it needs
to be replaced. I think we need
to do something.”

Board members generally
agreed on the value of the pro-
gram, particularly in address-
ing speeding by young drivers,
and supported exploring a
new vendor.

865-671-TALK (8255) or editor@farragutpress.com

I was reading the farragut-
press, the Pugh & Company
audit of the Town of Farragut
financial situation. They say
that Farragut has $64.6 mil-
lion of unrestricted net money
with $34.5 million available at
their discretion, for spending,
and no debt. My big question
is, why does Farragut not con-
tribute more to the schools in
Farragut? The primary, the
elementary, the middle school,
and the high school, Farragut
contributes very, very little to
the schools. All the pressure
is on Knox County. Farragut
has all the extra money, no
debt. They need to contribute
to the schools. That's the most
important thing in our com-
munity is the young children,
rather than buying land and
building parks and building
monuments for people, we
need to support the schools
more. We do not. Farragut does

not contribute, but very, very
little money to the school sys-
tem. I know that through the
Farragut Education Founda
tion, they contribute very,
very little. Farragut needs to
contribute more to schools.
That's the most important as-
set we have is our young peo-
ple, not building monuments
to ourselves and parks and
naming things after people
and spending a lot of money.
We need to support the schools
more. That's an obvious point.
I'm sure this will come up big
time in the mayor's race com-
ing up. We need to contribute
more to schools. We have been
negligent.

The financial situation with
the Town of Farragut, another
point that we need to make is
the Farragut officials bought
land at the end of McFee Road
and paid over $5 million for
land that they probably didn't

need. And the renovation of
the Campbell Station House,
which is a good thing, but I
believe the Town of Farra-
gut spent over $5 million on
that renovation total. Again,
the mistake we're making in
Farragut is we're not putting
enough money in the educa-
tion of our children. We give
very, very, very little to the
school system. Knox County
has to support our schools.
We need to put more money
in the schools, not building
monuments for ourselves
and naming parks and build-
ing parks. That's all well and
good, but what about the
children? What are we doing
for the children of Farragut
and supporting them with
money into the schools, the
primary, the elementary, the
middle, and the high school?
What are we doing? Our priori-
ties are wrong.

For more see farragutpress.com
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Mail
From page 1A

the bank refunded the money. I
was surprised.

“The police detective said
it was a fraud ring,” she said.
“Someone is at the post office
and steals the checks.”

Then the thief either sends
the check to someone else or
sends it to an out-of-state ac-
count. Once the money is in
that account, the person takes
the money and closes the ac-
count, making it difficult to
catch the suspects.

“The bank can’t release per-
sonal information, even to po-
lice,” the resident said.

“Needless to say, I will never
mail another check,” she add-
ed, noting she plans to send
money online, by Venmo or an-
other electronic transfer.

“I'm glad that the bank re-
funded my money, but I had
to go through hoops for them
to do it,” the resident said. “I
didn’t know mail fraud was a
thing. I wish I had known. I'm
happy to tell my story to avoid
someone else the hassle.”

To others, she advised:
“Don’t mail a check, period,
because it can get forged.
Someone is looking for checks.

Growth
From page 1A

address intersections
schools.

Alderman Alex Cain and
Vice Mayor Scott Meyer
echoed those concerns, partic-
ularly on the west side of town
and with the opening of a new
school.

“Obviously, we have to be
prepared for people moving
into Farragut and the prob-
lems it can cause,” Burnette
said. “We've also got to be
ready for a development plan
that will be developed in the
next 12 to 48 months.”

“I think we’re going to con-
tinue to see growth, and that’s
going to affect our traffic,” Al-
derman Joe LaCroix said.

To address traffic issues,
Williams said the town plans
to expand its Advanced Traffic
Management System.

Cain said another challenge
is maintaining Farragut’s rep-

near

“Do electronic funds or go
in person and pay a bill,” the
resident said. “It’s a risk, like
Russian roulette.”

On her report, dated Jan.
13, it stated the complainant
“called the Knox County Sher-
iff’'s Office North Precinct to
file a report on theft, fraud and
forgery that occurred at the
Farragut Post Office, located at
11409 Municipal Center Drive.

“Complainant stated she
placed a check ... for $1,250 in
the Farragut Post Office box,”
the report stated. “She was then
notified that check was mobile-
deposited into a Chase Bank
account made out to the listed
suspect, Jeremy Roberts. Com-
plainant stated only the payee
was changed on the check.”

There have been several re-
ports to the Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office and the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service of mail
being stolen from the outside
mailbox at the Farragut Post
Office.

Another report detailed a
similar crime of theft, forgery
and fraud in which a complain-
ant mailed a check to Lenoir
City Utilities Board for $7,010.06
at the Farragut Post Office.

“She said she dropped the
envelope containing the check

utation as one of the top com-
munities in East Tennessee.

“We have to continue to
be excellent stewards of the
wants and needs of our resi-
dents,” he said.

Economic uncertainty and
inflation also remain con-
cerns, LaCroix said.

“We’ll be struggling to har-
vest new revenue, and we're
continuing to experience high-
er costs,” he said.

Meyer addressed rising
costs relative to town services
and assets, while Williams
said Farragut must maximize
its local sales tax revenue.

“There are alternative reve-
nue stream sources out there,”
LaCroix said, noting that leas-
ing capacity from the town’s
expanded fiber network could
be one option.

LaCroix also said aging
infrastructure, particularly
stormwater systems and road-
ways, presents an ongoing
challenge for the town.
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into the drive-up drop box in
front of the Farragut Post Of-
fice,” the offense report stated.
“According to the victim, on
Dec. 2, she received a call from
Lenoir City Utilities stating
her payment was past due.
She said she told them she had
mailed it, and they said they
would give it a few more days.
“The victim stated she
checked her account and saw
where a check cleared for the
exact amount she had written to
the utility company,” the report
stated. “She advised she received
another call yesterday saying
they still hadn’t received it.
“According to the victim,
she checked with her bank
and got a copy of the check,” it
added. “The victim advised the
check didn’t look like her orig-
inal check and had a different
check number of 5320. She said
this check had a different date;
the payable to was changed to
a Michael (last name was illeg-
ible); the number amount and
written amount of the check
were not her handwriting. The
victim advised the signature
looked like hers. She stated the
suspect had written ‘final pay-
ment’ on the memo line.”
“Both the United States
Postal Inspection Service

Class
From page 1A

son Eldridge (baseball), Cole
Strange (football) and James
Thomas (football).

Former Farragut coach Ed-
die Courtney will be the coach

and Postal Office of Inspector
General are aware of the re-
cent reports, and there is an
ongoing investigation,” said
Rob Firkin, a postal inspector
assigned to the Knoxville do-
micile and public information
officer for Knoxville and Chat-
tanooga.

“As with most, if not all, mail
theft, the driving factor for the
suspects is to obtain checks or
other negotiable instruments
and convert them to their use
(whether through washing
the check, creating fraudulent
checks using the bank and
routing numbers, etc.),” Fir-
kin said. “With regards to the
prior case, the investigation re-
mains active; however, one in-
dividual has been charged and
is set to be sentenced in Febru-
ary in the Eastern District of
Tennessee.”

A post office staff member at
the Farragut Post Office said
he recalled there was a rash
of similar mail thefts last sum-
mer, which occurred across
Knox County, but someone
was apprehended and arrested
in that case.

To better protect themselves
from mail theft, the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service recom-
mends the following:

inductee, and Michelle Bros-
sett and Richard Huff will re-
ceive the Service Awards.

The Hall of Fame Class of
2026 will be honored on Feb. 6
with a reception in the Farra-
gut library from 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Later, the group will be

@® Do not deposit any mail
in a USPS collection box
after the last collection
time;

@ Keep track of checks
written and monitor your
account for any changes
in amount;

@® Do not send cash
through the mail;

@ Be cautious in respond-
ing to unsolicited or
generic work-from-home
offers;

@ Never share financial or
personally identifying in-
formation with those you
do not know or trust;

@ Notify USPIS of any
mail theft through uspis.
gov/report or by calling
877-876-2455.

Likewise, post office staff rec-
ommends bringing mail inside
the post office rather than us-
ing the outside mailbox, as
suspects don’t want to be seen
but can be observed in the
building.

“As the case progresses, I
may be able to speak more
specifically on it,” Firkin said.
“Much is being done that we do
not disclose for the security of
the investigation.”

introduced at halftime of the
boys basketball game against
Bearden before being inducted
the following night.

The emcee will once again
be the Voice of FHS football
and basketball, WFIV-FM
105.3’s Erik Gerhardt.
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Johnson City Kubota group adds Knox County location

I Staff Reports
editor@farragutpress.com

A family-owned East Tennessee
Kubota dealership is expanding into
Knox County with the launch of Tur-
key Creek Kubota, a new full-service
dealership scheduled to open in March

2026 on the former Buddy Gregg RV &
Motor Homes site.

Turkey Creek Kubota will be the
Johnson City based company’s fourth
dealership. According to a press re-
lease, “The new location is designed
to better serve customers across Knox
County and surrounding communities,

including many who already travel to
the group’s existing stores for sales,
parts, and service.”

“As an award-winning Kubota dealer-
ship for years, we are East Tennesseans
working to provide strong service and
quality products for our community,”
said Matt Jones, managing partner and

a University of Tennessee alumnus.
“We love working with everyone from
commercial landscaping and construc-
tion to residential mower customers
and hobby farmers.

“We’re focused on building long-term

See KUBOTA on Page 6A

Photo submitted
Marshanda Pinchok Interi-
ors has created a home for
her business.

Health Expo, Chili Cook-Off rescheduled

Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

Due to the snowfall this past weekend, Shop Farragut has moved its sixth annual Health
and Wellness Expo to Sunday, March 1, 2026. Shop Farragut Executive Director Vic Scott
informed the farragutpress of the move Saturday morning. She also noted that the orga-
nization’s annual chili cook-off has been moved from March 1 to March 29 to finish off the
month.

Pinchok plants
roots in Farragut

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Marshanda Pinchok Interi-
ors has created a home for her
business at 102 Chaho Road in
Farragut.

Pinchok moved her business
to that location, sharing space
with Bryan Insurance Group
on Jan. 1, 2024.

Prior to that, “we worked
out of a collaborative space in
Turkey Creek,” she said. “We
felt like we needed our own
space.”

So when Pinchok worked
with Matthew Bryan, owner of
Bryan Insurance Group at the
Chaho Road building, to reno-
vate his offices, she had the op-
portunity for a new location.

“Shortly after moving in
here in 2025, we were voted
City View’s Best of the Best,
and we’re truly honored by
our clients’ and friends’ votes
to make that happen,” she re-
called.

In Pinchok’s move to the
space, “we added paint; we
updated the lobby and break
room wallpaper,” she said.
“We changed the carpet and
outfitted the lobby and our of-
fices with new furniture, new
lighting and tore down wallpa-
per.

“By our own hands, we came
in here and started removing
the wallpaper,” Pinchok said.
“We were lucky enough that

it came down with wonderful
ease.”

MPI designs residential and
commercial spaces for her cli-
ents, from Kkitchen and bath
remodels to designing the inte-
rior of a new home.

“Good design creates a sense
of ease,” Pinchok said. “That’s
what we strive to give our cli-
ents every day. When the room
is laid out well and if the cli-
ents feel comfortable in their
space, we know we have done
a wonderful job.

“It’s not about perfection but
creating rooms that help sup-

&€ Good design
creates a
sense of ease.”

~ Marshanda Pinchok

port how we live,” she said.
“We love collaborating with
one of our favorite architects,
Falconnier Design Company.

Reflecting on today’s trends,
Pinchok said, “Wallpaper is so
popular right now. It’s made a
huge comeback, and we get a
request in every other job for
wallpaper.

“We also provide window
treatments, and we handle
the installation of those win-

See PINCHOK on Page 6A

businessbriefs

« Covenant Health recently
earned Accreditation with Dis-
tinction from the American
Nurses Credentialing Center for
its Nurse Residency Program,
recognizing evidence-based
standards that strengthen nurse
readiness, retention and patient
care across the health system.

This designation, the highest
recognition offered by ANCC’s
Practice Transition Accredita-
tion Program (PTAP), according
to Covenant Health, affirms Cov-
enant Health’s commitment to
supporting new nurses through

See BRIEFS on Page 6A

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH FROM 4 TO 6PM | REEF COFFEE @ 138 WEST END AVE @ ‘

Join Farragut Business Owners, Managers and their employees in an exciting and informative
networking opportunity on Tuesday, February 17th, between 4 and 6pm
at Reef Coffee located at 138 West End Ave.

We will have drip coffee available from Reef Coffee and wine available from Water into Wine. Reef Coffee will also be open for orders from the coffee shop and
we will have food available as well. Reef Coffee will be doing a Grand Reopening with us at the mixer after completing a transformative renovation to their space.
We will also be discussing the grand opening of the Visit Knoxville Campbell Station Inn Visitors Center, the upcoming Chili Cookoff and future events for 2026.

Please RSVP - hello@shopfarragut.com with the number in your party. We would like to have an accurate count for food and beverage. Questions call 865-274-6431.
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Pinchok
From page 5A

dow treatments,” she said.
“We handle custom draperies,
blinds, shutters and shades. We
love working with local busi-
nesses and local artisans to
bring our clients a truly unique
experience and product.”

Throughout her career, “my
husband, Jeff, has been a tre-
mendous support during the
years of building the busi-
ness and raising our family,”
Pinchok said. “We have two
wonderful children, Ella and
Brady, who are also very cre-
ative.”

To help the public, she is
planning to start a design se-
ries night at the office. It will
include wine and light bites.

“Each series will offer in-
sight into design knowhow and
trends,” Pinchok said. “Our
first one is set for Thursday,
Feb. 26. It has limited seats.
The first of the series, we’ll
talk about how to lay out your

Briefs
From page 5A

a structured, year-long transi-
tion-to-practice pathway. The
program equips nurses with
clinical decision-making skills,
confidence and leadership de-
velopment, ensuring safer care
and stronger teams across 10
Covenant Health sites.

« Chris Hall recently has
stepped into the role of chief ex-
ecutive officer for Remote Area
Medical.

The transition comes as part
of a long-planned succession

room and understand the traf-
fic flow and how to scale your
furniture.

“Each participant will be
given a digital layout of their
room as part of the price for
the evening,” she said, adding
the cost of the event is $250 per
seat.

“They will be given a cou-
pon toward ordering furni-
ture,” Pinchok added. “This is
an excellent opportunity for
people to have an introduction
to working with designers and
understanding a little more of
the process before they com-
mit [to hiring a designer]. To
attend the event, call to re-
serve a seat.

For more information or to
make an appointment, call
865-363-5504 or 865-675-2208 or
email to mp@marshanda.de-
sign or visit www.marshanda.
design

People <can also find
Pinchok’s business on Insta-
gram at Marshanda Pinchok
Interiors.

process designed to ensure con-
tinuity, stability and momentum
for RAM. As part of the process,
RAM extended its thanks to Jeff
Eastman for his years of dedi-
cated leadership.

Hall’s connection to RAM
runs deep. He first began volun-
teering at clinics when he was
12 years old. He became RAM’s
chief operations officer in 2013.

+ Weichert, Realtors - Ad-
vantage Plus has announced
Andrew Sullivan has joined its
Knoxville office at 10160 Park-
side Drive Suite 100.

Paleteria Azteca Ice Cream Shop

Kubota
From page 5A

relationships and delivering
high-quality service behind
a high-quality brand,” Jones
continued. “We’ll be bringing
our focus and award-winning
service to this location, with
local people operating the
business and hiring local peo-
ple who understand the com-
munity and its needs.”

“We will have a well-trained
team in place to meet custom-
ers’ needs quickly.”

The new dealership will
carry the full lineup of Kubota
equipment and attachments,
including tractors, mowers,

Tammy Cheek

skid steers, excavators, hay
equipment, and implements,
as well as products from Land
Pride, Echo, and Blue Dia-
mond.

In addition, the dealership
will feature full parts and ser-
vice support, rentals, and a
large selection of used equip-
ment. The store will offer
trade-in and trade-up options
across all brands, as well as
equipment hauling and pickup
by appointment.

The dealership will be lo-
cated at 11730 Snyder Road,
Knoxville, just off 1-40 at the
Campbell Station Road exit
(Exit 373).

“The site was selected for

Paleteria Azteca Ice Cream
Shop owners Marisol (sixth
from left) and Carlos Cobian
(behind her and to her right)
and their daughter Fatima
(with scissors) joined family,
Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of Commerce members
and Town officials, Town
administrator David Smoak,
Farragut Municipal Planning
Commissioner Louise Povlin
and Mayor Ron Williams in
a FWKCC-sponsored ribbon
cutting at the ice cream
shop 11615 Parkside Drive,
Farragut, Wednesday,

Jan. 7.

convenience and access, mak-
ing it easier to serve customers
across the Knoxville region,”
the press release noted.

“We're bringing 20 years
of award-winning expertise
to Knox County,” Jones said.
“This investment reflects our
commitment to being nearby
when customers need equip-
ment, parts, service, and sup-
port, and to being a local deal-
ership run by people who not
only sell the equipment, but
use it ourselves.”

Additional details about
the opening, including grand
opening plans, will be an-
nounced closer to launch.

See more business stories at farragutpress.com
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Admirals rally, survive OT to claim championship

Ken Lay
Correspondent

KNOXVILLE — Farragut Middle
School’s boys basketball team had to
work a little overtime Thursday night.
The extra labor netted the Admirals a
Knox County Middle School Class AAA
Tournament Championship.

Farragut had to come from behind
to notch a 42-39 overtime victory over

Halls before a spirited crowd at South-
Doyle Middle School.

“There were a couple of times to-
night that I thought we were done,” Ad-
mirals’ coach Shane Wells said. “But
our kids came back and that shows a
lot about their character.

“We’ve been in a lot of close games
and we’ve won almost every one of
them. We were extremely fortunate to
win tonight and we’ve been extremely

fortunate all season.”

The Red Devils, thanks to a shot from
Cruze Yaniello as time expired in the
third frame, held a slim 31-29 advantage
heading into the final six minutes of
regulation. Halls also had a lead in the
waning seconds of the fourth quarter
until Farragut’s Henry Crecy buried a
3-pointer as time expired in the fourth
quarter, knotting the contest, 36-36, and
sending the game into overtime

The Admirals, who had seemingly
been embroiled in an uphill battle all
night, wasted little time seizing con-
trol of things in the extra three-minute
frame.

Farragut scored first in overtime as
Crecy grabbed an offensive rebound
and scored, making it 38-36. The Ads
were dominant on the offensive glass

See ADMIRALS on Page 3B

Airborne Admiral

Bearden guard Justin Nordin (10) goes in for a layup

against Lenoir City

Dawgs devour

Jake Nichols

Farragut wins
fourth straight
KISL title

Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

KNOXVILLE — Far-
ragut senior Olivia Kohl
leaped into the air last
Wednesday night, arms
locked at 90 degrees and
legs outstretched as she
plummeted toward the
water at Tennessee’s Al-
lan Jones Aquatic Cen-
ter.

Her pike set up one
of multiple successful
dives, as Kohl helped the
Aqua Ads reach a first-
place finish to win their
fourth consecutive Divi-
sion I KISL City Meet

Panthers

Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

LENOIR CITY —
With more winter weath-
er rolling in last week-
end, the start times for
Bearden’s matchups at
Lenoir City were pushed
up an hour.

Neither the start time
nor the snow hampered
the Bulldogs, however,
as both BHS programs
came out red-hot to re-
main undefeated in Dis-
trict 4-4A.

The Lady Bulldogs
won 78-44, while the
Bulldogs won 80-27.

In the girls matchup,
Natalya Hodge led the
way with 33 points — a
remarkable effort any
night, but especially
when she had just been

named a 2026 McDon-
ald’s All-American nom-
inee.

She paced BHS with 22
of those points at half-
time — a stark contrast
to Lenoir City’s 20 as
a team — while Emma
Rainey totaled 16 for
Bearden.

They started the
game with back-to-back
3-pointers to open the
scoring.

“Not playingin a week,
you have an idea of what
you hope you look like
versus the reality. I was
pleased,” Lady Bulldogs
coach Justin Underwood
said. “We hit those two
3s right out of the gate to
set the tone.*

After the game, all

See DAWGS on Page 3B

Jake Nichols
Farragut senior Olivia Kohl positions herself in a pike during a dive at UT’s Al-
lan Jones Aquatic Center on Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2026. Kohl’s second-place
finish helped the Admirals as they claimed their fourth consecutive Division |
KISL championship, first under first-year head coach Marlee Sanders.

championship.

FHS totaled 499 points
to claim its fifth KISL
title in program history,
first under first-year
coach Marlee Sanders.

“I've been with this
team for six years in
some capacity, but this
is my first year as head
coach, so I went into
this season not knowing
exactly what to expect,”
Sanders said. “We lost
a lot of talent last year
when our seniors gradu-
ated, so this season felt
like starting over in a
way. But these kids blew
me away with the talent
that they honed every
single day.“

Following FHS, Mary-
ville came in second
at 478 points with Har-
din Valley Academy in

See AIRBORNE on Page 3B

Farragut dance team benefiting
from UT inspiration

Photo submitted

The Farragut and Tennessee dance teams took a photo together during halftime
of the FHS-West basketball game on Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026. UT’'s team per-
formed that night in preparation for its national competition, while Farragut is
preparing for its own trip to nationals in Orlando within the next week.

Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

On Jan. 8, 2026, high-pitched screams
pierced the air inside the Farragut
High School gymnasium.

But these were not screams of tri-
umph or defeat. Rather, they were
screams of pure joy and admiration,
as the University of Tennessee dance
team went through its routine with
Farragut’s own teenage dancers watch-
ing and cheering.

UT’s presence was part of its annu-
al performance at a local high school,
where the Vols’ dancers — including
two local products in Bearden alum-
nus Jordan James and Webb graduate
Island Shuler — perfect their steps be-

fore the Universal Dance Association’s
national collegiate competition in mid-
January.

“It’s really important for us to have
opportunities to replicate that pres-
sure, and you can’t do that in a studio,”
said Tennessee dance coach Kelley Ta-
fazzoli. “You have to have an audience
and an authentic environment. So go-
ing to local schools gives us a chance
to practice and showcases the talent
we have here in Knoxville too. Having
their support really means a lot.”

It was also effective, as UT took fifth
in Division 1A Pom and sixth in Divi-
sion 1A Jazz during a competition that
went from Jan. 16-18 at Walt Disney

See DANCE on Page 3B
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Athletes making noise in 2026

Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

Across the Farragut area,
plenty of individuals made
noise throughout the course of
2025.

With 2026 sports already un-
folding, here are several ath-
letes to keep an eye on in the
New Year.

On the hardwood, Justin
Nordin and Parker Lane are
just a couple guys to watch for
Bearden and Farragut, respec-
tively.

Nordin was named All-State
in the 2024-25 season, while
Lane recently set a new Far-

Two wins

Ken Lay
Correspondent

The Farragut High School
boys basketball team held on
to second place in the District
4-4A basketball standings with
a pair of league victories last
week.

The Admirals improved to
18-7 overall and 8-2 in district
play with lopsided victories
over Lenoir City and Rhea
County.

Farragut opened the week
with a 76-49 victory over the
Panthers on Thursday night
in the friendly confines of the
Lynn E. Sexton Gymnasium.

The contest was originally
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan.27,
but had to be postponed and
subsequently rescheduled due
to winter weather that forced
the closing of Knox County
Schools.

The Ads were also unable
to practice on when classes
were canceled early last week
and they got off to a slow start
against Lenoir City.

“You can’t afford to get off to
a slow start against a team like
Lenoir City or anybody else in

ragut record for 3-pointers
in a single game (10). He also
poured in 84 points in three
games during the Loudon
Christmas Tournament.
Missouri signee and 2025
Miss Basketball finalist Na-
talya Hodge is once again one
of the area’s top players after
averaging 22.7 points per game
as a junior, while Grand Can-
yon signee KJ McNealy has
led Farragut as a senior after
reaching the 1,000-point mark
at the end of last season.
Clemson signee and reign-
ing Miss Basketball winner
Meeyah Green has contin-
ued to produce for Webb, and

no doubt

our district,” FHS coach J.P.
Burris said. “Lenoir City is a
good team.”

The Panthers feature one of
the area’s top post players in
Ben Barr. Barr can be a domi-
nant inside force, but he can
also handle the basketball and
bury clutch 3-point shots when
called upon. His 6-foot-7 frame
causes match-up problems for
opponents.

He had a quiet night. He did
score 13 points but found him-
self in foul trouble, and picked
up his fifth foul and was dis-
qualified early in the fourth
quarter.

“Barr is a great player and
for the most part, we did a
good job against him,” Burris
said. “Reid (Vining) did a good
job against him, but we fell
asleep a few times and he hit a
couple of threes.”

Despite the slow start, the
Admirals held a slim 13-12
lead. From there, Farragut
kept building its advantage,
opening a 35-25 lead by half-
time and extending its advan-
tage to 58-38 heading into the
final frame.

Defense delivers for
Lady Admirals

Ken Lay
Correspondent

Some inclement winter
weather played havoc with
the Farragut High School girls
basketball team last week.

But the Lady Admirals
would persevere and survive a
couple of District 4-4A scares
last week.

The week started on a cold
note as Knox County Schools
were closed due to inclement
weather on Jan. 26-27, forc-
ing a league contest between
Lenoir City and Farragut
had to be rescheduled for
Thursday.

Further complicating things
for the Lady Admirals was
that they weren’t able to prac-
tice when classes were can-
celed.

Farragut, however, used its
defense to pull out a 35-31 vic-
tory over the Lady Panthers
Thursday night at the Lynn
E. Sexton Gymnasium, but
the game was full of tense mo-
ments for the Lady Admirals,

who had trouble scoring all
night.

The contest’s outcome
wasn’'t decided until center
Trinity Curry converted a
pair of free throws to make the
score 35-30 with 7.6 seconds re-
maining.

“This is what happens when
you don’t get to practice,” Far-
ragut coach Jason Mayfield
said. “We were rusty, but we
were able to play good enough
defense to win the game.

“It was a struggle but we
were able to gut one out.”

Curry was Farragut’s top
scorer as she finished the
game with 12 points. She also
pulled down some clutch re-
bounds down the stretch to
help propel her team into the
win column.

“Trinity did a great job for
us,” Mayfield said.

KJ McNealy chipped in with
eight points for the Lady Pan-
thers, who led, 9-6, at the end
of the opening quarter and
held a slim 15-14 advantage at
halftime.

Estate Planning

Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate,
Personal Injury, Social Security Disability

Whitson

Smith
Attorney
McDonald, Levy & Taylor

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

We accept most all insurance plans.

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Office of Dr. Dan Lovely, Jr.

323 Fox Road, Suite 200, | Knoxville, TN 37922
865-690-5231 | www.parkwaydentaloffice.com

on the soccer pitch, the Lady
Spartans will once again look
to utilize the skills of 2025 All-
State selections Mary Mac Em-
ery and Lauren Newell.

Together, those two helped
lead the Lady Spartans to a
second straight runner-up fin-
ish in the Division II-AA state
tournament, while Green
paced Webb to a Division II-AA
state title in hoops.

On the diamond, Farragut
will be led by Jake Harris, Aid-
an Flagg, Travis Brummitt Jr.
and Will Dickens in the senior
class.

All four recently signed to
continue their careers at the

next level. This spring, they
will look to once again mesh
with standout underclassmen
such as Braxton Tye — who
knocked a grand slam in the
season finale last year — as
the Admirals pursue a fifth
straight state championship.
Farragut football standout
Anderson Glover also lands
on this list, having earned
Underclassman of the Year
in Region 2-6A. He caught 22
passes for 238 yards and two
scores — both against Bearden
in a crucial region rivalry. De-
fensively, he accumulated 15
tackles on the season and was
named All-Region at wide re-

ceiver and defensive back as a
sophomore.

Farragut’s Nathan Jacobs
also earned All-Region honors
as a freshman. He averaged
4.5 yards per carry last season
and returned two Kickoffs for a
total of 42 yards.

2027 punter Logan Holbrook
will be another gridiron stand-
out to watch in 2026, as he paced
the Hardin Valley special teams
unit with 18 touchbacks and a
punt average of 43.8 yards last
season. He also went 100% on
PATs and nailed four field goals
on five attempts through nine

See 2026 on Page 3B

Jake Nichols

The Farragut wrestling team poses with its Region 2-AA semifinal runner-up trophy on Wednesday,
Jan. 21, 2026, at Hardin Valley Academy. This marked the Admirals’ first region appearance in
more than 25 years, as second-year coach Charlie Rohn noted a remarkable improvement in the

program.

New coach, new life for Farragut wrestling

Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

HARDIN VALLEY — When Charlie Rohn
moved to Farragut, he did not plan on becoming
the Admirals’ newest wrestling coach.

But with a son who loved the sport and a pro-
gram that needed a coach, Rohn stepped in to
help 40 years after his own wrestling career
concluded.

One year later, the Admirals reached the re-
gion semifinals for the first time in more than 25
years, as they fell to Halls 66-6 on Jan. 21 to end
the team’s 2025-26 campaign inside the Hardin
Valley gymnasium.

The result was one of multiple in the
Region 2-AA duals, as HVA defeated West 43-36

in the same gym to clinch its second consecu-
tive sectional berth under head coach Matt
Bates.

For Farragut, the team season concluded in
a 23-4 record in dual matches. Moreover, FHS
expounded on a 2024-25 campaign in which it
beat Bearden, Maryville and William Blount
in the same night to mark their first wins
over those programs in more than two decades.

“They’ve done great,” said Rohn, who cred-
ited assistant coach Dalton Pearl with plenty of
help and instruction in the process. “Almost all
of our Kkids are first- or second-year wrestlers,
and they saw the passion Dalton and I have for
the sport.

“Basically we started new last year with
four kids at the end of the season before
that. Even to get here is huge, so they will
improve.”

One of the biggest wins this season did not
come on the mat, but in multiple kids drop-
ping notable amounts of weight and becoming
healthier in the process. Izaac Koga was just
one example, and he finished with one of Farra-
gut’s two wins on the night against Halls’ Liam
DeSauters with a 6-2 decision in the 190-pound
slot. Fellow Admiral Luca Hofer won by 9-7 de-
cision over Halls’ Jake Glenn in the 285-pound
bracket.

Meanwhile, Hardin Valley went back and
forth with West in its region semifinal. But a pin
by Rosalio Arce over West’s Michael Robinson
in the 126-pound bracket cemented a 43-35 win
for Hardin Valley, sending the Hawks onto the
sectional round.

They did wind up losing to Halls 69-12 in the
region championship, but the more important
part was locking up the program’s second ever
sectional berth.

And much like Farragut, Hardin Valley
staged an improbable yet remarkable run to
this point.

“We lost 14 seniors off last year’s team, so
nobody gave us a chance yet here we are,” said
Bates. “I'm just proud of the way they work and
grind, and they really care for each other and it
shows.”
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2026

From page 2B

games, becoming a first-team
PrepXtra selection.

At Catholic, sophomore re-
ceiver Xavier Bowman should
shine again this fall. The 3-star
2028 wideout has offers from
Tennessee, East Tennessee
State, Arkansas, Georgia Tech,
Florida State and Indiana,
among several others.

Baxter Johnson, a Webb
lacrosse standout, will a se-
nior to watch in 2026 before
he heads to West Point to help
continue his family’s legacy
with the program. He led the
Spartans to the Division II-AA
state championship game this
past season and was named
the PrepXtra Boys Lacrosse
Player of the Year for the 2025
campaign.

Dawgs
From page 1B

four programs came together
to honor survivors of breast
cancer awareness.

“Coach (Shelley) Collier had
mentioned doing a thing for
that,” Underwood said of the
Lenoir City girls coach. “The
girls want to wear the pink
shoes, and we talk about doing
it for something more than a
fashion statement.

“Unfortunately, just about
everyone has been impacted

Airborne
From page 1B

third at 396.5. Webb, Bearden
and Concord Christian placed
fourth, fifth and seventh, re-
spectively.

In Kohl’s dives, she totaled
297.55 points — good for a
second-place finish behind
Bearden’s Sarah  Griffith
(446.10 points) in the middle
and high school diving session
on Jan. 28. Bearden’s Garrett
Bailey won the high school
boys diving event with 483.90
points, and seventh-graders
Cate Bridges (CAK) and Will
Petrone (Webb) placed first in
their respective events as well.

While the diving portion
of the meet was pushed back
due to weather, the swimming
events took place on Jan. 23.

Farragut finished in the top
10 in 19 of those events, claim-
ing 39 points altogether with
19 points for the women and 18
for the men.

“Everyone on the team has
their own individual talents
that they bring to the table,
especially the ones who chal-
lenge themselves outside of
their favorite strokes or events
for the success of our team,”
Sanders said.

FHS senior Daniel Lanning,
a Tusculum signee, will look to
pace the Admirals in a similar
output after helping the team
reach an 11-2 mark last season.
He has scored 43 goals in 33 out-
ings through his career so far,
totaling a .338 shot percentage.

Catholic volleyball standout
Mia Kinney will be another
one to watch this year before
she goes west to Vanderbilt
as a Libero or defensive spe-
cialist. She was named the 5
Star Preps Player of the Year,
racking up 274 kills with a 40.7
kill percentage this past sea-
son. She also tallied 65 assists
through her junior year with
206 digs, 76 aces and top-notch
passing to pace the Lady Irish
in a Division II-AA Final Four
run.

Hardin Valley’s Hayden Hall

by cancer; my mom is a breast
cancer survivor. So while this
is a great game, there is life
outside of it. It was fun to com-
pete and then come together
and realize we all go through
ups and downs t0o.”

In the boys game, the Bull-
dogs shot out to an early lead
and never looked back.

By halftime, that philosophy
put Bearden — ranked No. 2
in Tennessee Class 4A in the
latest TSWA polls — at a com-
manding 51-11 lead.

Four area teams finished in
the top four of the men’s 400-
yard freestyle relay, as Webb
took first with HVA in second,
Bearden in third and Farragut
in fourth.

Hardin Valley finished first
in the women’s 200-yard med-
ley relay at 1:50.61, leaving
Farragut (fourth place) as the
record holder in time from last
year’s 1:47.42 result.

Bearden won the men’s ver-
sion at 1:39.94. Concord Chris-
tian took second place there
with FHS in third.

Farragut’s Sam Duby led the
team in the women’s 200-yard
freestyle, placing fourth at
2:02.00, and finished second in
the women’s 500-yard freestyle
at 5:22.45.

Hardin Valley’s Hayden Hall
won the men’s 200-yard free-
style at 1:37.92, and Webb’s
Sam Kowalski took third with
Farragut’s Garrett Roberts in
fourth.

HVA’s Katie Dutrow won the
women’s 200-yard individual
medley at 2:07.69, and Con-
cord’s Landon Hall placed first
in the men’s edition at 1:48.31.
FHS freshmen Liam Finley
and Petr levlev saw third and
fourth, respectively.
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published in the newspaper.

should be 400 words or fewer.

Deadline for profiles is
Friday by 12 p.m. prior to the
Sfollowing week’ publication.

farragutpress is now accepting political
profile submissions for the 2026 election cycle.

As the 2026 election season approaches, farragutpress is
providing political candidates with an opportunity to share
their message directly with readers through candidate profiles

* Each candidate may submit one profile, and the written content

* One photograph may accompany the profile.

* While the newspaper will not alter the substance or message of
submitted profiles, it reserves the right to make spelling and gram-
mar corrections as needed / AP style.

* All submissions will be reviewed by the Publisher prior to print
deadlines to ensure they meet established standards.

* Candidates need to provide contact information with their
submission in case clarification or follow-up is necessary.

Candidates may email their political profiles to editor@farragutpress.com

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37801 | 865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com

is coming off a state champion-
ship in the 200-yard freestyle,
while Bearden’s Sarah Griffith
will try and clinch a third
straight state title in the 1-me-
ter dive competition.

At 6-foot-6, Catholic sharp-
shooter Malachi Brown will be
one to watch before he writes
his next chapter at Michigan.
So will his teammate, Cade
Murphy, an Eastern Kentucky
commitment.

Christian Academy of Knox-
ville sophomore Tate Camp-
bell is poised for another big
spring on the tennis court.
As a freshman, he went 12-2
while advancing to the Divi-
sion II-A state quarterfinals
where he fell to eventual state
champion Jack Veazy. Camp-
bell took home the District 1
title and finished runner-up in

Admirals
From page 1B

early in overtime as Benji Ev-
ans scored another putback
a short time later, giving his
team a four-point lead.

Harrison Holmes added a
pair of foul shots down the
stretch for FMS.

The Red Devils scored their
only points of overtime when
Yaniello buried a long-range
jumper with 15.4 seconds to
play, making the score 41-39.

Dance
From page 1B

World. Meanwhile, UT’s cheer
squad took home a national
title in the Division IA Co-ed
Gameday category.

FHS will look for similar suc-
cess from Feb. 6-8, competing
in the preliminary round of
the Division I competition on

The

MORNING

the region, while in team play
he helped lead CAK to a state-
runner up finish.

Hardin Valley’s Madison
Huffman will look to finish
her senior year in style, as she
finished as the Class AA state
runner-up last season.

She remained unbeaten un-
til the championship match
and will look for a similar re-
sult in the New Year.

Bearden Kkeeper Sophie
Keener will be another top
name to watch, as will Har-
din Valley midfielder Dane
Hammer, Farragut defender
Lincoln Unger, Hardin Valley
senior Anna Ogle and Webb ju-
nior Lauren Newell.

Keener contributed to 17
shutouts last season, allow-
ing nine goals overall while
not giving up a single one in

Crecy led all scorers in the
contest as he finished with 19
points.

Lady Wolves nab
another county title

For the sixth time in eight
years, West Valley Middle
School is a Knox County Tour-
nament Champion.

The Lady Wolves, the de-
fending Class AAA State
Champions, won their latest
county tournament title with a
53-43 victory over Hardin Val-
ley Middle Thursday in South

Friday at 8:10 a.m. for Jazz and
1:30 for Pom. The competition
can be watched at TV.Varsity.
com, though there is a fee.
“Every year, our nationals
competition is a couple weeks
after college nationals, so it’s
super inspirational for us to
get to watch UT,” said Farra-
gut dance coach Macy Brink.
Several FHS coaches, inclu
ding Brink, danced for Ten-

Bearden’s final seven games.
Hammer racked up 14 goals
and 18 assists for HVA, while
Unger earned District 4-AAA
Defensive Player of the Year
honors for FHS. Ogle played
a big role in 11 shutouts and
posted two goals and two as-
sists, helping the Lady Hawks
advance to the District 4-AAA
semifinals. And Newell al-
lowed just 14 goals on the sea-
son to help Webb reach the
title match.

Catholic sophomore Drew
Gerken placed eighth in the Divi-
sion II-AA girls state cross coun-
try meet, so she should be in for
another big year as a junior.

Aside from high school ath-
letes, the Farragut area will
also see several notable prod-
ucts who are looking to start
off strong at the college level.

Knoxville.

Since the school opened in
1999, West Valley has been a mid-
dle school power in Knoxville.

Three coaches, including
Tim Goddard, Alex Comer and
current head coach Josh Bal-
lard (formerly at Cedar Bluff
Middle) have guided the Lady
Wolves to Knox County Tour-
nament Titles.

“West Valley is a well-estab-
lished program. It was a good
program before I got here,” Bal-
lard said.

nessee at one point, while Ta-
fazzoli and her choreographer
both worked for FHS in previ-
ous stints.

Also, Tennessee had a Farra-
gut graduate on its team as re-
cently as last year in former UT
and FHS dancer Bridget Gibson.

“It’s been a long legacy of
Farragut being inspired by
Tennessee,” Brink added. “So
there’s a big correlation.”

SHOW

with ARRELL

|__JOIN US FOR:
- YOUR FAVORITE 70°S AND 80°S MUSIC- PETE MICHAELS TRAFFIC

» LOCAL INFORMATION AND WEATHER - LOCAL INTERVIEWS

Email:

darrell@wfiv.com -

WFIV 105.3 -

- FOX NEWS

865-218-5609



community

4B ¢ FARRAGUTPRESS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026

\\

REGISTER TODAY |
TO WIN

in Gift Cards
and Prizes

from participating
Farragut businesses.
For more information go to
www.shopfarragut.com

J

Seniors Hobby Fair highlights passions, stories, talent

Staff Reports
editor@farragutpress.com

KNOXVILLE — A Hobby
Fair Friday, Jan. 23, at Morn-
ing Pointe of Knoxville cel-
ebrated creativity and connec-
tion as residents, associates,
families and community part-
ners shared the hobbies that
shape them.

“Our Hobby Fair was such a
meaningful reminder of how
much life experience, creativ-
ity and passion our residents
carry with them,” life enrich-
ment director Kari Christo-
pher said. “Seeing them share
their hobbies and the stories
behind them with family and
community members was in-

credibly uplifting.”

The event showcased inter-
ests, such as model trains, an-
tiques, fine art, textiles, wood-
working and baked goods.
Each table highlighted a per-
sonal story.

Among the standout displays
was Elizabeth Morris’ antique
postcard collection, with piec-
es dating back to the 1920s.

Also, Christopher said Bill
Lee shared his extensive col-
lection of model trains and
buildings, all crafted by hand.
He reflected on how his base-
ment at home once housed a
fully operational train layout
with tracks weaving through
detailed structures.

Art was a central highlight

throughout the room. Guests
admired Marie Meredith’s
watercolor and oil paintings,
noting the remarkable detail
in each piece. Another memo-
rable moment came when Bet-
ty Brannum shared her love
of clogging, giving attendees
a joyful glimpse into a hobby
rooted in rhythm and tradi-
tion.

“There was something re-
ally special about watching
residents light up as they ex-
plained their hobbies,” Chris-
topher added. “It wasn’'t just
about what they made; it was
about sharing a piece of who
they are.”

See HOBBY FAIR on Page 5B

Photo submitted

Morning Pointe of Knoxville resident Marie Meredith shared her
artistic accomplishments during the Hobby Fair.

Special act of kindness

FHS basketball players show up to support coach’s daughter

Jake Nichols
Jjnichols@farragutpress.com

It was a simple act of kind-
ness — one that would have
never been seen if not for one
social media post. Thanks to
J.P. Burris, though, his Farra-
gut basketball players’ caring
moment went public. And the
ripple effect extends far be-
yond the court inside the Ad-
mirals’ home gym.

“Basketball is going to end
one day, and those guys will
go on to be unbelievable hus-
bands, fathers and members in
this community,” Burris said.
“That is a testament to them. It
is not anything I've done.”

For Burris and his guys, the
moment in question began
well before Saturday, Jan. 10.
In fact, one could even trace it
back to his start at Farragut
High School in 2022.

Upon his arrival from Har-
din Valley, Burris — then less
than a decade removed from
his own playing career at
Maryville College — connect-
ed with his new players.

“He came in our freshman
year, so we’ve been with him
all four years,” said senior
center Reid Vining. “This is
probably the best team we’ve
had in terms of everyone be-
ing together.

“We break it down on family,

and Aiden Foshie.

and he wouldn’t even let some
other teams do that because
he didn’t think they meant it.

Yorshp

We’ve all been playing togeth-
er since eighth grade, so it re-

ally is a family.”

Jake Nichols
On Saturday, Jan. 10, several Farragut basketball players surprised Briar Burris, the daughter of
Admiral head coach J.P. Burris, by attending her game in Alcoa. Pictured, from left, are Reid Vin-
ing, Britton Lewis, Briar Burris, Parker Lane (holding Judah Burris), Matthew Dickens, Dan Lanning

With that in mind, it’s easy

See KINDNESS on Page 7B

WFIV’s Bryan
shares stories of
changing radio

landscape

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Darrell Bryan has seen de-
cades of change in the radio
business — from spinning vi-
nyl records to the rise of FM
radio and digital automation.

Bryan, director of sales and
programming for WFIV-FM
(West 105), which serves Far-
ragut, West Knox County and
Loudon County, shared sto-
ries from his long broadcast-
ing career during a Rotary
Club of Farragut meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 21, at Fox
Den Country Club.

“In the mornings, I'm in a
little room — about 6 by 8 —
and I'm the only person there,
so I like to see a lot of people,”
he told club members. “I’'m go-
ing to tell you about the radio
business and how it’s changed

See BRYAN on Page 5B

Call Linda at 865-218-8881
to place your ad

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626
SuNDAY WORSHIP
9am.&11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
865-671-1885

Worship Times
9:30 am

and
11:00 am

For more information go to

www.christcov.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM
Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m.

Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

136 Smith Rd. - 865-966-5025 -« farragutchurch.org

ffumc.org/events

11020 Roane Drive
Sunday
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online.
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

ConcordUnited.org
Watch our services on
Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

416 N. Campbell
Station Road
Sundays @10:30 am

Experience life in Jesus:
Love, Joy, Peace, and
the Power of the Spirit!

Celebration Service:
Sundays, 10:30 am

Empowered Classes:
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm

www.westgatechurchknox.com

FARRAGUT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

“Praising God, Serving Others,
Growing in Faith”

Family Friendly
Casual Worship
9a.m.

With a children’s program
for ages 3 and up.
Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.
Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from
birth to age 3 at both services

209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547  fpctn.org

SATURDAY | 5:30P
SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry
The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

( )
NEW COVENANT
BAPTIST CHURCH

Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370
Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com
Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)
Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ
is a Total Family

Ministry”

\_ J
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Bryan

From page 4B

over the years.”

Bryan began his radio ca-
reer in the early 1970s at
WEZK-FM (97.5) in Knoxville,
located on Sharp’s Ridge.

“My first job was loading
tapes,” he said. “A keypunch
operator would give me cards
to put in trays, and that’s all
Idid.”

He also recorded weather
forecasts for a Sears weather
line that listeners could call
for up-to-date conditions.

“There were no cell phones
in the ’70s,” Bryan said. “Peo-
ple really depended on the
radio. That was how they got
their news.”

One memorable morning, he
had to report for a New Year’s
Day shift during icy condi-
tions.

“At Sharp’s Ridge, it was
about an 85- to 90-degree hill
going up to the station,” he re-
called. “They had a Jeep, but it
was broken down. I had to walk
up that hill around 5:30 a.m.,
and I basically fell up it — it
was that slick and that steep.”

He also brought along vin-
tage vinyl records for the club
to see, including 45s, 33 1/3s and
even some rare 10-inch records.

“My real start in radio was in
1973, when I moved to Green-
eville,” Bryan said. “I got mar-
ried one week, moved the next,

and took a new job shortly af-
ter. But it worked out well.”

In Greeneville, he wore
many hats: hosting a six-hour
radio show, selling advertising
and doing remote sports play-
by-play.

While some see sports
broadcasting as glamorous,
Bryan recalled a less-than-
glitzy start.

“The very first game I broad-
cast was at a new school. I was
on the back of a half-ton truck,
parked in one end zone,” he
said. “At another school, I was
on the back of a pickup on a
hill. At a third, I was under a
funeral tent.”

Bryan noted FM radio didn’t
become mainstream until
around 1980.

“One of my earlier jobs was
at an FM station, but back
then there were no FM radios
in cars,” he said. “Your biggest
listening audience is in cars.
One station in Knoxville gave
away FM converters to help
grow the audience — and it
started a new wave.”

In 1981, Bryan purchased
WSMG-AM in Greeneville and
later became owner and man-
aging partner of WBEJ-AM in
Elizabethton. He also served
as a broadcast and media con-
sultant and operated a per-
forming arts center.

He is currently doing the
morning show on WFIV-FM
105.3.

e

REPAIR

Tennessee
Home Rernir & Remopeune Go., Inc.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured e Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.

A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
{ 865-274-3791
Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

N

Didlontine s CGifh deas

Rick Terry
Jewelry Designs

Rick Terry Jewelry Designs has been Knoxville's finest jeweler
since 1986. Beautiful jewelry, unique designs, and quality
craftsmanship lie at the heart of our family - owned and operated
business. Rick Terry Jewelry Designs takes pride in each creation,
each finished product, and every customer interaction, all with the
hopes of being the last jeweler you will ever need. “We want to be
your jeweler” is Rick Terry's motto and a philosophy that he often
shares is, “If you don't know your jewelry, know your jeweler”.

press planner

« The Farragut Museum has
partnered with WordPlayers,
a Knoxville nonprofit theatre
organization, for a production
of The Ends We Seek, by Ethan
Norman, on Sunday, Feb. 8, at
1:30 at the Farragut Community
Center, 239 Jamestowne Blvd.

Hobby Fair
From page 4B

She said family members
were equally moved by the
experience. Visiting family
member Dottie Penney shared
how meaningful it was to hear
residents talk openly about
hobbies about which they are

- Knoxville Bar Association
and Legal Aid of East Ten-
nessee are offering the next
Veterans Legal Advice Clinic.
The event will be held in person
at the Knox County Public De-
fender’s Office on February 11.
Any veteran seeking legal help

deeply passionate.

“It’s not something you get
to hear very often, and it was
so uplifting,” Penney said.

For participants, the oppor-
tunity to share was just as re-
warding. Lee talked about how
much he enjoyed talking about
his train collection and said he
was grateful for the chance to

is encouraged to attend 12 to
2 p.m.

» The Farragut Museum has
opened a new temporary exhibit
on Farragut artists titled “Far-
ragut Focus: A Creative Com-

See PLANNER on Page 7B

showcase something so mean-
ingful to him.

“The Hobby Fair served as
a reminder that hobbies are
more than pastimes,” Chris-
topher said. “They are expres-
sions of identity, creativity and
connection that bring people
together through shared curi-
osity and appreciation.”

VG’s Bakery

VG's Bakery celebrates the sweetest
seasons, from heartfelt Valentine cakes

to festive Mardi Gras king cakes. Bright,
playful, and indulgent, the bakery promises
flavor with feeling—romance, celebration,
and tradition baked fresh daily. When
words fall short, their cakes speak loudly,
joyfully, and deliciously for every occasion
throughout East Tennessee communities.
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FIS Spelling Bee champ

The Villages of Farragut

— where residents are living life to the

fullest and enjoying every day!

Call for Sandi or Melody today at
865-671-2500 to schedule a visit.

Photo submitted
Farragut Intermediate School principal Suzanne Parham announced the school’s
spelling bee champion, fourth-grader Ayesha Dutta, who won the event, held at I/Ve t]nnkyou’[l 10‘U€ it ;.761"6.,
the school Friday, Jan. 16, with the word, “synopsis.” Ayesha was among 49 stu-
dents who participated in the spelling bee. The runner-up was Barrett Anderson,
also a fourth-grader.

230 Village Commons Blvd. | Farragut, TN 37934
(865) 671-2500 office

www.TheVillagesFarragut.com

Water into Wine f . -y .
Locally owned and operated in the heart of Farragut, \l il \‘:‘ IJ L J !J L

Water into Wine is the perfect place to enjoy Valentine’s
: . . . . - \ o
Wine Menu in Knoxville 8 years in a row. Offering Lunch \ ‘\ a a
and Dinner, daily specials, community events, local jazz I J J ‘J J !J !! v r‘
and more. Thank you friends for 9 years in business. v - S —

Day or any other day. Our Bistro & Lounge has won Best
Cheers!

The Villages
of Farragut

The Villages of Farragut is a senior living community
with an emphasis on offering the best care possible and
aging with dignity. Amenities include studio, one- or
two-bedroom apartments, sunrooms and porches, beau-
tiful kitchens, stackable washer and dryers and individu-
ally controlled thermostats. Nurse practitioner services
are available on-site and all utilities are included with
options to add cable TV and phone service.

Trefethen Wine Dinner

Sunday, February 15
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Trefethen wines, paired with
5-courses, will be presented
beginning at 6pm.

Cocktail hour opens at 5pm.

We are so excited to see what
Chef Eric creates for this pairing.

Our Wine Dinner deposit is $145pp to
hold your spot. (Tax & gratuity will be
charged after the event)

Tickets on sale now

Share the love! Our Valentine’s Day specials
will also run in the February 11t edition!

A great way to promote gift ideas that you have to offer, whether it’s a
spa package, Jewelry, flowers or a Romantic Dinner for Two!

Let farragutpress help you have a Happy, Profitable Valentine’s Day!

ACOT LUIUIIOAUL CLCTUITIIEVY LIIT AR 1 g =2

607 N. Campbell Station Road, Farragut
For more information call 865-675-6397 865-392-1586 - www.WaterintoWineKnoxville.com - w2wKnoxville@gmail.com
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Kindness
From page 4B

to see why Burris’ daughter,
Briar, would be at practice. She
drops by to spend time with
her dad and his players when
she has a break from her own
youth basketball practices. Re-
cently, that latter part sparked
a question from the 7-year-old.

As the team circled up to
begin a workout, Briar Burris
asked her father if she could
tell the team about her own ca-
reer in the Alcoa Co-ed youth

league.
When he said yes, she
squeezed into the group,

looked around and offered
three statements.

“We won our first game.”

“I'scored 16 points.”

Oh, and one more thing, as
she nervously crammed 12
words into a quick burst of
speech, “I've got a game on
Saturday if you guys want to
come.”

Each sentence from Briar

Burris brought a cheer from
her dad’s players. But that final
part inspired some thought.

“She told us that at practice,”
Vining said. “And we were just
like, ‘When and where?””

A couple days later, after
Farragut’s win over West on
Jan. 8, fellow senior Britton
Lewis sent a text informing his
head coach that a group would
be coming. And when the day
arrived, six Admirals — Vin-
ing, Lewis, Parker Lane, Mat-
thew Dickens, Dan Lanning
and Aiden Foshie — strolled
into a Blount County gym to
watch their coach’s daughter
play basketball.

Upon their arrival, J.P. Burris
broke into an ear-splitting grin.
His daughter did too — but with
a bit more reservation.

“All six of them walked in
the gym together, and she was
super excited but so nervous
too and got all red,” Burris
said with a laugh.

Once the game started, Briar
Burris went to shoot and drew

a foul. When she sank the free-
throw, one might have thought
she had just hit a buzzer-beater.

“People don’t usually go nuts
for that,” Burris said. “But the
guys kind of lost their minds,
at least in relation to what you
can do at a 7-year-old co-ed
basketball game.”

“She had a big smile on
her face,” added Vining. “We
chirped the whole game to0o0.”

Ultimately, Briar Burris’
team wound up losing the
game. But the day as a whole
counted as a win for the Burris
family and the Farragut pro-
gram as a whole.

“The relationship I have
with those guys has allowed
them to get to know my family,
so it’s bigger than basketball,”
Burris said. “It is not often
you’ll get a group like that —
where, on a Saturday that they
don’t have practice, they drive
30 minutes to watch my daugh-
ter and support her. That’s
something I don’t deserve, and
it means a lot.”

Line Ads

Planner
From page 5B

munity.” The exhibit features
local artists including visual,
performing, musical, etc., and
will be open through April. The
Farragut Museum is open Tues-
day - Saturday 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.,

and admission is free.

» The public is invited to the
Town of Farragut Quilt Show,
which will take place at the Far-
ragut Community Center Sat-
urday, Feb. 21 through Sunday,
Feb. 22. This free event is open
to the public from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sunday.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway
523-2121

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Mann Heritage Chapel

wwu. rosemortmzry. conm

Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis,
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

6200 Kingston Pike
588-8578

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

Classified Advertising Rates

Deadlines

Classified Advertising

Private Party 15 words *47 /4 weeks
Commercial 25 words *57 /4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

classifieds

Display Ads

$12.00 per column inch

Display Ads

Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Classified Payments

Payments may be made by cash,
check or credit card. Prepayment is
required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

201 HEALTH CARE 000 LEGALS 203 HELP WANTED
IN-HOME HEALTHCARE Notice of Intent [ h
Experienced Caregivers H H
Providing round-the-clock to Obtaln Tltle
support, companionship, of 0Wne|‘sh|p
and peace of mind for . . .
your loved one in your home. regarding is seeking an
Available day or night. 2010 ACURA TSX
e oirees | | Vit ACLZEGTACOOGA ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXEGUTIVE
Licensed | References Black
865-405-1825 . . Ly .
Located at Full Time/Part Time position available.
614 Beaman Street
Place vour Knoxville, TN 37914 The candidate should be comfortable speaking to business professionals and possess good written and verbal
y Any and all parties that may hold communication skills. Must be organized and self motivated.
garage sale ad an interest must immediately Sal / , . terred. but will train the riaht individual
] | contact the possessor, ales or customer Service experience prererrea, but will train the rignt inaiviaual.
mn farragUtpreSS' Anitra Brabson, by certified mail,
return receipt requested at address Send resume to khartman@farragutpress.com
Call Linda at mentioned above within
865-218-8881 tendgt?:fut?]lige;jb?i?;stig:,he § 11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37801 | 865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com )

Service Directory

misc.
services

Advertising Rates Service Directory
1 BIOCK. e eeeeeeeeeeeeenens $65,/mo. Advertising Deadlines
2 BlOCK..uueeerieeeannnnes $120/mo.
SIB |G ClNE—————— #180/mo. Display Ads
4 BIOCK...eeeeeeviiaaanns $235/mo.
6 BIOCK-.vv.vveereerreeen $350,/mo. Space & Copy:
8 BlocK....ccuuieiieaeans $465/mo. FrldayS' noon

-

865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

Owner, Operator
Text or Call

Removal Comy isfaction G p
- Demolition ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS
Residential & Commercial = HauIing - Water “ea_ters " B_oiler Work
= Housing Additions
REED BACON - Renovations/Remodel

= Gas Lines - Well Pumps
LICENSED * INSURED + BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

landscaping

Spot color *5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory
Payments
Payments may be made by
cash, check or credit card.
Prepayment is required on
all classified advertising.
These Cards Gladly Accepted:

Do you have a unique business or service?
Advertise in the farragutpress service directory! Call Linda at 865-218-8881

lawn &

Residential &
Commercial

WE
BUY
HOUSES

865-444-8804

WALLY LESSIG, OWNER

KNOX, LOUDON, AND BLOUNT COUNTIES

BOOK NOwW

MOWING
MULCHING

Spring & Summer Cleanup
e Pruning
e Bush Hogging ® Mulch
Delivery Available

CALL TODAY

Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695

Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

home repair & improvement

Serving East Tennessee since 1974

Serving East Tennessee
for over 50 years!

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture
CALL TODAY

865-690-1662

Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly

Mention this ad for
25% off first

monthly or
quarterly pest
control service.

Visit us on Facebook

RREE
E S{ljIMATES;

Interiors & Exteriors Painting

Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood

Re&air & Soft Washing Available 4|
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

* %k *k 5 star Google Reviews
Licensed & Insured ¢ 46 Yrs Experience

Let us remodel

Residential & Commercial your bathroom!
Pest Control Enjoy a bathroom
Termite Control Jor your Hfe e
" Mosquito contro' West Knoxville/Farragut’s Pre]ere?ont!&r Nominated in
. wildlife Removal BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL ci;y;[zi;lv;
= 865-368-2869 “Besltwo?the Best”,
= Pre'constructlon Licensed & Insured 2013-2025

RANDY THE PAINTER
Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

30% OFF.

[nterior: Painting

Through February,

Howard|Mitchell
[RaintinglakDrywall

Interior & Exterior
30 Years experience

Pressure Washing

Make Appointments Now
for FREE Fall Estimates

Licensed & Insured
References Available
Honest - Reliable = Neat =Clean

865-202-8350

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Cross Home Repairs Off Your List
- FREE Estimates
= Licensed & Insured
= 20+ Years Experience
= 5% Rated
= No Job Too Small

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

www.westknoxhandyman.com

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our
advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised

are available on an equal opportunity basis.”
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oND ANNUAL FARrRAGUT HiGH SCHOOL
EDUCATION FOUNDATION GALA

Chair-Ish
the Moment

About 150 attended the 2nd Annual Farragut High School
Education Foundation gala, Chair-Ish the Moment,
in Fox Den Country Club Saturday, Jan. 10, to help raise money
to support FHS Education Foundation. “Usually every year,
we kind of set out with some very specific goals in addition to
some of the general projects and student initiatives we try to fund,”
foundation president Toni Scott said.
“This year’s project is called Chair-ish the Moment because
we are trying to bolster our fund and be able to replace
[the chairs] and renovate the auditorium.”

From left, Josh and Melanie Hall and Lindsay and Alan Willis

Cristina and John Tiernan

Wendy and Jason Sfles

Meredith and Wes Whitehead

Mike and Claudia Stallings

Jay and Louise Povlin

Todd Mason, left, and Michael Crawford

Farragut High School Jazz Choir members, from left, Ruth Shved, Gracie Ham-
lett (back), Lynlee Byars, Catherine Langlais, Scarlett Studebaker and Rafika
Amlani, perform at the 2nd Annual Farragut High School Education Foundation
gala, Chair-Ish the Moment, in Fox Den Country Club Saturday, Jan. 10.

From left, Stanton and Kara Smith joined Joseph and Kimberly Hicks

Eric and Amy Coulter

Allison and Todd Prosnan

Meredith Crawford, left, and Sarah Mason

Photos by Tammy Cheek





