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Boring Road closure has
residents on both sides

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
heard mixed opinions
from residents on wheth-
er Boring Road should
remain closed during its
meeting Thursday, Sept.
24.

Boring Road has been
closed to through traffic
since June.

“They’re getting
ready to build 30 homes
in Stonemeade [subdi-
vision],” said Sharon
Trotter, who wants Bor-
ing Road reopened and
widened. “This will be a
problem.”

Trotter spoke with al-
dermen and others be-
fore the workshop.

As an educator, Trot-
ter said she knows there
will be schoolchildren
with asthma and other
medical conditions who
could require immedi-
ate emergency medical
treatment, making ac-
cess for emergency ve-
hicles a concern.

“I'm generally in favor
of closing Boring Road
on [the Kingston Pike]
end; however, if the fac-
ulty, the parents picking
up Kkids, if they could
come up part of Boring
Road and connect with
the back parking lot —
in other words, going all
the way from the access
road to the Villages, their
driveway and all the way
across — and hit Boring
Road at that spot, and
then above that, Boring
Road would be closed,
that would give them
more access to Kings-
ton Pike,” said Steve
Cottrell, a Boring Road
resident who taught in
the Knox County school
system for 34 years.

“You could also move
the traffic light that’s
across from Ingles and
Federal Boulevard and
put that at Boring Road,”
he added.

“I generally would
agree with closing the
road,” Boring Road

Zachary, Honaker face oft

Boring Road

resident Brittany Moore expressed her

Tammy Cheek
need to access

Kingston Pike from Boring Road because of her farm during the citizens’ com-

ments portion.

resident Jerold Johnson
said. “Some people think
for safety reasons and so
forth, but the sheriff’s of-
fice said it doesn’t make a
meaningful difference if
that road is closed.
“When I moved there
last November, I had no
idea the amount of traf-
fic that was on Boring
Road, and most of it cuts
through from Kingston
Pike to Smith Road,” he
said. “And, if that road
gets widened, that’s go-
ing to get a lot worse ... a
lot of people walk on that
road; a lot of people have
pets on that road. There
are small children out

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

West Knox County
residents will look at
two Farragut candidates
from which to choose for
the 14th District state
House of Representa-
tives seat in the Nov. 3
General Election.

Currently in his sixth
term as a 14th District
state representative, Re-

playing in front of those
houses. It’s just a safety
issue for myself and my
wife.”

Boring Lane resident
Brittany Moore said she
has 50 acres backing up
to Country Manor, Coun-
try Way, Boring Road
and Village Green.

“My access to that
comes from Boring Road
from Kingston Pike,” she
said. “I can’t get trailers;
I can’t get equipment to
cut hay into the property
without coming up from
Kingston Pike because of
the way the road is cut,
where it splits off to Bor-
ing Lane.

publican nominee Jason
Zachary is seeking re-
election and will face off
against Democratic nom-
inee, Lindsay Honaker,
who is running for public
office for the first time.
“It is truly the honor
of my life to represent
our community and be
your voice in Nashville,”
Zachary said about run-
ning for re-election.
“Tennessee is leading the

“So that’s my first con-
cern with any cut-off or
any right-in, right-out
of Boring Road,” Moore
said, suggesting closing
the road east of the bus
loop.

“It eliminates cut-
through traffic of Boring
Road,” she said.

Andrew Duison said he
also needs to use the Bor-
ing Road-Kingston Pike
intersection because of
large vehicles.

At Smith Road, “when
you get down to turn
right into that blind
curve, turning left up

See RESIDENTS on Page 4A

Tammy Cheek
Sharon Trotter displayed her sentiments on Boring
Road — keep it open and widen it — before a work-
shop on Boring Road.

Boring Road proves
anything but boring

Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
members had more

questions than answers
Thursday, Sept. 24, as
they considered, in a
workshop, the future of
Boring Road and the po-
tential traffic impact of
the new Farragut Area
Elementary School.

Boring Road has been
closed to through traffic
since June.

Town engineer Darryl
Smith said the Board is
considering four options:
keep Boring Road closed;
make Boring Road at
Kingston Pike a right-in,
right-out intersection;
reconstruct Boring Road
from about 300 feet east
of the rear school en-
trance to Kingston Pike;
or take no action for now.

During a workshop be-
fore its regular meeting,
the Board discussed the
options but took no ac-
tion. Instead, members
asked that a public work-
shop be scheduled to al-
low more residents, as
well as representatives
from the Knox County
Sheriff’s Office and Knox

County Schools, to weigh
in.

No date for the public
workshop was set at the
workshop.

Board members also
discussed waiting un-
til after the new school
opens in August 2027 to
determine how traffic
patterns develop.

“Does the school [sys-
tem] anticipate having
a crossing guard like
at the other schools to
help mitigate traffic
problems?” Vice Mayor
Greg Wiberley asked.

“I don’t know that
for sure,” Town admin-
istrator David Smoak
replied, adding that he
had spoken with the
school board representa-
tive for Farragut. “Fund-
ing for that is problem-
atic, for the Board and
the school system.”

Regarding the vehicle
load at the new school,
Wiberley pointed to
backups at Farragut
Primary School and
asked whether the drop-
off loop would be long

enough.

“They say it is,”
Smith answered. “I'm
See BORING on Page 4A

for District 14 House seat

nation under Republican
leadership. I feel that I've
played an important role
in advancing conserva-
tive initiatives and policy
that have made Tennes-
see the best place to live,
work and raise a family,”
he said.

“It is important for
West Knoxville to have
a voice of influence in
the legislature, so I'm
running for re-election

to continue providing ef-
fective leadership that
positively impacts our
community and state,”
he said.

“Additionally, and
most  importantly, I
pray about what the
Lord would have me do
when election time rolls
around,” Zachary said. “I
had peace about running

See SEAT on Page 3A
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KCSOpolicereports

W Stolen Equipment: The
Knox County Sheriff’s Office
is investigating the theft of
construction equipment from
a job site on Campbell Lakes
Drive. The complainant re-
ported Sept. 21 that a Cater-
pillar skid steer and mulcher
attachment had been stolen
sometime between Sept. 18
and Sept. 21. The equipment
was valued at a combined
$188,000. A GPS tracker on the
property reportedly pinged at
another location Sept. 19. In-
vestigators were also advised
that a nearby business might
have surveillance footage.

W Stolen Trailer: Two sus-
pects reportedly stole a trailer
from Farragut High School
early Sept. 20. According to the
Knox County Sheriff’'s Office,
surveillance footage showed
two men pulling the 12-foot,
single-axle trailer by hand
from the school’s southeast
parking lot toward West End
Avenue. The footage was not
clear enough to identify the
suspects. The trailer, which
has Farragut High School
branding on its wooden sides,
was entered into a national
law enforcement database as
stolen.

M Stolen Firearm: A man re-
ported Sept. 16 that a handgun
was missing from his vehicle
after he had taken the vehicle
to a dealership for scheduled
maintenance. According to
the Knox County Sheriff’s
Office, the man last saw the
Glock 43 9 mm handgun in his

vehicle Aug. 10 and noticed it
was missing Aug. 14. He told
deputies he searched his home
and vehicle but could not lo-
cate the firearm. The handgun
was valued at $500.

B Theft: A suspect alleg-
edly stole a $29.97 Kate Spade
magnetic wallet from Nord-
strom Rack on Parkside Drive
on Sept. 9. According to the
Knox County Sheriff’s Office,
surveillance footage showed
the suspect remove the wallet
from its packaging and later
conceal it in a handbag while
purchasing other merchan-
dise. The suspect then left
the store without paying for
the wallet and departed in an
SUV. Store personnel and law
enforcement later used trans-
action information, social me-
dia photographs and a driver’s
license photograph to identify
a suspect.

B A man reported losing
$8,100 after purchasing a watch
through what he believed was
a legitimate website, rex-
watchsllc.com. According to
the Knox County Sheriff’s
Office, the man authorized a
money transfer and received
an invoice but became suspi-
cious after the watch was not
shipped. He later discovered
duplicate invoice numbers
while testing the website with
another email address. The
man contacted the legitimate
business and was told the web-
site was fraudulent and that
efforts had been made to have
it removed.

Clarification

Regarding the state fuel tax,
state senate District 7 candi-
date Bryan Langan clarified,
“Though I would consider
ending the fuel tax, due to the
volatility of fuel prices and the
fact that many Tennesseans
don’t drive, I would rather we
implement temporary suspen-
sions of the fuel tax as neces-

sary to provide relief. How-
ever, because I believe every
Tennessean deserves to have
food in their stomach, clothes
on their back and shoes on
their feet, If elected, I would
introduce legislation to end
the state sales tax on grocer-
ies, clothing under $50 and
footwear under $100.

Corrections

Farragut West Knox Cham-
ber of Commerce’s gala
event, 2026 The Charity Gala:
High Stakes and Fine Spir-
its, is sponsored by Rocky
Top HVAC LLC., high roller;
Smoky Mountain Deck Build-
ers, LLC., Rate and MR10 Re-
alty; jackpot; Segra, Strate-
gic Tax & Business Services,
Coffee & Chocolate, Fairway
Home Mortgage and Keith
Window Company, full house;
Bowen Door Service, Texana
Bank Mortgage and Kerri
A. Kor, CRE Broker with
LeConte Realty LLC, game;

—— Family & Cosmetic Dentistry ——

wa View Yatients

We accept most insurance plans,
including Medicare supplemental,
Humana, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Delta, CIGNA,
MetLife, United healthcare and others

and Renaissance Title & Es-
crow along with MR10 Realty,
Cup. Some sponsors were in-
advertently omitted from an
article that ran on the front
page of the Wednesday, Sept.
16, issue of the farragutpress.
We regret the error.

Tickets for Taste of Turkey
Creek are $40 general admis-
sion and $125 for VIP. The pric-
es of the tickets were listed in-
correctly in an article that ran
on the front page of the farra-
gutpress Wednesday, Sept. 23,
issue. We regret the error.

D. r_adr1|m.--|'- r"rl':

323 Fox Road, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37922

865-690-5231

www.parkwaydentaloffice.com

Henderson, Huckaby push
changes to elected officials’ pay

Staff reports

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Knox County Mayor Betsy
Henderson is backing Knox
County Commissioner Bran-
don Huckaby’s proposed or-
dinance to rescind a pay in-
crease for Commissioners and
school board members.

“I have said all along that
politicians should not give
themselves pay raises,” Hen-
derson said. “After the Com-
mission passed a 6% pay in-
crease for themselves in June,
I joined my fellow school board
members in unanimously vot-
ing to ask the Commission to
repeal that raise.

“As mayor, I have worked
alongside my colleagues to
come up with a creative solu-
tion to end self-dealing pay

raises by politicians in Knox
County,” she said. “I am pro-
posing an ordinance that
would tie Commissioners’ and
school board members’ pay
adjustments to the same state-
certified formula used for oth-
er elected officials.

“This will create a clear
standard that holds politicians
accountable while removing
conflicts of interests and self-
dealing,” she added. “I want to
thank Commissioner Brandon
Huckaby for his leadership on
this, and I ask the rest of the
Commission to join him in
supporting it.”

Huckaby’s proposed ordi-
nance, if passed, would allow
Commissioners and school
board members’ salaries to be
determined by the state.

Expressly, it would request

Utility oversight adds cost to

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Farragut Board of Mayor
and Aldermen questioned a
nearly $50,000 change order
for the South Monticello Road
culvert replacement before
unanimously approving it
Thursday, Sept. 24.

“The purpose of this item
is to approve a change order
request from Adams Contract-
ing LLC for changes required,”
assistant Town engineer Eric
Schindler said.

Adams Contracting was
awarded the contract May 7
to replace an existing 42-inch
corrugated metal pipe with a
42-inch reinforced concrete
pipe near 11619 S. Monticello
Road.

However, utility conflicts
were discovered soon after
construction began, Schindler
said.

“Upon further review, the
utilities were not marked
when the design survey was
completed,” he said. “Our de-
sign consultant, Cannon &
Cannon, performed multiple
revisions in an effort to obtain
a workable set of plans.”

Once those revisions were
completed, the final plan
called for a straight headwall
instead of the U-type headwall
originally planned.

Adams Contracting sub-
mitted a change order for
$49,908.05. The additional
work includes removing and
resetting a new catch basin on
the upstream end of the pipe,
grading and installing the new
straight headwall, disposing of
the U-type headwall and cover-
ing additional time and equip-
ment needed to complete the
project.

Schedule a Tour!

865-345- 54?4

The change order increases
the contract from $139,767 to
$189,675.

Vice Mayor Greg Wiberley
questioned how the utilities
went unidentified during the
design process.

“I'm just curious on the un-
marked utility part,” Wiberley
said. “I know when I've called
Tennessee One Call before, 1
get a list of utilities that they
contact and can verify that
those markings have been
made. What happened in this
instance, where things weren’t
identified?”

“It was an oversight on
the design surveying team,”
Schindler said. “They mistak-
enly made the assumption that
the cross drain was a straight
removal and replacement and,
if no conflicts existed at the
time, that there would be no
conflicts for the replacement.

“It’s an error that, frankly,
I don’t foresee ever happen-
ing again,” he added. “It’s not
something we expected to see.”

Wiberley questioned wheth-
er the design consultant was
being held responsible for the
mistake.

“Well, in my experience,
when my subcontractors don’t
perform like they’re supposed
to, we hold them accountable,”
he said. “I know Cannon &
Cannon is paying for the origi-
nal headwall, correct?”

“That’s correct,” Schindler
said.

Alderman Joey Ruffalo
asked whether all utilities had
been verified against the final
construction plan.

“Absolutely,”
said.

Ruffalo also asked about
the revised completion date,
including an estimated four-

Schindler

$Lantern

Assisted Living next door!

that any increase on County
Commissioners and school
board members must be
“equal to the percentage in-
crease set by the state for oth-
er county officials pursuant to
TCA §8-24-102(d).”

In an online Sept. 12 article
by Huckaby, he stated, “While
adopting the county budget
in June, the previous Com-
mission made a change that
gave the general government
employees a much needed 6%
raise.

“In the days that followed,
there was a lot of confusion
about whether that increase
also applied to elected offi-
cials,” Huckaby stated. “Initial
media reporting suggested it
included sheriff and mayor,

See PAY on Page 4A

culvert project

week lead time for the new
headwall.

“I don’t have an exact date
on that,” Schindler said. “Ide-
ally, four weeks is their kind of
conservative estimate.”

The board unanimously ap-
proved the change order, al-
lowing Adams Contracting
to order the precast straight
headwall.

Schindler said the Town also
is working on an agreement
with Cannon & Cannon that
would reimburse the town
$16,076.37 for the first phase of
additional work resulting from
the design error.

In other action, the Board:

« Approved on first reading
a budget amendment trans-
ferring $16.1 million from the
Capital Fund available fund
balance to capital improve-
ment program expenditures
to cover previously approved
projects that were not com-
pleted by the end of the fiscal
year.

« Approved on second read-
ing a budget amendment
transferring $40,000 from the
Capital Fund available fund
balance to fiscal 2027 CIP ex-
penditures for the Everett
Road Greenway Connector
project because of a higher-
than-expected bid.

« Proclaimed Oct. 11 as
Daughters of the American
Revolution Day.

 Declared a tractor with a
boom mower, three trailers
and two Ford F-150 trucks sur-
plus property to be sold.

- Approved the purchase
and installation of illuminated
street signs for $213,847. Mayor
Alex Cain asked that two signs
planned for Turkey Creek

See GULVERT on Page 3A
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Seat
From page 1A

again, which is always the ulti-
mate deciding factor.”

For Honaker, “I was born
and raised in Farragut, went to
Farragut schools, and now my
husband Brian and I are rais-
ing our two children here,” she
said. “This community shaped
me, and I want my Kkids to in-
herit a Tennessee that works
for families like ours."

She said in early 2026, she
watched the state political are-
na and “I realized that waiting
for someone else to step up was
not an option.

“I am running because Dis-
trict 14 deserves a representa-
tive who answers to constitu-
ents, not special interests, and
who shows up, listens and does
the work,” Honaker said. “My
faith calls me to serve, and this
ishow I am answering that call.”

About her qualifications,
Honaker responded, “My path
has not been traditional, and
that is a strength."

She spent more than a de-
cade working in restaurants,
many of which as a front of

house manager. She earned a
political science degree from
Maryville College and later
earned an automotive repair
and estimation certificate from
Ranken Technical College in
St. Louis, Missouri.

For the past 10 years, Hon-
aker worked in corporate oper-
ations at a Knoxville company,
managing budgets, planning
large-scale events and coordi-
nating across departments.

“Also, I'm a mom. We need
more moms in charge,” she
added.

As a state representative,
Zachary served as Deputy
Speaker of the House, the Fi-
nance Committee, Appropria-
tion Sub-committee and served
on the Commerce, Ethics and
Calendar and Rules Commit-
tees.

“As for an individual initia-
tive that I’'m most proud of, it
was the stand I took against
the COVID tyranny on behalf
of the people of our state,”
he said. “I sponsored, and the
GOP supermajority, passed
the COVID protection bill in
October of 2021, making Ten-
nessee just the second state to

pass such a bill.”

If re-elected, Zachary said he
would focus on infrastructure.

“A few years ago, by work-
ing with [Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation] and
Chairman [Becky] Massey, I
was able to secure approval
and funding for the overhaul
of both the Campbell Station
and Watt Road exits,” he said.
“Additionally, we worked with
TDOT to approve the largest
interstate enhancement road
project in Knox County’s his-
tory that will move the weight
stations and work to expand
the interstate through Knox
County,” Zachary said. “One
of my top priorities will be
continuing this work with our
next governor to ensure Knox
County’s infrastructure is a
top priority of TDOT’s and the
next administration.

“Additionally, last year I

passed a property tax cap bill
through the House,” Zachary
said. “We are one of only four
states with no cap.

“Unfortunately, the bill
failed in the Senate,” he add-
ed. “I plan to bring this bill
back in 2027. I've already dis-

cussed with Sen. [Marsha]
Blackburn and will have her
support when she becomes our
next governor. We need the
Senate to join us in protecting
property owners.

“Finally, back in 2021, I voted
against the bill to expand the
use of surveillance cameras,
now known as Flock cameras,”
Zachary said. “The Wild West
use of these cameras across
our state must stop.

“I have already drafted a bill
to address, with the top prior-
ity being the protection of our
Fourth Amendment rights and
ensure no Tennessean is tracked
by these cameras,” he said.

Honaker’s priorities for the
House seat also include priva-
cy issues, among others.

“First, I plan to work with
other representatives on elimi-
nating the tax on groceries,”
she said. “After that, we have
to get public money back into
our public schools where it be-
longs. And, we have to priori-
tize privacy by placing better
regulations on Flock cameras
and protecting our data from
surveillance pricing, etc.”

www.farragutpress.com

Culvert
From page 2A

Road instead be installed on Vil-
lage Commons Boulevard. The
second phase will add 36 illumi-
nated street signs at 13 intersec-
tions throughout Farragut.

« Approved a special events
permit for St. John Neumann
Catholic Church and School’s
annual Mustang Miler 5K on
Saturday, Oct. 17. The event will
run from 8 to 11 a.m., beginning
at the school and church. The
course will use the Grigsby Cha-
pel Greenway, traveling east
before turning around at the
trailhead at the Park and Ride
lot at the west end of Campbell
Lakes Drive and returning to
the starting point.

The final opportunity to submit
candidate endorsements
in Letters to the Editor or
PressTalks for publication before
the November 3rd election is

10 a.m. Monday,
October 5th

for inclusion in the October 7
edition of farragutpress.

No candidate endorsements
will be published after the
October 7 edition.

ACT / SAT / PSAT

Helping students improve
test scores for 40 years.

Taking reservations for
private tutoring and
small group classes.

TEST @R

EXPERTS
Michael K. Smith, Ph.D
www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com

865-694-4108

122 Cavette Hill Lane
Knoxville, TN 37934
865-777-9000
www.nhcfarragut.com

Halloween
Coloring

Contest Rules

1. Entries will be judged on a

basis of originality and creativity.
Decisions of the judges are final.

2. Prizes awarded:
1st, 2nd and 3rd
3. Winners will be selected in
four categories:

and
4. No entries accepted for
judging after 4 p.m. EST on
Thursday,
October 22, 2026

Mail or Deliver
your entry to:

farragutpress

11863 Kingston Pike
Farragut, TN 37934

by 4 p.m. on
Thursday, October 22
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Pumpkin Dunkin Floating Patch

October 16t e 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Hosted by the Davis Family YMCA

Farragut | 865.777.9622
ymcaetn.org
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Name

Age

Parent/Guardian

(Please print and sign)

School

Primary Contact Number

Email

Grade

Category (piease circie one): Ages 4-5 » Ages 6-8 ¢ Ages 9-11 ¢ Adults 12-112

Let us help with Re_ading & Math

@Huntington@.

N
Skills for a Spectacular Fall!

Your Tutoring Solution
A McGrath Family Business

117 N. Peters Road | Knoxville, TN 37923
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TheVillagesFarragut.com
865.671.2500

GOING THE EXTRA
MILE FOR YOU

Help us better serve you
more quickly during
an outage or emergency.
Please register with our
Outage Management System.

Call 1-844-0Our-LCUB
and choose Option 1.

ITJUST TAKES A MINUTE TO
BE PREPARED!

To advertise
in our SPooky
Halloween

Coloring
Contest, ca]
865-218-8878

A downloadable
copy of the Halloween
Coloring Contest
is available at
www.farragutpress.com
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Pay
From page 2A

but that was not accurate.”

He stated as he dug into the
issue, “I learned that state law
establishes annual compen-
sation adjustments for most
county officials while County
Commission compensation is
handled separately through
our annual budget process.
“Because Board of Education
members receive the same
monthly compensation as
Commissioners, those adjust-
ments affect them as well,”
Huckaby explained.

“The current process has
historically been handled this
way, in part, to avoid Commis-
sioners having to directly vote
on their own salaries,” he stat-
ed. “However, I do not think
our current system provides
the clarity or transparency
that it should.

“I am currently working
with legal and finance on leg-
islation that would tie future
Commission and school board
compensation adjustments to
the same state-certified for-
mula used for other county of-

Residents
From page 1A

to the lane, you got the power
pole, mailboxes [impairing
the line of sight onto Smith
Road],” he said.

Burney Circle resident Paul
Johnson proposed Kkeeping
Boring Road open with right-
in, right-out access.

“Boring Road should remain
open to the public for public
safety and for residents and
emergency vehicles,” he said.
“We as residents of Baldwin
Park and other areas, which
will now be Stonemeade com-

ficials,” Huckaby stated.

“Under Tennessee Code
Annotated § 8-24-102, general
county officers receive annual
compensation adjustments
tied to state employee increas-
es, with those adjustments
capped at 5% per year,” he
added. “That formula applies
to offices, including the county
mayor, sheriff, trustee, prop-
erty assessor, county clerk and
register of deeds.

“Personally, I am not com-
fortable being in the position
of setting my own future sal-
ary, and I suspect many of you
feel the same way,” Huckaby
stated. “For that reason, I am
proposing that we consider an
approach similar to Hamilton
County and tie future Com-
mission and school board com-
pensation adjustments to the
same state-certified metric.

“That would give us one
clear, predictable and trans-
parent standard rather than
requiring future Commissions
to revisit their own compensa-
tion each year,” he added. “I
would like to hold a workshop
to discuss this proposal.”

ing in there soon, need two
ways in and out, and one of the
policies of the Town of Farra-
gut is to have multiple ways
out. That was a new policy
instituted a number of years
back.”

Town  engineer Darryl
Smith said the Board is con-
sidering four options: keep
Boring Road closed; make
Boring Road at Kingston Pike
a right-in, right-out intersec-
tion; reconstruct Boring Road
from about 300 feet east of the
rear school entrance to Kings-
ton Pike; or take no action for
Nnow.

Estate Planning

Wills, Trusts, Probate, Conservatorships,

Cathy

Attorney

Warmbrod

McDonald, Levy & Taylor
10805 Kingston Pike, Suite 200 | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Next to Costco
Phone: 865-966-4343 | www.mltlaw.com

Special Needs Trusts

MLT

Mclienald, Levy & Taylor, PLLC

My LecaL TEAM

published in the newspaper.

should be 400 words or fewer.

Deadline for profiles is
Friday by 12 p.m. prior to the
following week’s publication.

farragutpress

farragutpress is now accepting political
profile submissions for the 2026 election cycle.

As the 2026 election season approaches, farragutpress is
providing political candidates with an opportunity to share
their message directly with readers through candidate profiles

* Each candidate may submit one profile, and the written content

* One photograph may accompany the profile.

* While the newspaper will not alter the substance or message of
submitted profiles, it reserves the right to make spelling and gram-
mar corrections as needed / AP style.

* All submissions will be reviewed by the Publisher prior to print
deadlines to ensure they meet established standards.

* Candidates need to provide contact information with their
submission in case clarification or follow-up is necessary.
Candidates may email their political profiles to
editor@farragutpress.com

The deadline for political profiles prior to the
November 3rd election is 12 p.m. on Friday, October 2nd.

VOTE

11863 Kingston Pike | Farragut, TN 37801 | 865-675-6397 | farragutpress.com

Boring
From page 1A

not positive.”

“Is there any way to adapt
the traffic light system to
maximize flow at peak times?”
Wiberley asked.

“We will have to adjust the
time,” Smith said.

Wiberley also questioned
how students would be evacu-
ated in an emergency and
whether Boring Road or Smith
Road would be used.

“That’s a good question,”
Smith replied. “I do not know
the answer to that.”

Wiberley said residents in
nearby neighborhoods also
are concerned about whether
emergency vehicles would be
able to reach their homes if
Boring Road remains closed.

“T've contacted [Fire Chief]
Jeff Devlin with Rural Met-
ro and Brad Hall with Knox
County Sheriff’'s [Officel],”
Smith replied. “Neither of
them were very enthusiastic
about closing the road, but
they both understood the rea-
son behind it. So, I took that as
they don’t see it as a big prob-
lem.”

His comment elicited nu-

merous coughs from the
crowd.
Alderman Joey Ruffalo

asked about the traffic impact
study conducted when the
school was proposed.

Smoak said a traffic impact

study was conducted a couple
of years ago as part of plans
for the new Farragut Area
Elementary School north of
Ingles Market.

“The traffic impact study
did not address additional
traffic on Boring Road because
the school system thinks that
they’re not going to allow
parents to drop off kids in the
back [along Boring Road],”
Smith said. “The [Town] staff
disagrees with that because
it’s very hard to enforce.”

Ruffalo asked what evidence
supported the assumption
that parents would use Boring
Road to drop off their children.

“That is just observation at
the other [primary] school,”
Smith answered.

“KCS Board approved pre-
liminary plans in January
2024,” Smith said. KCS broke
ground on the school in May
2025 and anticipates opening it
in August 2027.

“We received the traffic im-
pact study from KCS in July
2024. We expressed concerns
over the increased traffic on
Kingston Pike, Smith Road
and Boring Road.

“It’s important to make the
point here that the Town has
very limited authority to in-
fluence Knox County Schools’
plans,” Smith said. “They are
their own entity ... they are
not within our jurisdiction.”

However, KCS agreed to add
length and width to the ve-

ADVERTORIAL

hicle queuing loop, remove a
portion of the median on Vil-
lage Commons Boulevard to
increase the queue lane and
improve about 800 feet of Bor-
ing Road.

“All told, there are 4,765
linear feet of drop-off queue
width there,” Smith said.

Staff and buses will enter
and leave the school using
Smith Road then to Kingston
Pike.

Boring Road between the
school and Kingston Pike is
designated “to be improved.”
Smith said the road is only 14
feet wide and drivers do not
have an adequate line of sight
to turn onto Kingston Pike.

“A left turn is virtually im-
possible during peak hours,”
Smith said. “You really can’t
put a school in a location like
this without adding traffic to
an already congested corridor.

“We're expecting issues on
Kingston Pike, Smith Road
and Boring Road,” he added.

To help mitigate some of
that traffic, Smith said the
Town plans to construct an
access road from Sugarwood
Drive to the CVS Pharmacy
entrance.

“We’re putting a four-way
stop at the intersection of
Smith Road and Boring Road
and a crosswalk with beacons
at the back of Country Manor
subdivision, where the gre-
enway intersects with Boring
Road,” he said.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

What does financial fulfillment actually feel like?

Feeling financially fulfilled means so much more than just the number in your bank
account. It’s about being able to take your family out to dinner without calculating wheth-
er you can afford it. It means sleeping soundly on a Sunday night,

knowing that if the water heater gives out tomorrow, you can handle
it. And it’s saying yes to a vacation because you planned ahead and

the money is there.

In short, financial fulfillment is the feeling that your money is sup-

porting the life you want.

Yet true fulfillment is surprisingly rare. Only 16% of Americans are
financially fulfilled, according to a 2026 study by Edward Jones and
Gallup, “Money and Meaning: Understanding Financial Fulfillment.”
Those at the other end of the spectrum, the financially stressed (32%),
often say that money regularly controls their daily decisions. Most
Americans (51%), however, fall in the middle — the financially con-
flicted. They manage to get by but often carry a persistent undercur-

rent of worry.

Cory J
Gerlach

Notably, where you land on this spectrum has less to do with your

income than you might expect. More than half of households earning

$175,000 or more are still financially conflicted.

Building the foundation

Financial Advisor

So, the question becomes, “What do financially fulfilled people do differently?” Simply
put, they tend to have foundational planning structures in place. Five behaviors show up
consistently among the financially fulfilled, and they’re simple steps you can take, too.

* Build an emergency fund (98% of fulfilled have this). Aim for saving three to six months
of living expenses in a liquid, easily accessible account. When you know you can handle the
unexpected, you stop bracing for it, and lower stress gives you a higher quality of life.

« Create a financial plan for retirement (91% of financially fulfilled have one). It’s
hard to feel in control if you don’t know where you’re going. A retirement plan puts a real
number on what you’ll need and lays out a clear path to get there, with built-in protection
against life’s unexpected curveballs.

« Save intentionally for major milestones (87% of financially fulfilled do). A home
renovation, a new vehicle or a child’s education don’t

have to feel disruptive. Setting money aside deliberately
for the milestones you anticipate means you can say yes

without scrambling.

« Put an estate plan in place (66% of financially
fulfilled have). Estate plans are not just for the wealthy.
A will and basic estate plan help ensure what you've
worked for still reflects your wishes after you're gone.

» Work with a financial advisor (60% of financially
fulfilled who sought any guidance have used an advisor
in the past year). The internet is great, but real guid-
ance comes from a credentialed person who knows you
and your family and what you want your money to do

for you.

Knowing that your money is working toward the life
you want doesn’t happen by accident. Feeling financial-
ly fulfilled is worth the effort and may be more achiev-

able than you realize.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.
You should consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Edward Jones

edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Invest in

your retirement.
We can help.

Cory ] Gerlach
Financial Advisor

10820 Kingston Pike Suite 20

Knoxville, TN 37934
BE65-671-1718

MET-58940-A AECSPAD

/

Editorial Department

Tammy Cheek,
Writer....ooovvveeeeennnns 865-218-8873
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Jake Nichols,
Wrter..oovveiiieeeiiennn 865-218-8880

jnichols@farragutpress.com
Production Department

Tony Christen,
Production Manager 865-218-8872
production@farragutpress.com

Cindy Wilfert,
Designer........ccc...... 865-218-8872
Circulation

Tony Christen,

Circulation Manager 865-218-8872
\ production@farragutpress.com

Advertising Department

Glen Coleman,
Account Executive .... 865-218-8884
gcoleman@farragutpress.com

Charlene Waggoner,
Account Executive...... 865-218-8877
cwaggoner@farragutpress.com

Lynn Perella,
Account Executive...... 865-218-8879
Iperella@farragutpress.com

Linda Tirban,

Classified Display,

Service Directory...... 865-218-8881
linda@farragutpress.com

Receptionist
Terrie Ware.............. 865-218-8871
Monday — Wednesday, Friday
receptionist@farragutpress.com

Publisher

Tony Cox.............. 865-218-8883
tcox@republicnewspapers.com

farragutpress is published weekly at 11863 Kingston Pike Farragut, TN 37934

Deadline for Letters to the Editor and Presstalks is Monday at 10 a.m. for that Wednesday’s edition.
Presstalk rules: Keep calls to a 90-second maximum - e-mails to 250 words maximum - Libelous & malicious comments will not be published; profanity will be edited out
- Comments will remain anonymous but must come from verifiable phone/email - Names of individuals (including public figures) will not be published
Letter to the Editor rules: Must not exceed 400 words - Include name, address & telephone number to be verified - All Letters to the Editor from any citizen must have a
minimum four-week period between publication - Must not have inaccurate information, such as wrong statistics, from which to form an opinion

farragutpress

Editor email: editor@farragutpress.com
Press Talk: Call: 865-671-8255 or email: editor@farragutpress.com Phone: 865-675-6397

nMEASD

We reserve the right to reject publication based on factors including threats, name-calling and foul language

Full rules can be viewed at farragutpress.com under Opinion and Presstalk.

Obituary Information and Deadlines: Send obituary & photo, if applicable, to editor@farragutpress.com. The cost is $25 for the first 200 words and 25 cents for each
additional word thereafter. The cost to submit a photo is $10. We only use thumbnail “head and upper chest” portrait photos. The submission deadline for obituaries is
10 a.m. on Monday for that Wednesday edition. Payment must be received by 10 a.m. on Tuesday for that Wednesday edition.

Call 865-675-6397 or email editor@farragutpress.com with questions.
Find our 2026 policy for submission of political profiles at farragutpress.com.
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Ready to elevate
your visibility?

Amplify your reach—pair your print ad with a
targeted Facebook campaign and get in front of

thousands of engaged, local decision-makers!

Call Kathy at 865-218-8878

for more information.
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FirstBank celebrates 10 years on Wall Street

Staff reports

editor@farragutpress.com

Ten years ago on Sept. 16,
FirstBank, with 120 years as
a hometown bank, officially
went public on the New York
Stock Exchange.

Then Monday, Sept. 14, Chris
Holmes, president/CEO of the
entire FirstBank company,
which includes the Farragut
market, rang the opening bell
to mark that milestone.

“The company, with a 120-
year history and 10-year public
history here on the New York
Stock Exchange, we're just re-
ally honored to get to ring the
opening bell this morning.

“Ringing the opening bell at
the NYSE today is a testament
to the dedication of our nearly
1,700 associates and the deep
trust our clients place in us
every day,” he said. “A decade
ago, we promised our inves-
tors and clients that access to
public capital markets would
accelerate our growth with-
out diluting our commitment
to local decision-making and
community-first banking.

“Achieving nearly five times
asset growth while simultane-
ously earning J.D. Power’s No.
1 ranking for customer sat-
isfaction proves that you can
scale nationally while remain-
ing deeply connected with the
communities you serve.”

“Since its $128.5 million [ini-
tial public offering] in 2016,
the largest banking public of-

fering in Tennessee history,
FirstBank has executed a
disciplined growth strategy,
growing total assets nearly
five times to approximately
$17 billion and consistently
increasing book value per
share,” a press release stated.
“Through organic growth and
strategic M&A, FirstBank has
established itself as one of the
Southeast’s leading financial
institutions.”

“Relationship means that, as
our customer, you know that
you can trust us whenever you
need to speak to someone about
your financial affairs,” Holmes
said. “We really center the com-
pany on relationships and be-
ing easy to do business with.

“Those are the things that
really have made us successful
for 120 years, are making us
successful today and are going
to make us successful tomor-
row,” he added.

When the bank went public
10 years ago, he joined Wall
Street executives to celebrate,
but he did not get a chance to
ring the bell.

Coming back, he said cel-
ebrating by ringing the bell is
“an incredible honor.”

“It’s a rare trajectory for
a hometown leader, taking a
small-town Tennessee bank
and scaling it to become the
dominant mid-size bank in
the Southeast with offices in
five states, including four full-
service branches across Knox
County,” a press release stated.

Dalen owl flies into

I Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Dalen Products, a West
Knoxville manufacturer, has
advanced to the final round of
Tennessee Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry’s 2026
Coolest Thing Made in Ten-
nessee.

Dalen Products, located at
700 Dalen Lane, off Gilbert
Drive, is one of the top four fi-
nalists in the competition for
its scare owl.

Others in the final four are
INIFINITI QX65 from the Nis-
san Smyrna Vehicle Assembly
Plant in Smyrna, a supercon-
ducting magnet from Crymag-
netics Inc. in Oak Ridge and
Tennemo Rice from Tennemo
Rice Family Farm and Mill in
Dyersburg.

“We’re incredibly proud,”
Dalen president Bob Teska,
CPA said. “Dalen is a 50-year-
old Knoxville company that
most people have probably
never heard of, but there’s a
pretty good chance they’ve
seen our owl.

“To see this little product
that has quietly represented
Dalen for five decades make
the Final Four is pretty spe-
cial,” he said. “We're definitely
the underdog, but at this point,
we might as well go win the
thing.

Teska said the owl was intro-
duced in 1984 and “has become
our most iconic and recogniz-
able product.

“Since then, we’ve sold more
than 9.3 million of them,” he
added. “If you've ever seen an
owl sitting on someone’s roof,
dock, garden or fence post,
there’s a pretty good chance it
was ours.”

Making the final four
“means a lot to us, especially

to our employees,” Teska said.
“We’re a small company of
about 40 people, and many of
the people who make and ship
that owl every day have been
with Dalen for over 20 years.

“To have something they
make right here in Knoxville
recognized alongside prod-
ucts from some of the biggest
manufacturers in Tennessee
gives everyone a real sense of
pride,” he said. “It’s also been
a lot of fun. The whole compa-
ny has gotten behind it.

Teska said Dalen’s produc-
tion is seasonal, but it typical-
ly produces about 300,000 owls
per year “with production
ramping up significantly as we
prepare for the spring garden-
ing season.”

Dalen Products is a third-
generation, family-owned
company, which has been
manufacturing gardening and
garden-protection  products
in Knoxville for 50 years. “To-
day, about 85% of what we sell
is manufactured or sourced
in the United States, and our
products are sold through ma-
jor retailers across the coun-
try,” Teska said. “My role is ba-
sically to oversee the business
and make sure this 50-year-old
company is positioned to be
around for the next 50.

“We’d love to bring this
one home for Knoxville,” he
said. “We’re up against some
impressive companies and
products, and we know we’re
the underdog, but we’ve got
a 42-year-old owl, about 40
employees and a lot of people
rooting for us.

“If East Tennessee gets be-
hind us and votes — and gets
their friends to vote — I like
our chances,” Teska said.
“The four finalists show-
case the range of products

businesshrief

« Simply Physio welcomes Dr. Khianna Ferguson, PT, DPT, as
its newest member of the ST team. She is a graduate of Loma
Linda University and specializes in vertigo, dizziness and bal-
ance disorders. She also has advanced training in treating TMJ/

TMD pain.

Photo submitted

William “Bill” Carpenter lll, left, New York Stock Exchange chairman of the board, presents the
gavel to FirstBank president/ CEO Chris Homes the gavel to ring the bell.

“Since the bank’s record-
setting initial public offer-
ing in 2016, Chris has effec-
tively maintained FirstBank’s
120-year-old relationship
banking approach while build-
ing something that has the fi-
nancial backing and strength
to grow assets over five times
from $2.9 billlion to over $16.8
billion,” the release added.

“Behind the ceremonial NYC
event lies a story deeply tied

being made across Tennessee,
from advanced technology and
automotive manufacturing to
consumer products and agri-
culture,” a TCCI press release
stated. “The group includes
manufacturers from East, Mid-
dle and West Tennessee, repre-
senting all three Grand Divi-
sions. Over the course of the
competition, more than 50,000
votes have been cast.

“This year’s Top 4 demon-
strate the incredible diversity
of products being made right
here in Tennessee,” stated
Josh Brown, president/CEO of
the TCCI. “Each finalist rep-
resents a different part of
our state and a different story
about the people, innovation
and manufacturing exper-
tise behind Tennessee-made
products. We look forward to

to the Southeast’s economic
rise,” the release stated. “Since
executing its record-setting
$128.5 million initial public of-
fering in 2016 ... FirstBank has
grown deposits to $14.3 billion
across key Southeastern mi-
gration hubs.

“While economic studies
show over 84% of post-IPO
companies get delisted within
a multi-year window, First-
Bank has proven that a region-

seeing which one Tennesseans
select as this year’s Coolest
Thing Made in Tennessee.”

Final voting began Wednes-
day, Sept. 9, and continued
through 8 p.m, CT, Thursday,
Sept. 24. Tennesseans could
vote once per day for their fa-
vorite finalist at coolestthing-
madeintn.com.

The 2026 Coolest Thing
Made in Tennessee was an-
nounced Wednesday, Sept. 30,
at the Tennessee Chamber’s
Manufacturing Excellence
Luncheon & Expo 9 am. in
Lebanon, Tennessee. Tickets
were available for purchase
on the Tennessee Chamber
website at https://tnchamber.
chambermaster.com/events/
details/manufacturing-excel-
lence-luncheon-expo-septem-
ber-30-2026-lebanon-tn-3129.

al bank can achieve national
capital market scale without
abandoning its local, relation-
ship-first core.

The bank hasused the “High-
Tech, High-Touch” model, in
that it secured J.D. Power’s No.
1 ranking for customer satis-
faction in the region by pairing
seamless digital banking tools
with local decision-makers
who sit across the table from
business owner.

state ‘Coolest Thing’ final four

Photo submitted
Photo of an owl on a mailbox
of a home in Farragut.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Tl

The 2026 Dave Landeo Tailgate for Alz-
heimer’s Tennessee was the biggest and best
yet. Held at Roger’s Place on Friday, Septem-
ber 18, on the eve of the UT vs. Kennesaw
State football game, hundreds of supporters
showed up to listen to music, enjoy delicious
food and drinks, bid on silent auction items
and support the organization that does so
much. With six different locations through-
out the state, Alzheimer’s Tennessee’s mission
is to serve those facing Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias, to promote brain
health through education, and to champion
global research, prevention and treatment

efforts. To learn more, call 888-326-9888 or

visit alztennessee.org
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Town of Farragut’s Artfest

Roughly 150 to 200 families, whose children came prepared to show their
artistic skills, attended Town of Farragut’s annual Artfest in Farragut
Community Center Saturday morning, Sept. 12.

Although the event was planned to be held outside, the morning’s rain
took it indoors.

“It seems to be going well,” Town Recreation and Event manager Rachel
Malone said. “This is the first time we held it in the morning instead of
the afternoon, so we’re happy with the crowd we have.”

Children painted on easels, made masks, decorated with stickers, de-
signed with Legos and more during the event.

Right: Norah Lazarian, 3, with mom Christina Lazarian

Volunteers, from left, Quinn Brackett, 3,
Sue-Ann Hansler, Cynthia Smith and Hayden Hasan with stickers

L

Brandt and Nicole Showalter with
daughters, Amelia, 2, and Evelynn, 4

Evelyn Brackett, 18 months

Sierra Lowrimore with son,
Elias, 3 with Legos

Josh and Melissa Vanacker with granddaughter Emma, 5, served by their
daughter, Gabbie, seated, a volunteer, and volunteer Lyn McConnell

Photos by Tammy Cheek

www.farragutpress.com

Ashlynn G.

Congratulations to Ashlynn for winning the Good Neighbor

S’wza’a%t are beller with W'/

KNOXVILLE

CHRISTIAN

CENTER

Where Everybody is Somebody,
and Jesus is Lord!

Pastor Barry &
Jm MW Dottie Culberson §

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:00 & 10:30 AM

818 N Cedar Bluff Rd.
(865) 690-0855
knoxvillechristianctr.org

Tune In To: 92.7FM/94.7FM
5:30 AM & 2:30 PM
Tune In To: 1240AM
5:30 9:30 & 11 AM; 9:30 PM

Character Award presented by Mansour Hasan, State Farm
Agent. This award recognizes students who exemplify out-

standing character traits. "Ashlynn is always looking for ways
to make others feel included and cared for," said her 1st grade
teacher, Mrs. Chait. “She helps her classmates when they
need it, encourages others, and uses kind words even when
someone is having a hard day. She always has a bright smile

"

and a positive attitude!

Mansour Hasan & StateFarm:

10811 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Bus: 865-690-7100 | mansour@myknoxvilleinsurance.com
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MORNING SHOW

Lady Ads win
big at LC

Bill Howard

Correspondent

It was exactly the kind
of performance a coach
wants to see as the post-
season looms.

Last Thursday, Sept.
24, on the road at Lenoir
City High School, Far-
ragut High School’s vol-
leyball team put in a
dominant performance,
sweeping the Lady Pan-
thers 3-0.

Only the third set was
competitive, as FHS won
25-10, 25-9, and 25-20, and
improved its Region 2,
District 4 record to 2-3.

Lady Admirals’ coach
Whitney Lee was pleased
not just with the win,
but that she was able to

empty her bench, and get
players valuable experi-
ence.

“We were more consis-
tent in sets one and two,
which I was happy with,”
said Lee. “Everyone
played this match and
that’s always fun to see,
since they’re putting in
the work every day.”

Farragut had long
scoring streaks in each
of the first two sets. The
third set was more bal-
anced.

Among the Lady Admi-
rals’ many contributors:

Sophomore middle
hitter Chloe Cole had
four Kkills and a block.
Sophomore outside hit-

See BIG on Page 2B

Photo courtesy of Ryan Mahoney
Farragut’s girls golf team placed second in the region
tournament, while junior Sophie Williams (middle with
plaque) is moving on to state as an individual.

Friends, teammates,
rivals for one spot

Jake Nichols

Jnichols@farragutpress.com

On Thursday, Oct.
8, Sophie  Williams
will make her second-
straight state tourna-
ment appearance at Se-
vierville Golf Club.

But to get there, the Far-
ragut junior had to navi-
gate a difficult process.

After tying senior
teammate Harper
Holmes with an 87 at the
regional tournament on
Monday, Sept. 28, Wil-
liams and Holmes faced

pelled Williams on to
state for another season,
but it kept Holmes from
reaching the same desti-
nation for the third con-
secutive year.

“They’re close friends
and neither one wanted
to do the playoff because
they knew it was two
girls fighting for one po-
sition,” Farragut coach
Ryan Mahoney said.
“They’re teammates and
friends, but you have to
only have one move on
for TSSAA rules.”

“T’ve never seen it be-

Email: darrell@wfiv.com - WFIV 105.3 - 865-218-5609

= Your favorite 70s
and 80's music

The

- Pete Michaels Traffic

- Local Information
and Weather

- Local Interviews

with ARRELL
105.3 WHY

900d TIMES. GreAt MUSIc. - Fox News

Jake Nichols

Farragut’s Brenton Haag (22) celebrates with teammate Max Hilton (1) looking on during the Admirals’

10-0 win over Bearden Friday, Sept. 25.

Ads sink Dawgs
In rivalry battle

Jake Nichols

Jnichols@farragutpress.com

Brenton Haag could not have scripted a better
moment to score his first touchdown inside Eddie
Courtney Stadium.

With five minutes, 20 seconds left in Farragut’s
annual region rivalry matchup with Bearden, the
junior tailback stretched across the goal line and
landed in the east end zone.

After a 20-yard field goal from Caleb Bell and an
interception from Easton Lear to put Farragut in
prime field position, Haag’s TD all but secured the
Admirals’ 10-0 victory on Friday, Sept. 25, in their

first victory of the 2026 season.

Shawn Raines’ interception of Bearden tailback
Paxton Parrott on the next drive put the game
away for good, and the ensuing victory formation
cued up a field-storming to celebrate the Ads’ sixth
win over the Dawgs in the last eight tries.

With the victory, FHS now leads the series 44-24.

“We knew it was going to be a four-quarter
war — that’s what this game always is,” Farra-
gut coach Geoff Courtney said amidst the chaos.
“There’s been times where they’ve been better
than us, times we’ve been much better than them,

See RIVALRY on Page 2B

Soccer Dawgs hold off Lady Ads

Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

Ava Upshaw raced
forward and delivered a

Except this time, it
landed in the padded
palms of Bearden fresh-
man keeper Fallyn Bak-
er, whose save and clean

and if we put that in, it
becomes a little more
interesting,”  Farragut
coach Jessica Burkhart
said moments later. “I

as Bearden, so we just
didn’t have enough play-
ers on the field on at all
times.

“It’s frustrating be-

off for the third and final fore in five years,” Ma- swift kick with her left sheet combined with feel like we were incon- cause we weren’t all on
individual spot available. honey added of the se- foot. three timely goalsina 3-0 sistent and didn’t have at the same time, but we
Williams sunk her quence that unfolded at In most circumstances, Bearden win last Thurs- everybody on at the also weren’t off by much.
putt for par, and Holmes Island Pointe Golf Club. the ball she just kicked day, Sept. 24. same time. That’s hard We still created some
made bogey. would have sailed clean- “That goalie made an to do when you're play-
The sequence pro- See SPOT on Page 2B ly into the net for agoal. = awesome save on Ava, ing a team as well-built See SOCCER on Page 2B

TATE INSURANCE GROUP presens

PLAYERS OF THE WEELK

| .
Lockin withTIG
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Riley Matz
QB/DB, Sr.

e
Braylen Gibbs
WR/DB, Jr.

Brenton Haag
RB/LB, Jr.

g
Seaton Moffett
QB, Jr.

Dasani Moulden
WR/DB, So.

Paxton Parrott
RBILB, Sr.

Matthew Rogers
RB, Jr.

6423 Deane Hill Drive ® 862.8233 * www.tateinsurancegroup.com ® scott@tateinsurancegroup.com
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Spot

From page 1B

“Obviously it’s not uncom-
mon, but it doesn’t happen ev-
ery day. Hardin Valley and us
both had two good teams, and
West and William Blount had
great players too. My heart
goes out to Harper. I hated to
see her season end this way.”

As a team, the Lady Ads fin-
ished second with a 174 that
included Olivia Coleman’s 88
as the third FHS score.

The Hardin Valley girls won
the region title with a 167, as
HVA’s Addisyn Newman was
the medalist with a 76.

HVA’s boys team fell short
of returning to the state tour-
nament, though Arjun Patel
medaled as well with a 70 fol-
lowed by Bearden’s William
Ibbotson with a 72. Ibbotson’s
score led a Bearden team that
won the boys team title, push-
ing the Dawgs on to the state
tournament for the first time
since 2024 and third time in
the last four years.

For Farragut, Will Feehan
and Bryce Coulter saw their
individual seasons end after
shooting 81 and 77, respectively.

“Those two boys, they have
been with me the last three
years,” Mahoney said. “They
are a good part of the reason
we’ve had 50-plus Kkids try out
every year. They’re great kids,
both had really good seasons.
It’s sad to see the senior year
end for both of them, but I'm
super proud of them. They
fought hard all day and we are
excited to se what the future
holds in their next chapter.”

The same sentiment can
be applied for Williams next
week at state and for her and
Coleman next season.

But for Holmes, the road ends
after a playoff that no one in
navy will likely want to relive.

“It’s so bittersweet,” Mahoney
said. “Sophie and Harper are re-
ally close and good friends. It’s
the whole range of emotions.
Super happy for Sophie, heart-
broken for Harper, but that’s
sports and that’s why we watch
them. You never know.”

Big
From page 1B
ter Megan Frana had 10 kills,
and sophomore middle hitter
Olivia Cope had six Kills along
with her two blocks.

Junior middle hitter Kath-
erine Cabaniss contributed
four Kkills. Sophomore setter

Soccer
From page 1B

things that, if the ball had
bounced our way a little more,
maybe the outcome is a little
different.”

As-is, though, Farragut
came into the final week of
the postseason still seeking its
first win over Bearden since
2017, per FHS SID Jack Tate.

The teams could meet in the
postseason, as they have four
times, though the Dawgs cur-
rently carry a 13-game win
streak in the series.

And in the latest edition,
BHS coach Ryan Radcliffe
looked for a youth movement
to carry the torch.

Rivalry
From page 1B

and it’s always come down to
the fourth quarter.

“Two 0-5 teams coming in
tonight, and look at this place.
Our crowd, their crowd, a big
game that’s important to both
communities. We knew we’d
have to continue to make plays
into the fourth quarter and
they continued to do that.”

Indeed Farragut did, over-
coming a rough start in the
process. FHS turned the ball
over on its first play from
scrimmage, one of two inter-
ceptions on the night.

But Bearden proved unable
to capitalize, as both teams
traded possessions throughout
the first half.

Finally, with 6:09 left in
the third quarter, Bell’s kick
broke the stalemate to cap a
12-play, 65-yard drive that was
aided by a Bulldog personal
foul penalty.

Photos courtesy
of Devin Driscoll

Emberly McNair was all over
the floor, getting five Kills, two
blocks and six digs to go along
with a team-tying high in as-
sists, with 13.

Junior setter Madelyn Mc-
Curry tied McNair with 13 as-
sists, and had six digs as well.

Freshman outside hitter
Emmy Walkup and junior out-

“They’ve got some horses,
some girls that are big and
strong and physical, and
we knew it was going to be a
challenge and would take a
lot out of us,” Radcliffe said.
“But that’s been our message
— that it’s not supposed to
be easy. It’s not like getting
out of our district or state
or anything ever is. You just
hope they know that it’s worth
it.”

“I was really proud of how
much youth we had on the
field,” he added. “That was
my concern for girls that
have never experienced this
game. To me, they reacted very
well.”

Most of the first half fea-

Self-inflicted wounds contin-
ued to hamper both teams into
the fourth quarter, as a Parrott
run was called back going into
the final frame.

Two plays later, Lear leaped
for the play of his freshman
year by snagging an Aidan
Thacker pass and return-
ing it 36 yards to the Bearden
34-yard-line.

The drive looked as if it
might fizzle out, but Elijah
Sadler turned a 3rd-and-11 into
a gain of 12 before Haag took
four of the next five carries.

The last one ended in a
game-icing score on what Haag
called “the best feeling I've had
as a football player.”

“He did not want to come
out of the game,” Courtney
added of Haag. “Our guys kept
wanting to run behind our of-
fensive line, and with three
seniors, those guys did a great
job. We needed to punch it in
and stretch out that lead, and
Brenton has been the bell cow

O

side hitter Madelyn Kupferer
combined for 13 digs, seven for
Walkup.

William Blount 3, Farragut 0

Two nights earlier at home,
FHS fell to the Lady Governors
3-0. The set scores were 27-25,
25-11, and 25-17.

“We came out flat in set two
and tried to battle back in the

tured a stalemate between the
squads, but junior Landree
Horner found the back of
the net through a mass of bod-
ies with 5:54 left in the first
half.

Kaitlyn Zalk scored the sec-
ond goal for Bearden with 21:43
to play, and a final score from
Bulldog senior Madi Bowlin
iced the win exactly 20 minutes
later.

“I think a lot of games, we’ve
been off with little things, still
creating a lot of chances,” Rad-
cliffe said.

Another big moment came
with a late whistle on the Lady
Ads, as Upshaw collided with
Baker and her Bearden team-
mate, Taylor Cope.

so he wanted it.”

Haag’s night ended with 17
carries for 43 yards and the
score, while Cruz Williams
took the ball as many times for
69 yards.

Bearden made one more
push, driving 68 yards to reach
the Admiral 5-yard-line.

But when Parrott rolled out
to pass on a trick play, Raines
made an interception to go
with his nine tackles. That tied
Dylan Parks for most on the
night.

“In position, doing their job,
playing with depth,” Court-
ney said of Raines and Lear
alike. “We got pressure on the
one, and that forced him into
throwing the ball underneath.
Our defense has made plays all
year.

“Everyone knows our sched-
ule, and we’ve been up against
some tall tasks and a lot of
those guys are undersized. We
were without Mason Swor to-
night too, and hopefully we’ll

r—

FOOTBAL

More fun with the 5th grade Admirals squad
during the 2026 youth football season.

R

-

5TH GRADE

third, but couldn’t pull it off,”
Lee said. FHS’s district record
after the match was 1-3.

Franaled in kills with 11. Ca-
baniss added seven Kkills, while
Walkup got six, along with two
aces.

McNair had another huge
match, with 13 assists and 10
digs. McCurry added 11 assists.

Burkhart noted the expla-
nation she received from the
official, who cited a push on
the Farragut side.

“Forrisk of not getting fined,
I would say that the ref told me
my girl pushed the other girl
in the back,” Burkhart said.
“From what I saw — well, we’ll
say she allegedly pushed the
girl in the back, so he called a
foul. I have to trust he saw it
better than me.”

The Lady Ads looked to
regroup this week, facing
Maryville on Tuesday, Sept.
29, in the regular-season finale.

The Lady Bulldogs took on
West at home that same night,
as Bearden hoped for a similar
result as last week.

get him back. Carter stepped
in tonight: Easton stepped in
some dime package stuff —
they just made plays.”

Conversely, the moment en-
capsulated a tough night for
a Bearden offense that
proved unable to reach the
end zone against Farragut’s
front.

“Our guys played their tail
ends off,” Dawgs coach Brad
Taylor said. “Just a couple
self-inflicted wounds offen-
sively, and we’ve got to fix
that. Really proud of a lot of
guys who played really hard;
we just have to be able to
get it into the end zone. Hats

off to Farragut — I know
that’s big for them, so
congratulations.”

Going forward, Bearden will
look to regroup against Oak
Ridge this week. Meanwhile,
Farragut has a quick turn-
around with a Rivalry Thurs-
day matchup against Hardin
Valley.

0 Jojo Jessee 12 Sailor Sheldon 33 Matthew Johnson
00 Thatcher Fowler 13 Caden Pearson 34 Landon Tucker
1 Patrick Stewart 14 Casen Campbell 37 Cruz Walters

2 Victor Delchini 15 Beckham Lear 43 Steven Emison
3 Charlie Clement 16 Camden Morton 44 Braden Knapper
4 Sawyer Elegante 17 Dre Shell 58 Reid Thomas

5 Drake Bruck 18 Ben Bowling 66 Nelson Rekers
6 Noah Bertini 21 Ezra Unger 68 Levi Haun

7 Wells Clinton 22 James Langlois 76 Zeke Oliphant

8 Lucas Klimkowski 23 Sullivan Overton 87 David Scanlin

9 Alex Kincer 24 Taylor Jackson 88 Thad Cowan

10 Ryder Driscoll 25 Declan Sparr 89 Wyatt Robinson

11 Cullen Mack 26 Liam Winter
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Tammy Cheek
Rotary Club of Farragut president Brian Walker, right, welcomes
Webb School of Knoxville president Dr. Ansel Sanders to speak
to Rotary Club of Farragut members in Fox Den Country Club
Wednesday, Sept. 9.

Webb School, Rotary
partners to prepare

BBQ and Bluegrass

Anchor Learning Center hosts outreach event

Anchor Learning Center students form a ring to learn square dancing in an activity at Anchor Learn-
ing Center’s recent annual BBQ and Bluegrass community outreach event.

future leaders

I Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

For 17 years, Rotary Club
of Farragut and Webb School
of Knoxville have been inter-
twined through Interact and
the Rotary Youth Exchange
Program.

Club members heard about
that connection and the school
from Webb’s president, Dr. An-
sel Sanders, during the club’s
meeting in Fox Den Country
Club Wednesday, Sept. 9.

“We're really indebted to Ro-
tary, and more specifically, Ro-
tary Club of Farragut for your
partnership,” Sanders said.

The connection started with
the 2009 formation of Interact,
a high school-level service club,
which is connected to Rotary
Club, for students between the
ages of 12 and 18, at Webb.

That partnership continued
with Rotary Youth Exchange
Program, which provides in-
bound students from other

countries to attend the school.

This year, its inbound stu-
dent from France is attend-
ing Webb entirely tuition free,
RCF member Bill Nichols said.

“She went to her first foot-
ball game last Friday night
and was stunned and excited
at the same time,” Sanders ob-
served.

For the past several years,
[Nichols is] really our liaison
from your Rotary Club to the
school,” Sanders said. “And
that partnership, for us, is re-
ally, really important and it’s
really meaningful.

“Bill helps us facilitate some
of our exchange student op-
portunities that we have at the
school,” he said.

In addition to Nichols, Sand-
ers praised club members
Jonathan Johnson and Larry
Sheumaker for their support
to the school and Liz Gregor,
a long-time Webb faculty ad-

See WEBB, ROTARY on Page 6B

I Tammy Cheek
tcheek@farragutpress.com

Anchor Learning Center’s
recent held its annual BBQ
and Bluegrass community
outreach event at 1672 Harbor
Crest Way Sunday, Sept. 20.

Attendees enjoyed food,
bluegrass music by Cannon
Creek, games and student-on-
ly worship time.

“Rich and Nina Leven-
son donate their barn venue
each year for the event,” said
Sherry Shope, Anchor Learn-
ing Center executive director.
“The event is held to bring to-
gether students, parents, sup-
porters and volunteers of the
organization for fun and fel-
lowship.

“We teach three blocks per
day of Old Testament classes
in the fall and three classes of
New Testament in the spring
to Farragut High School stu-
dents for elective credit, made
legal by parental permis-
sion, conducted off campus
and without any government
funds,” Shope said. “This

event gives all of the students
an opportunity to hang out to-
gether with each other, former
students of the program and
prospective students.”

Shope said the center was
started with a goal of provid-
ing “released time” religious
instruction for Farragut High
School students who meet at
Faith Promise Church in Far-

Photos submitted
Hallie Johnson, left, and Morgan Draper register attendees.

ragut. ALC consists of three
staff members and a board of
nine parents and leaders in the
Farragut community that rep-
resents five churches.

Any FHS student interested
in taking a class as an elective
must have his or her parents’
permission. For more informa-
tion, visit info@alcfarragut.
com

Farragut Harvest Festival returning this October
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Courtesy of Shop Farragut/Farragut Business Alliance
The annual Farragut Harvest Festival will be held Sunday, Oct. 25.
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On Sunday, Oct. 25, Shop
Farragut and the Farragut
Business Alliance will wel-
come people to the Village
Green Shopping Center for the
annual Farragut Harvest Fes-
tival. The event is set to run
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

More than 30 vendors are
scheduled to be on hand with
space available for approxi-
mately five more, according
to Shop Farragut executive
director Ashley Lynch. She
noted First Century as the
presenting sponsor, along
with Town of Farragut, Lee

Company and Grayson BMW
as well.

Trick or treating options
will be available for children,
and there will be a costume
contest with judging at 2 p.m.
and 4 p.m. that day. Also, live
music will be on hand, and
vendor shopping will be avail-
able as well.

The Sherry’s German Street
Food truck will be in atten-
dance, as will That Pour Thing
with plenty of offerings.

The German food truck of-
fers everything from meat
dishes to pretzels and des-
serts while That Pour Thing
includes custom drink fusions
with creamy twists, along with

popcorn and apple slices with
drizzles and toppings, too.

Alcohol will be available at
the Water into Wine tent, and
people can find goodies from
ShopFarragut and others
there, too.

For Lynch, this event is a bit
different than Dog Daze, which
she undertook this summer as
part of her first year as the ex-
ecutive director.

“It’s a lot more simple,” she
said. “Dog Daze is three days,
and this is just one, but still the
same action-packed fun. It’s
going to be a great time and a
great way to participate in the
community.”

lwstart Oct. 25
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LOUDON COUNTY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

DISCOVEE

LOUDON COUNTY

presents

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Loudon County Chamber
of Commerce members heard
how they can use artificial in-
telligence, or Al, to assist in
their daily business when the
Chamber held its Breakfast
Academy at Lenoir City Utili-
ties Board in Lenoir City Tues-
day, Sept. 15, featuring Todd
Mayberry, senior regional con-
sultant with Tanasi Studio.

Presented by Wamplers
Farm Sausage, the seminar
was Part 2 of LCCC’s Al series,
in which Mayberry shared
how one can develop ideas
with AI, how to challenge as-
sumptions and how to check
the evidence.

“In December of 2025, my
world changed completely,”
Mayberry recalled. “I'd been
working in venture-backed
software for 20 years with
developers and designers all
over the world ... then all
of a sudden, AI small teams
did the work that once required
larger teams, and we had to re-
think our entire operations.

“What happened, a month
before, is Anthropic had re-
leased a new model, and it had
scored higher than any human

candidate on the performance
engineering hiring exam,” he
recalled. “There was extreme
capabilities on the coding side

With the recent models
that have come out lately, the
ceilings are starting to reach
in all other sectors of knowl-
edge.”

So, “what we realized is we
could build faster, but we still
had to make sure that we were
solving the right problem,”
Mayberry said.

“Has anybody been on a
project or started up a com-
pany that probably was not
around in a year or two years?
Maybe, it was because it wasn’t
researched,” he said.

As people test theories
and assumptions, Mayberry
warned AI can absorb them
with information bias and “we
forget we are making all these
assumptions.”

To avoid confirmation that
“you’re on the right path” from
Al he said one has to ask is the
idea “good for what?

“What are the outcomes
that we’re looking for ... prof-
its, steadier revenues, reten-
tion?” Mayberry added. “Then,
we also have to think under

See Al on Page 5B

Tammy Cheek

Christy Fitzgerald, right, Director of Membership with Loudon County Chamber of Commerce, wel-
comed Todd Mayberry, Senior Regional Consultant with Tanasi Studio, to speak to Chamber mem-
bers about how to “pressure test” artificial intelligence as part of LCCC’s Breakfast Academy,
which took place in Lenoir City Utilities Board offices in Lenoir City Tuesday, Sept. 15.

Teams tee off for Chamber tournament

Christy Fitzgerald

Contributor

The greens at Avalon Golf &
Country Club buzzed with en-
ergy Thursday, Sept. 24, as the
Loudon County Chamber of
Commerce successfully hosted
its annual golf tournament.

Our entire Chamber team
is absolutely thrilled to bring
this staple event back to life
each year alongside our pre-
senting sponsor, Lenoir City
Utilities Board, as it serves
as our premier opportunity
to connect, unwind and build
relationships outside the tra-
ditional office setting. This
annual event has grown to
become a cornerstone tradi-
tion for Loudon County’s local
business community.

This year’s activities fea-
tured fierce competition on
the course, including the
popular long driver opportu-
nity and our Young Profes-
sionals putting contest. All the
money raised from these
special contests goes directly
to support the high school
golf teams in our county:
Greenback, Lenoir City and
Loudon.

These crucial dollars will
help fund the golf activities of
all three schools and ensure
they have the assets they need
to compete and succeed.

Meanwhile, general funds
raised through team registra-
tions and hole sponsorships go
back into financing the Cham-
ber’s community programs
and local economic develop-
ment initiatives.

The tournament followed its
traditional four-person scram-
ble format, allowing players of
all skill levels to contribute to
their team’s success. This year,
the course saw an incredible
turnout with 26 teams taking
over the fairways. With four
players on each team, a total of
104 golfers participated in (the
Sept. 24) tournament. Thanks

Photos Tammy Cheek

Top: Shannon York, left, and Gary Gable, on the TVA Employees
Credit Union team, get ready to head off to play in the Loudon
County Chamber of Commerce golf tournament Thursday, Sept.
24, at Avalon Golf & Country Club in Lenoir City. Above: Tim Jack-
son, front, and Luke Chandler of Perimeter Roofing head to the
Avalon Golf & Country Club links to compete in Loudon County
Chamber of Commerce’s annual golf tournament.

to an outpouring of communi-
ty support, this year’s turnout
represents the same number
of teams and players as last
year’s event, matching our pre-
vious high mark of 26 teams
and 104 golfers.

The competition was tight
at the top of the leaderboard,
but a few teams managed to
separate themselves from the
field. Taking home first place

was Outlaw Trailers, followed
by Peoples Bank in second
place and Kimberly-Clark se-
curing third place. We want to
extend a massive thank you to
our winning teams, our pre-
senting sponsor LCUB, our
title sponsor Perimeter Roof-
ing and all the local businesses
that have stepped up to make
this year our most successful
outing yet.

Second Harvest Jake Nichals

Second Harvest’s Chief Development Officer Kristi Rule speaks
to a guest during a networking and September kickoff event on
Thursday, Aug. 27.

Busmess After Hours

Above: Loudon County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Rodney Grugin, left, and Mike
Pope, Owner of Pope’s Gar-
den Center, mingle during the
Chamber’'s  Business After
Hours networking hosted at
Pope’s Garden Center, 8995
U.S. Highway 11, Lenoir City,
on Tuesday, Sept. 8. Left:
Loudon County Chamber of
Commerce ambassadors, April
Ray, Covenant Health, and Dan-
iel Vesco, Centriworks, greet
Chamber members.

For more information about the Loudon County Chamber of Commerce, please visit loudoncountychamberofcommerce.com or call 865.458.2067
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Al

From page 4B

what conditions.

“Lastly, what would count as
success?” he asked.

“What I found with the
Al models is they're very good
when you tell them where
you want to be — what my
definition of success is,”
Mayberry said. “If you don’t

do that, sometimes [AI]
assumes things and will
move you in the wrong
direction.

“So we need to ask Al to
judge an idea as we tell it what
we are trying to accomplish,”
he said. “There are some

frameworks that can help us
with this.”

Mayberry recommended one
framework, called CRIT, which
is based on the steps of Con-
text, Role Interview, Task and
that “helps us define that suc-
cess before asking for the solu-
tion,” he said.

With context, he explained
one has to give Al context, “so
when you’re starting a new
chat, maybe fill it out a little
more so Al knows what your
project is about.”

With Role, Mayberry
said, “you can actually tell
your Al agent to take on a
certain perspective, a certain
persona,” such as acting as a

business advisor or as the dev-
il’s advocate.”

With Interview, he said,
“You get the AI to ask you
questions, one at a time, to fill
in those blanks. This helps you
get rid of those assumptions.”
While interviewing, Mayberry
suggested using transcription
software, such as Whisper
Flow.

Then after you’ve done
those three things, he said you
could set it up for the Task,
in which give AI an
assignment.

He said that formula could
help you think through an idea
and pressure test it.

Grand re-opening

Tammy Cheek
ORNL Federal Credit Union branch manager Caren Salazar (with
scissors) prepares to cut the ribbon to celebrate its grand re-
opening on its newly remodeled location, 2859 Highway 72,
Loudon, on Sept. 9.
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Joyce Beasley Warnick
McConnell, who was devoted
to her family and known for
her kindness to all and good-
ness in all circumstances,
died on September 14, 2026,
in Knoxville, Tennessee. She
was 93.

Joyce was a beloved wife,
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, daughter, sister,
aunt, and friend. She was a
“people person” whose radi-
ant smile enchanted children
and welcomed adults. While
she loved to “visit” with oth-
ers, she talked less about her-
self and inquired more about
the lives of the people she was
with. That was just her nature.

Born in West Tennessee on
Dec. 23,1932, during the depths
of the Great Depression, Joyce
was the third oldest of eight
children to Marvin and Bethel
Beasley and grew up on their
small farm in Henry County.
It was a hardscrabble life, and
she contributed daily by milk-
ing cows, churning butter,
making biscuits, and caring
for younger siblings.

At age 12, she began working
at her uncle’s small grocery
store in McKenzie, making $3
a day when she wasn’'t at
school. During her teenage
years, she saved enough to buy
her parents their first refriger-
ator, a bicycle for her younger
brothers, and a used car for
her family. Hard work and gen-
erosity were among her many
virtues.

Joyce graduated with the
Class of 1950 from McKenzie
High School in Carroll County.

Her beautiful smile served
her well, flashing it one day at

Webb, Rotary
From page 3B

visor, for also facilitating the
youth exchange program at
the school.

Webb School is an indepen-
dent, private, college prepara-
tory school off Dutchtown Road.

Third-generation educator
Robert Webb founded Webb
School of Knoxville as a high
school in 1955 with four stu-
dents in the basement of Se-
quoyah Presbyterian Church.
At the end of that year, there
were 11 students. Today,
there are 1,065 students in pre-
kindergarten through 12th
grade and faculty and staff
of 120.

In 1956, the school was
moved to the old Staub School
site in downtown Knoxville,
where the University of Ten-
nessee Aquatic Center cur-
rently is located. Then, it was
moved to its current location
in 1959, related Sanders, who
came to Webb in 2023.

The middle school was
added in 1974, and the lower
school was included in 1998.

1) CHRIS

P
12915 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934

3 865-671-1885
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Obituary

a group of people walking into
the Dixie Coffee Cup in McKen-
zie. Tommie Warnick, a young

seminary student, thought
Joyce was smiling just at him.
He con-
vinced “the

girl with the
smile” to go
on a date,
and they
married on
Aug. 23, 1954.

The couple [
had two chil-
dren, Bruce
and Marta,
and created a warm and lov-
ing home for them as Tom pas-
tored Cumberland Presbyteri-
an churches in Bradford, Oak
Ridge, and Murfreesboro.

In 1975, the family moved to
Memphis after Tom was elect-
ed Stated Clerk of the General
Assembly of the Cumberland
Presbyterian  denomination.
For more than a decade, Joyce
served as assistant manager of
the denomination’s Christian
education bookstore.

After 42 years of marriage,
when Tom died, Joyce moved
closer to family in Knoxville.
In 1999, she married Don Mc-
Connell, a widower and retired
Army chaplain and lieutenant
colonel. Together, they en-
joyed family life, RV trips, and
a Peekapoo pup named Missy
until Don’s death in 2021.

Joyce loved music and gar-
dening and was active in
church. Children were natu-
rally drawn to her and, in addi-
tion to working as a preschool
teacher for a time, she taught
many children’s Sunday school
classes through the years.

The pre-kindergarten section
was added in 2016.

The school’s motto is “lead-
ers, not ordinary people,”
Sanders said.

At Webb, it’s about “how
over what,” meaning “stu-
dents learn how to think, not
what to think,” he said.

Since its founding, Webb
School has stood by its honor
code, which he said is “central

Joyce is survived by her chil-
dren Bruce (Karen) Warnick,
of Knoxville, and Marta (Bill)
Aldrich, of Franklin; grand-
children Matthew (Juanita)
Warnick, Courtney (Matthew)
Lawson, Ben (Moriah) War-
nick and Michael (Alison)
Aldrich; stepchildren Roger
(Lori) McConnell and Jeff
(Emily) McConnell; four step-
grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; and a host of
nieces and nephews.

In addition to losing her par-
ents and husbands, she was
preceded in death by six broth-
ers: Robert, Allen, Wray, Mor-
ris, Phillip, and Kenneth Bea-
sley, all of McKenzie; a sister,
Sue Barker, of Lowell, Indiana;
and stepdaughter Sara McCo-
nnell, of Richmond, Va.

Joyce’s funeral was set for 3
p.m. Eastern Time on Friday,
Sept. 18, at the Farragut Cha-
pel of Click Funeral Home in
Knoxville, preceded by visita-
tion at 2 p.m. The following
day, a brief graveside service
was held at 12 p.m. Central
Time at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
McKenzie, Tennessee, where
Joyce was buried beside her
husband Tommie.

In lieu of flowers, the family
welcomes memorials to Joyce’s
favorite charity: the T.V. War-
nick Endowment Fund to
train ministers. (Make checks
out to Board of Stewardship
and write T.V. Warnick En-
dowment Fund on the memo
line. Mail to the Cumberland
Presbyterian Center, Board of
Stewardship, 8207 Traditional
Place, Cordova, TN 38016.)

“No act of kindness, no mat-
ter how small, is ever wasted.”

to our culture.” Students for-
mally sign the code, promising
“not to lie, cheat or steal or tol-
erate those who do.”

“If you visit the school, you
will notice the lockers don’t
have locks,” Sanders said.
Books and laptops are left un-
attended. It’s because of the
community of trust that ex-
ists. You trust the person next
to you and they trust you.”
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Home Repair & Remoneunc Go., Inc.

Licensed, Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic:#00007016

A business built on hard work.

A reputation built on quality.

All Work Guaranteed!
Over 30 Years Experience
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Saint John

Neumann

prepares for Harvesting
for Him fall festival

Tammy Cheek

tcheek@farragutpress.com

Saint John Neumann Catho-
lic Church and School wel-
come the community to its
annual Mustang Miler 5K and
Fun Run and its Harvesting
for Him fall festival.

The Mustang Miler 5K and
Fun Run will take place from
8 to 11 a.m., Saturday, Oct.
17, at the school, 625 St. John
Court.

“The 5K will start and fin-
ish at the St. John Neumann
Catholic School and Church
property and will use the
Grigsby Chapel Greenway,
where participants will run
east on the greenway and then
turn around at the trailhead
at the Park and Ride lot at the
west end of Campbell Lakes

Drive to return to the start,”
Town Community Develop-
ment director Mark Shipley
told Farragut Board of May-
or and Aldermen Thursday,
Sept. 24.

“This is the same course
that has been used previously
and officers will be stationed
at major road crossings,” he
said, adding the event is antic-
ipated to have about 75 adults
and 50 children participating
and about 150 spectators.

The Mustang Miler will be
followed by the fall festival
Sunday, Oct. 18 at the church
and school.

Sponsored by NerdsToGo
Knoxville, Adkisson & Roth
Commetic and Family Dentist-
ry, the free event offers games,
a cake walk, food trucks, bev-
erages and other features.

Press Planner

+ The Salvation Army of
Knoxville has opened registra-
tion for its annual Angel Tree
and Silver Bells programs, pro-
viding Christmas assistance to
children and seniors in need
throughout Knox County. Reg-
istration is being held through
Friday, Oct. 2, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at The Salvation Army
Knoxville, 409 N. Broadway
St. Evening hours also will be
available Wednesday, Sept. 30.
The Angel Tree program pro-
vides Christmas assistance for
children ages 0-12, while Sil-
ver Bells serves seniors ages 55
and older. Complete registra-
tion information is available at
SalvationArmyKnoxville.org

+ The Senior Community
Service Employment Program
(SCSEP) will host a bi-annual
Senior Job Fair featuring pro-
spective employers and ven-
dors seeking to hire adults
55 and older for part-time
and full-time employment on

Thursday, Oct 8, 10 a.m. to 12
p.m., at O’Connor Senior Cen-
ter, 611 Winona St., 37917. Job
Fair attendees can explore job
opportunities in the fields of
retail, administrative, service
industry, home health care,
hospitality and more. Job
seekers should bring copies of
their resume and be prepared
to fill out job applications.

« Knoxville Bar Association
and Legal Aid of East Tennes-
see are offering a free Legal
Advice Clinic on Oct. 14 at the
Knox County Public Defend-
er’'s Community Law Office,
1101 Liberty St. Veterans seek-
ing legal help are encouraged
to attend from noon to 2 p.m.
Veterans who are not able to
attend in person may use the
telephone clinic option. Pre-
registration is required for
telephone clinic and veterans
are asked to call Legal Aid of
East Tennessee at 865-637-0484
to preregister.
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Broadway Chapel
1421 N. Broadway
523-2121

MORTU

With compassion and comfort, we have been proudly
serving the families of this community since 1884.

Mann Heritage Chapel

wwu. 7'05677107’1’%617’)/. conm

Robert Starkey, Kent Marcum, Frank Davis,
Keith Richards, William Martin, A.H. Pickle

Y

6200 Kingston Pike
588-8578

A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS

Linda at 865-218-8881

Worship Times
9:30 am

and
11:00 am

For more information go to
www.christcov.org

CONCORDE

& uNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

11020 Roane Drive
Sunday
Worship Services

& Traditional & Contemporary Worship ‘

il 9:00and 11:00 AM | Concurrently
All Worship Services on-site and online.
Nursery available for both services.

= 11:00 AM Kids Church (K-5th) (5

ConcordUnited.org
Watch our services on
Youtube.com/ConcordUnited

Union Cumberland

Presbyterian Church

“A Place to Call Home”

Sunday Worship* 11AM
Sunday School #9:45 — 10:45AM
Bible Studies Monday 10:30AM

Wednesday “Half-Time” Dinner 6PM [

Bible Study - All Ages* 6:45PM
*Nursery Available
400 Everett Road, Farragut
www.UnionCPChurch.com
865-966-9040

=
s

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM

Sunday Worship 10:30 AM
Nursery & Children’s Worship Provided

Weekday Preschool - Monday-Thursday

-.fqrr

S s CHURCH ™ CHRIST

136 Smith Rd. « 865-966-5025 - farragutchurch.org

FARRAGUT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

“Praising God, Serving Others,
Growing in Faith”

Family Friendly
Casual Worship
9 a.m.
With a children’s program
for ages 3 and up.
Traditional Sunday Worship
11 a.m.
Livestreams at fpctn.org
Loving Nursery from
birth to age 3 at both services

209 Jamestowne Blvd.

ol Located behind Village Green Shopping Ctr.
(865)966-9547 « fpctn.org

Wednesday Bible Study 7 to 8 p.m.|

—— i
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FAITH

to place your ad

TPFIRST ‘
FARRAGUT

Worship Service
Sundays at 10:30 AM
ffumc.org/events

12733 Kingston Pike
B65-966-8430 & www flumc.ong E

LUTHERAN CHURCH
225 Jamestowne Blvd.
Farragut 966-9626
SunNDAY WORSHIP
9am. & 11:11 a.m.

]

( )
NEW COVENANT

www.faithloves.org

@TWO RIVERS

SATURDAY | 5:30P
SUNDAY | 9:30 & 11:00A

MID-WEEK TIMES

WEDNESDAY | 6:30-8:30P
Middle School Ministry
High School Ministry =
The WELL (Prayer & Worship) ..;

i AT T Hﬂiﬂ-'."ﬂ' (A

BAPTIST CHURCH

Fredrick E. Brabson, Sr., Senior Pastor

Worship Complex
10319 Starkey Lane
Knoxville, TN 37932

Contact Information

Church: (865) 671-3370
Fax: (865) 966-2072
Email: newcovenant@newcovenantbc.com
Website: www.newcovenantbc.com

Weekly In-Person Services
Sun: Family Bible Hour (9:30 AM)
Sun: Worship Service (11:00 AM)

Recorded Services

On ZOOM
Wed: Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (6:45 PM)
Wed: Cultivate (7:00 PM)

JURTAY. NI T

e

AFINN

==

“Winning Souls and
Changing Lives
for Jesus Christ
is a Total Family =

Ministry” =
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Classified Advertising Rates

Line Ads

Private Party 15 words *47 /4 weeks
Commercial 25 words *57 /4 weeks
Each additional word 25¢ per week

Display Ads
$12.00 per column inch

Classified Advertising
Deadlines
Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Classified Payments

Payments may be made by cash,
check or credit card. Prepayment is
required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

e B

service directory

miscellaneous services

Service Directory
Advertising Rates

1 Block
2 Block..
3 Block..
4 Block..
6 Block..
8 Block

Spot color *5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

To place an ad in the
farragutpress
Service Directory, contact
Linda at 865-218-8881

classifieds

306 PETS FOR SALE 000 LEGALS

We will not knowingly accept any advertising for

AKC Golden Retriever Puppies
ready now! Healthy beautiful
puppies from DNA tested par-
ents. First shots, vet checked,
dewormed regularly. $1,200-
Knoxville, TN. Visit our website
for photos: www.elysianfamily-
ranch.com. For more informa-
tion Call 575-751-1089.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All
real estate advertised herein is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human
Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination because
of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial
status, or national origin, or intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”

Passed by Ordinance 26-10

real estate which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised are available on an equal opportunity basis.”

Service Directory
Payments

To place your
ad in the
farragutpress

classifieds
please call
(865) 675-6397

farragut

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive

LEGAL NOTICE

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Farragut, at
its meeting on September 24, 2026, adopted the following
ordinances on second and final reading:

e Ordinance 26-17, on second reading, amending the Fiscal
Year 2026-2027 Capital Investment Program Fund Budget

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodations due to
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting

Payments may be made by
cash, check or credit card.
Prepayment is required on
all classified advertising.
These Cards Gladly Accepted:

- e B
Service Directory
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

BUILDINGS and
FENCES by ...

BROWN'S

Contractor LC # 00049769
423-235-7400
800-249-6274

www.brownscustomfencing.com

WE
BUY
HOUSES

865-444-8804

@ |farragut

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ON
PROPOSED CODE OF ORDINANCES

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on the adoption
of municipal code of ordinances will be held by the Board
of Mayor & Aldermen of the Town of Farragut, Tennessee, at
6:00 p.m. on the 8th day of October 2026, at the Farragut
Town Hall, 11408 Municipal Center Drive, Farragut, TN
37934, to hear citizen comments on the following ordi-
nances:

1. Ordinance 26-17, on second reading, amending the
Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Capital Investment Program Fund
Budget Passed by Ordinance 26-10

A copy of the proposed code of ordinances is available
online at www.townoffarragut.org or the recorder’s office for
anyone who desires to examine it in advance of the hearing.

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodation due to

disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

DEEP CLEAN - SANITIZE - REPAIR & SERVICE - GRILL POLISH
— Professional BBQ Grill Cleaning

We'll handle the grill cleanup so you
can enjoy more time with family
Protect your investment
Book a Cleaning NOW and receive a
FREE GRILL INSPECTION!

e EE S

865-407-2269

Bar-b-clean.com/Knoxville

home repair & improvement

GET READY FOR FALL

MAKE APPOINTMENTS TODAY!
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING
PRESSURE WASHING
Honest - Reliable -
Neat & Clean

Licensed & Insured | REFERENCES

Howard Mitchell

PAINTING & DRYWALL

865-202-8350

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Cross Home Repairs Off Your List
= Licensed & Insured = 5% Rated
= 20+ Years Experience
= No Job Too Small

Call Or Text 865-973-9798
FREE Estimates

TN HI License #13152

www.westknoxhandyman.com

Do you have a
unique business
or service?

Advertise in the
farragutpress
service directory!

Call Linda at
865-218-8881

Let us remodel
your bathroom!

Enjoy a bathroom
for your lifestyle

Tek

BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

865-368-2869

Licensed & Insured

City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”,
2013-2025

RANDY THE PAINTER
RRIEE

ESiHIIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Book now, & SAVE BIG
for.the holidays!

30% Off

Interiors & Exteriors Painting

Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood

Repair & Soft Roof Washing

We Paint Vinyl Siding

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Alllnterior. Painting
* %k k% 5 star Google Reviews Through February 2027

] Licensed & Insured ¢ 46 Yrs Experience

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

M H We do Home Improvement
I g"lm Projects in addition to:
1 Painting

e Interior/Exterior Painting
e Pressure Washing
Local & Family Owned
Repaint Specialists

e Staining

e Drywall & Carpentry
Residential & Commercial
Serving Farragut & the Knoxville

FREE ESTIMATES 865-291-8434
area for over 30 years P - .
Licensed » Bonded & Insured www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com

. L, Major credit cards & onling payments accepted &
We take the Pain Out of painting! ~ Home Improvement License #291843 55

'y Work,
(865) 324 -0123 & Lasting Results

riversonspainting@gmail.com
riversonspainting.com
Farragut, Knoxville, Maryville, TN
LICENSED & INSURED

25+ years Professional Experience

fer mite & Pe St Pest Control s
@ = Termite Control
tl S - Mosquito Control
. - = Wildlife Removal- —
ontrol Service -
Locally Owned & Operated U Pre-Constructlon

Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly

Residential & Commercial —

I 130

VBt

Serving East Tennessee
for over 50 years!

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture
CALL TODAY

865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net

Mention this ad for
25% off first
monthly or
quarterly pest
control service.

Visit us on Facebook [

Juta,

» Rathronm Remesdeling
Aging Safely and Happily at Home * Kitchen Improvements
* Redioom Enhanoermenits
Kncxvilleaginginplace.com (86506371735 | nusehold Upgrades

Licensed Bonded Insured

Showroom Mow Open!
320 Nancy Lynn Ln, Suite 9, Knoxville, TN 37919

(7~ KNOXVILLE

AGING IM PLACE. INC

= Ramps - Own or rent

lawn

and

land-
scaping

S

BOOK NOW
LEAF REMOVAL
BUSH/HOGGING

Fall & Winter Cleanup
e Pruning
e Mowing e Mulch

Delivery Available

CALL TODAY

Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695

Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

© sca0

THE HEAVY HITTER

MULTIPLE
STUMPS

ANY SIZE
STUMP

f 869-801-4239

FATHER & SON LAWN CARE

= A Complete Lawn Service
‘We Specialize in Mowing Large Properties ) 3
and Quality Lawn Maintenance
.__' . Make Appointments NOW For Fall -
- AERATION A

We provide our aeration services with our
own commercial ride-on aeration equipment

« Slit Seeding * Over Seeding e Fertilizing
Licensed & Insured

Call Robin 865-705-3856 » Blake 865-963-8351
CONCRETE WORLD

"“Concrete Plus”

Decorative = Stamp - Driveways
Footers = Sidewalks = Slabs
Patios - Pavers
Serving Knox County Area

R ]

Free Quotes = Senior Discounts
References Available

Dwayne Springfield
(865) 203-5675

hih

Residential & Commercial Landscape Design
£ DESIGN ¥ INSTALL # MAINTAIN

= Custom Landscaping & Beds

» Professional Installation

» Plenls, Shoebes, Flowers, Trees

= Biver Reock, Hulch, Pinestras

» 5o, Seed & Pestoration

« utdoor Lighting Systems

« rrigadion & Drasn Sysiems

» Pavers, Walkways, Retaining Walls

= Patioss, Fine Fits, Hallbsox Areas

«» Parking Areas & Entrance Weys

» Bed Refreshing, Weeding, Pruning

= Seasonal Cleanup & mane, just ask!
Prosally wiaing Db diumsele comemenidyy snce 1FFT

DREAM GARDENS INC.

Reed Strozier - 865-258-1844
DecambardensBEtcom | Reed®OreambardensifS.com

Tronsform your outdoor
spoce, dreams come true!

Licensad, Bonded & inswred in TH.

TWO MACHINES.
ONE GOAL.

"gc362 @

THE ACCESS MACHINE

CLEANUP
AVAILABLE

GROUND & GONE.

FAST FREE
ESTIMATES

BACKYARD
AGCESS

ROOT FLARLC
GRINDING

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our ad-
vertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inappropriate or unacceptable by our company standards.
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Your Community

HOW THE WEST WAS WON SCOREBOARD

farragutpress

Your Newspaper Since 1988

School

Christian Academy of Knoxville
Knoxville Catholic High School
Hardin Valley Academy
Concord Christian School
Farragut High School

Webb School of Knoxville
Bearden High School

Win-Loss
6-0
5-1
4-2
3-3
1-5
0-6
0-6

Points for Game
35-32 W
20-17 W
45-20 L
47-171
10-0 W
35-32 L

10-0L

Net Difference
+186
+8
+114
-19
-157
-101
-198

Clutch plays, comebacks highlight Week 6

Jake Nichols
Jnichols@farragutpress.com

A Hail Mary victory, a key ri-
valry win and a 17-point come-
back.

All that and more took place
in a wild Week 6 across the
Farragut and west Knoxville
high school football landscape.

And oddly enough, the most
exciting finish did not even
come in the state of Tennessee.

On Friday, Sept. 25, the
Knoxville Catholic Fighting
Irish made the four-hour trip
south to the home of the SEC
baseball tournament, Hoover
Metropolitan Complex.

And after winning three of
their first four games by one
possession in the final mo-
ments, the Irish weren’'t about
to let another golden opportu-
nity slip away.

Trailing the home-squad
Buccaneers 17-14 with two sec-
onds left on the clock, senior
QB Mack Bartholomew un-
corked a 30-yard rainbow of a
pass.

Waiting at the end of it was
Alabama commitment Braylen
Gibbs, a junior wide receiver
for Catholic, who out-leaped
the defenders for a Hail Mary
catch that gave the visitors
a 20-17 victory in the Yellow-
hammer State.

“Braylen is a 6-foot-3 kid,
and we had a bunch of tall guys
down there deep enough,”
Irish coach Philip Shadowens
said that night. “Mack threw
it up and he made a play. He
found a way to make one. We
tell our Kkids to fight until the
last second, and it’s validat-
ing for them that you have a
chance until the last second
ticks off the clock. Just an un-
believable play.”

Oddly enough, Gibbs is not
the first Shadowens receiver
to make a stunning last-sec-
ond catch. At Blackman High
in Murfreesboro, Shadowens
coached former Tennessee
wide receiver Jauan Jennings,
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Jake Nichols/ Photo courtesy of HT Productions
After falling behind 17-0, the Christian Academy of Knoxville War-
riors stormed back to beat Webb School of Knoxville last week-
end at CAK. Catholic’s Braylen Gibbs (3) caught a Hail Mary
pass from Mack Bartholomew to give the Irish a 20-17 win over
Hoover High School at the Hoover Metropolitan Complex Friday,
Sept. 25, in Hoover, Alabama.

who made a similar grab to
beat Georgia in 2016.

The catch marked Gibbs’ sec-
ond touchdown of the game,
and it put Catholic back in
the win column after a loss to
Montgomery Bell Academy the
previous week.

“It was great to find a way to
win that and be 5-1,” Shadow-
ens said. “This trip was some-
thing special for the kids for
their high school careers, and
to find a way to win that game
makes it even sweeter. Great
players have come through
there and it was something
they’ll never forget. That’s
what high school football is all
about.”

A similar sentiment can be
offered for Chad Speck’s Chris-
tian Academy of Knoxville
(CAK) Warriors, who stormed
back from a 17-0 deficit against

Webb School of Knoxville for a
35-32 win. The final sequence
came down to the last two min-
utes, as the CAK defense made
a stop before driving down for a
Seaton Moffett touchdown with
1.8 seconds left on the clock.
Moffett went 14-for-28
through the air for 103 yards and
a score, but he added 13 carries
for 75 yards and two rushing
touchdowns with a touchdown
reception from Isaac Kannah'’s
throw. Speaking of Kannah, he
added 20 carries for 186 yards
and a touchdown along with
two catches for 24 yards. Defen-
sively, Marvin Wyrosdick had
21 tackles and Sawyer Ander-
son totaled 13 for CAK.
“Seaton and Isaac, they made
a lot of things happen and gave
us a chance to punch it in,”
Speck said Friday. “Seaton
showed a lot of toughness and

4

Wash your car again and again! Visit our Dixie Lee, Lovell Road and
Farragut locations to learn how you can receive unlimited washes for as low
as $19.99 per month or check us out online at PureMagicCarwash.com.
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competitiveness. He’s a gamer
who makes big time plays when
the team needs him. It feels
like he refuses to be denied at
times, and he’s stepped up from
a leadership standpoint. He’s a
physically tough player.”

“And Isaac Kannah, he’s
tough as nails,” Speck added.
“He’s really hard to tackle, he
runs hard, he’s elusive, explo-
sive.”

The mood is even more buoy-
ant for the Warriors consider-
ing that Moffett, a junior, and
Kannah, a sophomore, will be
back next year.

“It’s exciting,” Speck said.
“We want to be focused on the
moment we’re in, but honor
these seniors. The great thing
about playing guys when
they’re young is they get a lot
of experience and they make a
lot of explosive plays. And nei-

MOJO FAM
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ther one does what they’re do-
ing without the offensive line
that’s playing its tail off.

“Webb tested us in a way
we hadn’t been before, and we
needed to see the guys respond.
We reminded them they’'ve
been built for this, and they
really had to lean into that cul-
ture to turn it around.”

Farragut saw a similarly pos-
itive result, beating Bearden
10-0 for a rivalry win that
marked its first victory of the
2026 season. For more on that
game, see the corresponding
story by Jake Nichols.

Hardin Valley came up short
against Maryville in a 45-20
loss, while Concord Christian
dropped to 3-3 after a 47-17 loss
to Grace Christian Academy.
Dasani Moulden recorded two
touchdown grabs in the result.




A COMMUNITY DESIGNED WITH
YOUR LOVED ONE IN MIND

Visit our award-winning

campus today! vr gf\
(865) 777-9000 \
WWW.NHCFARRAGUT.COM -

BUYING LOCAL S
OUR COMMUNITY.

Tate Insurance Group is proud to be one of the
few locally owned insurance agencies right here
in Knoxville. Just like we support our
local football teams, we believe in supporting
the people and businesses that make our
community strong.

Have you asked your insurance provider if
they're locally owned? Do you know where their
parent company is located?

Thate :

[nsurance
Group o

HOME | AUTO | LIFE ]
BUSINESS | HEALTH Ml ratters be you, it b prodected by ui.
WOHE | 4D | L | susiHEss | seaiTe

TATE INSURANCE GROUP PROUDLY REPRESENTS THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:

cranes’ ) Hinover ,_j Wacuity U REm, sy WMo
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Vols to face familiar
foe in Golesh, Auburn

This weekend, a former Tennes-
see assistant returns to Rocky Top.

Before becoming a head coach
at South Florida and now Auburn,
Alex Golesh worked under Josh
Heupel at Central Florida and Ten-
nessee.

In Heupel’s first two years at UT,
Golesh sparked the Vols’ offense as
the offensive coordinator and tight
ends coach. In 2022 specifically,
Tennessee led the nation as the top-
ranked total and scoring offense, as
Golesh was named a finalist for the
Broyles Award, given annually to
the nation’s top assistant coach.

Coming off his first SEC win as
head coach, Golesh is bringing that
same firepower back to Knoxville
this Saturday with versatile QB By-
rum Brown under center.

The Tigers will look to utilize
the same approach they had in last
week’s 21-15 win over Vanderbilt,
while the Vols will look to bounce
back after a 20-17 loss to Texas the
same day.

“Another conference game, good
opponent,” Tennessee coach Josh
Heupel said in his press conference
Monday, Sept. 28. “Coach Golesh
and his staff have done a good job
since he became a head coach at
USF. A lot of familiarity with their
staff. Looking forward to the con-
test.”

Like Heupel, Golesh’s path has in-
cluded multiple stops.

“You try to take things you like,
and every job is different,” Heupel
said of the transition. “You're look-
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ing at all the pieces of the puzzle,
from personnel to staff to where the
program currently is. You adjust
and try to put the program in the
best footing.”

The Tigers may run some similar
concepts as Kennesaw State, which
is led by former Vols running backs
coach Jerry Mack.

“There’s some similarities in
what Jerry Mack and Alex and Au-
burn are doing,” Heupel said. “A lot
of differences based on personnel.
Both quarterbacks are mobile, but
they’ll use (Brown) in the run game
a lot more.”

Heupel also detailed what needs
to change from the Texas loss, em-
phasizing accountability through-
out the program.

“I got to take ownership of the
things I’ve got to do better, and our
staff does as well,” he said. “A lot
of good but there’s things that have
to get corrected. Whether you win
or lose, you've got to flush it. And
when you get on the field, it’s about
what’s next.”

That’s especially true for the of-
fense and its front five, which gave
up 10 sacks to the Longhorns.

Heupel said the offensive line
“has play at a bigger level consis-
tently for 60 minutes to give us a
chance to move the football.”

Quarterback Faizon Brandon will
look for a bounce-back week, too.

“First of all, he wants to play at a
high level,” Heupel said. “He knows
he can and needs to play better than
he did Saturday. That’s a guy that,

University of Auburn

0 Sylvester Smith-Reed S
1 Champ Anthony S
3 AnQuon Fegans S
3 Locklan Hewlett QB
4 Jeremiah Koger WR
4 Rayshawn Pleasant CB
5 Chas Nimrod WR
5 Eric Winters S
6 Bryce Cain WR
6 De’Marcus Riddick LB
8 Kaleb Harris S
8 Christian Neptune WR
9 Elijah Melendez LB
9 DeShawn Spencer WR
10 Walter Mathis Jr. DL
10 Tristan Ti'a QB
11 Keshaun Singleton WR
11 Darrion Smith DL
11 Will Myers QB
12 Brady Marchese WR
12 Blake Woodby CB
13 Kory Pettigrew WR
13 Chris Murray DL
14 Hudson Kaak P
15 Brian Williams Jr. WR
15 Da’Shawn Womack E
16 John Colvin QB
16 Bryce Deas LB
17 Xavier Atkins LB
17 Byrum Brown QB
18 J.J. Faulk E
18 Sam Turner WR
19 Rhys Brush QB
19 Jake Johnson TE
19 Jaquez Wilkes E
20 Shamar Arnoux CB
21 Gavin Jenkins CB
22 Alvin Henderson RB
22 Andre Jordan Jr. CB
23 Jeremiah Cobb RB
23 Fred Gaskin IlI S
24 Nykahi Davenport RB
24 Shadarius Toodle LB
25 Cole Gamble RB
25 Damonte Tabb S
26 Christian Burnette RB
26 Wayne Henry S
27 Devin Williams CB
28 Tae Meadows RB
28 Shadrick Toodle Jr. S
29 Omar Mabson Il RB
30 Scrap Richardson CB
30 Bryson Washington RB
31 Joe Phillips E
32 Maxwell Kimpel WR
33 Kamari Todd CB
35 Dallas Walker IV DL
36 Stuart Andrews RB

37 John McGuire P
38 Alex McPherson K
39 Max Bourke p
40 Hunter Ousley TE
40 Chris Wells DE
4 Jared Smith E
4 Connor Gibbs K
42 Cole Colony S
43 Conner Williams DL
44 Adam Balogoun-Ali LB
45 Antonio Melendez LB
46 Grey Reebals CB
48 Peyton Floyd S
50 TJ Hedrick oL
51 Michael Matthews-Canty LB
51 Kail Ellis oL
52 Deryc Plazz oL
52 William Grier McDuffie LB
53 Travis Wakefield LS
54 Coleman Granberry LB
55 Kenneth McManus IV oL
55 Cade Carlson S
56 Cole Skinner oL
57 Harrison Clemmer oL
59 Hudson Powell LS
60 Cade Barnett oL
64 Benton Cantey LS
65 Stanton Ramil oL
69 Jacob Strand oL
70 Parker Pritchett oL
71 Tai Buster oL
72 Cole Best oL
73 Mykall Lundy-Foster oL
75 Bear McWhorter oL
76 Jack Leyrer oL
77 Wilson Zierer oL
78 Mason Mathis oL
79 Jo Simmons oL
80 Will Upton WR
81 Jonathan Echols TE
82 Arlis Boardingham TE
83 Xavier Newsom TE
84 Ryan Ghea TE
85 Hunter Herring TE
86 Jack Ellenburg WR
87 DJ Broughton Jr. TE
89 Jake White WR
90 Nate Johnson E
91 Tavian Branch DL
92 Wil Frazier DL
93 Charley Schwinger K
94 Cody Sigler DL
95 Jourdin Crawford DL
96 Malik Autry DL
97 Jacobe” Ward oL
98 Corey Wells DL
99 Saint Farrior DL

Farragut’s tie
to Auburn: John Bland

This Saturday, Oct. 3, Tennes-
see will debut a “Neyland Leg-
acy” Smokey Grey alternate
uniform in its second SEC tilt
against the Auburn Tigers.

And there is a unique link be-
tween the visiting program and
Farragut High School.

After playing under his fa-
ther, the late Farragut coach
Dan Bland, John Bland wound
up as a graduate assistant at
Auburn under legendary coach
Pat Dye.

“With Auburn being in the
SEC, I had grown up around
that, lived in Knoxville and
my dad played at Mississippi
State,” said Bland, now the
head coach at Little Rock Cath-
olic in Arkansas. “It was good to
get down there.”

Once Bland arrived on The
Plains, he came to appreciate
far more than the lemonade at
Toomer’s Drugs.

One of his years there, the Ti-
gers faced Tennessee in Knox-
ville.

“It was good being back there
in the press box and seeing a
different side of it,” Bland said.
“And Coach Dye, he had some
great assistant coaches that

since he’s gotten here, has taken
ownership and taken correction to
improve. And the guys around him
have to do their job, too.”

treated me well. They counted
on us to help mold the team, and
Coach Dye was a great leader.”

Some of the assistant coaches
Bland worked for were Pat Sul-
livan — Auburn’s first Heisman
winner — and Tommy Bowden,
the son of legendary Florida
State coach Bobby Bowden.

“We were playing Florida
one year, and Coach Sullivan
and Coach (Steve) Spurrier
were out there talking,” Bland
mused. “We wondered if they
were out there talking about
how they cleaned their Heis-
man trophies.”

While Bland said he enjoyed
his time under Dye, he credited
plenty of his knowledge to his
father and Johnny Majors, too.

“I learned things from them
I still use today,” Bland said. “I
think more players today need
more of Pat Dye and Johnny
Majors than NIL and the trans-
fer portal. But Coach Dye was a
legend. He was one of the best
coaches in the country, and I
learned an awful lot from him.”

~Jake Nichols

The Vols will have a chance to do
that Saturday with kickoff slated
for 3:30 p.m. ET on ESPN.

~Jake Nichols
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59 Dereon Albert DL
34 Zay Anderson DB
71 Ed Baker oL
2 Justin Baker RB
24 Hunter BarnesR B
55 Mike Bethea Il DL
18 DeSean Bishop RB
66 Kamari Blair oL
48 Bennett Brady LS
7 DaSaahn Brame TE
11 Faizon Brandon QB
42 DJ Burks DB
11 Jordan Burns LB
0 Amare Campbell LB
47 Isaiah Campbell DL
38 Brayden Carroll WR
7 Arion Carter LB
95 Breeze Carter DL
38 Jowell Combay DB
30 JaColby Cooper WR
31 Lane Cope WR
93 Grady Dangerfield PK
0 Ethan Davis TE
9 Joakim Dodson WR
81 lan Duarte WR
9 Mariyon Dye DL
85 CJ Edwards DL
15 Edrees Farooq DB
26 JJ Finch DL
99 Logan Foley P
44 Christian Gass DL
35 Carson Gentle DL
63 Jeremy George-El oL
2 Xavier Gilliam DL
78 Gage Ginther oL
37 Kedric Golston II DL
36 Carter Gooden DL
6 Javin Gordon RB
56 Zach Groves DL
29 Isaiah Hardge DB
88 Deon Hardin WR
12 Jaedon Harmon LB
97 Hezekiah Harris DL
80 Cole Harrison TE
69 Donovan Haslam oL
51 Jeremias Heard oL
5 Daevin Hobbs DL
99 Charles House IlI DL
53 Blake Howard LS
3 Radarious Jackson WR
29 Jack-Henry Jakobik WR
19 Tyreek King WR
65 Michael Kostantonov oL
10 Dejuan Lane DB
14 Kayin Lee DB

24 Dylan Lewis DB

12 George Maclntyre QB
44 Drake Martinez TE
43 Jackson Mathews DB
4 Mike Matthews WR
40 KJ McClain DB
25 Tim Merritt DB
20 Tevis Metcalf DB
1 TJ Metcalf DB
75 Wendell Moe Jr. oL
58 Nic Moore oL
17 Daune Morris RB
6 Qua Moss DB
33 Jordan Norman DL
55 Antoni Ogumoro oL
79 Gabriel Osenda oL
56 Sam Pendleton oL
27 Jadon Perlotte LB
72 Jesse Perry oL
35 Ben Petermann WR
13 Mason Phillips QB
3 Tre Poteat 111 DB
59 Charlie Powell 111 oL
34 Will Rajecki RB
28 Cooper Ranvier PK
4 Ty Redmond DB
8 Jadais Richard DB
39 Darryl Rivers DL
36 Nathan Roberts WR
19 Nathan Robinson DL
98 Jackson Ross P
28 Brayden Rouse LB
26 Doren Sacha WR
70 David Sanders Jr. oL
50 Ryan Scott LB
57 Grier Short LB
87 Nuk Simmons DL
30 Javonte Smith DB
1 Travis Smith Jr. WR
13 Edwin Spillman LB
14 Braylon Staley WR
8 Ryan Staub QB
60 Thomas Storm oL
22 Jeremiah Telander LB
21 Jamyan Theodore DB
82 Trent Thomas TE
85 Luke Thompson WR
94 Josh Turbyville P/PK
74 Shamurad Umarov oL
17 Ethan Utley DL
23 Sidney Walton DB
18 Tyree Weathershy DL
51 TJ White LB
77 Ory Williams oL
87 Luca Wolf TE
31 Joel Wyatt DB





