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Preliminary plans approved for Watt Road roundabout
n 	Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Motorists traveling 
along North Watt Road 
can expect a roundabout 
at the southern entrance 
to Mayor Bob Leonard 
Park in the future.

The Farragut Mu-
nicipal Planning Com-
mission approved pre-
liminary plans for the 

roundabout at 301 N. 
Watt Road during its 
meeting Thursday, Feb. 
19.

“This is a project that 
has been on our books 
for a couple of  years,” 
Town engineer Darryl 
Smith said. “The idea is 
it will slow traffic and 
create a safer entrance to 
the park.

“The roundabout will 

also discourage heavy 
truck traffic that might 
be using Watt Road to 
avoid the truck scales on 
Interstate 40/75 just east 
of  Watt Road,” he added. 
“The proposed round-
about has an outer ra-
dius of  70 feet. For com-
parison, the roundabout 
at Northshore Drive and 
Concord Road has an 
outer radius of  approxi-

mately 66 feet, and the 
roundabouts on McFee 
Road have a radius of  ap-
proximately 50 feet.”

“I think the other 
roundabouts that we 
have in Town are on 
two-lane roads, and 
this is on a three-lane 
road,” Commissioner 
Jon Greene said. “North 

Tony Christen

Project location for a proposed roundabout along 
Watt Road, fronting the southern entrance to Mayor 
Bob Lenoir Park. Completion of the roundabout is 
still undetermined.

Songwriters  
showcase hits  
the right note

Jake Nichols

Visit Farragut hosted the 8th Annual Songwriters Showcase on Saturday, Feb. 21, at Wild Wing Café near 
Turkey Creek. Pictured onstage from left to right: Gary Gilleran, Mitch Townley, Karen Bowles and David 
Haley Lauver. Below: Musical notes filled the air Saturday night.

n 	Jake Nichols    
 jnichols@farragutpress.com

A billboard hung from the stage at Wild Wing 
Café last Saturday, Feb. 21, casting a glow onto 
multicolored streamers nearby. A neon sign 
hung in front of  the streamers reflecting the same 
words plastered across the billboard: “Songwrit-
ers Showcase.”

The words gave an easy descriptor for the four 
local musicians who belted out tunes as college 
basketball games played on televisions overhead.

Singer-songwriters Mitch Townley, Karen 
Bowles and David Haley Lauver delved into cov-
ers and original choices, each one accompanied 
by Gary Gilleran on harmonica.

This marked the eighth straight year for the 
songwriter’s event, which is hosted by Visit Far-
ragut.

Representatives from the organization set up 
a table near the stage, handing out free coozies 
throughout the night. There also were Songwrit-
ers Showcase pint glasses available for those who 
registered for the event, which was free to attend.

The showcase is held each year in conjunc-
tion with Tennessee Songwriters Week, which 
supports music venues and songwriters with all 
genres of  music — thus inspiring travelers to ex-
perience musical venues and attractions across 
the state.

No venue in the state is more famous than the 
Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, where Townley 

took the stage in 2019, when his song “This Side 
of  Sunday” won Inspirational Country Song of  
the Year from the Inspirational Country Music 
Association. 

Seven years later, Townley joined his col-
leagues in a wide-ranging performance as part of  
the showcase.

The group ranged from a crowd favorite, 
“Sweet Caroline,” to songs about candy and fa-
ther-son relationships. There was even a catchy 
tune sung about the Town of  Farragut right be-

Ordinance  
rewrite heads 

back for review
n 	Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

A draft proposal to 
update the Town of  Far-
ragut’s home occupation 
ordinance is expected to 
head back to the ad hoc 
committee for further 
consideration.

After a lengthy discus-
sion and hearing from 
ad hoc members during 
a workshop Thursday, 
Feb. 19, the Farragut Mu-
nicipal Planning Com-
mission took no action 
on the proposed ordi-
nance. However, several 
members recommended 
sending it back to the 
committee.

“A lot of  people — on 
the streets, emails and 
phone calls — asked what 
happened,” said Brian 
Walker, who served on 
the ad hoc committee. 
“We started off with a lot 
of  people, and unfortu-
nately by the last meet-
ing, everyone left except 
myself, Alderman [Alex] 
Cain and [resident] Don 
Mann.

“There were three of  
us operating as a com-

mittee,” he said. “That 
was unfortunate. I want 
to note the last meeting 
we had was June 2025.”

After reviewing notes 
from the meetings, Walk-
er said, “The trend we 
had with the commit-
tee was every objection, 
every suggestion we 
had was basically omit-
ted or overlooked as we 
brought it in.

“We had questions; we 
had concerns about what 
was being shown,” he 
said.

Walker cited a quote 
from Planning Commis-
sioner Louise Povlin, 
who posted on Nextdoor 
that, from her perspec-
tive, “The ad hoc com-
mittee process broke 
down.”

“I want to say the pro-
cess didn’t break down 
because the citizens in-
volved in the process and 
the ad hoc committee did 
their job fighting back 
and pushing back on 
what was being pushed 
on by the Town,” Walker 
said. “We gave our opin-

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

A new zoning district 
could be in the works as 
officials consider chang-
es affecting property 
currently zoned Agricul-
tural.

During a Farragut Mu-
nicipal Planning Com-
mission workshop Feb. 
19, Community Devel-
opment director Mark  
Shipley proposed modi-
fying the Town’s ordi-
nance to provide estate-

lot regulations. The 
proposal prompted op-
position from attorney 
John Neal, who spoke on 
behalf  of  resident Greg 
Wiberley.

“I’m really troubled by 
this concept,” said Neal, 
of  Neal Law Firm in 
Knoxville. “I grew up as 
a 4-H’er; I own a farm, so 
to me, the concept of  ag-
ricultural zoning and the 
availability of  farming is 
really important.

Attorney raises concerns over 
agricultural rezoning proposal

Neal: ‘I’m really  
troubled by this concept’ 

See BUSINESS on Page 8A

See NEAL on Page 4A

See WATT on Page 4A

See SONGWRITERS on Page 2A

Laura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

BUNDLE 
& SAVE!
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Democratic candidates running for Knox County Commis-
sioner are Brandon Huckaby, District 3; William Cooper, District 
7, Katina Sharp, Seat 10 at-large; Vivian Shipe, Seat 11 at large. 
Candidates running for Knox County School Board — not Coun-
ty Commission — are John Butler, OT Harris and Breyeauna 
Holloway, District 1; Kat Bike, District 4; Cadence Collins, Dis-
trict 6; Amy Fenner, District 7; and Brandy Jenkins, District 9. 
The latter school board candidates were listed incorrectly in an 
article that ran on the front page in the Wednesday, Feb. 18, issue 
of  the farragutpress. We regret the errors. 

Correction

n A vehicle fire was reported 
Feb. 9 on the 8100 block of  Flor-
ence Gardens Road in North 
Knox County.

According to the Knox Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Rural Metro 
Fire Department responded to 
a report of  a car fire inside a 
garage. Crews found an engine 
compartment fire and extin-
guished it. No injuries were 
reported, and the fire did not 
spread to the structure.

The owner of  the vehicle 
told investigators he had start-
ed the vehicle and heard a pop 
before seeing smoke from the 

engine compartment. The fire 
damaged the engine and hood 
of  the 1968 Plymouth Road 
Runner and caused water 
damage to the interior.

The fire was determined to 
have originated from a proba-
ble fuel leak and was classified 
as accidental. 

n A West Knox County man 
reported identity theft Feb. 11 
on the 11800 block of  Cedar 
Bark Court.

The complainant told the 
Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
that an unknown suspect used 

his personal information for 
an identity verification check 
on an old Instagram account. 
He also believes someone at-
tempted to access his email 
account using his information.

The complainant said his 
information may have been 
exposed during a data breach 
at his credit union. The case 
remains under investigation. 

n A Farragut man reported 
a theft Feb. 12 at a restaurant 
on the 100 block of  Biddle 

PoliceReports
I am writing to clear up some 

incorrect information that was 
shared in the farragutpress re-
cently. The information con-
fused two different concepts, 
namely road improvement 
projects undertaken by the 
Town as capital improvement 
projects and zoning laws that 
govern how citizens can use 
their property.

First, let’s talk about roads. 
Road improvement projects 
are needed to keep our streets 
safe and provide pedestrians 
and bicyclists a safe place to 
travel without being hit by a 
car. The type of  work done on 
a road depends on how much 
traffic it carries. You can see 
Farragut’s Major Road Plan at 
townoffarragut.org/maps. The 
Town has maintained a single 
set of  standards for sidewalks, 
grass strips, etc., that go with 
all road improvement projects. 
Recently, the Community De-
velopment Department has 
taken a closer look at some 
less-traveled roads to see if  the 
standard improvements could 
be scaled down to better fit the 
character of  each neighbor-
hood. This will result in much 
narrower road designs with 
less impact on residents.

It’s important to note that 
road design projects involve 
opportunities for public input 
from affected property own-
ers, and there are no plans for 
a 25-foot grass strip or “tak-
ing” anyone’s property. These 
are simply inaccurate state-
ments. 

The Town's zoning districts 
divide land into specific cat-
egories (like residential, com-
mercial, agricultural, etc.) 
to regulate different kinds of  

development that is allowed 
by the citizens who own the 
land. Each district has rules 
regarding land use, building 
height, density, etc., and regu-
lations are enforced uniformly 
within each district. Zoning 
districts can be amended to 
encourage specific kinds of  de-
velopment, but amendments 
require a hearing and recom-
mendation by the Municipal 
Planning Commission and a 
hearing and approval by the 
Board of  Mayor and Alder-
men. As always, the public is 
invited to provide feedback at 
various points throughout this 
process.

Additionally, it’s clear that 
there is still confusion about 
a possible amendment to the 
Town’s Home Occupation Or-
dinance, which hasn’t been 
amended in 20 years. The 
Town is still in the process of  
revising the ordinance. This is 
a good place to remind every-
one that the best way to stay 
informed about any of  these 
topics is to sign up to receive 
meeting agendas on the Agen-
da Portal at townoffarragut.
org and/or attend meetings. 
Live meetings and recordings 
of  past meetings are also avail-
able on the Agenda Portal.

Finally, I am proud that the 
Town has a clear process for 
traffic to address speeding 
in neighborhoods. Resident 
feedback is critical in these 
instances and it’s important 
that we hear from each of  you 
when making decisions about 
important safety improve-
ments in our community.

Town of Farragut 
Mayor Ron Williams

Letter to the editor

fore the break.
That one drew a large round 

of  applause, as Townley noted 
that plenty of  family members 
and singer/songwriter friends 
from across the region showed 
up to support each person on 
stage.

 “Songwriting for us is all 
about the relationships we 

have with one another,” he 
said. “And playing somewhere 
like this is fantastic, having a 
big crowd here. It’s very en-
couraging. Thank you to the 
Town of  Farragut for putting 
this on for inviting us back. 
They could have gone with 
any other songwriters. But 
I think it has something to 
do with our rapport and our 
chemistry.”

Songwriters
From page 1A

Alzheimer’s Tennessee Main O� ice:
5801 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919 | Phone: 865.544.6288

www.alzTennessee.org | www.facebook.com/AlzTN

Knoxville: Tuesday, March 17
Laurel Church of Christ | 3457 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN

8:30 am Registration | Lunch is Provided | Program Ends at 2 pm

Caregivers are invited for a FREE half day of education, 
encouragement and inspiration. Learn from leading, local experts.

Register at alzTennessee.org/Workshops or call (865) 544-6288

KICKOFF
WHEN: Friday, March 6th @ Noon

WHERE: Buddy’s Bearden Banquet Hall, 5806 Kingston Pike
Please Make Your Lunch Reservation by Monday, March 2nd by using the link below:

www.alzTennessee.org/KnoxLunchRSVP 
Join Alzheimer’s Tennessee for LUNCH to learn how you can help 

Make Alzheimer’s a Memory!
Get Tips, Tools and FUNdraising supplies to get your team started on the right foot.

 

Knoxville Walk to Make
Alzheimer’s a Memory

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
@ CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Honor your loved ones and support local families living with Alzheimer’s and dementia.

Visit www.alzTennesse.org/KnoxWalk for details and sign up today.
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Farms Boulevard.
The complainant told depu-

ties he left his wallet behind 
after paying for dinner. When 
he returned, the wallet had 
been turned in, but $115 in 
cash was missing.

The restaurant manager 
advised that surveillance foot-
age would be available upon 
request. The case is under in-
vestigation. 

n A Knoxville man reported 
vandalism Feb. 13 on the 400 
block of  Ferret Road.

The complainant told the 
Knox County Sheriff’s Office he 
noticed a deep scratch on the 
back right quarter panel of  his 
2013 Toyota Camry on Feb. 9.

Damage was reported to the 
vehicle’s fender. No suspect in-
formation was available. The 
case remains open. 

n A West Knox County 
woman reported fraud Feb. 13 
on the 900 block of  Blackstone 
Drive.

The complainant told depu-
ties she paid $1,000 through a 
Venmo as a deposit to adopt 
a kitten from a suspect who 
claimed to be a breeder. She 
later became concerned it 
was a scam after consulting 
another breeder. She then re-
quested a refund. The suspect 
allegedly told the victim that 
a $600 refund would be given, 
but did not return any money 
and stopped communicating, 
according to the report.

Police Reports
From page 2A

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Traffic stalled Tuesday after-
noon following a crash occur-
ring 1:33 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, 
at the intersection of  Kingston 
Pike and Jamestowne Boule-
vard, which resulted in a fatal-
ity and an injury. 

According to the accident 
report from Tennessee High-
way Patrol, a 2015 Audi AQ5, 

driven by Lidelle A. Bowling, 
68, “was traveling eastbound 
on Highway 11 (Kingston Pike) 
and began a left turn onto 
Jamestown Boulevard.”

Meanwhile, Austin D. San-
ford, 22, driving a 2025 Honda 
Rebel, was “traveling  west-
bound on Highway 11 (Kings-
ton Pike). [Sanford] was travel-
ing in the left lane, accelerated, 
moved into the right lane to 
pass a vehicle and swerved 

back into the left lane,” the re-
port stated. 

“[Sanford]’s vehicle struck 
[Bowling’s Audi] and came 
to an uncontrolled rest at the 
point of  impact,” according 
to the report. “[Bowling’s ve-
hicle] came to a controlled rest 
on Jamestowne Boulevard.”

Sanford was reported as a 
fatality while Bowling was 
identified as injured. 

Tragic crash on Kingston Pike

For more see farragutpress.com

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Wedding rings, atomic star-
burst, VW Burst — 42 such 
quilts highlighted Town of  
Farragut’s Quilt Show, which 
took place in Farragut Com-
munity Center Saturday and 
Sunday, Feb. 21-22. 

Presented by the Town’s Arts 
and Beautification Committee, 
the show featured thoughtful, 
sentimental and beautifully 
pieced works of  fabric art. 

Residents meandered along 
the displays last weekend to 
admire the entries. Among 
them, friends and fellow quil-
ters, Betsy Tyler and Deb Steg-
ner, enjoyed the show on Sat-
urday.

“We met at a quilting class 
at Gina’s Bernina Quilt Shop 
about two years ago,” Stegner 
said. “I never quilted before.”

“We learned how to hand 
piece,” Tyler added. “We be-
came friends and made my 
first quilt and Deb’s second.”

Since then, Stegner has 
made four quilts and Tyler has 
made two. 

“This is fun to see,” Stegner 

said about the show. “We look 
at how things are put together, 
the material used. It’s fun.”

The entries included works 
from Sandy Bumbalough, 
Jenni Craddick, Sharon Davis, 
Tammy Reed Doyle, Dottie Go-
dolphin, Nancy Hulley, Alys-
sha Jenson, Erin Keegan, Cin-
dy Lancaster, Maryann Magra, 
Ruth Anne Marsh, Sheri 
Ratliff, Elizabeth Rea, Sandra 
Rea, Jody M. Rickerson, Mary 
Salbach, Anna Seabolt, Jenny 
Trussell and Barbara Webster, 
as well as the Knoxville Mod-
ern Quilt Guild. 

Ratliff’s quilt, “Vintage Tied-
Tie Quilt,” was “made by my 
grandmother, possibly in the 
1940s,” Ratliff stated in the 
program. “The center tie has 
the initial ‘B’ for her last name 
and my maiden name ‘Blanc.’ 
The silk ties are ‘crazy’ quilt-
ed, and it’s tied with yarn to 
secure the layers.”

“I had ‘sew’ much fun stitch-
ing this quilt together for my 
husband’s birthday,” Ratliff 
said about her “VW Bus” quilt. 
“He is a retired commercial 
contractor and started his ca-
reer in a VW bus.”

Tammy Cheek

“A Patriotic Log Cabin,” a queen-size quilt entered by  
Maryann Magra.

Quilts Stitch Together  
Farragut Showcase

Photo submitted

Farragut Museum docents Bailey Redmond, left, and Joyce Mo-
ran draw the winner for this quarter’s gift card. All guests to the 
Farragut Museum can enter into a quarterly drawing for a chance 
to win a $25 gift card to a local business.  This quarter’s guest, 
Zach Thompson, wins a gift card to Euphoric Cheese Shop. “At 
the Farragut Museum, we appreciate our visitors, and we enjoy 
recommending local shops for people to try,” said Kristi Vining, 
Town historic resources coordinator. 

Farragut Museum

Swinging Big
Why Simplicity Matters in Pickleball & Investing

I enjoy pickleball. So while on vacation recent-
ly, I showed up for open play, expecting a casual 
mix of games and players.

I stepped onto the court with a few younger 
players—and one gentleman who had to be close 
to 80 years old. Naturally, the thought crossed 
my mind: Do I need to take it easy?

That question didn’t last long.
Within the fi rst few points, it was clear—this 

guy wasn’t just keeping up. He was dominat-
ing the game. Always in the right spot. Calm. 
Patient. Every shot had a purpose.

For two straight hours, he never lost and never 
left the top court.

After we fi nished, I talked with him and 
learned he was a former state champion tennis 
player. That explained the skill—and watching 
him play taught me something more.

What stood out wasn’t just what he did on the 
court. It was what he didn’t do. 

No fl ashy shots.
No unnecessary risks.
No trying to do too much.
He kept it simple. He stayed consistent. He 

let the other team make mistakes—and they did.
We see the same dynamic all the time in 

investing.
There’s a temptation to swing big. To chase 

the next hot idea. To believe that better results 
come from more action, more complexity, more 
“doing.”

But often, the best outcomes come from disci-
pline and restraint.

Some of the best decisions our clients point to 

aren’t the investments made — they’re the ones 
avoided.

• The speculative investment that didn’t fi t the 
plan.

• The private deal that sounded compelling – 
but didn’t make sense for their goals. 

• The emotional move we avoided during 
market volatility.

• The urge to react when patience was the 
better play.

Success isn’t about hitting the hardest shot on 
the court. It’s about positioning, consistency, and 
knowing when not to swing.

That 80-year-old didn’t dominate because he 
took big risks.

He dominated because he didn’t.
At Rather & Kittrell, that’s how we approach 

fi nancial planning. Not complicated for the 
sake of complexity. Just thoughtful, intentional 
decisions over time.

If you’re wondering whether your current 
strategy is helping you stay disciplined—or 
tempting you to swing too hard—we’re always 
happy to have a conversation. 

Sam 
Paganelli CFA®, CFP®

Advisor

spaganelli@rkcapital.com

11905 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
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“I also grew up on a 2-acre 
lot, which is supposedly under 
this proposition to preserve a 
rural character to the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “Well, my 
2-acre lot was two blocks from 
the town courthouse.”

Shipley said the modification 
would potentially establish 
provisions for subdivisions 
with estate-lot sizes, typically 
at least 2 acres.

“That’s not rural,” Neal said. 
“You’re not going to preserve a 
rural atmosphere with a house 
on a 2-acre lot. You’re just not 
going to do it successfully.

“In my personal view, we 
shouldn’t make it impossible 
for people to farm,” he said. 
“We shouldn’t put them in a 
situation where their property 
taxes might go up because of  
the zoning change, which then 

makes it impossible for the 
children of  the deceased per-
son to keep the family farm. 
They are forced to sell it.

“The Wiberleys’ farm is 
zoned Agricultural,” Neal 
said. “They are being adverse-
ly affected by being forced to 
be moved into a completely dif-
ferent kind of  zoning.

“You’re not just modifying 
Agricultural zoning; you’re 
doing away with it,” he added.

Mayor Ron Williams said he 
does not believe existing farms 
would be negatively impacted.

“We look at what kind of  
farms we have,” Williams said. 
“We have horse farms … and 
we’ve also got hay farms.

“I don’t think any one of  
those are going to go away 
anytime soon, so I don’t think 
we’re going to trample on their 
rights at this time. I think what 
we’re looking at is a little bit 
different than what you’re 

talking about.”
Commissioner Noah Myers 

suggested creating a separate 
zoning category.

“I think the really easy solution 
to Mr. Neal’s concern is instead 
of renaming the Agricultural 
District, we create a new large-lot 
residential district,” Myers said. 
“That would solve the problem 
of someone who’s in agriculture 
feeling like they are getting shoe-
horned into something they don’t 
want to be in.”

“Yeah, we can do that,” Shi-
pley said. “We’re open to it.

“I always look at what we 
have and do we ever use it,” he 
added, noting he also is consid-
ering development realities in 
West Knox County.

Shipley said the issue was 
raised during a recent Board of  
Mayor and Aldermen meeting 
under citizen forum comments, 
and Board members were open 
to staff exploring options.

“From the staff’s perspec-
tive, rather than creating a 
new zoning district for estate 
lots, a recommended approach 
would be to amend the existing 
Agricultural Zoning District,” 
he said.

The Agricultural zoning dis-
trict requires a minimum lot 
size of  5 acres for any new lot 
created, Shipley said. There 
are currently 624 acres in the 
Town zoned Agricultural.

“The A Zoning District is 
rarely used due to the mini-
mum lot size requirement, and 
over the years, some proper-
ties zoned A have been rezoned 
for more viable development 
options,” he said.

He added there have been 
instances in which large-lot 
developments were proposed 
with numerous subdivision 
regulation variances request-
ed because of  lot size and over-
all density.

“This is mainly the result 
of  not having specific develop-
ment-related requirements or 
more flexible requirements for 
these types of  large-lot com-
munities,” Shipley said.

Examples include Sassafras 
Meadows off Dixon Road and 
the Oak Farm subdivision off 
Union Road, he added.

“A strategy in the Town’s ex-
isting Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan is to enhance the Town’s 
natural identity, including its 
historic rural character,” Shi-
pley said. “Amending the Ag-
ricultural Zoning District to 
allow for a smaller minimum 
lot size and potentially more 
flexible development-related 
requirements may help foster 
development options in this 
district while maintaining a 
rural character with larger lots 
than would typically be associ-
ated with traditional residen-
tial subdivisions.”

of  that proposed roundabout 
is a crosswalk, and it’s been 
run over two or three times, 
so I’m curious about how we 
make a transition from three 
lanes onto the two-lane round-
about. Do you have any com-
ments on that?” Greene asked 
Seth Bradley, designer with 
Thompson Engineering.

“Basically, that transition 
will happen on the island,” 
Bradley answered. “The cen-
ter line runs east to west.

“There are concrete islands 

on the left and right side, so 
the striping will change to 
gore-area striping as it transi-
tions into the concrete island,” 
he said. “And that curve helps 
slow traffic to maneuver into 
it.”

Bradley said warning signs 
will be installed to alert driv-
ers as they approach the area.

“We want to warn drivers 
that they can’t use that center 
lane,” Greene said. “Based on 
what happened up the road, 
on the crosswalk, when people 
went through the middle of  
the island and wiped out the 
instrumentation and every-

thing else, I guess it would be 
advisable to have clear mark-
ings that people can see.

“Because of  the history, it 
might be a good idea,” he added.

“The truck traffic that we 
deal with on Watt Road — part 
of  it is to bypass the scales 
and part of  it is legitimate lo-
cal truck traffic — I really do 
think we need to take into 
account the design,” Com-
missioner Noah Myers said. 
“I think the radius is a great 
thing. We’ve got a large ra-
dius on it, which should allow 
a tractor-trailer with a 53-foot 
trailer to get through there, 

Watt
From page 1A

Neal
From page 1A

but I would hate to see a lot of  
taxpayer dollars spent on elab-
orate landscaping because it’s 

going to get driven through.
“I would encourage you not 

to go overboard,” he added.

We accept most all insurance plans.

O� ice of  Dr. Dan Lovely, Jr. 

 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

323 Fox Road, Suite 200, | Knoxville, TN 37922
865-690-5231 | www.parkwaydentalo� ice.com

Shop Farragut in partnership with the Town of Farragut will host the sixth annual 

Everyone’s 
Welcome!

A SPECIAL FREE EVENT FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

SUNDAY • MARCH 1
1-5 pm 
FARRAGUT 
COMMUNITY CENTER
• Workshops • Lectures •  Food Trucks 
• Schwagg • Photo booth • Music
• Children’s Activities 

For more information scan the QR Code

FREE

FARRAGUT COMMUNITY CENTER • 239 Jamestowne Blvd 
Just north of Village Green Shopping Center and Planet Fitness on Campbell Station Road

 PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND CLOSE BY AT VILLAGE GREEN SHOPPING CENTER.

Presenting Sponsor Media Sponsors

or go to
www.shopfarragut.com

Speakers:
1:30 p.m.

Drew Daniel D.O.
Detection and Diagnosis of Coronary Artery 

Disease and treatment options

2:30 p.m. 
Christopher DeLange M.D. 

Improving metabolic health at the cellular level
Importance of controlling diabetes and focusing 

on exercise and diet as we age

3:30 p.m.
Attorney Carolyn Levy Gilliam 

Estate and Will Planning

4:30 p.m. 
Knox Stretch 

Benefi ts of stretching for wellness 

Stage Line Up: 
2 p.m. - Pure Barre Demo 

3 p.m. - JCPenny Fashion Show 
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businessbriefs

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

What does it take to be a 
woman and business leader?

Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of  Commerce delved into 
that issue by talking to three 
community female business 
leaders at its 2026 Speaker Se-
ries, Women in Leadership: 
Balance| Self-Care | Resil-
ience, which took place in Em-
bassy Suites by Hilton Knox-
ville West, 9621 Parkside Drive, 
Wednesday Feb. 18. 

Emceed by Amanda Hara, 
WVLT-TV anchor, a panel 
consisting of  Chrystal Arm-
strong Brown, United Way of  
Greater Knoxville president/
CEO; Tammy White, Leader-
ship Knoxville president/CEO; 
and Missy Wallen, Pinnacle 
Financial Partners Knoxville 
chair, fielded questions about 
how they juggle their careers 
and family. 

“We are so thrilled to be pre-
senting this first one to you 
all,” FWKCC president/CEO 
Julie Blaylock said. 

“We are delighted to be a 
sponsor of  the Chamber’s 
event today featuring this ex-

traordinary group of  women 
leaders,” said Natalie Rad-
cliffe, area manager of  Pinna-
cle Financial Partners, the pre-
senting sponsor for the event. 

Looking at the “crucial role 
women play in leadership,” she 
said, “We couldn’t agree more 
with women representing over 
65 percent of  our workforce.”

PFP joined communi-
ty sponsors, Lapis Insur-
ance, Main Event, Embassy 
Suites, Euphoric Cheese 
Shop and Water Into Wine.  
To stay grounded, each panelist 
has a ritual they use. “When I’m 
having a rough day or I’m bur-
ied in budget, oftentimes people 
on other floors will see me ap-
pear, Wallen said. “I’ve always 
had a unique interest in people 
and getting to know them. 

“And I think the only way 
you can manage and lead peo-
ple is to understand them and 
to know what their likes and 
dislikes are,” she said. “[The 
bank staff] are what energize 
me and also calms me down. 

“I actually retired once 12 
years ago, and one of  the things 
I missed were the friends at 
work,” said Wallen, who has 
been in the banking business 

for 53 years and came from a 
banking family. 

“My family owned, and still 
owns, a small community bank 
[in Scott County],” she said. 

“I’ve loved every minute of  
it. It doesn’t feel like a job,” 
said White, who will be in her 
17th year in March in her role 
with Leadership Knoxville.

White advised, “You can 
work somewhere and it doesn’t 
feel like a job, you are living a 
dream, working your passion.”

Regarding her ritual, White 
replied, “I think we go through 
seasons in our lives. I remem-
ber fondly being a single mom, 
getting my daughter to school 
and the conversations we had 
… tell me one thing you are 
grateful for.”

She recalled those conversa-
tions helped keep her ground-
ed. Now, her ritual is, when 
she gets up in the morning, to 
snuggle with her dog and play 
a mind game on the computer. 

“I think we have to embrace 
where we are in that season of  
life and figure out what works 
for us and what gives us spar-
kles of  happiness,” White said.  
Regarding network of  sup-
port for her family, Armstrong 

Emcee Amanda 
Hara, WVLT-TV  
anchor, addressed 
issues with ques-
tions to a panel of 
women in leader-
ship roles.

Tammy Cheek

Brown said she found a sister-
hood of  other mothers “in the 
same journey in life.” 

“Moving back to Knoxville, 
my family is three-plus hours 
away,” she explained. “Coming 
back, I recognized  that Crys-

tal I knew no longer existed … 
I found a community that was 
radically different from how 
I’d grown up but where felt 
like their journeys were simi-
lar to where I was in my jour-
ney in life.”

Women leaders share real 
talk on balance,  resilience

• Steve Campbell recently 
joined Axiom Wealth Manage-
ment, a private client group at 
Northwestern Mutual, as director 
of  business development.

In his new role, Campbell will 
lead client experience initiatives, 
marketing strategy and new busi-
ness opportunities while support-
ing Axiom’s partners in deepening 
relationships with existing clients. 

Before joining Axiom, he 
gained 15 years of  industry expe-
rience. His previous roles include 
serving as an advisor at Morgan 
Stanley and holding the positions 
of  senior marketing director and 
senior vice president of  client ex-
perience at a fee-only RIA.

Campbell is a native of  Bing-
hamton, New York. He earned a 
masters degree in education from 
Binghamton University in 2010, 
followed by a bachelors degree in 
history from Rutgers University 
in 2009.

• Weichert, Realtors - Advan-
tage Plus, one of  Knoxville’s real 
estate brokerages, recently an-
nounce the addition of  Dustin 
Winchester to its team of agents. 
Winchester provides dedicated 
service to clients in Knoxville and 
surrounding areas.

As a Kentucky resident ex-
panding service into Tennes-
see, Wincheseter assists buyers 
searching for the right home on 

both sides of  the state line. With 
a background in construction 
and the building supply industry, 
he brings hands-on knowledge of  
how homes are built — not just 
how they’re sold. That experience 
allows him to help clients recog-
nize quality, value, and long-term 
potential.

• Bank of America has named 
the Knoxville Leadership Founda-
tion in 2025  for its work building 
permanent supportive housing 
and addressing chronic homeless-
ness in Knoxville by pairing af-
fordable Neighborhood Builders 
housing with integrated, trauma-
informed supportive services.

Bank of America’s signature 
Neighborhood Builders program 
continues to be one of  the nation’s 
largest philanthropic investments 
into nonprofit leadership devel-
opment while providing unique 
multiyear flexible grant funding 
annually to high-impact nonprof-
its in communities nationwide. 

As a Neighborhood Builder, 
Knoxville Leadership Foundation 
is awarded a $50,000 grant over 
two years, leadership training 
for the executive director and the 
opportunity to connect with non-
profits in a peer network. Since 
the program’s inception, seven 
nonprofits have been selected 
as Neighborhood Builders in  
Knoxville.

Networking
Greg Dodge, left, prearrange-
ment counselor at Click Fu-
neral Home, chats with Robin 
Sheldon, co-owner of Superior 
Rug Cleaning, during Farragut 
West Knox Chamber of Com-
merce’s networking hosted 
at Click Funeral Home Farra-
gut Chapel, 11915 Kingston 
Pike, Thursday, Feb. 12.

Josh Hall, left, of Taltek and 
Travis Hanson, Ace Pickle-
ball Club, mingle during a 
Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of Commerce networking 
hosted by Kids Cove Knox-
ville, 10420 Kingston Pike, in 
Lovell Heights shopping cen-
ter, Thursday, Jan. 29.

Tammy Cheek

Ready to elevate 
your visibility?
Amplify your reach—pair your print ad with a 
targeted Facebook campaign and get in front of 
thousands of engaged, local decision-makers!

Call Kathy at 865-218-8878 
for more information.

SALE HOURS: Thursday and Friday: 10 am to 8 pm
  Saturday: 10 am to 4 pm – 1/2 Price Event

SALE LOCATION: The Knoxville EXPO Center
   O�  640, I-75, and Merchants Drive; 5441 Clinton Hwy., Knoxville

Shop March 6th, 
12 - 4

and a portion of the 
proceeds will benefi t:

5-72026

Tennessee
HOME REPAIR & REMODELING CO., INC.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience

“We are a Complete Home Repair, Remodeling & Maintenance Co.”

“Call today for a FREE estimate!”
865-274-3791

Email: tennesseehomerepair@yahoo.com

ROOFROOF
REPAIRREPAIR
SpecialistsSpecialists

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Estate Planning 
Wills, Trusts, Special Needs Trusts & Probate

Cathy
Warmbrod
Attorney
McDonald, Levy & Taylor
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DISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVER
LOUDON COUNTY

presents

For more information about the Loudon County Chamber of Commerce, please visit loudoncountychamberofcommerce.com or call 865.458.2067

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

The event will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 27, at The Venue, 7690 Creekwood Park 
Blvd., Lenoir City.

“We’re always excited to have the Taste of  Loudon County and 
Business Expo,” LCCC President Rodney Grugin said. “We’ve 
been doing this for a long time, and it’s a great event to bring our 
membership together, enjoy networking and good food, and see 
everything our vendors — our members — have to offer.”

Grugin said about 65 vendors and 14 restaurants will partici-
pate this year — 10 more vendors and four more restaurants 
than last year.

“So, we’ll have close to 80 of  our members showcased at The 
Venue for the community to come out and visit with,” he added.

Taste of  
Loudon County 
brings community 
together for food, 
fun and fellowship

Clockwise from top right: Family Brand’s Tommy Haber, left, with 
Jim Koon; Cindy Uitera; Mike Cmajdalka, left,with Robert Allen of 
Blue Stem Hollow. 

Tammy Cheek

See TASTE OF LOUDON on Page 7A

Tammy Cheek

CNSCares celebrated its opening with a Loudon County Chamber 
of Commerce-sponsored ribbon cutting in CNSCares’ office, 550 
Town Creek Road, Jan. 28. On hand for the event were LCCC’s 
new board chairman Matthew Coleman, far left, Nichole Britton, 
RN (with scissors), Lenoir City Mayor Tony Akins, second from 
right, and LCCC board member Rosemary Quillin, far right. 

Tammy Cheek 

Wallace Twin Lakes Realty celebrated the opening of the new of-
fice with a Loudon County Chamber of Commerce-sponsored rib-
bon cutting at the office, 105 N. A St., Lenoir City, Thursday, Feb. 
5. On hand for the event were LCCC board member Rosemary 
Quillin (front row, second from left); Lenoir City Councilman Jim 
Shields (third from left); George Wallace (fourth from left), Wal-
lace Real Estate board chairman; Bobby Sanford (holding sign), 
Wallace Real Estate agent; Andrew McGranaghan (also holding 
sign at right), Wallace Real Estate CEO; Tyler Letner (holding 
scissors), principal broker for Wallace Twin Lakes office; Claudia 
Stallings (third from right), Wallace Real Estate chief operating 
officer; Jim Wallace (second from left), Wallace Real Estate board 
treasurer; and LuAnn Hileman Crass (far right), attorney and CEO 
of Melrose Title. 

CNSCares ribbon cutting

Wallace Twin Lakes Realty open Power to Promote Lunch

Jackie Henderson, left, with 
Tellico Realty mingles with 
Jenney Mitschelen, owner 
of Rose Bomb Fitness, and 
Gretchen Mitschelen, also of 
Rose Bomb Fitness, during a 
Loudon County Chamber After 
Hours hosted by Rose Bomb 
Fitness, 455 Highway 321, 
Suite 7G, Tuesday, Feb. 10. 

Tammy Cheek

LCCC 
After Hours

Tammy Cheek

Fork and Vine hosted Loudon County Chamber of Commerce’s Power to Promote Lunch at the 
restaurant, 131 Kelsey Lane, Suite 106, Lenoir City, bringing Italian flavors to the event Friday, 
Feb. 20. On hand to greet Chamber members were server, Logan Greenfell, bartender Troy Tracey, 
owner William McGarry, head chef John Iseler and server Jesus Villa. Loudon County Chamber 
of Commerce ambassador April Ray, medical staff coordinator with Fort Loudoun Medical Center 
checks in Eddy Mejia with Priority Auto Care for LCCC’s Power to Promote Lunch hosted at Fork and 
Vine restaurant, 131 Kelsey Lane, Suite 106, Lenoir City, Friday, Feb. 20.
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Lenoir City businesses, place your ad on this special group page! Call 865-218-8878 for more information.

Helping 
seniors stay 

in their 
homes safely

(865) 458-0704 • loudoncountyhabitat.org

ExploreExplore
L E N O I R  C I T YL E N O I R  C I T Y

ExploreExplore

(865) 358-4993

865-393-2107  
109 E. Broadway Street
Lenoir City, TN 37771 

Tues -Sat 10 am - 5 pm
HoneyBlossomBoutiqueLC

The popularity of  the event 
stems from the timing, Grugin 
said.

“You’re coming out of  win-
ter, coming out of  the cold of  
January, and people want to 

get out and see things. They 
want to know what’s going 
on,” he said. “So, they come 
out and visit with us.

“It’s just a great event to 
kick off spring,” he added.

There is no charge to walk 
through the Business Expo 
and see Chamber members 

and their offerings. However, 
there is a fee for the Taste of  
Loudon County portion.

“If  you do want to have a 
taste from the restaurants, it 
is a $10 ticket for adults and 
$5 for children,” Grugin said. 
“Tickets are available at the 
door, and they are also avail-

able online at loudoncoun-
tychamberofcommerce.com.”

Attendees can expect a 
similar event to last year, but  
with some different vendors 
and restaurants, according to 
Grugin.

For example, while Chick-fil-
A and Wampler’s Farm Sau-

sage are returning, Country-
side Restaurant, Good Batch 
Mama, City Catering and The 
Casual Pint are new this year.

“It’s going to be a big event,” 
he added. “Just come out and 
join us. We’re excited for ev-
erybody to come out and visit 
with us.”

Taste of Loudon
From page 6A
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ions; we debated; we argued.
“I wish the original commit-

tee members had kept com-
ing,” he said. “I wish more 
citizen input would have been 
allowed … but at no time did 
we have a vote on what you’re 
seeing now or what you saw 
before.

“So, whenever you hear ‘we 
decided this’ or ‘we the com-
mittee,’ it wasn’t a we thing.”

Walker added the proposed 
draft does not include enforce-
ment rules or specify who 
would enforce it.

“We don’t have the manpow-
er to be circling all the commu-
nities over Town,” he added.

“This needs to go back to the 
committee,” Walker said. “We 
need to look at it. We need to have 
more people, more voices on the 
committee and people looking 
at this before it’s brought before 

this Commission.”
“I was very disappointed, 

and I know I voiced my opin-
ion to this Commission and to 
BOMA about the ad hoc com-
mittee process,” said Cain, 
who was assigned to the com-
mittee by the mayor. “It was 
like we just stopped meeting.

“It needed a lot more in-
put,” the alderman said. “We 
needed a lot more discussion, 
but it did seem like every time 
we held a meeting, we talked 
about things, we gave our in-
put to (assistant Community 
Development director) Bart 
Hose, and the next time we got 
a draft back, none of  the things 
we brought up — a lot of  it was 
reworked or reworded.”

“My biggest concern is to 
stand up for neighborhoods 
that don’t have an HOA,” said 
Mann, also an ad hoc commit-
tee member. “I would like to 
continue this process. I think 
we need to protect all neigh-

borhoods from businesses 
that are disturbing neighbor-
hoods.”

On behalf  of  fellow resi-
dents, Greg Wiberley asked 
how existing businesses would 
be grandfathered under any 
new regulations. He also ques-
tioned how the ordinance 
would apply to apartment 
residents and whether homes 
without approved surfaces for 
parking commercial vehicles 
would be disqualified.

He also raised concerns 
about the length and size of  
commercial vehicles versus 
recreational vehicles.

“Is that fair, or should they 
balance out 40-foot commer-
cial and 40-foot RV?” Wiberley 
asked.

Ultimately, several commis-
sioners agreed the ad hoc com-
mittee should be reinstated and 
the draft returned to the group.

Hose presented a new ver-
sion of  the proposed update.

“We’ve been working on it 
since late 2024,” he said. “We 
had a draft ordinance that 
came before you all in August 
’25, and then it was forwarded 
to the Board of  Mayor and Al-
dermen for adoption.

“The regulatory approach 
we took in that initial pro-
posed set of  amendments was 
to come up with a two-tier ap-
proach, where we would have 
very simple home occupations 
that wouldn’t require a permit, 
and then the more complicated 
ones that had the potential for 
more impact would require a 
permit.”

However, during the adop-
tion process, the Town became 
aware of  a Middle Tennessee 
court case dealing with home 
occupations and equal protec-
tion issues, Hose said.

“The Town attorney (Tom 
Hale) looked at that case — it’s 
still under appeal — but the 
Town attorney felt the best 

course of  action would be to 
eliminate the two-tier system 
and apply one single set of  re-
quirements to all home occu-
pations.”

“When the two-tiered system 
came forward, I was against 
it from the beginning,” Cain 
said. “I thought, how are we 
to decide that this business is 
going to be regulated from that 
business just because of  what 
they did?”

Hose said the new draft 
maintains the goal of  allowing 
a wider range of  businesses.

“In fact, any business that 
can meet the performance 
standards could be permit-
ted as a home occupation,” he 
said. “One of  the largest is-
sues that’s still out there and  
needs input on is vehicles. 
That was a big issue in the last  
regulations, and it continues to 
be something that we are look-
ing to get input from the Town 
and the larger community.”

Business
From page 1A
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West Knoxville mourns sports media icon Wes Rucker, 43
n 	Jake Nichols       

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Knoxville sports media lost 
an icon last Thursday, as well-
known Tennessee sports report-
er Wes Rucker died in a car ac-
cident near the Cedar Bluff exit 
on Interstate 40. He was 43.

A graduate of  Knoxville Cath-

olic High School and the Uni-
versity of  Tennessee, Rucker 
“turned his passion for journal-
ism, sports, and history into a 
two-decade career covering Ten-
nessee athletics across print, 
radio, digital and television me-
dia,” his obituary read.

Rucker was a fixture on social 
media, sharing his thoughts on 

the Vols and his family to more 
than 140,000 followers on X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

His columns were must-reads 
for many fans, and he was 
known among UT media mem-
bers as the last to leave the press 
box following any game at Ney-
land Stadium — or, in his vocab-
ulary, “General Neyland’s Big 

Ol’ Damn House of  Football.”
Beyond his excellent coverage, 

Rucker was a devoted husband 
and father, leaving behind a wife, 
Lauren, and a son, Hank, with a 
daughter to be born in May. 

“He often wrote and spoke 
of  the grounding force of  life, 

Rucker

Bulldogs keeping  
blinders on through  

postseason 
n 	Jake Nichols     		

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Over the years, the 
Bearden Bulldogs have 
learned a few lessons the 
hard way.

One of  them? Stay 
focused on the task at 
hand.

On Friday night, Feb. 
20, the Bulldogs did ex-
actly that by thumping 
Hardin Valley 83-38 in 
the District 4-4A semi-
finals. In the process, 
Bearden played its way 
into a regional quarterfi-
nal host spot for the third 
straight season.

The win also slid the 
Bulldogs into the District 
4-4A championship game 
against Farragut, their 
third meeting this sea-
son, on Tuesday night, 
Feb. 24, at McMinn Coun-
ty High School.

This matchup marked 
the schools’ first district 
title meeting since 2022, 
as FHS won the last bat-
tle 73-62 at Heritage High 
School four years ago.

BHS looked for a dif-

ferent result this time, 
as they also sought ven-
geance for a 63-62 loss to 
Maryville in this game 
last season.

Since the game took 
place after press time, 
results will be available 
online and via social 
media. But before that 
game took place, Parrott 
delved into his team’s 
Friday night win and de-
tailed what it’s been like 
to coach a team that sat 
at 31-1 entering Tuesday 

Parrott

Quigley leads local  
wrestlers at state;  

Franklin makes history
n 	Jake Nichols     		

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Over the last two week-
ends, multiple Farragut-
area wrestlers took part 
in state championship 
meets for Divisions I and 
II.

In the Division II meet 
on Feb. 13 and 14, Webb’s 
Jack Quigley saw the 
best result of  any west 
Knoxville wrestler with 
a third-place finish in 
the 144-pound bracket 
of  the Division II cham-
pionships. He went an 
impressive 5-1 with a 4-1 
win over Father Ryan’s 

Jax Crolley for his third-
place finish, claiming the 
best result of  four Spar-
tan state qualifiers.

At the same meet, 
CAK’s Kyler Cook took 
fourth place at 165, fin-
ishing the best out of  
the Warriors’ three state 
finalists. He went 3-1 be-
fore a loss to Montgom-
ery Bell Academy’s Le-
land Hardcastle ended 
his day in the third-place 
bout.

Also in Division II, 
Concord Christian’s Mat-
thew Franklin placed 

See BULLDOG on Page 3B

See QUIGLEY on Page 3B

See RUCKER on Page 2B

n	 Ken Lay 			 
	 Correspondent

The Division II-AA 
East Region Girls Cham-
pionship came relatively 
easily for Webb School of  
Knoxville Friday night.

The Lady Spartans, 
despite some offensive 

struggles, cruised past 
Cedar Bluff Area rival 
Knoxville Catholic, 53-
24, before a near-capacity 
crowd at the Lee Athletic 
Center.

Webb, the defending 
state champion, was 
locked in a tight battle 
early as it clung to a slim 

11-8 advantage at the end 
of  the first quarter.

But after a tense open-
ing frame, the Lady Spar-
tans relied heavily upon 
their defense to seize 
control of  the contest.

In turning up the de-
fensive heat, the Lady 
Spartans responded to a 

challenge issued by head 
coach Greg Hernandez, 
who wanted his squad to 
keep the KCHS offense in 
check.

“I challenged them to-
day, (saying) ‘Hey, I don’t 
want to give up more than 
40 (points),’ and they held 
them to (24),” Hernandez 

said. “If  we can get 50, I 
like our chances, as long 
as we get to 50 first.”

By halftime, the Lady 
Spartans (24-6) had dou-
bled the Lady Irish’s of-
fensive attack as they 
extended their advantage 
to 24-12 by halftime.

By the close of  the third 

frame, Webb had racked 
up 41 points. Meanwhile, 
its defense surrendered 
just 17 points through 
the first 24 minutes of  the 
contest.

“Offensively, it wasn’t 
all that pretty but we did 

Webb locks down Catholic, claims region title with 53-24 rout

Balanced scoring pushes 
Bearden to district title

Photo Submitted

Several players from the farragutpress coverage area earned All-Tournament honors. Pictured from left to 
right: Farragut’s KJ McNealy, Trinity Curry and Reagan Sheridan; Bearden’s Riley Hunt, Baylie Myers and 
Emma Rainey. Natalya Hodge, far right, earned Most Valuable Player.

Photo Submitted

The Bearden Lady Bulldogs claimed their seventh consecutive District 4-4A Tour-
nament title with a 64-55 win over Farragut on Monday night at McMinn County 
High School.

n 	Jake Nichols     	
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Monday, Feb. 23, the 
Bearden Lady Bulldogs 
held off the Farragut 
Lady Admirals for a 64-
55 win in the District 
4-4A championship 
game at McMinn Coun-
ty High School.

The win marked 
Bearden’s third vic-
tory over FHS this sea-
son, but it was also the 
team’s seventh consecu-
tive district tournament 
championship. 

 “I think it shows that 
I’ve been fortunate to 
have a lot of  really good 
players, great fami-
lies and a great staff,” 
Bearden girls coach 
Justin Underwood said.

Natalya Hodge and 
Emma Rainey led 
Bearden with 14 points 
apiece while MC Le-
Marbre totaled 12 with 
nine from Riley Hunt.

“She’s had three re-
ally good games against 
Farragut, so I’m proud 
of  her ability to score 
the ball,” Underwood 
said of  LeMarbre. “Ev-

eryone knows what 
(Hodge) and Emma can 
do, so she’s been a good 
third or fourth option 
and made teams pay with 
that.”

“We obviously have 
really good players, so 
teams will try to take 
away your best scoring 
threats,” he added. “We 
try to emphasize being 
prepared for the moment 
and taking advantage 
of  your opportunities. 
So anytime you can be 
balanced, it makes it 
that much tougher for a 

team to try and slow you 
down.”

The balanced scor-
ing helped BHS hold off 
the Lady Ads, who held 
a lead midway through 
the second quarter. Just 
before halftime, they 
were within three before 
a turnover and third-
quarter slump left FHS 
at a 10-point deficit that 
proved too much to over-
come.

Within that frame, the 
Lady Ads went just 1-for-
6 from the floor.

“We got good looks, 

weren’t turning the ball 
over,” Farragut coach 
Jason Mayfield said. “We 
just didn’t put the ball in 
the basket, and it wound 
up being a big differ-
ence.”

Farragut still saw 18 
points from Trinity Cur-
ry while KJ McNealy 
scored 13 with 11 each 
from Gabbie VanAcker 
and Reagan Sheridan.

“Trinity played well, 
doing her normal thing,” 
Mayfield said. “We got 

See BALANCED on Page 3B

See WEBB on Page 2B
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Poster submitted

Former Tennessee standout Omari Thomas 

CCS to host free  
Omari Thomas camp

n 	Jake Nichols      
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

On Feb. 28, any local aspir-
ing football players will have 
a chance to interact with a for-
mer Tennessee standout.

Former Vols defensive line-
man Omari Thomas will be 
holding a camp from 9 a.m. to 
noon this Saturday at Concord 
Christian Academy.

The camp is for current 
fifth- through eighth-graders, 
and it will be free with a com-
plimentary T-shirt given to 
any attendee. 

This is not the first UT-
affiliated camp at CCS, as it 
hosted two camps last year 
— one through former Ten-
nessee quarterbacks Heath 
Shuler and Erik Ainge and 
another through Cade and 
Cooper Mays, both of  whom 
played for current Concord 
coach Steve Matthews when 
he was at Knoxville Catholic.

“Those were huge successes, 
and they were both in the sum-
mer,” Matthews said. “This 
one, we thought, ‘Let’s do one 
in February. It’s a dead time 
for a lot of  these young men. I 

don’t know Omari really well, 
but we have a mutual friend 
that came across my landscape 
and mentioned that he’s a 
great young man who wanted 
to give back to the Knoxville 
community.”

Matthews noted other cur-
rent and former Tennessee 
players may be there, though 
he didn’t know who.

Thomas, a Memphis native, 
started for four of  his five sea-
sons on Rocky Top. He served 
as a team captain his senior 
year and totaled 115 tackles 
through his career — 17 for 
loss with five sacks, 13 QB hur-
ries, one fumble recovery, one 
forced fumble and one blocked 
kick.

Also, he represented Tennes-
see on the SEC Football Lead-
ership Council and served as 
the SEC’s representative on 
the NCAA Division I Football 
Oversight Committee Student-
Athlete Connection Group in 
2024.

Now, he will look to bring 
that leadership to the gridiron 
at CCS for one unique Saturday.

“We are definitely looking 
forward to it,” Matthews said.

n	 Ken Lay 			 
	 Correspondent

Webb School of  Knoxville’s 
boys basketball team has won 
30 games in 2025. The Spartans 
cruised through a perfect run 
during their Division II-AA 
East Region regular-season 
schedule.

Webb also won the region 
tournament Friday night as it 
ran past Cedar Bluff Area rival 
Knoxville Catholic with an 87-
52 victory before a near-capac-
ity crowd at the Lee Athletic 
Center.

Still, head coach Ricky Nor-
ris said his team still is looking 
to make improvements. And 
the Spartans will spend much 
of  this week looking to get 
better before they face either 
Memphis University School 
or Montgomery Bell Academy 
Saturday.

“You worry about a little 
rust because you don’t play 

for a week,” Norris said. “But 
this team has kind of  a walk-
on mentality. By that, I mean 
we’ll celebrate this weekend 
and on Monday this group will 
come back and I won’t have to 
get them ready to practice.

“We’ll have a great practice 
on Monday. We’ll have the best 
practice we’ve had all year, and 
that’s just their mentality.”

Friday night’s game marked 
the Spartans’ third win of  the 
season over the Irish, and in 
both games at home, Webb had 
to overcome an early deficit 
twice.

Catholic (22-6) opened an 
early 10-2 advantage in the 
contest and led, 16-12 at the 
end of  the first quarter.

But the Spartans (30-2) 
stormed back and outscored 
Catholic, 22-11, in the second 
stanza and took a 34-27 lead by 
halftime.

“We had a 10-2 lead to start 
the game but we went away 

from our game plan,”  Irish 
coach Mains said. “We came  
in and we wanted to get the 
thing inside, but we went  
away from that and we started 
settling.

“Webb is a tough team and 
we’re tough, too; but tonight, 
they were tougher than us and 
that showed its head.”

From there, things would 
only get worse for Catholic as 
the Spartans scored 34 points 
in the third frame, matching 
the offensive input over the 
first 16 minutes. The Irish, con-
versely, scored just 25 points 
after halftime.

Webb boasted a potent and 
balanced offensive attack, 
led by Alabama-Huntsville 
signee Owen Lentz and his 27 
points. Lentz buried five long-
range jumpers from beyond 
the 3-point arc. He was one of   
five Webb players to post  
double figures in the scoring 
column.

Webb rolls past Catholic, caps 30-win season

Photo Submitted

The Farragut track team saw 10 qualifiers at the indoor state championships earlier this month at 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville.

FHS track sees indoor success
n 	Jake Nichols      

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

At the indoor track state 
championships in Nashville, 10 
Admirals took part. Six events 
featured FHS athletes, and 
three of  those resulted in sea-
son-bests or personal records.

In the two-mile run, Chase 
Temples, Sam Shagan and Bai-
ley Ann Smith all set personal 
bests with times of, 9:58.54 
(Temples), 9:45.53 (Shagan) 
and 12:19.29 (Smith).

In the boys 4x400 event, Ca-
den Baker, Nick Deguira, Fish-
er Smith and Aaron Pohl set a 
season best at 3:38.45.

In the girls distance med-
ley relay, the combo of  Chris-
tie George, Courtney George, 
Ella Gruzalski and Bailey Ann 
Smith recorded a season-best 

time of  13:43.17.
In other events, Christie 

George timed out at 5:31.39 in 
the one-mile run and 2:33.88 in 
the 800-meter run. Also, Baker 
reached a height of  5 feet, 4 
inches in high jump.

“It truly shows how much 
our program is growing — this 
is the first year we’ve had dou-
ble-digit indoor qualifiers,” 
new FHS track coach Charles 
Bell said. “While indoor is 
still new for many athletes, it 
builds confidence and sets the 
foundation for big PRs and 
team success heading into the 
outdoor season.”

With the indoor season be-
hind them, the Admirals will 
now look toward their first 
outdoor meet of  the year, the 
Tennova East TN Jamboree on 
Feb. 28.

And in the girls distance 
medley relay, the combo of  
Christie George, Courtney 
George, Ella Gruzalski and 
Bailey Ann Smith recorded a 
season-best time of  13:43.17.

“It shows the hard work our 
athletes continue to put in ev-
ery day,” said Bell. “They come 
to practice focused on improv-
ing themselves while pushing 
their teammates to get better 
as well. The PRs are great to 
see, but even more rewarding 
is watching them raise their 
own standards through stron-
ger work ethic, commitment, 
and dedication.”

In other events, Chris-
tie George also timed out at  
5:31.39 in the one-mile run and  
2:33.88 in the 800-meter run. 
Also, Baker reached a height 
of  5 feet, 4 inches in high jump.

sharing moments of  every-
day joy and reflecting about 
fatherhood, marriage, and 
the responsibilities that come 
with both,” his obituary read. 
“He carried deep pride in his 
parents, siblings and loved 
ones, frequently expressing 

it through beautifully writ-
ten reflections, though those 
words only hinted at the depth 
of  love and admiration he 
shared privately.”

His death has reverberated 
through Knoxville and the 
national sports community, 
as well-known personalities 
Scott Van Pelt and Kirk Herb-
streit have been among the 

several to speak on his death 
and donate to the GoFundMe 
set up for Rucker’s family.

As of  Monday morning, 
the amount donated to “Sup-
port #TeamRucker” stood at 
$711,990 with a goal of  $850,000. 
Originally, the goal had been 
$500,000 before being raised af-
ter donations poured in.

Rucker
From page 1B

enough to win,” Hernandez 
said. “I’ve got a really good 
group of  girls and I’m just so 
proud of  them for the way they 
defended,”

Offensively, Meeyah Green 
scored 13 points for the Lady 
Spartans, who are the defend-
ing state champions and are 
currently ranked second in 
the state.

Hernandez commended 
Green, a Clemson signee for 
her leadership.

“Meeyah’s leadership is just 
tremendous,” he said.

Kyndall Mays chipped in 

with 11 points for the Lady 
Spartans and Mary Mac Em-
ery, a junior, had nine in the 
contest.

The Lady Spartans will have 
a first-round bye in the state 
tournament before they host 
a quarerfinal game on Friday. 
Webb will entertain either 
Briarcrest Christian School 
or Ensworth Friday at the Lee 
Athletic Center. Game time 
was not set at press time.

The Lady Irish (14-15) will 
also have an opening-round 
bye before hosting the winner 
of  the first-round game be-
tween Lipscomb Academy and 
Chattanooga Girls Prepara-
tory School on Friday.

Webb
From page 1B

In a previous story, we listed the West Valley Middle School 
dance coach as Catherine Brasfield. Her name actually is spelled 
Kathryn. We apologize for the error and once again wish to con-
gratulate WVMS on its two national titles this season. 

CORRECTION  

CARPENTER & LEWIS PLLC
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

ESTATE PLANNING & BUSINESS LAW

• Wills, Trusts &
Estate Planning

• Probate and Settling Estates

• Business Law and Contracts

• Corporations and LLCs

Let us help you.

www.CarpenterLewis.Com

10413 KINGSTON PIKE

SUITE 200
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37922

690-4997

Addressing your needs
and achieving results in a

prompt, cost-effective manner.
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night’s tilt.
“I’m never a big picture per-

son,” Parrott said. “The devil 
is in the details, and success 
and failure can hinge on those 
things. Coaching a team that’s 
31-1 is as challenging as a team 
that isn’t doing well, because 
they think they’re good. But as 
you progress into the postsea-
son, your good has to be even 
better.”

Looking at the box score 
against the Hawks, it is safe to 
say the Bulldogs turned things 
up a notch.

Carson Asbaty went for a 
career-high 31 points, leading 
a Bearden team that played 
without one starter in Sean 
Capshaw — who rolled his an-
kle against Cleveland.

Brendan Murphy added 15 
points for the Dawgs while Por-
ter Dickson totaled 10 points.

Altogether, their output 
spoke to the widespread scor-
ing threat that is present 
across the roster.

“It’s good to always have 
depth, but what’s even more 
encouraging is when you have 
guys that can know they can 
score and don’t have to carry a 
team to be successful either,” 
Parrott said. “Our guys give 
way to one another, and that 
makes us harder to defend. 
They share the wealth and 
spread the ball, and that’s 
hard to cover.”

On Asbaty, Parrott added 
the senior was “asserting his 
physical presence.”

“We have big strong guards, 
and his strength and ability to 
finish through contact really 
helped him impose his will,” 
Parrott said. “That’s been a 
hallmark of  him because he’s 
a smart kid with a good bas-
ketball I.Q. that shows up.”

With Tuesday’s champion-
ship behind them, the Bull-
dogs will shift their focus to 
the region tournament.

As they do, they will keep 
using the same “blinders” ap-
proach that has gotten them 
this far. 

sixth in the 190-pound divi-
sion. He went 3-2 with three 
straight wins before losing his 
final two matches, the final by 
fall against Christian Broth-
ers’ John Bramlett.

Notably, Franklin was Con-
cord’s first state medalist in 
program history.

In the Division I-AA meet in 
Franklin this past weekend, 
Farragut’s Izaac Koga went 
0-2 in the 175-pound bracket 
in his first state tournament 
appearance. The second-year 
wrestler lost to Green Hills’ 
Rocco Harmon 15-0 in his 
opening match, then saw his 
state tournament stay end in 
a loss to Riverdale’s Elijah 
Means — the eventual fourth-
place medalist — in a 12-0 re-
sult.

“To make the state tourna-
ment as a second-year wres-
tler is huge, and to lose all that 
weight and stay healthy is re-
ally big, too,” Farragut coach 
Charlie Rohn said of  Koga. 
“This past year he focused a 
lot on his weight, so next year 

the ball to her and she made 
shots. The focus is on KJ so 
others have got to step up, but 
Reagan Sheridan did a really 
good job, too.”

Curry, McNealy and Sheri-

dan earned All-Tournament 
nods for FHS while Rainey, 
Myers and Hunt took the same 
honors for Bearden. Hodge 
was named tournament MVP.

Now, both teams will look 
toward the Region 2-AAAA 
quarterfinals, which take 
place Friday.

Farragut will host Campbell 
County at home while Bearden 
will welcome Karns.

“We feel like we’ve got 
a pretty good side of  our  
region, so we feel like we should  
continue to advance so long  
as we play like we did for  
most of  the game Monday,” 

Mayfield said.
“If  anything, it’s a breath 

of  fresh air to play someone 
you haven’t played all year,” 
Underwood added of  his own 
team. “Anytime you can play a 
new opponent, it’s always wel-
come just for a different scout 
and newer personnel.”

Balanced
From page 1B

Quigley
From page 1B

Bulldog
From page 1B

he won’t be worrying about 
that. So he can be focused even 
more on wrestling, so I think 
he’ll definitely place. It just 
shows what hard work can do.”

In the same meet, Hardin 
Valley produced three qualifi-

ers but saw similar results as 
Koga.

HVA’s Adriel Roland lost to 
Blackmon’s Germaia Ewida 
by total fall, 16-0 and lost to  
Wilson Central’s Wyatt  
Nichols 14-7 to go 0-2 in the 

106-pound slate.
William Wimer saw the 

same record at 157, losing to 
Rockvale’s Gerald Rollins, 3-0, 
and Kirkwood’s Luke Louzen-
sky, 9-1.

Tony Cox

Hardin Valley Academy’s Mikeal Arce (top) works for control against Green Hill’s Luka Nash dur-
ing a 285-pound consolation match at the TSSAA Wrestling State Championships on Saturday, 
Feb. 21. 

Admirals ‘weather storm’ for historic win over Oak Ridge
n 	Jake Nichols       

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

     On Friday night, the Far-
ragut Admirals stormed back 
from a nine-point deficit to 
beat Oak Ridge 65-62 in the 
District 4-4A semifinals.

They unlocked a bit of  his-
tory in the process while also 
shedding a 44-year weight, 
having beaten ORHS for the 
first time since the 1982 dis-

trict finals, according to FHS 
Sports Information Director 
Jack Tate.

The comeback victory 
snapped a 13-game drought 
against the Wildcats and put 
Farragut into Tuesday’s dis-
trict championship for the first 
time since 2022. 

Because of  press time on Tues-
day, the results from the Ads’ 
district title matchup against 
Bearden will only be available 

online and social media.
Earlier in the week, though, 

FHS head coach J.P. Burris ad-
dressed his team’s historic per-
formance against Oak Ridge. 

“Another game where our 
guys weathered the storm,” he 
said. “We had a couple things 
go against us, like a ball that 
they said hit the top of  the 
backboard and didn’t, then a 
walk call, too.”  

“A lot of  things that could 

have caused an avalanche when 
you’re down multiple posses-
sions,” he summarized, “but 
our guys stayed calm and closed 
out the game on a big run.”

Dan Lanning led FHS with 
20 points while Parker Lane to-
taled 15 as well.

“He was absolutely huge for us 
on Friday,” Burris said of Lan-
ning. “Attacked the paint, made 
good decisions with the ball and 
really set the tone for us.”

 6223 Highland Place Way, Suite 102, Knoxville, TN 37919 | 865-424-2007 | www.tnspinespecialists.com
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SPONSORED BY:

Healthy 
Heart Month 
& Y-Serve 
in Action: 
Sharing the Love

Photos submitted

February is Healthy Heart Month, and at the Y, 
we believe heart health is built through community. 
Every day, our Y family shows that wellness is more 
than exercise — it’s connection, encouragement, 
and support.

Last month, the Davis Y proudly hosted two Y-
Serve Volunteer Meetings, bringing together mem-
bers who are passionate about strengthening our 
community through service. These gatherings help 
us plan meaningful outreach opportunities and cre-
ate space for members of  all ages to get involved.

We also launched the first of  four service projects 
for 2026: Share the Love Care Packages. Thanks to 
the generosity and teamwork of  our Y community, 
we assembled 89 care packages filled with hygiene 
items, warm socks, sweet treats, and heartfelt notes 
handwritten cards by one of  our After School Child 
Care participants, which made each package even 
more meaningful!

Our volunteers then hand-delivered the packages 
to residents at our friends at NHC Assisted Living, 
where we had the opportunity to visit and socialize. 
Strengthening hearts isn’t just about physical health 
— it’s about serving others and building lasting 
connections.

If  you’re interested in being part of  Y-Serve, we’d 
love to have you join us! Volunteer opportunities 
span service projects, special events, branch main-
tenance, and fundraising efforts. Please reach out to 
the Davis Y at (865) 777-9622 to register or learn more 
about how you can make a difference in our com-
munity.

THANK YOU Y Serve Volunteers, for counting, sorting and packing each Share the Love 
Care Package with Love and Care!

Our Homeschool PE Kids work hard, and play hard!

Teddy and Emmett working on their architecture skills.  Thanks guys, we may be calling
 you soon about a building addition here at the Davis Y.

Alan may be nice in the hallways but as your 
Personal Trainer, he doesn’t mess around!

Coming in to the Y greeted with 
a smile is the only way we 
do things around here! 

Thank you 
Bruck Family 

for spending your 
morning packing 

care bags with us!  

So many fun and fabulous Group 
Exercises classes to choose from- 
come see what works for you!



FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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Davis Family YMCA
Farragut | 865.777.9622

YMCAKnoxville.org

More Than a Gym.
A Place to Belong.

There’s no place 
like this place.

Join us and discover what makes the Y different.

At the YMCA, we’re here 
for every age, every 

stage, and every goal.

From strengthening bodies to building 
confidence and connection, the Y is 

where Farragut comes together.

• 	Wellness that meets you where 	
	 you are

• 	Programs for kids, families, 
	 active adults and seniors

• 	A welcoming community rooted 	
	 in support and inclusion

No pressure. 

No intimidation. 

Just a place to grow 
stronger—together.
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REGISTER TODAY 
TO WIN

 $ $200200  
from participating

Farragut businesses.
For more information go to 

www.shopfarragut.com

in Gift Cards 
and Prizes

“... TWS aims 
to bring people 
together for 
both artistic 
enrichment 
and meaning-
ful local im-
pact.” 

~ Christopher Best, 
TWS communications and 

publicity coordinator

Photos submitted

Above: Tennessee Wind 
Ensemble, part of Tennessee 
Wind Symphony, performed at 
the Worlds Fair Park in Knox-
ville Oct. 16, 2025.

Left: John Zastoupil con-
ducted the Tennessee Wind 
Ensemble during a concert 
at The Cathedral of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
Knoxville Dec. 21, 2025.

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

East Tennessee’s premier community concert 
band is returning to Farragut for the first time 
since 2016.

Tennessee Wind Symphony will present a free 
concert at 6 p.m., Sunday, March 1, in Farragut 
High School’s Vicki B. Wells’ auditorium while 
also supporting the FISH Hospitality Pantries. 

“We’re excited [to hold the concert],” said 
Christopher Best, TWS communications and 
publicity coordinator. “We have a long history 
with Farragut, rehearsing at the middle school 
for about 20 years.

“In our real early days in the ’90s, we would 
have concerts in the (FHS) auditorium, and a 
lot of  our members live in Farragut and make 
music in their churches in Farragut,” he said. 
“There’s a quintet, the Concord Brass, that is 
made up of  members in our group.

“We have a lot of  roots in Farragut but haven’t 
been able to perform there in 10 years,” Best 
said. “We have become artists in residence at 
the Cathedral of  the Most Sacred Heart of  Jesus 
in Bearden since about 2021-22.”

However, “we found this opportunity, and the 
high school band folks have been gracious to of-
fer their auditorium and equipment,” he said. 

“We’re just hoping to get the word out and con-
nect with people who maybe haven’t heard us in 
a long time.” 

Admission to 
the concert is free 
and open to the 
public. Attendees 
are encouraged to 
make voluntary 
donations, with all 
proceeds benefit-
ing FISH Hospital-
ity Pantries and its 
ongoing efforts to 
combat food inse-
curity in the Knox-
ville area. 

“By pairing an 
evening of  live mu-
sic with an oppor-
tunity to give back, 
the TWS aims to 
bring people to-
gether for both artistic enrichment and mean-
ingful local impact,” Best said.

The concert program is titled “Sky’s the  
Limit.” 

Tennessee Wind Symphony presents free concert
‘Sky’s the Limit’

See CONCERT on Page 8B

CCS students give back 
at Second Harvest

Photo submitted 

Concord Christian School middle and high school criminal justice 
students, from left, Leah Buhl,  Liv Nielson, MiKayla Tyler, Cora 
Grudl, Lawson Hageman, Tiffany Ortez, Kate Butler and Lydia 
Smith fill 9.7-ounce bags with cereal at Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Tennessee’s clean room. 

n 	TAMMY CHEEK 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Concord Christian School’s 
middle and high school crimi-
nal justice students learned 
about giving back at Second 
Harvest Food Bank of  East 
Tennessee in Maryville, Tues-
day, Feb. 17.

“I took 20 middle and high 
school students, along with 
two staff members, to volun-
teer at Second Harvest Food 
Bank of  East Tennessee,” said 
Brandon Burley, criminal 

justice instructor and fam-
ily group leader at CCS. “Our 
group includes members of  
the Criminal Justice Society 
[middle school] and students 
from the Justice Leadership 
Academy [high school].

“During our shift in the food 
bank’s clean room, we repack-
aged several hundred pounds 
of  bulk cereal into 9.7-ounce 
bags for distribution to fami-
lies across East Tennessee,” 
Burley said. “In one afternoon, 

Mardi Gras at the Villages
Villages of Farra-

gut held its annual 
Mardi Gras celebra-

tion at the senior 
living facility, Village 

Commons Boule-
vard, Wednesday, 

Feb. 17, when resi-
dent AW Ammans 

was named king and 
Mary Myhre was 

named queen. Along 
with the crowning, 

the community also 
had a parade and 
Mardi Gras fare.

Photo submitted

See GIVE BACK on Page 8B

WorshipWorship PraisePraise&
 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 

to place your ad

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

 ffumc.org/events

SATURDAY | 5:30P

SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885
136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m. 
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

 FARRAGUT 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH
 “Praising God, Serving Others, 

Growing in Faith”

  209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 3 and up.

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services 

NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”
  

www.westgatechurchknox.com 

416 N. Campbell 
Station Road

Sundays @10:30 am 

Experience life in Jesus:
Love, Joy, Peace, and

 the Power of the Spirit!

Celebration Service:
 Sundays, 10:30 am

Empowered Classes: 
 Wednesdays, 7:00 pm
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Photo submitted 

Farragut Presbyterian Church’s Boy Scout Troop 444 celebrated 
three new Eagle Scouts in the church Wednesday, Feb. 17. From 
left, Roman Ronca, a senior at Farragut High School; Logan Hen-
derson, a junior at Hardin Valley Academy; and Austin Wilson, 
a senior at Farragut High School, each started their journey as 
first-graders in Cub Scouts. They now join their fellow Phoenix 
Patrol members, Will Monroe, Graham Morrell, Charlie Robards 
and Parker Morrell, as all seven members have earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout. 

New Eagle Scouts obituary
Joyce Louise VanSant 

Judge, 90, was called home to be 
with the Lord on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14th, 2026. She passed gen-
tly from this life with her daugh-
ter holding her hand. Joyce was 
born on August 19th, 1935 to Ver-
non Vaughn VanSant and Jessie 
Milton Jones VanSant in Mount 
Victory, Kentucky.

Joyce is survived by her sis-
ters Emily VanSant Howard of  
Chattanooga, TN and Frances 
VanSant Edwards (Robert) of  
Lexington KY. She is survived by 
a daughter, Marcia Judge Rotty 
of  Sellersville, PA; two sons, 
David Allan Judge (Cynthia) 
of  Jacksonville, AL and Daniel 
Franklin Judge of  Knoxville, 
TN; five grandchildren, Elise 
Ivey Wright (William), Jeremy 
Rotty (Ashley), Gaelyn Amick 
(Stephen), Cory Judge, and Al-
lison Judge (Hayden), as well 
as eight great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces, nephews, 

cousins, and friends. She is pre-
ceded in death by her parents 
Vernon Vaughn VanSant and 
Jessie Milton Jones VanSant; 
her seven brothers: Benjamin 
Franklin, William Russell, Ver-
non Vaughn, Philip Hudgins, 
Daniel Mil-
ton, Jesse 
Francis, and 
Cecil Thom-
as VanSant; 
one son, 
Mark An-
drew Judge 
Jr, and the 
father of  
her children 
Mark An-
drew Judge 
Sr.

Joyce founded the Ten-
nessee Alliance for the Men-
tally Ill and became its first  
Executive Director. In this role 
she spoke to the U.S. Congress to 
advocate for insurance benefits 
for mental health care, strove 
tirelessly to help destigmatize 
mental illness, and provided 
support for individuals and their 

families experiencing mental 
health crises.

Joyce was an avid gardener, 
a dedicated tennis partner, an 
enthusiastic pianist, and a ruth-
lessly competitive player of  
Scrabble and Chinese Checkers. 
Her wordplay and silliness gave 
the impression of  a soul that 
remained forever young. She 
enjoyed encouraging students 
as a substitute teacher at Far-
ragut Middle School. She was 
a lifelong, devout believer in 
Christ who helped foster a simi-
lar abiding faith in her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children.

Joyce’s remains will be cre-
mated per her request, arrange-
ments by Sadler-Suess Funeral 
Home of  Telford, PA. Joyce’s 
memorial service will be held at 
a later date, in Kentucky. In lieu 
of  flowers the family requests 
memorials be made to NAMI 
Tennessee, 131 Sanders Ferry 
Rd. Suite B, Hendersonville, TN 
37075 or you may donate online 
at namitn.org/get-involved/
ways-to-give/

Judge

To place your Classified ad in farragutpress call 865-675-6397.

ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Full time/Part time position available.
The candidate should be comfortable speaking to business 

professionals and possess good written and verbal communication 
skills. Must be organized and self motivated. 

Sales or customer service experience preferred, 
but will train the right individual.

Send resume to
khartman@farragutpress.com

is seeking an

000 LEGALS

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation,age, religion, disability or 
veteran status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and programs. 

To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Farragut, at its meeting on Thursday, February 12, 2026, 
adopted the following ordinances on second and fi nal reading: 

F a r r a g u t  To w n  H a l l  |  1 1 4 0 8  M u n i c i p a l  C e n t e r  D r i v e

a. Ordinance 26-02 (recommended for approval by the 
Planning Commission as Ordinance 25-20), on second 
reading, an ordinance to amend the Farragut Code of 
Ordinances, Appendix A - Zoning, Chapter 3, Section XII. 
- General Commercial District (C-1), Subsection F. Mixed 
Use Town Center, 3., Building Facade Requirements, to 
provide for new buildings to follow the Town of Farragut 
Architectural Design Standards, as amended, for the Town 
Center Subarea and remove reference to the Town Center 
Design Requirements (The Architecture Collaborative, 
Applicant)
b. Ordinance 26-03 (recommended for approval by the 
Planning Commission as Ordinance 25-21), on second 
reading, an ordinance to amend the Farragut Code of 
Ordinances, Appendix A - Zoning, Chapter 3, Section 
XVII. Offi ce district (O-1), Subsection B. Permitted 
principal and accessory uses and structures, to add 
“Interactive Sports Analysis Services” as a permitted use 

and to include a defi nition for “Interactive Sports Analysis 
Services” in Chapter 2 of the Zoning Ordinance (Christian 
Miller, Applicant)
c. Ordinance 26-04 (recommended for approval by the 
Planning Commission as Ordinance 25-22), on second 
reading, an ordinance to amend the Farragut Zoning Map 
to rezone Parcel 05501, Tax Map 152 and Parcel 055, 
Tax Map 152 (12232 Turkey Creek Road) from Agricultur-
al (A) to General Single-Family Residential (R-2) (Mid-
town Legal, Applicant)
d. Ordinance 26-05 (recommended for approval by the 
Planning Commission as Ordinance 25-23), on second 
reading, an ordinance to amend the Farragut Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 24, Subpart B., Article 3 - Vest-
ed Rights in Development Standards, by providing for 
updated provisions consistent with recent amendments 
to the Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA)(Town of Farragut, 
Applicant)

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation,age, religion, disability or 
veteran status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 in its hiring, employment practices and programs. 

To request accommodations due to disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN MEETING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026 AT 6:00 PM

I. Roll Call, Silent Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Approval of Minutes
A. February 12, 2026 Workshop
B. February 12, 2026
IV. Mayor’s Report
A. Justin Mowery Proclamation Presentation
V. Ordinances & Resolutions
A. Resolutions
1. Approval of Resolution R-26-02, a Resolution 
adopting the FY2026-2027 Town of Farragut 
Strategic Plan

VI. Business Items
A. Approval of a 5K for Race for a Reason 
starting at 11367 Parkside Drive and involving 
streets in the Cove at Turkey Creek and Sweet Briar 
Subdivisions (Darryl Whitehead and Gabi Walsh, 
Applicants)
VII. Citizens Forum
VIII. Town Administrator’s Report
IX. Town Attorney’s Report
X. Adjournment

F a r r a g u t  To w n  H a l l  |  1 1 4 0 8  M u n i c i p a l  C e n t e r  D r i v e

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

BEER BOARD MEETING
Thursday, February 26, 2026 at 5:50 PM

Farragut Town Hall • 11408 Municipal Center Drive

I) Call to Order
II) Approval of Minutes
A) November 13, 2025
III) Beer Permit
A) Approval of Class 6, Special Occasion Beer 
Permit for St. John Neumann Catholic
School “Off to the Races” Derby Auction

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE | FARRAGUT, TN 37934 
865.966.7057 |  WWW.TOWNOFFARRAGUT.ORG

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

FARRAGUT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN 
MEETING WORKSHOP

Thursday, February 26, 2026 at 5:00 PM
Farragut Town Hall • 11408 Municipal Center Drive

I. Roll Call
II. Business Items
A. Review of FY 27-32 CIP Draft Budget
III. Adjournment

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party	15 words	 $47/4 weeks
Commercial	 25 words	 $57/4 weeks
Each additional word	 25¢ per week
Display Ads	
$12.00 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com
865-694-4108

ACT / SAT / PSATACT / SAT / PSAT
Michael K. 

Smith, 
Ph.D.

Helping students improve Helping students improve 
test scores for 40 years.test scores for 40 years.

Taking reservations for Taking reservations for 
individual tutoring for individual tutoring for 
March/April/June ACTMarch/April/June ACT

Celebrating 10,000 students tutored since 2004!

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1
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our group of  22 provided 88 to-
tal volunteer hours.”

“It makes me realize peo-
ple in our own community 
are struggling more than we 
think,” seventh-grader Kate 
Butler said.

“This visit is part of  our 
program’s focus on civic re-
sponsibility and service,” Bur-
ley explained.  

“I didn’t know the differ-
ence between a food bank and 
a food pantry,” 10th-grader 
Savannah Jarnagin said. “See-
ing how this works behind the 
scenes changed that.” 

“They were also surprised 
to learn how large of  a region 
Second Harvest of  East Ten-
nessee serves and how many 
families across our area rely 
on food assistance each week,” 
Burley said. 

“Before today, I didn’t know 
how many counties Second 
Harvest serves,” seventh-
grader Lydia Smith said. “I 
thought it was just Knoxville.” 

Additionally, “the experi-
ence gave them a clearer un-
derstanding of  food insecurity 

 Photo submitted 

Concord Christian School students who volunteered at Second 
Harvest Food Bank included, front row in a split, Liv Nielson, 
from left, and instructor Brandon Burley (kneeling); first row 
standing, Justice Phillips, Leah Buhl, Lydia Smith and Cora Gru-
idl; second row, Savannah Jarnigan, Lawson Hageman, Mikyla 
Tyler, Tiffany Ortez and Kate Butler; back row, Austin Burley, Eli 
Blackburn, Weston Ebnet and Cody Hamill.

in our own region,” Burly said. 
“As a retired detective, I re-

mind students that criminal 
justice is about far more than 

arrests,” he added. “It is about 
understanding the community 
you serve and finding ways to 
strengthen it.”

Giving back
From page 6B

Concert
From page 6B

“Featured pieces, such 
as “Hymn to the Sun” and 
“Dusk,” are inspired by the 
beauty and changing moods of  
the sky, West said. “Audiences 
of  all ages are invited to enjoy 
an inspiring performance.

“TWS has made plenty of  
musical memories in Farragut 
over the years, having previ-
ously performed at Concord 
United Methodist Church, 
Farragut High School and on 
the farragutrpress lawn,” he 
said. “Farragut Middle School 
served as the group’s rehears-
al home for nearly 20 years.”

He added 2026 marks the 
35th anniversary for TWS, 
which was known as the East 
Tennessee Concert Band for 
many of  those years in Far-
ragut. 

“We are thrilled to return to 
Farragut,” said Annie Nassis, 
TWS executive board presi-
dent. “Many of  our members 
call Farragut home, and we 
are looking forward to show-

casing them in their own com-
munity.” 

The TWS hired Dr. John Za-
stoupil as its conductor last 
summer. Zastoupil also serves 
as the director of  bands at Uni-
versity of  Tennessee, Knox-
ville. The March 1 event will 
be the fourth concert under 
his baton. 

For general information 
about the event, visit tn-
windsymphony.org, or face-
book.com/tennesseewindsym-
phony. General inquiries for 
TWS can be emailed to ten-
nesseewindsymphony@gmail.
com. 

press planner
• Mission of  Hope announces its 3rd Annual Sporting Clays Tour-

nament, scheduled for Friday, May 15, at Iron Mountain Sporting 
Clays in Kodak, Tennessee. This event welcomes shooters of  all skill 
levels for a day of  friendly competition while supporting Mission of  
Hope’s work to bring help, hope and joy to families in need across 
rural Appalachia. Proceeds from the tournament will support Mis-
sion of  Hope’s core outreach programs, which make a lasting impact 
in the lives of  children and families each year. Individuals, teams, 
and sponsors are invited to register by visiting missionofhope.org/
clay-tournament or by calling 865-584-7571. Sponsorship opportu-
nities are available for businesses and individuals eager to make a 
meaningful impact in the community.

like us on facebook at facebook.com/farragutpress or visit www.farragutpress.com

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block......................... $65/mo.
2 Block....................... $120/mo.
3 Block....................... $180/mo.
4 Block....................... $235/mo.
6 Block....................... $350/mo.
8 Block....................... $465/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy:
Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

Do you have a unique business or service?
Advertise in the farragutpress service directory! Call Linda at 865-218-8881

service 
     directory

lawn & 
landscaping

home repair & improvement

misc.  
services

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2025

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• FREE Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• 20+ Years Experience
• 5★ Rated
• No Job Too Small

Serving East Tennessee since 1974 Monthly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly   
Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 

Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-ConstructionLocally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee 
for over 50 years! 

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Mention this ad for
25% o�  first
monthly or 

quarterly pest 
control service.

Visit us on Facebook 

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for FREE Fall Estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

RANDY THE PAINTER
FREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Licensed & Insured • 46 Yrs Experience

★ Interiors & Exteriors Painting
★ Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood 
 Repair & Soft Washing Available
★ FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
★★★★★ 5 star Google Reviews

30% OFF30% OFF
All Interior PaintingAll Interior Painting

Through FebruaryThrough February 

Residential & 
Commercial

Spring & Summer Cleanup
• Pruning 

• Bush Hogging • Mulch
Delivery Available

MOWING
MULCHING

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human 
Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is 
in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

Residential & Commercial

• Junk   
 Removal
• Demolition
• Hauling

REED BACON
    Owner,  Operator

Text or Call 
865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

WE 
BUY 

HOUSES
865-444-8804 Knox, Loudon, and Blount Counties

 Wally Lessig, Owner

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible 
or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or 
promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse 
any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting
 Repaint Specialist
Commercial & Residential

We do Home Improvement
Projects in addition to:

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

Serving Knoxville & the Farragut 
area for 29 years  FREE ESTIMATES  865-291-8434

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured

We take the Pain Out of painting!

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Personal Injury
Estate Litigation & Probate
Wills, Estate Planning & Conservatorships

Whitson  
Smith
Attorney

McDonald, Levy & Taylor


