
Williams named 
Grandmother of Year
n	Staff Reports 

	editor@farragutpress.com

Tennessee Justice Cen-
ter recently named Tikia 
Williams of  West Knox-
ville as a 2026 Grand-
mother of  the Year, rec-
ognizing “her resilience, 
compassion and unwav-
ering dedication to her 
grandchildren,” a TJC 
press release stated.

Williams was born in 
Tennessee, and “no mat-
ter where life has taken 
her, Tennessee has al-
ways been home,” the re-
lease stated.

She spent part of  her 
childhood in California 
and later returned to 
Knoxville as a teenager. 
Over the years, she has 

lived in Georgia, as well, 
but she always found her 
way back to Tennessee, 
saying, “This is where 
my family is.” 

Family is at the center 
of  everything for Wil-
liams. She is the mother 
of  five children, all of  
whom live in Knoxville, 
and the grandmother of  
nine. 

Four of  her grandchil-
dren have been in her 
care since March 2024, 
a responsibility she em-
braced without hesita-
tion.

Williams describes 
herself  as “hardworking 
and family-oriented,” 
and her life reflects that 

n 	Staff Report 
	editor@farragutpress.com

The Grandparents as Parents program hosted 
its annual “Parenting the Second Time Around” 
conference on Tuesday, April 28.

This year’s theme, “The Resilient Caregiver: 
Strength Through Support,” focused on empow-
ering those who are raising children for a second 
time, according to a release.

The conference aims to equip grandparents, 

relative caregivers and professionals with prac-
tical tools, valuable resources and up-to-date 
information to strengthen caregiving skills, pro-
mote resilience and build supportive networks.

One of  our own at the farragutpress, writer 
Jake Nichols, has personal experience with this 
dynamic and felt its impact from an early age.

“Having been raised by my grandmother from 
ages 12 through 18, I have observed the differ-
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Jake Nichols, a staff writer with farragutpress, smiles alongside his grandmother, Sandra Arnold, dur-
ing a high school senior photo in February 2015. Her impact is why Nichols felt compelled to chime 
in regarding the “Grandparents as Parents” conference held last week in Knoxville.

‘Grandparents as Parents’ 
Conference promotes support, resilience

Sign rules highlight 
candidate meeting

Dream Connection  
grants child’s dream

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Candidates seeking 
public office in Farragut 
Board of  Mayor and Al-
dermen seats gathered 
in Farragut Town Hall 
Thursday, April 30, to 
learn more about the 
Town and what is expect-
ed of  the offices. 

However, the “hot top-
ic” was the regulations 
regarding placement of  
political signs. 

“All we can do in the 
Town is what the state 
allows us to do,” Town 
Community Develop-
ment director Mark Shi-
pley said. “The political 

sign provisions are gov-
erned through the Ten-
nessee Code Annotated 
and Tennessee Freedom 
of  Speech Act. That gives 
all municipalities and 
communities the base-
line of  what the state 
allows them to do. They 
can’t do more than what 
the state allows them to 
do.” 

For the Town, “some 
of  the big things for us 
is just making sure that 
the political signs are 
not on public properties, 
including public right-
of-way,” Shipley said. 
“In 2025, we actually 
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n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Imagine your child 
suddenly becoming criti-
cally ill. 

There are doctors’ vis-
its, hospital stays, injec-
tions, time away from 
home and tears. 

Now, imagine someone 
comes to you and tells 
you there is an organiza-
tion that can make your 
child’s dream come true, 

and it does. That organi-
zation is Dream Connec-
tion.

A “sold-out crowd” of  
Dream Connection’s sup-
porters joined past and 
current dream recipi-
ents to celebrate its anni-
versary milestone, pres-
ent the Legacy Award, 
raise money and reveal 
the 2026 dream coming 
true for a child during its 

Election Day
People turned out to vote for Election Day,  
Tuesday, May 5, inside Faith Lutheran Church, 
located at 225 Jamestowne Blvd. in Farragut. 
By 11 a.m. Tuesday, this site welcomed 74 vot-
ers who made their way to the polls to cast their  
ballots for the 2026 Knox County primary elec-
tion. Results are unavailable in our Wednesday, 
May 6, edition since they rolled in after press 
time, but you can find more information at  
farragutpress.com. 

Jake Nichols

Sheriff’s office defends service levels in Farragut
n  	Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com 

Knox County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to farragutpress’s questions 
on April 29 concerning its coverage of  
the Town of  Farragut.

“The patrol zones have not changed, 
and having a precinct or lack of  doesn't 

change their responsibilities,” replied 
Kimberly Glenn, communications di-
rector for KCSO. “Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies do a fantastic job 
of  responding to calls for service. If  
you're looking for specific calls and/
or call volume for your area, as well 
as response times, I suggest contacting 
E-911. 

E-911 did receive a records request 
from the farragutpress May 4, and the 
farragutpress received an email, also 
on May 4, stating E-911 received our 
request; but the farragutpress has not 
had any further replies as of  press time. 

“Additionally, Sheriff [Tom] Span-
gler has no response to the letter [sent 
by Farragut Mayor Ron Williams to the 

sheriff in March],” Glenn said. “[Span-
gler] is, however, eager to get the new 
West Knox County precinct open; it is 
conveniently located at Cedar Bluff to 
serve all of  West Knox County. 

“We are pleased to offer a one-stop 
location where residents can also con-
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ent ways she had to operate 
through the years. Although 
she still spoiled me plenty as 
my grandmother, she could 
not exercise that same ap-
proach all the time since she 
had to be a fill-in parent as 
well,” Nichols said. “Now that 
I’m older, though, I’m so grate-
ful for that dynamic and how it 
shaped our relationship. She is 
still my closest confidant and, 
as a former English teacher 

herself, is one of  the reasons I 
became a writer.”

The “Grandparents as Par-
ents” event took place from 
8:30 a.m.  to 1:30 p.m. at Roth-
child Catering & Conference 
Center, 8807 Kingston Pike. 

Educational sessions at the 
conference included “Thera-
peutic Gardening,” “Vaping 
101” and “Putting the Oxygen 
Mask on First: How Caregiv-
ers Can Recognize and Regu-
late Their Emotions and Help 
Youth Do the Same.”

Grandparents
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40th Anniversary Gala in Fox 
Den Country Club Thursday 
night, April 30.

Erecka Brown wiped away 
tears when Denise Rowe an-
nounced Brown’s son, Tyheim 
Westfield, who loves animals 
and dinosaurs, will be taking 
a trip to the San Diego Zoo in 
California. Along with that, Zoo 
Knoxville staff brought Spen-
cer, a hyacinth macaw, and Ur-
sula, a blue-tongued skink, to 
the event and the child received 
a bag of  dinosaur toys and an 
inflatable dinosaur.

“It means a lot to me,” Ty-
heim's mother said. “It was 
new to me when I first had 
him. Everything he’s receiving 
is a blessing for him because 
he’s had to go through a lot 
in life, and he’s been resilient 
through everything.” 

Tyheim, a rising fourth-grad-
er, was born Dec. 17, 2015, with 
Treacher Collins Syndrome, a 
cranial/facial difference.

“A few days later he was 
receiving a [tracheotomy],” 
Erecka recalled. “I had to 
learn everything to take care 
of  my baby.” 

During the event, attendees 
heard from the musical group, 
Gas Station Sushi, and from 
V.I.P. guest, former University 
of  Tennessee basketball star, 
John Fulkerson. 

Regarding being involved 
with the Dream Connection, 
Fulkerson said, “The fact 
[Dream Connection] has been 
doing that for 40 years and what 
they do of  helping kids when 

they really need it the most, I 
think is really important.

“And really, the amount of  
money these people are pour-
ing into kids they don’t know, 
they haven’t met, is really a 
heartfelt non-profit organiza-
tion,” he said.

Dream Connection is a non-
profit organization provid-
ing once-in-a-lifetime dreams 
to East Tennessee children 
between the ages of  3 and 18 
who have life-threatening or 
chronically debilitating ill-
nesses, Dream Connection 
board member Christine Tam-
burnini said. 

The organization is operated 
solely by a volunteer board 
of  directors, advisory board 
and other concerned citizens, 
so 100 percent of  the money 
raised goes to fulfill children’s 
dreams, said Beth Milam, 
Dream Connection president. 

“We hope you leave this 
evening with a deeper under-
standing of  our mission and 
what we do,” she said. 

Dream Connection was 
founded in 1985 by Billy Joe 
Price, who “dreamed of  creat-
ing an organization that would 
bring happiness and hope to 
local children who were facing 
unimaginable illnesses,” Mi-
lam related. 

The organization also hon-
ored Board member and attor-
ney Ferrell Levy, also a Rotary 
Club of  Farragut member, 
with the Legacy award. Levy 
was the attorney Price turned 
to in his efforts to start the 
organization, and Levy has 
supported Dream Connection 
since that time. 

At least three previous 
dream recipients were pres-
ent at the event: Andi Lay, 10; 
Noah Sileno, 11, who was diag-
nosed at 3 years old with brain 
cancer but got a trip to Disney 
World; and Sam Warren, who 
was 5 when he received a tour 
of  a vacuum factory. Now, he 
is healthy, married, in his 30s 
and a robotics engineer.

“I can’t really express how 
much [the dream] meant to 
us,” Warren said. 

Martha Sileno said her son 
was diagnosed with high-
risk B-cell acute lymphoblas-
tic leukemia, a fast-growing 
blood cancer. 

“We were actually inpatient 
for the 41 of  the 47 days that 
we were diagnosed,” she re-
lated, adding she met Denise 
Rowe, their dreammaker and 
volunteer, at the hospital. 

“Treatment’s hard, cancer’s 
hard; but in the middle of  
that, we met up with Dream 
Connection.”

The trip to Disney “was ab-
solutely amazing,” Martha 
said. While at Disney, “we got 
a phone call from our oncolo-
gist, and she said he was in re-
mission."  

“You are the reason we do 
what we do,” Milam told the 
children.

“Ted Hall, WVLT anchor, 
also has a special heart for this 
organization as well,” board 
member John Milam said. 
With emotion taking over, 
Warren added, “It’s amazing 
how much it helped me and 
our family, just to be able to 
get through that hard time.”  

Hall also experienced 

Tammy Cheek 

Dream Connection’s dreammaker, Denise Rowe, presents some 
of the items of 10-year-old Tyheim Westfield’s dream to the child 
as part of a reveal at Dream Connection’s 40th Anniversary Gala 
in Fox Den Country Club Thursday night, April 30. With the child 
are his mother, Ereka Brown, and father, Timothy Westfield. 

Dream
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Sheriff's
From page 1A

duct other business with Knox 
County,” she added. “As al-
ways, if  a member of  the com-
munity needs to file a report, 
they can do so over the phone 
at 865-215-2243, and likewise, if  
they need to obtain a report, 
they may do so by emailing 
publicrecords@knoxsheriff.
org

Additionally, Capt. Aaron 
Yarnell with Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Technology 
Division, responded, “I would 
also like to know where the ru-
mors of  Farragut not having 
officers because of  a precinct 
location change.  

“Maybe some people 
thought officers responded 
from there.” He added. “Maybe 
they don’t understand how we 
use a precinct. The physical lo-

cation change of  3 miles didn’t 
change anything about pro-
tection to the Farragut com-
munity. Same patrol beats, 
same way dispatched, nothing 
changed.  

Regarding Farragut Mayor’s 
March 27 letter to the sheriff’s 
office, Yarnell said, “Myself  
and [Capt.] Hugh [Holt] were 
copied here in this email as 
we are two of  the people that 
has been helping get our new 
location ready along with add-
ing a crime center to it. We 
have made a positive from a 
negative. Negative … as being 
asked to move out of  our cur-
rent Farragut location. 

“Farragut is still a part of  
Knox County and is important 
to us, just like other commu-
nities, such as Gibbs, Halls, 
Hardin Valley, Vestal, etc.,” he 
said. “Calls for service and pa-
trol remains the same.”

Dream Connection’s compas-
sion after his youngest son 
was diagnosed with brain can-
cer. He was treated to a Disney 
cruise compliments of  Dream 
Connection.

Also, “I have first-hand 
knowledge of  what Dream 
Connection does,” said Denise   
Rowe, the mother of  Ethan, 
then 11. “It gave our family a 
much needed reprieve from 
the hospitals, chemo and ra-
diation … he was able to be a 

carefree kid.”
Ethan, however, passed 

away two months after his 
dream.   

Still, “the memories we 
made as a family are ours for-
ever,” Rowe said. “He told me 
he wanted me to become a vol-
unteer with the Dream Con-
nection … that’s how much 
the dream meant to him.”

Last Thursday night, she 
facilitated the trip for Tyheim 
Westfield. 
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Tikia Williams of the Knoxville area shares a photo moment with 
her grandchildren. Williams was chosen the 2026 Grandmother 
of the Year by Tennessee Justice Center.

truth every day, the press re-
lease stated. Along with car-
ing for her grandchildren, she 
works as an order picker at 
Cardinal Health, “balancing 
long shifts with the demands 
of  raising young children 
again.”

When her grandchildren 
came to live with her, Williams 
immediately tried to apply for 
TennCare and Medicaid to en-
sure they and she had the sup-
port they needed. Despite her 
efforts, she was not successful 
on her own.

In the summer of  2025, 
Tennessee Justice Center ap-
plied on her behalf; and this 
time, she was approved for 
TennCare as a caretaker rela-
tive. 

“This approval was peace of  
mind for Williams,” the press 
release stated. “She has high 
blood pressure, and staying 
healthy is essential not only 
for herself  but for the grand-
children who depend on her,” 
it stated.

“My grandchildren need 
me,” Williams said. “I need 
to be here for them and make 
sure that I am healthy.” 

“Her family is close-knit, 
celebrating holidays together 
and making time for simple 
joys, like taking all the kids to 
the park,” the release stated. 
“For Tikia, the most reward-
ing part of  being a caregiver 
is knowing her grandchildren 
are safe, healthy and sur-
rounded by family.”

“I love the fact that  
we are such a close fam-

ily,” Williams said.
She added she cherishes the 

bonding time, the laughter and 
the everyday moments that 
make their home feel full.

“Tennessee Justice Center is 
privileged to honor Ms. Tikia 
Williams as a 2026 Grandmoth-
er of  the Year recipient,” the 
press release stated.

Williams
From page 1AFarragut resident Ed Jessup  

receives Seven Seals Award

n 	Staff reports 
	editor@farragutpress.com

Farragut resident Ed Jes-
sup, president/CEO of  Jessup 
& Associates Inc., recently was 
awarded the esteemed Seven 
Seals Award in recognition 
of  his outstanding support of  
employees serving in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve.

Jessup received the honor 
during a special presentation 
by retired Brig. Gen. Tommy 
Cauthen, Employer Support 
of  the Guard and Reserve state 
chair. The Seven Seals Award 
is the broadest, most inclusive 
award given by ESGR, a De-
partment of  Defense program, 
a press release stated. It recog-
nizes significant individual or 
organizational achievement, 
initiative or support promot-
ing and supporting the ESGR 
mission.

As the leader of  Jessup & 
Associates Inc., which oper-
ates as the national sales office 
for W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery 
Company, “Jessup has demon-
strated a strong commitment 
to supporting service mem-
bers within his organization,” 
the press release stated. “His 
leadership reflects a deep ap-

preciation for the sacrifices 
made by members of  the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve, as 
well as a dedication to foster-
ing a workplace that accom-
modates and values military 
service.

“This recognition also high-
lights the important role local 
employers play in supporting 
members of  the military com-
munity across Farragut and 
East Tennessee,” it added. 

“Edward Jessup’s support 
ensures that those who serve 
our country can do so know-
ing their civilian careers are 
respected and protected,” 
Cauthen said. “His commit-
ment sets a standard for other 
employers to follow.”

Photo submitted

Ed Jessup, right, Farragut resident and CEO of Jessup & Associ-
ates Inc., recently received the Seven Seals Award from retired 
Brig. Gen. Tommy Cauthen.
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presstalk  
865-671-TALK (8255)  

or editor@farragutpress.com
n  Tuesday, May 5, [was] the 

final day that voters of  Knox 
County will get to vote for a 
new sheriff. Something that 
needs to be emphasized is that 
three of  the sheriff's candi-
dates are behind putting a pre-
cinct back into the Farragut-
Turkey Creek area. One is not. 
What a lot of  people do not re-
alize is that the Farragut pre-
cinct covers not only the Town 
of  Farragut, but a lot of  unin-
corporated West Knox Coun-
ty, including Choto, Karnes, 
Hardin Valley, parts of  Cedar 
Bluff, and so on. Please take 
that into account when you are 
casting your vote.
n With the new Farragut 

Elementary School going in 
on Boring Road, Knox County 
is widening Boring Road from 
Baldwin Park down to the new 
entrance to the school on Bor-
ing Road. But surely the Town 
of  Farragut can widen Bor-
ing Road all the way down to 
Kingston Pike. We surely don't 
need to close off the access to 
Kingston Pike from Boring 
Road. The Town of  Farragut 
has plenty of  money, plenty of  
surplus money. They should 
widen Boring Road from the 
new entrance to the elemen-
tary school on Boring Road 
all the way to Kingston Pike. 
We do not need to lose the en-
trance to Kingston Pike. The 
accessibility of  the elemen-
tary school needs to be from 
both Kingston Pike and Smith 
Road. With all the buses and 
all the traffic, they'll come in 
off of  Village Commons, but 
they need to be accessed from 
Kingston Pike and from Smith 
Road. So I see the barriers up 
on Kingston Pike at Boring 
Road, but the Town of  Farra-
gut needs to pay for the widen-
ing of  Boring Road from the 
new entrance on Boring Road 
for the school all the way down 
to Kingston Pike. The elemen-
tary school needs access from 
both Smith and Boring Road. 
Surely that can be done.
n I see where the Farragut 

[Municipal] Planning Commis-
sion turned down Raymond 
James Investment, an insur-
ance company coming into 

Farragut, into a building that 
used to be an insurance agent. 
It's an insurance agent build-
ing down across the highway 
from Ingles. It used to be an in-
surance agency. And Raymond 
James wanted to come into the 
Town with an investment ad-
visory and insurance agency. 
And they were turned down. 
I think the Planning Commis-
sion has the mayor and vice 
mayor on it. And they 100 per-
cent rejected Raymond James. 
We need new leadership. It's 
time for change. It's time for 
change. We need new leader-
ship in Farragut. We don't 
need the same mayor, vice 
mayor who sit on the Planning 
Commission that stop things. 
We need to be more encourag-
ing to businesses coming into 
the Town like Raymond James, 
into a building that used to be 
an insurance agency. So what 
is going on? We need new lead-
ership, change. We have an 
election coming up, and early 
voting in July, and Aug. 6 elec-
tion. Let's have new leaders as 
mayor, etc. New leadership, 
time for change.
n Addressing “the quiet 

pond.” It would have packed 
more of  a punch if  the far-
ragutpress didn’t already give 
constant voice to those who 
disagree with Town officials. 
Every week, the same hand-
ful of  unhappy residents are 
more than represented in the 
paper, either in a story or an 
editorial, press talk or let-
ter to the editor. They are not 
disenfranchised. The problem 
really is that the paper has 
taken their side, rather than 
allowing each side to express 
their viewpoints. Within one 
months’ time, a south ward al-
derman candidate was allowed 
to discuss a meeting held by 
the incumbent two different 
times, in two different editions, 
without any pushback or fact-
checking from the paper, nor 
was the alderman’s viewpoint 
requested or expressed in any 
way. A newspaper’s job is to 
show both sides, and appear 
not to take sides. That is cer-
tainly not the case here.

KCSOpolicereports
n Man arrested in forged 

check attempt
On Tuesday, April 21, a man 

was arrested after attempting 
to cash a forged check at a lo-
cal credit union. The branch 
manager became suspicious 
of  the check and contacted the 
account holder. The account 
holder reported the check had 
been altered from its original 
amount and payee. He believed 
the check had been taken from 
a mailbox. Deputies deter-
mined the check had been tam-
pered with, and the suspect 
was taken into custody on theft 
and forgery charges. 

n Theft, forgery reported at 
post office

On Wednesday, April 23, a 
Farragut man reported a theft 
and forgery incident involving 
a mailed check at the Farra-
gut Post Office located at 11409  
Municipal Center Drive. The 
complainant said a check 
placed in an outdoor drop box 
April 10 was later altered to 
a different payee. The bank 
flagged the transaction as 
suspicious and ultimately re-
versed it, preventing any fi-
nancial loss. The case includes 
theft, forgery and attempted 
fraud charges. 

n Check altered, deposited 
in fraud case

On Wednesday, April 23, a 
Farragut woman reported a 
theft and fraud incident after 
mailing a check from at the 
Farragut Post Office located at 
11409 Municipal Center Drive. 
The complainant said she was 
notified her mortgage payment 
had not been received and later 
discovered the check had been 
altered to a different payee and 
amount. The altered check was 
reportedly deposited using a 
mobile banking app. The case 
includes theft, forgery and 
fraud charges. 

amended our sign ordinance 
to provide for clarity on where 
we consider the public right-
of-way for purposes of  sign 
placement.

“The Town utilizes a 12-foot 
setback to avoid signs on the 
right-of-way,” he said. “Keep 
all signs at least 12 feet from 
the curb or outer edge of  the 
pavement along roads without 
a curb.

“Make sure that signs do 
not block or obstruct vision at 
roadway or driveway intersec-
tions,” Shipley said. “Please 
consider the perspective of  
drivers in different size or 
height vehicles.”

He said Town properties 
or facilities include all Town 
parks, Town Hall, the com-
munity center and “other 
properties owned by the Town, 
including the easternmost  
corner at the intersection 
of  West End Boulevard and 
Kingston Pike, next to Farra-
gut Cleaners.” 

Also, “only one sign per 
candidate, issue or subject is 
permitted on private property 
with the consent of  the prop-
erty owner,” Shipley said. 
“Please remember that the 
owner of  the property is likely 
different from the tenant/les-
see in a commercial center. 

“Campaigns and candidates 
should make sure they have 

Sign
From page 1A

the permission of  the property 
owner before putting up signs 
on the property,” he added. 

On another subject, Town 
administrator Davis Smoak 
shared details about the Town, 
such as it was incorporated 
Jan. 16, 1980, and the first 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
was elected April 1, 1980.

In 1981, the Town’s popula-

tion was 6,360. In 2025, the pop-
ulation was 25,242. The Town 
encompasses 16 square miles 
with 1 square mile of  urban 
growth boundary. 

Smoak also went over the 
Board’s duties, as well as  
the mayor’s duties; Town  
services; its strategic plan and 
organizational chart. 

Jake Nichols

A sign welcomes people to vote at Faith Lutheran Church on 
Election Day, Tuesday, May 5. 
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businessbriefs

Tammy Cheek

Sisters, Jill Cornwell, left, and Jana Teague (both with scissors), cut the ribbon on their new busi-
ness, Teague Jewelry & Estate.

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of  Commerce welcomed a 
new business, Teague’s Jewel-
ry & Estate, into Farragut with 
a Chamber-sponsored ribbon 
cutting at 11130 Kingston Pike, 
the former Watch Clock & 
Jewelry store on Wednesday, 
April 15.

“I get excited every time I 
come in here, FWKCC presi-
dent/CEO Julie Blaylock said. 

Sisters, Jana Teague and 
Jill Cornwell, have combined 
their talents to open the shop, 
located next to Results Physio-
therapy.

“We grew up in the industry 
with family working in jew-
elry, antiques and the auction 
industry,” Cornwell said. In 
her adult life, she has been in 
the jewelry industry as a cer-
tified gemologist, and Teague 
also is a jeweler. 

“I’ve been to many jewelry 
stores over the years, and we 
just thought it was time for us 
to get together and have our 
own business,’ she added. 

In 2020, Teague switched 
career paths completely, and 
“Jill brought me back into 
the jewelry business,” Teague 
said. “I decided to do a bench 
jeweler. I do repairs and cus-
tom work.”

In addition to the jewelry 
aspect of  the business, the sis-
ters also offer appraisals on 
jewelry and buy and sell estate 
jewelry and other items.

Customers will find such 
merchandise as Waterford 
crystal, Spode china, clocks, 
antique lamps, artwork, pot-
tery and small finds one would 
see at an estate sale. 

“All the jewelry we sell is es-
tate,” Cornwell said. “We also 
change watch batteries and do 
adjustments on watch links 
and bracelets.

Teague’s Jewelry &  
Estate opens in Farragut

“We can help you out with 
anything you have that has 
been passed down … you in-
herited,” she said. “You may 
not know what it is, and we can 
help you determine what it is.

“We do buy everything es-
tate,” Cornwell added, noting 
they also buy and offer con-
signment services. 

“We will help you sell your 

things if  you don’t have an out-
let to sell them,” she said.

Taking that leap of  faith and 
opening a business, “for me, 
personally, I went into busi-
ness for myself  in early 2024, 
doing appraisals, which is kind 
of  a behind the scene thing, 
so being here and getting the 
store open is great,” Cornwell 
said. “I get to interact with the 

community, be more involved 
and be with my sister.”

“I was looking for something 
different, and she said, ‘Hey, do 
you want to do this with me?’ 
I can’t say no to her,” Teague 
said. “She’s my older sister.

“We’re excited to really get 
going,” she added. 

For more information, call 
the shop, 865-288-7728. 

Bakery café chain  
plans Farragut location
n 	Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

University of  Tennessee alumni, Aimee and 
Doug Watson and Aimee’s brother, Brandon 
Miramontes, under Grey Mountain Invest-
ments LLC., are opening four Paris Baguette 
locations, of  which one they are in negotiations 
with Biddle Farms at Town Center in Farragut 
as one of  those sites.

“We are excited,” Miramontes said. 
After long careers in supply chain manage-

ment, documentary-making and logistics, the 
Watsons and Miramontes were looking for a 
new business opportunity that would allow 
them to come back to Knoxville, a place they 
called home while students at UT. 

The trio said they are launching their first of  
four locations in Farragut near the end of  this 
year, with more possibly coming in Bearden/
West Hills, the UT campus and Maryville.

“We’re bringing this to the market for the first 
time, all the way around,” Aimee said. 

“Doug and I just moved back to the area,” she 
added. “We’ve been in Pennsylvania for the past 
12 years, so we’re back and really excited to do 
this in the community and with our family.” 

“Currently, there are three Paris Baguettes in 
Tennessee, but they all reside out in the Nash-
ville area,” Doug said. “We’ll be the area devel-
opers for the Knoxville market.” 

“We’ve done a lot of  market research with 
Paris’ corporate office; and looking at where 

growth is and where new businesses are go-
ing, those are a target radius within like 3 miles 
in and around those particular locations,” Ai-
mee said. “And being out in west Knoxville, we 
know how much this has grown since we were 
in school. 

“Right now we’re in lease negotiations [with 
Biddle Farms],” Doug said. “The goal is to have 
the lease wrapped up, hopefully, in the next cou-
ple of  weeks. 

“Then construction at Biddle Farms hope-
fully to begin in May, so our target goal is to 
have the first store open in November or early 
December of  this year,” he added. 

“Paris Baguette is a bakery/café, specializing 
in different types of  artisan cakes, sandwiches, 
grab-and-go-type things, ” Doug explained. “We 
want to bring the bakery atmosphere to a city 
or town. We wanted to bring the café to the Far-
ragut area as our No. 1 location.

“With the Town Center, Biddle Farms being 
built, we thought of  that as a prime location 
with that being a town center for Farragut,” he 
added. 

Aimee said the café carries a wide variety on 
its menu, anything from cakes and tarts to mac-
arons to both sweet and savory pastries. 

One can expect to find a pepperoni crois-
sant pizza and ham and cheese croissants, cof-
fees, frappes, lemonades, hot chocolate and hot  
teas. 

For more on its menu, visit  
parisbaguette.com.

Photo submitted

University of Tennessee alumni, Aimee and Doug Watson, along 
with Aimee’s brother, Brandon Miramontes (not pictured) are 
bringing four Paris Baguettes locations to the area with one 
planned in Biddle Farms at Town Center in Farragut. 

• BarberMcMurry Archi-
tects recently promoted Matt 
Jordan, AIA, LFA, LEED AP, 
WELL AP, to director of  de-
sign and partner.

Jordan joined the firm in 
2008. Since that time, he has 
been a project designer, proj-
ect architect and project man-

ager on a variety of  projects, 
particularly in higher educa-
tion and healthcare. 

He has led internal initia-
tives as an associate and se-
nior associate — including 
efforts in sustainability and 

See BRIEFS on Page 7A

BU S I N E S S  SP O T L I G H T

Patients and staff  
rolled up their sleeves 
and got to work planting 
fl owers and sprucing up 
the courtyard. With a 
little teamwork and time 
outdoors, the space has 
become brighter and more 
welcoming. It’s a place 
everyone can enjoy, fi lled 
with fresh blooms, good 
company, and a shared 
sense of  pride.

To learn more about NHC 
and their Farragut-area 
communities, contact Harriet 
Amonette at harriet.amon-
ette@nhccare.com or go to 
nhccare.com.

ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Full Time/Part Time position available.
The candidate should be comfortable speaking to business 

professionals and possess good written and verbal 
communication skills. Must be organized and self motivated. 

Sales or customer service experience preferred, 
but will train the right individual.

Send resume to
khartman@farragutpress.com

is seeking an

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37801 | 865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com
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virtual reality, as well as being 
integral in BarberMcMurry’s 
annual Day of  Service, (PARK)
ing Day and design competi-
tions. He was promoted to de-
sign manager and senior asso-
ciate in 2023.

• Apex Bank, the No. 1 com-
munity bank in Tennessee, as 
ranked by ICBA, has acquired 
the 24-story office building, 
known as Riverview Tower, at 
900 S. Gay St.  The landmark 

transaction includes the con-
nected 421-space parking ga-
rage and returns the city’s 
second-tallest building to local 
ownership for the first time in 
decades.

 “We are proud to make this 
investment because we believe 
deeply in Knoxville’s future,” 
said Dave Miller, CEO of  Apex 
Bank. “With 95 years of  his-
tory and our headquarters in 
this city, we are honored to 
own this landmark, reaffirm-
ing our commitment to the 
people and places we serve.”

Briefs
From page 6A

Photo submitted 

Turner Companies’ leadership team and employees gathered for a recent ribbon cutting of its new 
location and branding. 

n 	Staff reports 
	editor@farragutpress.com

Turner Homes in Farragut 
has announced the launch 
of  Turner Companies, a uni-
fied umbrella brand bringing 
together its affiliated busi-
nesses under a shared vision: 
providing a more flexible and  
connected path home for buy-
ers and renters in East Ten-
nessee.

“Homebuyers often face 
frustration navigating mul-
tiple, disconnected services — 
from building and financing to 
title and closing — leading to 
delays, confusion and stress,” 
a press release stated. “Indus-
try research shows prospective 
buyers report coordination be-
tween services as a major pain 
point in the purchase process. 

“Turner Companies helps 
eliminate that friction by align-
ing essential services within a 
single framework, giving cus-
tomers more flexibility in how 
they move through the home 
journey,” the release stated. 
“Turner Companies acknowl-
edges Turner Homes’ more 
than 55-year legacy in East 
Tennessee while celebrating 
the strength of  its expanded 
service portfolio.”

Under the new brand, Turn-
er Companies encompasses 
Clouds Rest Development, 
Turner Homes, Woody Creek 

Realty, Fortress Title Group, 
Home Front Mortgage and 
Fortress Capital. 

Now, Turner Companies op-
erate across East Tennessee 
with teams serving both the 
Knoxville and Chattanooga 
markets.

“As part of  this transition, 
leadership titles have been 
updated to reflect the broader 
scope of  the organization,” the 
press release stated. “While 
these leaders have long sup-
ported the full portfolio of  
Turner Companies, their titles 
now align with their respon-
sibilities across all business 
lines.”

Andrew Fraser will serve 
as chief  executive officer of  
Turner Companies. He suc-
ceeds Mike Turner, who will 
transition into an advisory 
capacity as chairman. Lisa 
Stridde will serve as chief  op-
erating officer; Amanda John-
son as chief  sales officer; and 
Jenny Brewer as chief  finan-
cial officer.

“Turner Companies exists 
to provide a seamless path 
home for buyers,” Fraser said. 
“That path may involve rent-
ing, purchasing, selling or in-
vesting in real estate. 

“By aligning our busi-
nesses under one vision and  
brand, we give buyers greater 
flexibility, clarity and conti-
nuity through every step of  

Turner Homes unveils new umbrella brand

their housing experience,” he 
added.

“Each entity within Turner 
Companies plays an essential 
role in a connected, end-to-end 
home journey:
• Clouds Rest Development: 
new community land acquisi-
tion and development;
• Turner Homes: home de-
sign, construction and war-
ranty services;
• Woody Creek Realty: real 

estate brokerage and property 
management; 
• Fortress Title Group: title 
and settlement services; 
• Home Front Mortgage: 
mortgage lending and financ-
ing solutions; and 
• Fortress Capital: capital 
management and investor re-
lations. 

Earlier this year, the com-
panies consolidated into a 
shared headquarters, where a 

joint management team works 
together to align strategy, op-
erations and customer service 
across all entities, according to 
the press release.

 “Bringing these teams to-
gether in person helps stream-
line operations and create a 
more seamless experience for 
employees, customers and 
partners,” Stridde said.

For more information, visit 
turnercompanies.com.

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com
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Michael K. 
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start week of April 26.start week of April 26.
Taking reservations for private Taking reservations for private 
tutoring for June/July/Sep ACTtutoring for June/July/Sep ACT

Celebrating 10,000 students tutored since 2004!
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11863 Kingston Pike, 
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All entires subject to approval. 
Judges decisions are final. 
No late entries accepted. 

Ballot must be in original paper 
form OR downloadable version 
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Email for ballots is 
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1.	 Accounting/Tax Service_ ______________________________________

2.	 Antique Store_ ______________________________________________

3.	 Apartment Complex_ _________________________________________

4.	 Appliance Store_ ____________________________________________

5.	 Asian Food_ ________________________________________________

6.	 Assisted Living Facility________________________________________

7.	 Auto Dealer_________________________________________________
 

8.	 Bakery_____________________________________________________

9.	 Bar-B-Que__________________________________________________

10.	Barber Shop_ _______________________________________________

11.	Beauty/Hair Salon____________________________________________

12.	Bicycle Shop________________________________________________

13.	Bistro/Wine Bar______________________________________________

14.	Boat Dealer_________________________________________________

15.	Breakfast/Brunch_____________________________________________

16.	Burger_____________________________________________________

17.	Car & Truck Repair___________________________________________

18.	Car Wash/Detail Shop_________________________________________

19.	Carpet/Flooring Store_________________________________________

20.	Caterer_ ___________________________________________________

21.	CBD/Tobacco/Vape Shop_______________________________________

22.	Cell Phone Sales/Service______________________________________

23.	Child Care Facility_ __________________________________________

24.	Chiropractor_ _______________________________________________

25.	Cocktails___________________________________________________

26.	Convenience Store___________________________________________

27.	Cosmetic/Plastic Surgery______________________________________

28.	Credit Union________________________________________________

29.	Cup Of Coffee_ ______________________________________________

30.	Customer Service____________________________________________

31.	Day Spa____________________________________________________

32.	Dentist_____________________________________________________

33.	Drug Store__________________________________________________

34.	Dry Cleaning________________________________________________

35.	Express/Urgent Care__________________________________________

36.	Eye Care Center/Optometrist ___________________________________

37.	Family Restaurant_ __________________________________________

38.	Fast Food Restaurant_________________________________________

39.	Financial Advisor____________________________________________

40.	Financial Planning Company___________________________________

41.	Fitness Center_______________________________________________

42.	Full Service Bank____________________________________________

43.	Funeral Home_______________________________________________

44.	Furniture Store______________________________________________

45.	Gifts & Collectibles___________________________________________

46.	Golf Course_________________________________________________

47.	Grocery Store_______________________________________________

48.	Handyman__________________________________________________

49.	Hardware Store______________________________________________

50.	Health Food 

51.	Hearing Center______________________________________________

52.	Heating & A/C_______________________________________________

53.	Home Cleaning Service_ ______________________________________

54.	Insurance Agency/Agent_______________________________________

55.	Jewelry Store_______________________________________________

56.	Juice Bar/Smoothie_ _________________________________________

57.	Kid’s Party Venue____________________________________________

58.	Landscaping//Lawncare _______________________________________

59.	Law Firm___________________________________________________

60.	Liquor & Wine Store__________________________________________

61.	Mail/Package Center_ ________________________________________

62.	Marina_____________________________________________________

63.	Martial Arts School___________________________________________

64.	Medical Facility_ ____________________________________________

65.	Memory Care Facility_________________________________________

66.	Mexican Food_______________________________________________

67.	Milk Shake/Ice Cream_________________________________________

68.	Mini Golf___________________________________________________

69.	Mortgage Lender_ ___________________________________________

70.	Mortgage Lending Company____________________________________

71.	Music School/Store___________________________________________

72.	Nail Salon__________________________________________________

73.	Oil Change_ ________________________________________________

74.	Orthodontist_ _______________________________________________

75.	Paint & Body Shop___________________________________________

76.	Paint/Wall Covering Store_ ____________________________________

77.	Pediatrician_________________________________________________

78.	Pest Control Service__________________________________________

79.	Pet Grooming_______________________________________________

80.	Pet Shop___________________________________________________

81.	Photographer_ ______________________________________________

82.	Physical Therapy Clinic_ ______________________________________

83.	Physician___________________________________________________

84.	Pizza______________________________________________________

85.	Place Of Worship_ ___________________________________________

86.	Plumbing Service____________________________________________

87.	Real Estate Agency___________________________________________

88.	Real Estate Agent _ __________________________________________

89.	Seafood____________________________________________________

90.	Security Service_____________________________________________

91.	Senior Lifestyle Facility_______________________________________

92.	Steak______________________________________________________

93.	Storage Facility______________________________________________

94.	Tanning Salon_______________________________________________

95.	Tire Dealer_ ________________________________________________

96.	Veterinarian_ _______________________________________________

97.	Watch/Clock Repair_ _________________________________________

98.	Weight Loss Center___________________________________________

99.	Wings_ ____________________________________________________

100.	Yoga Studio_________________________________________________

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address  (REQUIRED)_ _________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ Zip_______________

Phone___________________________________  Email_____________________________________________

Winners must be located within the farragutpress readership area: 
Dixie Lee Junction to Pellissippi Parkway and Snyder Road to Northshore. 

Winners will be announced in the June 24th edition of farragutpress.

Write in your vote for the BEST...

All entries must be 
signed AND have votes 

in 25 different categories 
to be counted.

1 entry per person/
email address 

MAKE THE  
VOTE COUNT!  

Be sure to vote for your  
favorite local businesses.

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut
865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com

VOTED BEST WINE SELECTION 
SINCE 2016!

607 N. Campbell Station Road, 
Farragut  • 865-392-1586

www.WaterintoWineKnoxville.com
w2wKnoxville@gmail.com

122 Cavette Hill Lane
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-777-9000
www.nhcfarragut.com

11320 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN
(865) 777-3793 | www.rickterryjewelry.com

We want to 
be Your Jeweler
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Photo by Carlos Reveiz/crfoto.com

Farragut’s William Morris (23) fights for possession against a Lenoir City player during their playoff 
matchup on Monday, May 4, at Farragut High School.

Admirals outlast Panthers; 
Hawks’ season ends

n	Ken Lay 	  
	Correspondent

 The opening round of  the District 4-AAA boys 
soccer tournament produced mixed results for 
area teams Monday night, May 4.

Third-seeded Farragut had to work a little over-
time to eliminate No. 6 seed Lenoir City at home 
while No. 5 seed Hardin Valley Academy dropped 
a 2-1 decision at Maryville, bringing its season to 
an end.

The Admirals (13-1-2) had to overcome an early 
deficit to earn a 3-2 victory over, the Panthers in a 
match that went to overtime an ended on a goal by 
Will Morris, who found the back of  the net with 2 
minutes, 48 seconds remaining in the first half  of  
20-minute overtime, and FHS held on to win.

The game-winner was assisted by Caleb Gaha-

gan, who also had a goal in the match.
Farragut coach Bradley Culbreth was a bit sur-

prised with the competitiveness of  the match.
“Playoffs are playoffs,” he said. “I thought we 

had the run of  play early. We just didn’t finish the 
ball.

“We were down, 1-0, just had a defensive mistake 
where we didn’t communicate.”

All the goals in regulation were scored in the 
first half  as Morris had the second marker of  the 
first half  for the Admirals. But Lenoir City would 
score the equalizer before the break, making the 
score, 2-2.

Culbreth credited Lenoir City for finishing on its 
scoring opportunities.

“They finished the chances they had,” he said. 

See OUTLAST on Page 3B

Jake Nichols

Farragut batter Aidan Flagg (8) hits a line drive against 
McMinn County. 

Ads blast McMinn County, stave off elimination
n 	Jake Nichols 

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

After falling to Oak Ridge, 10-5, 
last weekend, the Farragut base-
ball team slid into an elimination 
matchup against McMinn County.

But, with their backs against 
the wall, the Admirals came out 
swinging on Monday, May 4. 

Fueled by home runs from Tra-
vis Brummitt Jr., Mason Shel-
ton and Caleb Van Lant, the  
Ads breezed past McMinn Coun-
ty 11-0 in five innings to reach  
the District 4-4A Tournament 

championship series. 
In the process, FHS qualified for 

the region tournament and kept 
its hopes alive for a fifth straight 
Class 4A state title.

“Our guys are always confident 
in themselves, and they do things 
right to handle their business,” 
Farragut coach Garrett Copeland 
said. “They knew what was on the 
line, and they know our expecta-
tions and standards. They wanted 
to continue working to achieve our 
goal.”

FHS faced Oak Ridge in that dis-
trict series Tuesday, May 5, though 

results were not available at press 
time. 

As for Monday’s result, Brum-
mitt started off the bottom of  the 
first with a three-run homer to put 
the Ads on the board.

Two batters later, Shelton went 
yard for a 5-0 lead while Van Lant 
knocked a long ball to left in the 
bottom of  the fourth. That put the 
Admirals at their final margin as 
the team went 12-for-23 at the plate 
while burning through four Mc-
Minn County pitchers.

Selfless  
Admirals  

return  
to state  

semifinals

Late  
collapse 

costs  
Farragut

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Ben Sachs doesn’t have 
to look far to find an ex-
ample of  teamwork.

His Farragut men’s 
lacrosse players might 
as well comprise Exhibit 
A, as most of  them have 
developed chemistry on 
the field since their mid-
dle school days.

Now, that effect is 
showing on the field. Af-
ter claiming their second 
consecutive region title, 
the Ads beat Cookeville, 
17-4, last Friday, May 
1, to book their second-
straight appearance in 
the TSSAA Class AA 
state semifinals.

“It’s fun,” Sachs said 
with a grin. “Absolutely 
excited for these guys. 
Second year in a row, 
and these boys deserve 
it. They have worked 
hard and we have talked 
about this since October. 
Everything they have 
done has led to these fi-
nal games, so we’re ex-
cited to be here.”

In the semifinal round, 
the Ads will take on de-
fending state champion 
Nolensville — the same 
team that ended Farra-
gut’s season in a 15-9 re-
sult a year ago.

This time, FHS will be 
looking for a different 
result when it travels to 

n	Ken Lay 			 
	Correspondent

Farragut High School 
softball coach Nick Green 
couldn’t disguise his frus-
tration after his team was 
bounced in to the loser’s 
bracket of  the District 
4-4A Tournament Friday 
night, May 1.

“It wasn’t anything we 
did or didn’t do,” Green 
said after the Lady Ad-
mirals squandered a big 
lead en route to falling 
to Rhea County, 8-7,  in 
eight innings at Bearden 
High School’s Kim Ha-
zelwood Field. “Give 
credit to them, they were 
hitting the ball, but we 
had some plays that we 
didn’t make and if  we 
make any one of  those 
place, we win the game.”

“It was just a col-
lapse.”

Top-seeded Farragut 
(29-7) darted out to a fast 
start against the second-
seeded Lady Eagles.

After pitcher Hallie 
Grace Johnson struck 
out the side in the top 
of  the first inning, the 
Lady Admirals scored 
two runs in the bottom 
of  the frame as Camryn 
Shrader and Taylor Al-
bright both came home 
on wild pitches. Farra-
gut, however, stranded 
two runners on base.

Farragut would ex-

Jake Nichols

Bearden’s Leighton Corum (87) and Farragut’s Bella 
Bruton (29) react after Corum’s interception clinched 
a 13-7 BHS victory

Bearden edges Farragut  
to end historic campaign
n 	Jake Nichols 

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

In the first TSSAA-
sanctioned year of  girls 
flag football, Farragut 
had a season to remem-
ber. 

The Lady Admirals 
ended the regular sea-
son on a four-game win 
streak, defeated Powell 
14-0 for the program’s 
first playoff win last 
weekend and, after lead-
ing Bearden 7-6 for most 
of  the second half, ap-

peared poised to advance 
even further on Monday, 
May 8, in the District 
1-AA semifinals at Clin-
ton’s Dragon Stadium.

But in a stunning two-
minute sequence, the 
Lady Bulldogs bit back.

On 4th-and-12 with 1:49 
to go, BHS quarterback 
Nicole Smith-Harris 
heaved a pass to go-to 
receiver Emma Rainey. 
Bearden’s three-sport 
star came down with 

Lady Admirals show  
‘fight’ in final outing
n 	Jake Nichols 

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Savannah Thomas has 
been the head coach of  
the Farragut girls la-
crosse team for just one 
season.

But if  the 2026 cam-
paign was any indica-
tion, Thomas has plenty 
to look forward to as the 
leader of  the Lady Admi-
rals.

FHS lost to Cookeville 
14-13 in the girls Class 

AA state quarterfinals 
last Thursday, April 30, 
to cap Thomas’ first sea-
son at the helm.

Senior Jane Davanzo 
led the Lady Ads with 
five goals in her final 
outing for Farragut 
while fellow senior Siril-
la Cretton-Gilbert tallied 
four. Sophomore Addy 
Chambers found the net 
twice, and Cam Beeler 
and Samantha Casos 

See FARRAGUT on Page 3BSee ADMIRALS on Page 3B

See EDGES on Page 3BSee LADY on Page 3B

See BLAST on Page 3B
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Jake Nichols

The Farragut boys tennis team defeated Campbell County last Thursday, April 30, to claim its 
second region title in the last three years. With a win over Science Hill this week, the Ads would 
advance to the state tournament as a team for the first time ever. 

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Farragut didn’t need anoth-
er win last Thursday, April 30. 

Grayer Dunagan provided it 
anyway, putting the icing on 
the already-baked cake of  the 
Admirals’ Region 2-AA title — 
their second in the last three 
years — at McFee Park.

After Leyton Lu defeated 
Campbell County’s Malachi 
Miesel in wins of  6-1 and 6-0 to 
cement a 4-0 match victory for 
FHS, Dunagan stormed back 
from a 6-0 deficit to beat the 
Cougars’ Will Croley in two 
tiebreakers for an unofficial 
5-0 mark on the day.

With the win, the Ads ad-
vance to this week’s sectional 
round against Science Hill as 
they look for their first ever 
team-wide state tournament 
berth. 

“I knew we already won, 
so I started swinging free be-
cause it didn’t matter if  I won 
or lost at that point,” Dunagan 

said. “Leyton gave me some re-
ally good advice, so I took that 
and used it. I wanted to start 
swinging loose because I felt 
like I was playing really tight 
the whole match, so I stopped 
serving so big and tried to be 
more consistent.”

His approach flipped the 
match on its head, providing 
the final flourish to a day full 
of  Admiral success.

“They came out strong and 
ready to win,” Farragut ten-
nis coach Joan Swanson said 
of  her team. “They were here 
before Jim and I were, and we 
were here an hour early. They 
were ready to compete.”

Lu and Dunagan showed 
that in one doubles match, 
defeating Croley and Davide 
Marcosano 8-0. FHS notched 
its other doubles win through 
Skyler Meade and Lukas Bu-
kovsky, who took down the 
Campbell County combo of  
Miesel and Hunter Dotson by 
an 8-4 margin.

From there,  players moved 

on to singles while Admirals 
Kori Faulkner and Albert Lui 
wrapped up an 8-0 win of  their 
own.

Faulkner bested Campbell 
County’s Jack Stootsbury, 6-0 
and 6-1 in singles, while Lui 
took down Braxton Fot, 6-0 in 
each set.

That left FHS needing just 
one more win to clinch the 
match, and Lu came through 
with a flummoxing floater for 
the final point.

“It was a pretty funny point 
to win, honestly, because I  
hit a really bad lob and the  
guy whiffed it into the net,” Lu 
said with a chuckle. “It was nice 
to win it for the team. I felt like 
we were playing pretty well.”

The Ads will look to con-
tinue that this week, as they 
welcome the Hilltoppers on 
Friday, May 8, for a Class AA 
sectional matchup.

The teams have met once be-
fore this season, as SHHS beat 
an undermanned Farragut 
team in Johnson City.

Ads claim region title, one win from state

Signings highlight next 
steps for area athletes

n 	Dan Harralson  
	Correspondent

 Pellissippi State (28-28) is in 
its second baseball season in 
2026. The Panthers hosted Dy-
ersburg State for three games 
in the TCCAA Playoff Series at 
Ridley-Helton Baseball Field.

The series opened with a 
doubleheader on Thursday, 
April 30. Dyersburg State won 
the series opener, 1-0. Bennett 
Stutts pitched a nine-inning 
complete game for the Eagles. 
He totaled nine strikeouts 
and 126 pitches, including 90 
strikes, against 35 batters.

Pellissippi State had six hits 
in Game 1, including two hits 
from Hardin Valley alum Ca-
den Channell. 

 Cooper Jones started for the 

Panthers and pitched 7.1 in-
nings in the series opener. He 
recorded nine strikeouts and 
124 pitches (89 strikes) while 
allowing one home run to Jor-
dan Williamson.

 The Panthers tied the best-
of-three series with an 11-4 vic-
tory in Game 2.

 Nathan Reed started for 
Pellissippi State and pitched 
6.1 innings. He had six strike-
outs and earned a win. Reed 
totaled 103 pitches, including 
57 strikes against 27 batters. 
Cade McKay pitched 2.2 in-
nings in relief  and had three 
strikeouts.

Channell went 4-for-5 in 
Game 2 for Pellissippi State. 
He hit one double and totaled 
five bases. First baseman 
Trace Simmons hit one home 

run for the Panthers.
A series finale was contested 

Friday, May 1, with Dyersburg 
State winning, 8-3.

Pellissippi State totaled eight 
hits in Game 3, including three 
from shortstop Caden Black 
of  Oak Ridge High School. He 
went 3-for-3 and recorded one 
home run, one triple, eight sto-
len bases, two RBIs, one run 
and two walks.

 “Honestly, I think it’s all 
still a work in progress,” head 
coach Shawn Hughes said  
of  Pellissippi State’s base-
ball program. “I really think 
we underachieved, but we  
had several injuries. We’ve 
done some good things and  
we have some good players 
coming in.”

Panthers’ season ends,  
foundation continues to build

Jake Nichols

These Farragut High School athletes signed on Wednesday, April 
15, to continue their careers in college. From left to right: Lincoln 
Unger (Maryville College, soccer), Adrian D’Aloisio (Bethany Col-
lege, soccer), Zain Kureshi-Smith (Johnson University, baseball), 
Megan Voss (UT Chattanooga, dance), and Courtney and Christie 
George (University of the Cumberlands, track).

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Bradley Culbreth arrived at 
McFee Park in Farragut one 
sweltering summer morning 
in July 2022.

He couldn’t believe his eyes. 
On the field in front of  Cul-
breth stood Adrian D’Aloisio, 
then a rising freshman at Far-
ragut High School, working on 
drills for more than 40 minutes 
with no one else around — or 
so he thought.

“I applauded him for the 
work ethic,” Culbreth said al-
most four years later, “because 
when you see him working like 
that when nobody’s watching, 
it was impressive to see.”

The story of  D’Aloisio’s 
hard work was one of  several 
told Wednesday, April 15, as he 
and several other area athletes 
signed their Letters of  Intent 
to continue at the college level.

At Farragut High School, 
specifically, six Admirals 
penned their next chapters.

D’Aloisio will be furthering 
his career at Bethany College 
in Bethany, West Virginia. 
Lincoln Unger, his Farragut 
soccer teammate, will be writ-
ing his next chapter with the 
Maryville College soccer pro-
gram while Farragut baseball 
standout Zain Kureshi-Smith 
will take the diamond at John-
son University next spring. 
Dancer Megan Voss will con-
tinue her career on the side-
lines of  Finley Stadium at UT 
Chattanooga, and FHS track 
standouts Courtney and Chris-
tie George will run on to the 
University of  the Cumberlands 
in Williamsburg, Kentucky.

The same day, Hardin Val-
ley Academy saw 15 signees 
across four different sports: 
Brody Lamb to Wingate Uni-
versity in football; Carys Price 
to Lincoln Memorial in girls 
soccer; in boys soccer, Dane 
Hammer and Asher Stimson 
to Maryville College and Ali 
Tarchane to Lincoln Memo-
rial; in baseball, Tyler So-
wards, Wyatt Fellers and Cam-
eron Dillon to Pellissippi State, 
Jack Pate to Maryville and 

Kenny Lane to Chattanooga 
State; and, in cross country 
and track, Cooper McKaig, 
Will Allen and Zathan Socha 
to Pellissippi State with Ava 
Berkheimer to East Tennessee 
State.

At Knox Catholic, Jack Tuck-
er and Josef  Leonard signed 
with East Tennessee State and 
Maryville College, respective-
ly, for men’s soccer while Eden 
Perkinson signed with Mon-
treat College for women’s soc-
cer. Payton Sipos signed with 
Carson-Newman for women’s 
track & field; Chloe Truss 
signed with Memphis for the 
same sport; and Anton Ham-
ilton and Domenico D’Avella 
signed with the University of  
the Cumberlands and Mount 
Saint Mary’s for football and 
men’s lacrosse, respectively. 
Parker Dimmitt will play golf  
for Maryville College, and 
Colton Gardner will swim at 
Johnson University.

Bearden boys basketball saw 
a couple of  Bulldogs ink their 
next steps on Tuesday, April 
21: Sean Capshaw to Johnson 
University and Carson Asbaty 
to Carson-Newman University.

At Webb School of  Knox-
ville, seven Spartan seniors 
signed their next chapters on 
Wednesday, April 22: Han-
nah Beth Bibee (Vanderbilt, 
dance), Bennett Carnathan 
(East Tennessee State, weight-
lifting), Emerson Clarke (Troy, 
women’s soccer), Marvin 
Hicks (Cornell, football), Bax-
ter Johnson (United States 
Military Academy, men’s la-
crosse), Jack Quigley (Bellar-
mine, men’s wrestling) and 
Andrew Sandberg (Berry Col-
lege, men’s golf).

Christian Academy of  Knox-
ville saw several signees on 
Monday, April 27: Foster Cole-
man, (Bryan College, basket-
ball), Owen Fulford (Western 
Carolina, track and field), 
Jacob Haig (University of  
Bridgeport, lacrosse), Hannah 
Hankins (Lincoln Memorial, 
soccer) and Annie Leadbetter 
(Belhaven University, volley-
ball).
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“They capitalized when they 
had to.”

The sides slugged through a 
scoreless second half, but the 
Admirals missed on some scor-
ing chances.

“In the second half, we 
moved the ball well but didn’t 
create many chances, but we 
had chances,” Cubreth said.

Meanwhile at Maryville, a 

tumultuous 2026 campaign 
came to an end for the Hawks 
with a 2-1 loss to the Rebels. 

HVA, the defending Class 
AAA state champion, finished 
the season with a 6-7-2 record 
while Maryville moves on to 
play top-seeded Bearden today 
(Wednesday).

“This is a real humbling ex-
perience,” HVA coach Ray Do-
ver said. “You go from winning 
the state championship to be-
ing bounced in the first round 

of  the district.
“But that’s the beautiful 

thing about coaching. You’re 
always learning something.”

Hardin Valley got its lone 
goal of  the match from 2025 
state tournament most valu-
able player Asher Stimson.

The Hawks suffered a key 
injury early in the match after 
starting goalkeeper Harrison 
O’Dell left the game.

He gave way to backup net-
minder Andrew Warner.

the mid-state for this clash.
And if  they want to find it, 

the Ads need to take some 
notes from a semifinal stomp-
ing against the Cavaliers.

That night, FHS jumped out 
to a 10-2 halftime lead with an 
electric offensive performance. 

Finn Sachs scored seven of  
the team’s 17 total goals, mis-
firing on a mere three of  his 10 
shots on goal.

“The biggest thing is being 

able to move the goalie out of  
the way,” Sachs said of  the 
sophomore attacker. “Finn 
can pick and choose where 
he wants to put that ball and  
gets it in the back of  the net. 
And he has talent around  
him that does the same thing. 
So no matter who’s got it, 
they’re able to choose where to 
put the ball in the net, and they 
do it.”

Matthew Kitchiner added 
three more scores while Brock 
Lockhart, Brody Gruver and 
Dan Lanning added two apiece 

for a Farragut team that tal-
lied nine assists as a team.

Also, Bennett Elton won 15 
of  the team’s 22 face-offs, giv-
ing the Admirals an early ad-
vantage, and Ian Fanta kept 
the Cavs at bay with five saves 
in goal.

“Right in the first quarter, 
he got a one-on-one stop to 
shut down their momentum,” 
Sachs said of  Fanta. “That set 
the tone for us, and we had 
some really good aggressive-
ness after that, too.”

the game-winning grab in the 
corner of  the end zone, then 
MC LeMarbre followed with 
a leaping conversion grab to 
make the score 13-7. Moments 
later, with Farragut looking 
to respond, Bearden freshman 
Leighton Corum intercepted 
FHS quarterback Aydan Skel-
ton to put the game on ice.

The result left Farragut 
mourning a sudden end to  
a remarkable campaign while 
Bearden celebrated a district 
championship berth that, 
based on the current for-
mat, puts them one win from  
the state tournament in  
Murfreesboro.

“When I was running, I saw 
it was a little short, so I’m like, 
‘Oh crap, I have to go get that,’” 
Rainey said of  her catch. “I 
just did everything I could — a 
lot of  pride. I really didn’t want 
to lose this game, wanting to 
win for the team and coaches 
and everyone watching.”

“That’s our third win by that 
same score, and it’s so cool 
to see them turn on the jets 
and run away from people,” 
Bearden coach Zach Scott add-
ed. “But when other teams are 
playing better than us for pe-
riods, they don’t flinch. There 
were some long faces in that 
third quarter, but they just 
kept grinding.”

The Lady Bulldogs hit pay 
dirt on their first possession, 
as Smith-Harris laced a pass 
to Amileigh Crippen for a 6-0 
lead with 6:17 left in the first 
quarter.

A conversion stop by Emma 
Pearl Riffer prevented the 
seventh point, though. And 
thanks to a staunch FHS de-
fense, the Lady Bulldogs would 
not score again until their final 
possession.

On its second possession of  
the evening, the Lady Ads’ of-
fense answered the bell. 

Skelton avoided the rush 
and found Frida Lizarraga 
for a first down, then Moya 
Sakhleh and Bella Bruton 
combined for a hook-and-lad-
der that Bruton turned into a 
touchdown. Sakhleh snagged 
the conversion pass from Skel-
ton for a 7-6 lead, as FHS took 
the advantage into halftime.

The teams traded punts 
through the third quarter and 
into the fourth, as Farragut’s 
defense continued to keep the 
Lady Admirals in the game.

“I was really impressed 
with how they reacted today,” 
FHS coach G.W. Curtin said. 
“When we got a penalty we’ve 
never seen before, instead of  
complaining about it, we just 
buckled up and stopped them. 
So many times, this could have 
gotten out of  hand. It could 
have been 27-7, but our defense 
kept us in it.”

But when Bearden took over 
with 2:41 left, the Lady Bull-
dogs had a different ending in 
mind.

Smith-Harris hit LeMarbre 
three times in four plays along 
the Bearden sideline, forcing 
a Farragut timeout with 1:41 
left.

The Lady Admirals stopped 
three straight BHS attempts 
with defensive backs doubling 
Rainey. But on the fourth one, 
Scott whipped out a pen and 
scratched out a different for-
mula that ended with her cra-
dling the ball in the end zone. 

Curtin pinned the loss on 
the Farragut coaching staff, 
noting that the offense could 
not seem to find its footing 
Monday. 

“As a coaching staff, we can 
put that one on us and say that 
we have to prepare our offense 
to score at least twice a game,” 
Curtin said. “And that lets our 
defense have a shot to help us 
win it.”

He said they have a flag foot-
ball clinic set for Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 3-4, for 
anyone who wants to give the 
sport a shot.

That clinic, combined with 
this season’s progress, left him 
feeling buoyant about the fu-
ture, even with a stinging re-
sult in the season finale.

“Nobody really asked for 
this team,” he said. “This was 
handed to us from the TSSAA, 
and the first coach they had 
quit before the first game in 
2024. So it’s like an island of  
misfit toys. We didn’t take it 
too seriously the first year, 
having two practices a week. 
Now what we’ve built, it’s a  
serious varsity program and 
the school has adopted this 
team.” 

tend its advantage to 5-0 in the 
bottom of  the second frame. 
That rally started with one out 
when Logan Jameson tripled 
and Shrader followed that 
with a two-run homer, making 
the score, 4-0.  Johnson also 
had an RBI single.

After the Lady Eagles (20-4) 
scored in the top of  the third 
on an RBI double by Reese 
Brown and a scoring single 
by Ella Wilkey, Farragut re-
sponded in the bottom of  the 
inning on a solo home run 

by Jade Buckner, making the 
score 6-2

Then things unraveled for 
the Lady Admirals as Rhea 
County scored three runs in 
the fifth and two more in the 
sixth to take a 7-6 lead.

Farragut scored the tying 
run when Rhea County com-
mitted an error, but Rhea 
County got the eventual win-
ning run in the top of  the 
eighth on an RBI single by Bri-
ley Byrge.

The Lady Ads opened tour-
nament play with a 9-0 win 
over Hardin Valley Academy 
on Thursday.

scored once each. 
“It was tight the whole game,” 

Thomas said. “I think the far-
thest they were ahead was by 
four points. But we continued 
to bring it back. We just couldn’t 
get ahead of  them. It was a very 
physical game and our girls 
were able to get through it and 
fight through it.”

In the net, Ava Jones racked 
up six saves against the Lady 
Cavaliers.

She and the rest of  the 
Lady Ads showed the kind 

of  resolve that left Thomas  
feeling proud, even as the  
season ends at a mark of  6-7 
overall.

“The thing I loved the most 
about this group was watch-
ing their growth from the be-
ginning to end,” Thomas said. 
“We lost our first three games 
and they struggled to play a 
full game at the beginning of  
the season. In the quarterfi-
nals game, we only subbed 
one player. Every other player 
fought and played until the 
very end for the entire game. 
It was incredible to watch the 
determination.”

“I’ll miss the leadership that 
was provided on the field as 
well,” she added. “Our four 
captains were wonderful. They 
continued to build the team up 
throughout the season. This 
group of  girls truly helped cre-
ate an atmosphere that was 
like a family.”

Davanzo ended her senior 
year with 41 goals and 18 as-
sists, averaging 3.2 scores per 
game with 59 points in total. 

Chambers netted 26 goals 
with 11 assists on the year 
while Cretton-Gilbert hit 24 
goals as a senior.

Edges
From page 1B

Farragut
From page 1B

Lady
From page 1B

Admirals
From page 1B

Shelton, Creasman and 
Aidan Flagg registered two 
hits apiece, and Brummitt and 
Creasman tallied three RBIs, 
each with two apiece from Van 
Lant and Shelton.

“I think we’re doing a good 
job,” Copeland said. “We’ve 
had some good approaches 
for the last couple weeks even 
when things haven’t gone our 
way. We’ve stayed hard in the 
middle of  the field, and I think 
that has definitely helped.”

Brummitt put forth a simi-

lar result on the mound, giv-
ing up just two hits with three 
walks and four strikeouts in 
four innings of  work.

He left the game ahead of  
the fifth inning, at which point 
Brody Watkins struck out two 
with a walk in one inning of  
work.

Blast
From page 1B

Outlast
From page 1B
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Close to 600 people turned out for Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Com-
merce’s 2026 Business Expo, which took place in The Venue at Lenoir City 
on Wednesday, April 22.

The event featured 82 booths, of  which eight provided food samples.
“It was a great event,” FWKCC president/CEO Julie Blaylock said. “Based 

on the feedback, people loved The Venue, they felt it was an upscale event, 
easy to move, professionally done.”

She added people also loved the networking taking place and opportuni-
ties to show off their businesses.

For the Chamber’s request for comments in a survey, the following re-
sponded:

“Throughout my career, I’ve always been a part of  my local Chamber,” 
said Kathy Pederson with Copper Cellar. “This event has helped me to feel 
more a part of  this thriving Chamber. Really well-organized, a variety of  
vendors, engaged (and engaging) Chamber staff and having both attendees 
and vendors seeking us out to taste our food is always a plus!”

“NerdsToGo will definitely be a 2027 vendor, having our business promoted 
before the event and having speaking time at the Expo definitely increased 
our traffic at the booth,” said Susan Dally, NerdstoGo West Knoxville. “We 
have quite a few leads for new business opportunities.”

“We’ve always enjoyed this event and do find it valuable to be a part of  it 
every year,” said Carrie Koeller with Main Event.

“We truly enjoy meeting local business owners in person, having the op-
portunity to learn about their services as well as introducing our services to 
all of  them,” said Dee Pazienza, Rio Grande Fence Co. of  Tennessee. “Great 
networking event that we intend on continuing to be a part of  in the future.”

“Wonderful communications and drop-ins to my booth,” said Ryan Self  
with Lancer Catering/Zoo Knoxville.” 

“We met a lot of  local business owners and employees who have business-
like mindset along with the desire to help others,” said Dr. Bobbie McCue 
with Hearing Life. “There were areas we learned where others can help us 
and where we can help them as well. Great connecting with those in our 
community!”

2026 Business Expo
Farragut West Knox Chamber of Commerce

Tennessee State Bank’s Chloe Dunlap, left, 
and Megan McReynolds

From left: Jay Smith, Tenae Shipley, Riley George, Jeremy Loftis, 
Kaylee Braden and Clay Scruggs, all of First Century Bank

Amber Spahn and Jeff Selk checked in by Anthony Stay (left) 
and Douglas Buchanan

Alofa Porter and Steve Heydel of Corporate Quarters

From left, Donna Spangler, Hallie Reid and Ron Oestreich with Town of Farragut

Photos by Tammy Cheek

Melissa Maciejewski, left, and Sharon Nicole 
with Southeast Bank

Crystal Wicker, CertaPro Painters
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Ready to elevate 
your visibility?
Amplify your reach—pair your print ad with a 
targeted Facebook campaign and get in front of 
thousands of engaged, local decision-makers!

Call Kathy at 865-218-8878 
for more information.

Knox Catholic announces 2026 Sedes Sapientiae winners
n	Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Knox Catholic High School 
has announced Will Howell 
and Miriam Campfield as its 
Sedes Sapientiae Award win-
ners for 2026.

Similar to the valedictorian 
and salutatorian designations, 
the Sedes Sapientiae (Latin for 
“Seat of  Wisdom”) Award is 
the highest honor bestowed at 
KCHS. Chosen by the faculty, 
it recognized the students who 

exemplify superior scholar-
ship, ser-
vice and 
C h r i s t i a n 
leadership.

“I think 
high school 
has been 
a w e s o m e 
because I 
have begun 
to learn 
who I am,” 
said How-
ell, son of  Dean and Elizabeth 

Howell. “I have been able to 
find the things that I want to 
do and to be a part of  and the 
things that I do not want to be 
a part of.

“Most importantly, I have 
learned to hear the voice of  
God in my life, and I under-
stand that He is leading me, 
and I trust Him enough to fol-
low Him,” the senior said.

Howell plans to attend Fran-
ciscan University of  Steuben-
ville to study mechanical engi-
neering. 

“I hope to have a career in 
engineering 
but maybe 
to open a 
b o o k s t o r e 
later on 
in life,” he 
said.

At KCHS, 
Howell is 
involved in 
men’s ten-
nis and 
KCHS mock 
trial. Additionally, he is cap-

tain of  the tennis team and a 
co-president of  mock trial.

Along with Sedes Sapientiae 
Award, Howell has been named 
Outstanding Sports Nutrition 
Student and Outstanding Ad-
vanced Placement U.S. History 
Student. He completed Ten-
nessee American Legion Boys 
State; is a member of  Mu Al-
pha Theta, the Spanish Honor 
Society; and is vice president 
of  The Pacelli Chapter of  the Howell Campfield

See KCHS on Page 6B

Tammy Cheek

Tate School fifth-graders, from left, Iris Hicks, Esme Dieter, Coo-
per Thoms (behind Alex Hill) and Alex Hill, got hands-on with 
history on its campus, 9215 Bob Gray Road Friday, April 9, while 
trying on paratroopers’ gear with help from The Five Oh First 
Group’s Greg Mane, left, and Capt. Jeff Swanson.

n	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Tate School fifth-graders got 
hands-on with history on its 
campus, 9215 Bob Gray Road 
Friday, April 9, when they 
dove into the history of  World 
War II, which they have been 
studying.

Capt. Jeff Swanson, com-
manding officer with Five Oh 
First Group and his team of  
WWII re-enactors got students 
involved in aspects of  the war.

Students were able to try 

on all the paratroopers’ gear, 
touch equipment WWII sol-
diers touched and ask ques-
tions about the war. They also 
tried on helmets, and touched 
weaponry from that period, 
such as rifles, demolition box-
es, non-live ammunition, am-
munition belts, walkie talkies 
and operational field phones.

Upon looking at the walkie 
talkies, students’ eyes widened 
when Swanson told students, 
“That was the cell phones of  

Tate School fifth-graders 
go hands-on with history

Farragut principal inducted 
into UT Hall of Honor

n	Staff Reports 
	editor@farragutpress.com

Farragut Intermediate 
School executive principal Su-
zanne Parham recently was 
inducted into the prestigious 
Hall of  Honor at the Univer-
sity of  Tennessee, Knoxville, 
recognizing her exceptional 
leadership, lasting impact on 
education and distinguished 
professional achievements.

“I felt incredibly honored 
and, honestly, very grateful,” 
she said about learning of   
the award. “My first thought 
was about the people who 
have been part of  this journey  

with me.
“No recognition like this 

happens in isolation,” Parham 
said. “It reflects the collective 
work of  the teachers, staff, stu-
dents and families I’ve had the 
privilege to serve alongside. It 
was a really meaningful mo-
ment.

“The University of  Tennes-
see has played an important 
role in my journey, and I am 
honored to be included among 
such an outstanding group of  
individuals,” she added.

“Her induction into the Hall 
of  Honor reflects not only 

See PARHAM on Page 6B

See TATE on Page 7B

Lions Club visits trees 
to honor members

Jake Nichols

Above: Several members of the Farragut Lions Club visited the 
Farragut Community Center last Tuesday, April 28, to see the 
trees planted in honor of the club and in memory of three de-
ceased members. Below: This plaque sits near the base of a 
redbud tree planted in front of the Farragut Community Center 
on Jamestowne Blvd. The plaque is meant to honor the impact of 
the Farragut Lions Club, which has existed for almost 53 years.

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Among the pine straw and 
soil that rests among the trees 
near the Farragut Community 
Center, there is a small plaque 
near a tall redbud tree.

On that plaque, there is the 
Town of  Farragut logo, a Far-
ragut Lions Club logo and two 
words in big, bold letters: “WE 
SERVE.”

The plaque and the tree it 
stands beside pay homage to 
the club’s commitment, as the 
Lions have been giving back 
since their inception as the 
Concord Lions in 1973.

Tuesday, April 28, several 
Lions visited that tree and 
three others planted nearby 
in memory of  three deceased 
members: Jim Slyman, Ray 
Lipps and Charles Myers.

Those late members were 
recognized with their names 
listed on the plaques beside the 
trees planted in their honor.

Current Lions president Ty-
ler Hunsaker welcomed peo-
ple to the event, as members 
snacked on pizza before walk-
ing around to each of  the four 
trees.

Later, incoming president 
Tom Nitz noted the impact of  
these trees and their reflection 
of  the club’s deep roots in the 

Farragut community. 
“The club has always been 

a part of  this community, and 
being able to serve this com-
munity and represent our 
former members by planting 
trees in partnership with the 
Town of  Farragut is a great 
way to show our efforts and 
participation,” Nitz said. “We 
started off with four trees 
about two years ago, but they 
were just little saplings that 

got mowed over or just didn’t 
make it. 

“Talking with the Town, 
they replaced those with some 
bigger, nicer trees that will 
definitely make it. I was going 
to suggest, even from our club, 
that we plant the redbuds be-
cause they would look pretty 
in the spring around the com-
munity center. They have been 
very gracious and helpful in 
making this happen.” 

 7023 Kingston Pike  In the West Hills Center  

865-584-3966
www.fostersjewelry.com 

*1.5v only (Most watches included) Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/26

 WATCH BATTERY 
COUPON

$899  Includes 
Battery & 

Installation*
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Parham
From page 5BCCS presentations

Photos submitted

Top: Micah Dewald portrays Moses in Concord Christian 
School’s production of “Prince of Egypt.” In her directorial debut, 
CCS’s Musical Theater director Abigail Sensing and a cast of 35 
brought the production “The Prince of Egypt: The Musical” to the 
stage Thursday through Saturday, April 16-18, at First Baptist 
Concord. Performances were sold out and enjoyed by more than 
1,000 people during the three-show run, according to Sensing. 
“The spectacle of Egypt is grand, but the true heartbeat of this 
musical is the miraculous power of God’s providence,” she said. 
“In Moses, we see a man who felt inadequate for his calling — a 
reminder to us all that God does not always call the equipped, 
but He always equips the called. This production was so much 
more than a historical retelling; it was a celebration of God’s 
faithfulness to His children that was brought to life in amazing 
ways by a talented cast and crew.”
Above: Concord Christian School presents two upcoming musi-
cal events: the choir’s spring concert 5:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
7, in the Chapel A Frame of First Baptist Church, 11704 Kings-
ton Pike, while the CCS Band will perform Becoming America: 
A Journey Through Sound, at 6:30 that evening in First Baptist 
Concord’s Worship Center. 

National Honor Society.  
Campfield, daughter of  Mi-

chael Patrick and Amanda 
Erin Campfield, said she plans 
to attend Trinity College in 
Dublin, Ireland, and has ap-
plied to the School of  Biologi-
cal and Biomedical Sciences.

“I plan to specialize in en-
vironmental science during 

my third and fourth years [in 
Dublin] then head back to the 
United States for a law degree 
and become an environmental 
lawyer,” she said. “My dream 
job is working with the United 
Nations to create legislation 
that protects environments 
and species worldwide.

“During high school, I 
learned how to be independent 
and form my own opinions,” 
Campfield said. “I became 

more social and formed more 
friendships, helping me devel-
op socially. I enjoyed my time 
in high school, and I’m glad 
that I developed in the quiet 
environment of  Catholic rath-
er than in public school.”

At KCHS, Campfield is in-
volved with the Spanish club 
and Mock Trial.

“I am also the founder and 
leader of  Dungeons & Dragons 
Club,” she added.

her professional accomplish-
ments, but also her continued 
commitment to excellence, 
service and leadership in edu-
cation,” a press release stated.

For Parham, “It’s a remind-
er that the work we do every 
day matters,” she said. “Edu-
cation is not always visible or 
celebrated in big ways, so this 
recognition reinforces the im-
portance of  staying focused 
on students, building strong 
school communities and lead-
ing with purpose.

“It also reminds me to keep 
growing and striving to do 
even better for the students 
and staff I serve,” Parham 
added.

The Hall of  Honor is one of  
the university’s highest recog-
nitions, reserved for individu-
als who have demonstrated ex-
cellence in their field and have 
made significant contributions 
to their profession and com-
munity, according to the press 

release.
“Parham’s induction places 

her among an elite group of  
leaders whose work reflects 
the very best of  the University 
of  Tennessee’s legacy,” it stat-
ed. “With 
more than 
two decades 
of  experi-
ence in 
education, 
P a r h a m 
c u r r e n t l y 
serves as 
e x e c u t i v e 
p r i n c i p a l 
of  Farra-
gut Intermediate School, one 
of  the highest-performing 
schools in the region.

In education for more than 
20 years, “I have had the privi-
lege of  serving at Farragut In-
termediate School for the past 
four years as executive princi-
pal,” Parham said.

Going forward, “my mission 
is to continue building a school 
where every student feels 
supported, challenged and 

known,” she said. “That means 
maintaining high expectations 
for both student learning and 
teacher growth while also fo-
cusing on the whole child. 

“I want Farragut Intermedi-
ate to be a place where strong 
relationships, academic excel-
lence and a sense of  belonging 
are evident in everything we 
do,” Parham said.

“Under her leadership, the 
school has earned multiple 
state and national recogni-
tions, including designation 
as a Reward School and rank-
ing among the top elementary 
schools in Tennessee. 

“Known for her unwaver-
ing commitment to student 
success, strong school culture 
and high-impact leadership, 
Parham has led initiatives that 
have significantly improved 
outcomes for all students, 
including measurable gains 
for students with disabilities 
and expanded opportunities 
through inclusive instruction-
al practices,” the press release 
stated.

Parham

 Call Linda at 865-218-8881 
to place your ad

ConcordUnited.org 
Watch our services on 

Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

11020 Roane Drive

Sunday 
Worship Services

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 
9:00 and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online. 
Nursery available for both services.

11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th)

225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9 a.m. & 11:11 a.m.
www.faithloves.org

 ffumc.org/events

SATURDAY | 5:30P

SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry

The WELL (Prayer & Worship)

 Worship Times
9:30 am

and 
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

 12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-671-1885

136 Smith Rd. • 865-966-5025 • farragutchurch.org

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m. 
Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided
 FARRAGUT 

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

 “Praising God, Serving Others, 
Growing in Faith”

  209 Jamestowne Blvd.
Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.

(865)966-9547 • fpctn.org

Family Friendly 
Casual Worship

9 a.m.
With a children’s program 

for ages 3 and up.

Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.

Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from 

birth to age 3 at both services NEW COVENANT 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information
Church: (865) 671-3370 

Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com

Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)    
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)

Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

“Winning Souls and 
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ 
is a Total Family 

Ministry”

Union Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church

“A Place to Call Home”

Sunday Worship* 11AM
Sunday School *9:45 – 10:45AM
Bible Studies Monday 10:30AM

Wednesday “Half-Time”  Dinner 6PM
Bible Study - All Ages* 6:45PM

*Nursery Available

400 Everett Road, Farragut
www.UnionCPChurch.com 

865-966-9040

WorshipWorshipWorship
PraisePraisePraise&

  
www.westgatechurchknox.com 

416 N. Campbell Station Road
Sundays @10:30 am 

Experience life in Jesus:
Love, Joy, Peace, and

 the Power of the Spirit!

Join us as we celebrate 
moms this Sunday! 

• Gifts for every mom attending • 

Empowered Classes: 
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly 
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway

523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel
6200 Kingston Pike

588-8578

www.rosemortuary.com
Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis, 
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

070711 Rose Mortuary 2x3 bw  4/4/17  12:53 PM  Page 1
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Tate
From page 5Bpress 

planner
• The 24th annual Duncan 

Award for Senior Advocacy will 
be presented Tuesday, May 12, 
from 4 to 6 p.m., at Rothchild 
Conference Center, 8807 Kings‑
ton Pike. This signature event 
serves as the major fundraiser 
for the CAC Office on Aging’s 
Information & Benefits Depart‑
ment. This event is free, but 
monetary contributions are 
greatly appreciated. RSVP re‑

quested. Visit knoxseniors.org  
to RSVP and get more informa‑
tion.

• Unwavering Grief  Support 
is a support group for survivors 
of  suicide loss. Gatherings of‑
fer a safe, understanding space 
from a faith‑based perspective. 
Meetings take place on the sec‑
ond Tuesday of  each month, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m., at Bridge of  
Hope Knoxville, 9041 Executive 
Park Drive, Suite 202, Knoxville, 
37923. If  you have questions or 
would like more information, 
call 865‑454‑1817.

• The Visit Knoxville Open will 
take place Monday though Sun‑
day, May 18–24, at Holston Hills 

Country Club. Tickets to this 
event are free to the community. 
Learn more at www.vkopen.com

• The window for applying to 
serve on a Town of  Farragut vol‑
unteer committee is now open. 
Adults are welcome to apply and 
civic-minded high school juniors 
and seniors can apply to serve as 
a youth representative. To learn 
more about both opportunities 
and submit an online applica‑
tion, visit townoffarragut.org/
committees. The application 
deadline for youth and adults is 4 
p.m. Friday, May 22. For more in‑
formation, contact Allison Scott 
at ascott@townoffarragut.org or 
865-966-7057.

the day.”
“Swanson founded the 

TFOFG some 20 years ago 
with the goal to remember our 
veterans who served, capture 
the stories of  the soldiers who 
participated in history at that 
time and educate students by 
giving them hands-on learning 
experiences,” said Tracy Van 
Hook, Tate School director of  
resources.

“When students can experi‑
ence a historically accurate 
soldier’s story and can see and 

touch the soldier’s field gear, 
history comes to life for them,” 
Tate principal Kay Simmons 
said.

“World War II was a defining 
time in our nation’s history,” 
Swanson said. “Getting to tell 
these stories in front of  young 
people is a hands-on way to 
help them understand the 
hardships during that era.”

TFOFG dressed in actual 
uniforms from that war to lead 
several stations on campus to 
highlight different aspects of  a 
soldier’s life, according to Van 
Hook.

Do you have 
a unique 
business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory!

Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

like us on 
facebook 

@ 
facebook.com/
farragutpress

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block.......................$65/mo.
2 Block.....................$120/mo.
3 Block.....................$180/mo.
4 Block.....................$235/mo.
6 Block.....................$350/mo.
8 Block.....................$465/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

service directory

lawn & 
landscaping

home repair & improvement

misc. services

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• Licensed & Insured • 5★ Rated
• 20+ Years Experience

• No Job Too Small

FREE Estimates
TN HI License #13152

Serving East Tennessee since 1974 Monthly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly   
Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 

Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-ConstructionLocally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee 
for over 50 years! 

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Mention this ad for
25% o�  first
monthly or 

quarterly pest 
control service.

Visit us on Facebook 

865-202-8350

Interior & Exterior 
30 Years experience
Pressure Washing
Make Appointments Now 
for Spring estimates
Licensed & Insured
References Available

Howard MitchellHoward Mitchell
Painting & DrywallPainting & Drywall

Honest • Reliable • Neat •Clean

RANDY THE PAINTER
FREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Licensed & Insured • 46 Yrs Experience

★ Interiors & Exteriors Painting
★ Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood 
 Repair & Soft Roof Washing
★ We Paint Vinyl Siding
★ FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
★★★★★ 5 star Google Reviews

FREEFREE
Pressure WashingPressure Washingwith all Exterior Painting 

with all Exterior Painting over $1500over $1500

Residential & 
Commercial

Spring & Summer Cleanup
• Pruning 

• Bush Hogging • Mulch
Delivery Available

MOWING
MULCHING

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights 
Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”  We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  
All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.”

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected 
by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable 
whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or op-
portunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase 
or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise 
in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem 
inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

Residential & Commercial

• Junk   
 Removal
• Demolition
• Hauling

REED BACON
    Owner,  Operator

Text or Call 
865.254.4464

www.baconjunkremoval.com

NO MINIMUMS

WE 
BUY 

HOUSES
865-444-8804 Knox, Loudon, and Blount Counties

 Wally Lessig, Owner

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting

We do Home Improvement
Projects in addition to:

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

Serving Farragut & the Knoxville
area for over 30 years

 FREE ESTIMATES  865-291-8434

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
We take the Pain Out of painting!

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

Local & Family Owned
Repaint Specialists
Residential & Commercial

 FATHER & SON LAWN CARE

Call Blake 865-963-8351 • Robin 865-705-3856

 A COMPLETE LAWN SERVICE
Specializing in Lawn Maintenance

LICENSED & INSURED
 Make Appointments Now for Spring 
We are looking for 10 New Customers

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2025

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

LUALLEN SERVICES

We Deliver Excellence to You!!
Tree Removal

• Grading • Driveways
• Drainage Solutions

• Gravel & Dirt • Junk Removal
Delivery Available • References

Call or Text Josh
865-206-4994

Luallen.Services@gmail.com

CONCRETE WORLD
“Concrete Plus”

Decorative • Stamp • Driveways
 Footers • Sidewalks • Slabs

Patios • Pavers
Serving Knox County Area

Free Quotes • Senior Discounts
References Available

Dwayne Springfi eld
(865) 203-5675

like us on 
facebook at 

facebook.com/
farragutpress

318 GARAGE SALES318 GARAGE SALES 318 GARAGE SALES 318 GARAGE SALES 318 GARAGE SALES

classifieds Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party	15 words	 $47/4 weeks
Commercial	 25 words	 $57/4 weeks
Each additional word	 25¢ per week
Display Ads	
$12.00 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

501 CLEANING SERVICES

ESTRELLA
Cleaning Service

Residential • Commercial
Experience • References

We can work with your schedule
865-243-1370

 FOX DEN 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GARAGE SALE

 Saturday
May 9

8:00am. - 2:00pm.

NEIGHBORHOOD
YARD SALE

15+ Homes
Saturday, May 9

8AM to 12PM
Glen Abbey 
Subdivision

 Behind Kohl’s
Glen Abbey Blvd. o�  

Kingston Pike  37934
Look for Balloons

SADDLE RIDGE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GARAGE SALE 

Saturday
May 9, 2026
8 am - 2 pm

From Kingston Pike take N. 
Hobbs, turn right on Union 

and left into subdivision.

37934

Multi-Family 
Garage Sale
Friday, May 8 (8 to 1)

Saturday, May 9 (8 to 2)
• Household items
• Clothing: Boys, Girls
        & Adult
• Toys and more
Too Much to Mention!

11510 Woodcli�  Drive 
Inverness Subdivision 

O�  Turkey Creek Road
Look for Signs 37934
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Rick Terry Jewelry Designs
Rick Terry Jewelry Designs has been Knoxville’s fi nest jeweler since 1986. 
Beautiful jewelry, unique designs, and quality craftsmanship lie at the heart of 
our family-owned and operated business. Rick Terry Jewelry Designs takes 
pride in each creation, each fi nished product, and every customer interaction, 
all with the hopes of being the last jeweler you will ever need. “We want to be 
your jeweler” is Rick Terry’s motto and a philosophy that he often shares is,“If 
you don’t know your jewelry, know your jeweler”.

The Shoppes at 
    Homespun
The Shoppes at Homespun is made up of many 
entrepreneurs and professionals as well as fi ne crafters 
and artisans. Come by to support your local business 
community and shop our diverse selections of home 
decor, antiques, primitives, gifts, jewelry, vintage, and 
Shabby Chic furniture.
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PLEASE JOIN US AT
THE SHOPPES AT HOMESPUN FOR  A

SPECIAL SALES, DOOR PRIZES 
& A CONTINENTAL BRUNCH

BRING A FRIEND OR YOUR FAVORITE MOM!

brunch
and browsebrunchbrunch
and browseand browse

Saturday, May 9, 2026 | 10 AM  - 1 PM

V I L L A G E  G R E E N  S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R
1 1 5 2 3  K i n g s t o n  P i k e  |  ( 8 6 5 )  6 7 1 - 3 4 4 4 

This Mother’s Day, remind Mom 
how much she means to you.

We want to be Your Jeweler
11320 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN | (865) 777-3793 | www.rickterryjewelry.com

230 Village Commons Blvd. • Farragut, TN 37934
(865) 671-2500 • www.TheVillagesFarragut.com

Celebrating Mom!
The Villages of Farragut – where residents are 
living life to the fullest and enjoying every day!  

Call for Leah 
or Melody 
today to 

schedule a visit.

Your Life.  
Your Way.

The Villages of Farragut
The Villages of Farragut is a senior living community with an 
emphasis on offering the best care possible and aging with 
dignity. Amenities include studio, one- or two-bedroom apart-
ments, sunrooms and porches, beautiful kitchens, stackable 
washer and dryers and individually controlled thermostats. 
Nurse practitioner services are available on-site and all utilities 
are included with options to add cable TV and phone service.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

YOUR TENNESSEE PRESS ASSOCIATION AWARD WINNING NEWSPAPER

11863 Kingston Pike Farragut, TN 37934 | 865-675-6397


