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“Disbelief” was the 
word the Rev. Bill Lyle, 
pastor of  Virtue Church 
at 725 Virtue Road, ut-
tered Thursday, Oct. 22, 
when asked about the 
news Benchmark Associ-
ates, Ltd., was planning 
to subdivide property 
next door to his property 
and that one of  the lots 
could encroach on the 

church’s entrance. 
He had just returned 

from a trip and looked at 
the newspaper after he 
returned.  

“Nic Montgomery, a 
realtor, brought the pa-
per here because his 
family, as I understand it 
— now, we’re going back 
over 100 years – gave the 
land,” Lyle said. “So, he 
had a keen interest.”
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Tammy Cheek 

Lawrence Segrest, left, was sworn in by Mayor Alex 
Cain as the North Ward alderman minutes before the 
Farragut Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting. 

Union Road improvements draw concerns
n	 Tammy Cheek 

	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

While the Town awaits 
state approval of  its plan 
to improve Union Road, 
Farragut Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen members 
and residents have differ-
ing opinions on how the 
project should proceed.

During an update at 
the Board’s meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 22, Vice 
Mayor Greg Wiberley 
said he has heard con-
cerns from residents 
about the project.

“Some people have ex-
pressed this project is 
ready to go; but in the 
interim, since January, 
I’ve had some calls about 
issues on Union Road,” 
Wiberley said.

“I’m in the process of  
resolving those, under-
standing those, trying to 
get some resolution to 
those,” he said.

“One of  the concerns 
from one of  the resi-
dents was how water 
runoff would affect their 
property, and this is the 
drainage plan that was 

presented in the engi-
neering package,” Wiber-
ley said.

“I’m not so sure, just 
looking at it, that it sat-
isfies their inquiry,” he 
said. “Usually, when 
you would do a drainage 
map, you would have a 
topographical map that 
shows actual elevations 
and you could track run-
off.

“This one just seems to 
be random arrows,” he 
added. “I’m sure they’re 
not random, but they 
would appear to the first-

time observer that that’s 
what it is.”

Wiberley also showed 
a culvert running under 
the road where there ap-
peared to be flooding and 
other drainage problems 
affecting at least four 
homeowners.

“I wanted to make sure 
this issue was addressed 
in any road design,” he 
said. “When I looked at 
the plans, I could not see 
where that culvert tied 
into the planned culverts 

Tammy Cheek

The Town purchased 70 acres of property last year for $5.5 million, then was awarded a grant in January for 
a park on that property, located near the corner of McFee and Boyd Station roads. 

Concept unveiled  
for new Town park
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About 60 Farragut 
residents and Town of-
ficials attended a public 
meeting at McFee Park 
on Tuesday, Oct. 20, to 
see the unveiling of  a 
concept plan for the new 
park property at the cor-
ner of  McFee and Boyd 
Station roads.

“It was a very good 
turnout,” Farragut Vice 
Mayor Greg Wiberley 
said. “We answered lots 
of  questions.”

Tunnel, Spangler, 
Walsh & Associates 
(TSW) Design unveiled 
its first concept plan for 
the park and explained 
the process used to de-
velop it.

“I’m happy to see 
the direction and com-
munity input,” Alder-
man Joey Ruffalo said. 
“There were a lot of  
questions, a lot of  back 
and forth.”

Ruffalo noted Farra-
gut Municipal Planning 
Commissioner Angel 
Ray asked how residents' 
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A proposed road through Farragut’s new 
park property on McFee Road near Boyd 
Station Road has sparked controversy over 
whether the project complies with federal 
grant requirements.

Resident Kimberlie Parks raised concerns 
about the road, which would provide access to 
property retained by the family that sold the 
land to the Town, during the Farragut Board 
of  Mayor and Aldermen meeting Thursday, 
Oct. 22.

“The $2.75 million [federal grant] reim-
bursed us for buying land,” Parks said. “The 
contract checks one box — land acquisition 
— and the budget has exactly one line, pur-
chase of  55 acres. I looked for a road, a round-
about, a deadline to build by 2027. They aren’t 
in there.”

Parks said federal law requires the 55 acres 
to remain available for public outdoor recre-
ation permanently.

She said two documents were recorded 

Park access road
raises questions

Jake Nichols

This intersection of 
McFee Road and Boyd 
Station Road is where 
new park development 
will take place on land 
purchased in 2023. 

previous input was being 
incorporated into the 
plans.

“That’s being put into 
the plans in subsequent 
meetings,” Ruffalo said. 
“They seem to be doing a 
good job, at least having 
the meetings, and citi-
zens are showing up.

“I’m glad to see the cit-
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North Ward resident 
Lawrence Segrest, joined 
by his family, stood in 
front of  Farragut May-
or, Alex Cain, raised his 
right hand and took the 
oath of  office as alder-
man just before the Far-
ragut Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 22. 

Following the oath, he 
took his seat with the 
rest of  the Board, and 
he would later say, “I do 
want to thank you for the 
trust you put in me, and I 
will not let the people of  
Farragut down. 

“I’m getting up to 
speed on some things 
— Boring Road, McFee 
Park — and I requested a 
report on the traffic. It’s 
like 800 pages long,” Seg-
rest said. “If  you want to 

know what I’m really, re-
ally interested in, it’s not 
sitting in traffic. I hope to 
bring some light to that.” 

In a subsequent email, 
Alderman Joey Ruffalo 
stated, “I’ve known Law-
rence for several years, 
and he has been unwav-
ering in his values and 
his commitment to Far-
ragut. 

“He stands firm in his 
convictions while re-
maining willing to listen 
and have thoughtful con-
versations,” Ruffalo said. 
“I have no doubt that his 
approach and prepara-
tion will bring a valuable 
balance to the Board. I 
look forward to working 
with him to protect tax-
payers and preserve Far-
ragut’s character.”

“During the interview 
process, I found Law-

Segrest sworn in  
as Farragut Alderman

Tammy Cheek

The Rev. Bill Lyles, pastor of Virtue Church, was 
stunned when he returned from a trip to learn about 
property adjacent to the church off Virtue Road, 
which received conditional approval for subdivision. 

Pastor in disbelief  
over subdivision plat

Laura Ash, Agent
12744 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37934
Bus: 865-675-0888
laura@laura-ash.com

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

 Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

BUNDLE 
& SAVE!

230 Village Commons Blvd. • Farragut, TN  37934 • (865) 671-2500 office • www.TheVillagesFarragut.com

Life doesn’t stop after retirement, 
why should your lifestyle?
Your next chapter is just beginning at The Villages of Farragut.
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KCSOpolicereports
Vandalism  – A Farragut 

man reported that an Ama-
zon delivery driver damaged 
approximately $200 worth of  
newly installed sod on Candle-
nut Lane on Oct. 11. The inci-
dent was captured on a Ring 
security camera. The man 
filed a claim with Amazon.

Theft  – The manager of  
Amish Elegance on North 
Campbell Station Road report-
ed Oct. 12 that surveillance 
footage captured a suspect al-
legedly taking business paper-
work without permission Oct. 
6. The business had not deter-
mined which documents were 
missing.

Identity theft – A Knoxville 
man reported Oct. 10 that a 
suspect attempted to withdraw 
money from his bank account 
at a First Horizon Bank loca-
tion in Nashville using his 
personal information. Bank 

employees became suspicious, 
and the withdrawal was un-
successful.

Identity theft  – A Farra-
gut man reported Sept. 30 that 
someone allegedly used his 
personal information to make 
six purchases totaling $2,001.13 
through a Wayfair account 
between May and Novem-
ber 2025. The man discovered  
the activity after receiving  
collection notices in Sept. 
2026. The victim believes the  
charges could be from his 
estranged wife. The district  
attorney’s office declined pros-
ecution.

Fraud  – A Knoxville man 
reported Oct. 16 that he was 
scammed out of  approximate-
ly $340,000 after visiting an 
online website named  heart-
fluttering.cc. The complainant 
said a suspect contacted him 
and sent photos and profiles of  

15 women. Over several weeks, 
the man transferred money 
through cryptocurrency, Cash 
App and PayPal while com-
municating with the suspect 
through Telegram. Deputies 
advised him to stop sending 
money and communicating 
with the suspect.

Vandalism – A Knox Coun-
ty man reported Oct. 18 that 
a tree from a neighboring 
property fell onto his fence on 
Clover Fork Drive on Oct. 10, 
causing approximately $2,000 
in damage. The complainant 
said his neighbor removed the 
portion of  the tree on his own 
property but left the remain-
der on the complainant’s prop-
erty. The neighbor reportedly 
refused to remove the remain-
ing tree or pay for the damage. 
The complainant also report-
ed previous disputes with the 
neighbor.

izens. Ask as many questions 
as you can. It’s going to give 
better answers.”

Wiberley expressed con-
cerns about traffic, access to 
neighboring property and 
the preservation of  trees that 
provide a buffer from railroad 
noise.

“I addressed the crowd 
based on a previous conversa-
tion I had with TSW,” Wiber-
ley said. “I said they’re miss-
ing the point on their design, 
that their first priority was 
addressing traffic: how the 
park was going to interface 
with McFee [Road], if  they de-
fine the easement for the road 
to the property behind it and 
how that property behind it 
was going to impact the traffic 
on McFee Road and the local 
neighborhoods.”

Wiberley also emphasized 
the importance of  preserv-

ing the tree line to help buffer 
train noise for nearby neigh-
borhoods.

He said additional work-
shops and discussions with the 
Board of  Mayor and Aldermen 
and the park steering commit-
tee are likely.

Mayor Alex Cain also ex-
pressed concerns about the 
scope of  the proposed park.

“Obviously, it’s a concept,” 
Cain said. “They came out 
with a concept based on the 
information they got from the 
survey they used in talking 
with the citizens, talking with 
the Parks & Athletic Council.”

However, Cain believes the 
plan includes too many fea-
tures.

“In my opinion, it went way 
overboard,” he said. “Way too 
much stuff put into it. There 
was a Frisbee golf  course; 
there was a gathering space; 
there was an event center, a 
stage and so on.”

Cain said the proposed road 

through the park was particu-
larly troubling.

“Just looking at it visually, it 
was very busy,” he said. “The 
point that really bugged me 
was we had a two-lane road go-
ing from McFee right through 
the middle of  the park to con-
nect to possible development 
that’s behind it, which means 
we can never close the road.

“We could never limit access 
to the road, and the residents 
who live there would have 24-
hour access back and forth.”

During the Thursday, Oct. 
22, Board of  Mayor and Alder-
men meeting, Cain acknowl-
edged that the Town must pro-
vide an easement for access to 
the adjoining property but said 
alternatives should be consid-
ered.

“That doesn’t mean it has to 
go through the middle of  the 
park, and it doesn’t have to be 
the same road our [other] resi-
dents would access,” Cain said. 
“So, there’s options there.”
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Farragut Community Devel-
opment director Mark Shipley 
has been the face of  the Town 
development for 30 years. 

Since October 1996, he has 
overseen the development, 
growth and structural integ-
rity of  Farragut.

Through the years, he has 
watched Farragut grow and its 
ordinances change.

“It’s hard to believe it’s been 
30 years,” he reflected. “Time 
goes by fast. We’ve seen a lot 
of  changes over the years, and 
it’s been a good place to work.

Shipley said the Town, par-
ticularly the Town Center, 
“has changed dramatically, 
especially in the last 10 years.”

In the last decade, “We had a 
lot of  vacant, abandoned build-
ings,” he recalled. “I mean, if  
you came here 10 years ago, it 
looked kind of  like a dead zone 
in the Town Center because 
you had the old Silver Spoon, 
the old Kroger, the old Burger 
King building and the old gas 
station. 

Since then, however, the 
Town government and devel-
opers have repurposed that 
part of  the community. 

“There are many people who 
played a role, but I think hav-
ing a role in that is probably 
one of  the things I’m most 
proud.” 

Now, though, Shipley is 
looking to retire in the latter 
part of  February 2027. 

“I’m just kind of  looking for 
a chance and do something dif-
ferent,” Shipley said. 

Although he is setting his 
sights on his retirement, he 
takes with him his status as an 
award winner. 

Tuesday, Oct. 13, Shipley 
was named the 2026 Planner of  
the Year by Tennessee Chapter 
of  the American Planning As-
sociation. The announcement 
was made during the TAPA 
Fall Conference in Chattanoo-
ga.

TAPA is a professional or-
ganization of  more than 500 
members representing city, 
county and state planners 
and related professions across 
Tennessee.

“Mark’s selection as the Ten-

nessee Chapter of  the Ameri-
can Planning Association 
Planner of  the Year recognizes 
an extraordinary 30 years of  
service and a lasting commit-
ment to the Town of  Farra-
gut,” TAPA President Micah 
Wood said. “Mark’s leadership 
in guiding quality growth, 
protecting environmentally 
sensitive areas, expanding 
greenways and creating more 
walkable, livable places dem-
onstrates the meaningful, last-
ing impact professional plan-
ning can have on a community. 

“His career is a testament 
to the value of  thoughtful 
planning and dedicated pub-
lic service, and we are proud 
to recognize his contributions 
to Farragut and to the plan-
ning profession in Tennessee,” 
Wood said. 

“Mark has given so much 
to the Town and the commu-
nity over the last 30 years, and 
he has shepherded Farragut 
through a large growing sea-
son,” Town administrator Da-
vid Smoak said. “This award 
is a great testament to his 
dedication to the community, 
his dedication to planning and 
his dedication to making sure 
our Town looks and feels great 
to everyone who wants to live 
here, work here and spend 
their time here. It’s a well-de-
served honor, and I’m glad his 
peers at the Planning Associa-
tion recognized him for it.”

Shipley started as an assis-
tant community development 
director under former plan-
ning director Ruth Hawk be-
fore he was promoted to direc-
tor in 2013.

“Once I got out of  graduate 
school, I went to work in up-
per East Tennessee for a cou-
ple of  years, then I saw where 
this job (assistant director) 
was available,” he recalled. “I 
would be working for [Hawk]. 

“I always knew Farragut 
was a nice community,” Shi-
pley said. “They valued good 
planning.” 

Over his tenure, he has over-
seen the expansion of  the mas-
ter greenway system and the 
advancement of  pedestrian 
facilities within every new 
development, according to a 
press release. 

A lasting 'Mark'  
on Farragut

Concept
From page 2A

WE’RE BACK
& Better than Ever

We are proud to announce that we 
have Deron and Sheah Little back 
with the restaurant and a brand 

new culinary staff! Also, come 
try our new Fall menu!

We can’t wait to change your 
life one season at a time. 

For reservations call 865.392.1121
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with the property deeds. One 
provides the Scott family with 
a 50-foot easement across the 
property while the other limits 
what the town can do with the 
15 acres donated by the family.

“The Park Service manual 
says granting property rights 
for private use on grant land is a 
‘conversion.’ Conversions need 
federal approval,” she said.

Vice Mayor Greg Wiberley 
also questioned the proposed 
road, noting the property  
had previously been described 
as difficult to develop because 
of  a sinkhole, creek, wooded 
areas and lack of  road access.

“We get into what is the real 
hurry here,” Wiberley said. 
“Shouldn’t Ms. Parks’ com-
ments and documentation be 

taken seriously?”
Wiberley asked Mayor Alex 

Cain to direct town staff to 
create a project page on the 
town’s website for the park 
and include Parks’ documen-
tation.

Town attorney Tom Hale de-
fended the agreement, explain-
ing the easement was part of  
the original land purchase ne-
gotiated between the town and 
the Scott family.

“When this agreement was 
reached between the Town and 
the Scotts to do this transac-
tion, it was documented in a 
Letter of  Intent that was ap-
proved by the Board of  Mayor 
and Aldermen,” Hale said.

He said the board subse-
quently held a meeting and 
workshop before approving 
the contract.

Hale noted little undevel-

oped land remains in Farra-
gut and that the Scott family 
agreed to sell 55 acres to the 
town while donating another 
15 acres.

“Part of  the consideration 
for that was that they have an 
easement across the property 
so they could access McFee 
Road from their property, 
which sat to the west of  the 70 
acres involved in the transac-
tion,” he said.

Hale said the federal grant 
was awarded with full knowl-
edge of  the easement.

“The grant was made with 
full knowledge that there was 
an easement that would al-
low the Scotts to get to McFee 
Road,” he said.

Under the agreement, the 
town would pay to construct 
the road to the Scott family’s 
property, while the family 

would pay to connect its prop-
erty to the road.

“This was all very well-doc-
umented, very well-explained 
three or four times in public 
meetings,” Hale said.

He defended the purchase, 
noting the $2.75 million grant 
covered approximately half  the 
town’s acquisition cost.

“I don’t understand how 
anybody can think that’s a bad 
deal,” Hale said. “It’s a perfect-
ly grand deal for the Town.”

Alderman Drew Burnette 
disputed the suggestion that 
the property was unsuitable 
for development.

“There’s absolutely noth-
ing undevelopable about that 
property,” Burnette said.

He pointed to similar terrain 
at McFee Park and Mayor Bob 
Leonard Park, both of  which 
have sinkholes.

The discussion also ad-
dressed claims the park proj-
ect must be completed by 2027.

Cain said the issue arose dur-
ing a public meeting Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, when residents ques-
tioned information circulating 
about a possible deadline.

“I’ve not heard anyone from 
the Town [give a project dead-
line],” Burnette said. “Just 
talk with staff … or ask us [the 
Board].”

Cain also acknowledged con-
cerns that the proposed road 
appeared to cut through the 
middle of  the park property to 
reach the Scott family’s land.

Hale emphasized that the de-
sign remains preliminary.

“It’s just a concept,” he said. 
“These projects don’t happen 
overnight. They take a long 
time … we’re just studying it at 
the moment.”

Questions
From page 1A
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The Farragut Board of  May-
or and Aldermen filled several 
committee vacancies Thurs-
day, Oct. 22, but decided to 
postpone appointments to the 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
steering committee.

During a workshop before 
the Board's regular meeting, 
Town administrator David 
Smoak said several commit-
tees needed additional mem-
bers, including representa-
tives from the Board.

“There are several [commit-
tees] we need representation 
on,” Smoak said. “We sent out 
applications online on which 
people could apply, and we re-
ceived several for the Board’s 
consideration this evening.

“Also, given the fact that we 
have three new Board mem-
bers, we have several com-
mittees that also need Board 
representation on those com-
mittees as well,” he said.

However, Vice Mayor Greg 
Wiberley said he had not had 

an opportunity to interview 
the applicants.

“Is this an appropriate time 
to [decide on the vacancies]?” 
Wiberley asked. “Or, is this the 
standard procedure?”

“This is our standard proce-
dure,” Smoak answered. “All 
the resumes and applications 
are attached to the report here. 
It’s really your call.

“The main ones we’re try-
ing to report on are the [CLUP] 
steering committee and the 
[Visual Resources Review 
Board], on which we’re short 
for a quorum,” he added.

Wiberley said he wanted 
to wait until the Board held 
a workshop on the land-use 
planning process before ap-
pointing steering committee 
members.

“With the steering commit-
tee, you recall back in Septem-
ber, I asked for a workshop so 
the Town could provide guid-
ance on the old land-use plan 
process, and I think that really 
includes the steering commit-
tee,” Wiberley said. “So, on 
that particular committee, I 

would like to defer that com-
mittee until that workshop.”

Alderman Joey Ruffalo re-
called the Board had planned 
to have the committee in place 
before the next workshop.

“We seem to be skipping a 
step,” Wiberley said.

Ruffalo expressed concern 
about the number of  appli-
cants for the steering com-
mittee. The Town received 10 
applications for five citizen 
positions.

Applicants were Budhu Bha-
duri, Jim Bolon, George El-
lis, Susan Finzer-Moor, Dian 
Hall, Reed Honken, Don Mann, 
Trevor McQueen, Kimberlie 
Parks and Stacey Walters.

Ruffalo suggested postpon-
ing appointments to allow 
more residents to apply.

“There are not too many 
choices,” Wiberley agreed, 
adding, “I don’t know these 
people. I’d rather talk to them.”

Smoak said a workshop on 
the Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan process is scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 12.

Ruffalo asked whether the 

Town could reopen applica-
tions until that meeting, allow-
ing the Board to better define 
the committee's responsibili-
ties before making appoint-
ments.

“Sure,” Smoak answered. 
“We’ve had this open for about 
a month now. We advertised on 
social media and newspapers 
as well. We can certainly do 
another round.”

During its regular meeting, 
the Board approved the follow-
ing committee appointments:
n Arts & Beautification 

Committee: Matthew Ladd as a 
citizen member and Ruffalo as 
the Board representative.
n Tourism and Visitor Ad-

visory Board: Kimberlie Parks 
as an at-large citizen member.
n Education Relations Com-

mittee: Lorna Keeton as an ex-
officio member representing 
Concord Christian School.
n Museum Advisory Board: 

Ruffalo as the Board represen-
tative.
n Stormwater Committee: 

Wiberley as the Board repre-
sentative.

n Visual Resources Review 
Board: Alderman Larry Seg-
rest as the Board representa-
tive and Stacey Walters as a 
citizen member.

Other board committee as-
signments include Alderman 
Drew Burnette on the Educa-
tion Relations Committee and 
Parks & Athletics Council; 
Wiberley on the Municipal 
Planning Commission; and 
Ruffalo on the Tourism Advi-
sory Committee.

In other business, the Board 
approved the hiring of  Karla 
Magnuson as Town recorder.

The Town recorder maintains 
records of  official proceedings, 
ordinances, resolutions and 
other municipal documents.

“After an extensive search 
process, Karla Magnuson pos-
sesses the qualifications and 
experience as outlined in the 
Farragut Municipal Code to 
fulfill the responsibilities of  
Town recorder,” Smoak said.

The position became vacant 
Oct. 2, and Smoak had been 
handling the duties until a re-
placement was found.

Board fills vacancies, delays committee appointments
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Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,

Back in 2020 the City of  
Knoxville threw out over sev-
enty years of  zoning ordinanc-
es and replaced them with 
brand new zoning they called 
“Recode”. All kinds of  justifi-
cations were given but all that 
really happened was housing 
density was greatly increased. 

Knox County did a copycat 
and “Advance Knox” began at 
the end of  2021, with its core 
comprehensive land use and 
transportation plan officially 
adopted on April 22, 2024, and 
taking effect on May 1, 2024. 
Again all kinds of  justifica-
tions were given but all that 
really happened was housing 
density was greatly increased.  

In January of  2026, Farra-
gut Mayor Ron Williams or-
dered an update of  the Farra-
gut Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan. Mayor Williams and the 
Farragut Board of  Mayor and 
Aldermen (BOMA) voted to 
approve a contract with con-
sultants TSW of  Atlanta for an 
update to the Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan (CLUP) on May 
7, 2026. 

Mayor Ron Williams and 
Alderman Joe LaCroix voted 
in favor of  the contract while 
Alderman Alex Cain voted 
against it, saying he believed 
action on updating the CLUP 
and map should wait until af-
ter the election. Vice Mayor 
Scott Meyer and Alderman 
Drew Burnette were absent.

What possible reason is 

there to redo the CLUP now? 
The road system for Farragut 
is already over loaded. Very 
little land other than Eddy 
Ford’s farm next to the town 
hall and the remaining Biddle 
property on South Campbell 
Station Road is available. Does 
anyone in Farragut really 
want more housing density in 
the CLUP? 

Why did Mayor Ron Wil-
liams hire TSW to redo the 
CLUP? TSW did in 2024 the 
Mixed Use Town Center Vision 
Plan, which had a $4.5 million 
dollar parking garage for Bid-
dle Farm, $4 million dollars in 
town staff expenses, and trees 
in the middle of  Kingston 
Pike, Campbell Station Road, 
and Concord Road? The Vision 
Plan was written as an ordi-
nance, which meant if  it was 
approved the town would be 
out $8.5 million dollars. Town 
residents pressured the BOMA 
into making the plan a resolu-
tion saving the day. We thank 
them. 

Before the 2026 election, 
Mayor Williams promised “no 
more apartments”. Was hiring 
TSW a way to get away from 
that promise? Was that the 
real reason for the CLUP redo? 
Hire a willing consultant to 
give reasons why apartments 
should still be allowed in the 
Mixed Use Town Center? 

~ Mike Mitchell,
Farragut, TN

that went parallel to [Union 
Road].”

Wiberley also pointed to 
a driveway with a 7% slope, 
saying the proposed road im-
provements would increase 
that slope to 15%.

“It affects low-set cars,” he 
said.

Another resident hired an 
engineer to evaluate how the 
project would affect the prop-

erty and submitted the en-
gineer’s report to the town, 
Wiberley said. The resident is 
still awaiting a response.

Despite those concerns, 
Wiberley said none of  the resi-
dents he spoke with opposed 
improving Union Road.

“Everyone knows how dan-
gerous and awful it is,” he said. 
“That’s not the controversy 
here. We’re just trying to pol-
ish it so that we don’t have an 
unintended consequence dur-
ing and after construction.”

Jim Bolon, president of  the 
Fox Run subdivision home-
owners association, urged the 
board not to delay the project.

“The Union Road improve-
ment project has been 13 years 
in the making,” Bolon said. 
“Farragut is now on the cusp 
of  moving this vitally impor-
tant project forward pending 
a notice to proceed from [Ten-
nessee Department of  Trans-
portation].”

Bolon said the improve-
ments would benefit thou-

sands of  residents.
“This project will increase 

safety and quality of  life for the 
several thousand residents liv-
ing in approximately 900 homes 
in Fox Run, Saddle Ridge, Ivy 
Farms and Coal Springs, Sedge-
field and other homes along 
Union Road,” he said.

“Going back to the drawing 
board with the design is not a 
great idea. I urge BOMA to not 
take that step. Redesigning the 
project could set it back for 
years, further delaying a criti-

cally needed safety improve-
ment.”

Mayor Alex Cain indicated 
the project would move for-
ward while officials worked to 
address residents’ concerns.

“It has been something that 
has been in the works for a long 
time,” Cain said. “We’re going 
to move forward with it. I’m 
glad we’re able to work through 
these issues. Hopefully, these 
will be very minor changes.”

rence’s resume to be exempla-
ry, having a sound education as 
a mechanical engineer and ex-
cellent work experience,” Vice 
Mayor Greg Wiberley stated in 
an email Tuesday, Oct. 27. “The 
fact that he runs a successful 
business along with his sister 
(empowers women!) that has 
adapted to changing business 
environments through creative 
retooling of  his business model 
is impressive. 

“On the very few times I have 
talked with him, he has dis-
played a thoughtful and even 
temperament,” Wiberley said. 
“I think he has all of  the quali-
ties to provide leadership to the 
Town and will be a great asset to 
the citizens of  our community.” 

“I have had the opportunity 
to get to know Lawrence over 
the past few years with my 
involvement in previous elec-
tions,” Mayor Alex Cain said. 
“Lawrence and I have volun-
teered for many different can-
didates.  I have come to know 
him as a man of  exceptional 
character, sound judgment 
and unwavering integrity.  

“I believe Lawrence to be 
someone I can trust to make 
difficult decisions with hon-
esty, thoughtfulness and the 
long-term interests of  our 
community in mind,” he added 
of  Segrest.

In his application letter, Seg-
rest said, “I am deeply invested 
in the continued prosperity, 
fiscal health and smart man-
agement of  our community.” 

He is the co-founder and 

CEO/CFO of  GreenLeaf  In-
dustries in nearby Lenoir City. 

“I manage corporate [profit 
and loss], risk management 
and long-term financial plan-
ning,” Segrest stated in his let-
ter to the Board. “That disci-
pline was tested most recently 
in 2023, when post-pandemic 
labor shortages left our entry-
level positions unfllled. 

“Rather than absorb the 
loss, I led a complete retoollng 
of  the company-automation 
production, outsourcing every 
function not core to our opera-
tions and rebuilding our pro-
cesses to be streamlined and 
fault-tolerant,” he stated. “De-
livering the same output with 
substantially fewer resources 
is a discipline I believe trans-
lates directly to the steward-
ship of  public funds."

He said the church previous-
ly was located at the cemetery 
on Virtue Road, where it was 
granted the property in 1887, 
but was moved to its current 
location the 1950s. 

In response to the news, Lyle 
wrote an email to Benjamin 
Moorman, Benchmark presi-
dent, and expressed his reac-
tion and objections. 

The pastor stated: “I was 
surprised to read in the farra-
gutpress (Volume 39, Issue 7) 
that discussions are underway 
concerning our church’s prop-
erty. 

“It appears these discussions 
address both our driveway and 
the easement providing access 

to Virtue Road immediately 
south of  the driveway,” Lyle 
stated. “It further appears that 
the proposed greenway has 
shifted northward onto church 
property.”

In the Oct. 15 Farragut Mu-
nicipal Planning Commission 
meeting, Vice Mayor Greg 
Wiberley, also a Planning 
Commissioner, pointed out 
one of  the lots encroaches on 
the church property at the 
entrance. Should the future 
owner of  that lot decide to 
block the entrance in some 
way, “how am I going to get 
into the church?,” Lyle asked 
Thursday. 

At the meeting, FMPC mem-
bers and Community Develop-
ment director Mark Shipley 
recommended Moorman place 

a plat note stating that lot 
owner could not impede the 
entrance. 

While Moorman told FMPC, 
during its Thursday, Oct. 15, 
meeting he attempted to con-
tact the people affected by the 
property subdivision and re-
ceived no response, Lyle wrote, 
“We have received no commu-
nication from your firm re-
garding this matter." 

Lyle pointed out a quote 
from Moorman, where he an-
swered Wiberley’s question, 
“whether the issues involving 
the property owners had been 
resolved.”

“His comment was ‘No, they 
have not because they have not 
chosen to respond.’ That’s why 
I said in my letter, ‘We have re-
ceived no notification.’

Lawrence
From page 1A

Pastor
From page 1A

Union
From page 1A
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businessbriefs
• Tennova Healthcare 

and UT Medical Center, 
recently announced an 
agreement to expand 
access to coordinated 
cancer services in East 
Tennessee. UT Medical 
Cancer Institute medi-
cal oncologists will see 
patients at Tennova fa-
cilities in Farragut, con-
necting more patients 
with multidisciplinary 
expertise, advanced di-

agnostic capabilities and 
treatment planning clos-
er to home.

• Weichert, Realtors - 
Advantage Plus recently 
hosted its inaugural “9 
to 5 Dolly Day,” raising 
$1,100 for Dolly Parton 
Children’s Hospital, for-
merly East Tennessee 
Children’s Hospital, and 
surpassing its original 
fundraising goal of  $925.

Held Sept. 25 at the 

Weichert, Realtors - Ad-
vantage Plus office, the 
daylong fundraiser cel-
ebrated the spirit of  
Tennessee icon Dolly 
Parton while bringing 
the community together 
to support children and 
families receiving care 
through the hospital.

Open to all, the event 
featured Dolly-inspired 

See BRIEFS on Page 10A

n 	Tammy Cheek 
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Blue Ridge Yoga has 
three events to celebrate 
the fall season. 

The studio begins the 
season with a Hallow-
een version of  its Fall 5K 
Fundraiser. 

“Lace up your walk-
ing shoes and get those 
costumes ready,” Sierra 
Schreiber, events coordi-
nator, said. “We’ll stroll 
3.1 miles along the sce-
nic greenways behind 
the studio — no racing 
— just fresh air, fall fun 
and great company.”

Join Blue Ridge Yoga 
at noon, Saturday, Oct. 
31, at the studio, 623 N. 
Campbell Station Road 
for this event. Regis-
tration is $29 with pro-
ceeds benefitting Smoky 
Mountain Service Dogs. 

“Everyone receives 
a bib at the start and a 
medal at the finish, so 
come walk with us and 
make a difference,” Sch-
reiber said. 

For more information 
about this and other 
events, call BRY, 865-865-
1833.

The celebration con-
tinues with a Friendsgiv-
ing Potluck. 

“Good food always 
tastes better when it’s 
shared with friends,” 
Schreiber said. “Join 
us on Saturday, Nov. 14, 
at noon for our annual 
Friendsgiving Potluck, 
an afternoon of  deli-
cious dishes, laughter 
and catching up with 
your Blue Ridge Yoga 
community. 

“Have a family-favor-
ite recipe?” she asked. 
“We’d love for you to 
share it. 

“Prefer to leave the 
cooking to someone 
else? That’s perfectly 
fine, too,” Schreiber 
said. “Having you there 

Photos submitted 

The Blue Ridge Yoga community is preparing for its 
annual Fall 5K fundraiser, which will take place at 
noon, Saturday, Oct. 31, at the studio, 623 N. Camp-
bell Station Road, to benefit Smoky Mountain Service 
Dogs. Last year, Elie Kahn and her pup took a break 
after the 5K walk. 

is what matters most. 
Friends and family are 
welcome, so bring your 
favorite people along. 
Just be sure to register 
on Walla. 

“We can’t wait to 
gather around the table, 
share a little gratitude 
and maybe go back for 
seconds,” she said. 

The fall season rounds 
out with a gratitude 
workshop noon, Satur-
day, Nov. 21, “a special 
workshop focused on 
slowing down, reflecting 
on what we appreciate 
and finding meaningful 
ways to share that grati-
tude with others,” Sch-

reiber said. “Sometimes 
the smallest gestures can 
mean a lot.

“We’ll spend time with 
gentle breath work and 
guided reflection before 
putting pen to paper to 
write cards for nurses, 
veterans, first respond-
ers and others who de-
serve a little extra love 
and recognition,” she 
said. “Come enjoy a cozy 
afternoon of  mindful-
ness, connection and 
kindness,” Schreiber 
added. “You might just 
leave feeling a little more  
grateful and knowing 
you’ve brightened some-
one else’s day, too.” 

A little fall fun, a lot of heart

Photos Kathy Hartman

Plenty of networking took place at last week’s Farragut Business Alliance Biz 
Mixer Tuesday, Oct. 20. From left: Kat Mahn of Kat’s Purrfect Getaways and Kat’s 
Lash Lounge and Wax Studio; Dave McFarland and Wes Long with Wild Wing Cafe; 
Beth Pennington, the salon manager at J.C. Penney; and Candace Viox, the Farra-
gut Business Alliance president and owner of Water into Wine Bistro and Lounge. 

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

It has been a busy 
couple of  weeks for 
Shop Farragut/the Far-
ragut Business Alliance 
(FBA).

Before hosting this 
past weekend’s annual 
Harvest Fest at Village 
Green Shopping Center. 
the organization wel-
comed several people for 
its quarterly Biz Mixer 
last Tuesday, Oct. 20, at 
TopGolf  in Farragut.

The targets and golf-
ing bays provided a fit-
ting backdrop for the 
event, which landed well 
among all attendees at 
11400 Outlet Drive.

Originally slated for 
90 minutes, the event 
stretched from 4:30 p.m. 
until 6:30 p.m. that night 
as business owners and 
executives stayed past 
the original 6 p.m. dead-
line to interact and greet 
one another.

“The Bizness mixer 
at TopGolf  went well,” 
FBA president Candace 
Viox said. “We had over 
25 people from Far-
ragut businesses, and 
new businesses came by 

Farragut Biz mixer scores 
with local businesses

Farragut Business Alliance executive director Ashley 
Lynch, left, got a chance to connect with Tyler Hunsa-
ker at the FBA Biz Mixer Tuesday, Oct. 20. 

to say hi. Joey Ruffalo, 
North Ward alderman, 
also attended. It was a 
great meet-up for the 
business community.”

Ashley Lynch, the ex-
ecutive director for Shop 
Farragut, added that “it 

See MIXER on Page 10A
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DISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVER
LOUDON COUNTY

presents

For more information about the Loudon County Chamber of Commerce, please visit loudoncountychamberofcommerce.com or call 865.458.2067

n 	Tammy Cheek  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

What can you do to prevent 
a bad hire?

Stephen Laing, human re-
sources manager with Del 
Conca USA, shared how busi-
nesses can find a “good fit” can-
didate for their businesses as 
part of  Loudon County Cham-
ber of  Commerce’s Learning 
at Lunch program presented 
by Servpro, at Lenoir City Util-
ities Board conference room, 
7698 Creekwood Park Blvd., 
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

The session, The Cost of  a 
Bad Hire “is about improving 
the hiring process,” said La-
ing, who has been in human 
resources for 30 years. 

“What counts as a bad hire?” 
he asked then noted, “That’s 
not always a bad person; it 
just may not be a good fit … He 

could be a good hire in a differ-
ent organization.”

The person 
simply might 
not have the 
personality, 
mastery of  
skills, ex-
p e c t a t i o n s 
and values 
within the 
c o m p a n y , 
according to 
Laing. 

“It could 
be fixable if  we catch it early 
enough and see certain quali-
ties … but you can’t salvage 
them in certain cases.” 

In that instance, “there’s a 
cost associated to that indi-
vidual,” Laing said. “There’s 
a cost of  hiring the individual 
… a lot of  those costs have  
to do with advertising,  
screening, interviews, back-

ground checks.
And, “There’s hidden costs 

that go along with hiring,” he 
said. “There’s time supervi-
sors and managers have to 
invest … lowered morale, es-
pecially when you bring some-
body in … there could be cus-
tomers impacted.”

Laing said the rule of  thumb 
in calculating those costs is 
30% of  the first year’s sal-
ary. So, if  the salary would 
be $60,000, the loss would be 
$18,000. 

To help find a good fit, Laing 
advised using structured inter-
views to “reduce noise, prefer-
ably panel style.” 

With unstructured, he said 
the interviewer uses different 
questions for each interviewee 
and gut feelings, which make 
results hard to compare and 

How to avoid the cost of a bad hire

Left photo by Tammy Cheek / Above photo courtesy of Christy Fitzgerald

Left: Kyle Greening, left, of Carriage Hill Insurance, and Daniel Vesco of Centriworks mingle. Above: 
The team at Best Buy Metals accepted the Business of the Month Award during the Chamber’s 
October Business After Hours and Annual Membership Meeting Tuesday evening, Oct. 13.

n 	Tammy Cheek  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Smoked wings, brisket mac 
and cheese and pork chops 
awaited about 100 Loudon 
County Chamber of  Com-
merce members who attended 
its October Business After 

Hours and Annual Member-
ship Meeting Tuesday evening, 
Oct. 13 at Calhoun’s at the Ma-
rina in Lenoir City.

“We had a fantastic turn-
out, and it was wonderful to 
connect with so many of  you 
as we celebrated our Cham-
ber’s growth and reviewed the 

great year,” LCCC Director of  
Membership Christy Fitzger-
ald said. “A special thank  
you goes out to the entire 
team at Calhoun’s for provid-
ing a spectacular venue, deli-
cious food and exciting give-
aways that made the evening  
truly memorable. Your hospi-

tality is exceptional.
“We would also like to con-

gratulate again our Business 
of  the Month, Best Buy Met-
als,” she said. “Thank you for 
your continued excellence and 
dedication to supporting our 
local business community.”

Best Buy Metals was chosen 

by the membership council for 
its participation in Chamber 
programs and events, accord-
ing to Fitzgerald.

At the event, members voted 
on new board members. They 
are: first term nominee, Kyle 

Loudon Chamber of Commerce  
celebrates growth, welcomes board members

Find out what LCCC membership offers 
at Chamber 101 and Networking Lunch

n 	Tammy Cheek  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Business people interested 
in finding out what Loudon 
County Chamber of  Com-
merce can do for them have an 
opportunity to learn just that 
when LCCC holds its Chamber 
101 and Networking Lunch.

Presented by Kimberly-
Clark, this free event, which 
is open to new, active and pro-
spective members, will take 
place from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, at Lenoir 
City Utilities Board, 7698 Cree-
kwood Park Blvd. Knoxville 
TVA Employees Credit Union 
is sponsoring the lunch. 

Registration is required 
by visiting online at info@ 

Blair Sitzlar

Businesses who become Loudon County Chamber of Commerce 
members can celebrate their opening with a Chamber-sponsored 
ribbon cutting, like Dr. Michael Craig (with scissors), when he cut 
the ribbon for Tennessee Orthopaedic Alliance during a Loudon 
County Chamber of Commerce-sponsored event at TOA, 1787 
Highway 72 E., Loudon, on Thursday, Aug. 13. 

Coffee & Commerce
Hosted at Jellystone Park, 10250 Corporate Park Drive, 

Loudon, Tuesday morning, Oct. 20

Above: From left, Daniel Vesco, area business manager with 
Centriworks; Loudon County Chamber of Commerce Director of 
Membership Christy Fitzgerald; and April Ray, medical staff co-
ordinator Covenant Health in Lenoir City, welcomed members.

Above: From left, Loudon County Chamber of Commerce board mem-
bers, Joe Webb, Loudon Alive Vice Chairman, and Matthew Mott, 
Loudon Funeral Home and Cremations owner, chat with Johanna Ma-
son, General Manager of Watts Bar Lake Jellystone Park. 

Photos by Tammy Cheek

See CELEBRATE on Page 9A

Laing

See COST on Page 9A

See 101 on Page 9A
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Lenoir City businesses, place your ad on this special group page! Call 865-218-8878 for more information.

Helping 
seniors stay 

in their 
homes safely

(865) 458-0704 • loudoncountyhabitat.org

ExploreExplore
L E N O I R  C I T YL E N O I R  C I T Y

ExploreExplore

865-393-2107  
109 E. Broadway Street
Lenoir City, TN 37771 

Tues- Sat 10 am - 5 pm
HoneyBlossomBoutiqueLC

Sarah Aguilar Licensed Insurance Agent

(865) 358-4993
   saguilar@
   healthmarkets.com

Consultations at no cost to you 
— call today!

Confused by Medicare or Health Insurance?

Call to schedule a consultation today at no cost to you!

Cost
From page 8A

Celebrate
From page 8A

101
From page 8A

Greening with Carriage Hill 
Insurance; second term nomi-
nees: Matthew Mott, Loudon 

Funeral Home & Cremations; 
Matthew Coleman, Centri-
works; Bill Leith, Keller Wil-
liams; Connie Martin, Cov-
enant Health – Fort Loudoun. 

loudoncountychamber.com
“Maximize your member-

ship value at our upcoming 
Chamber event,” Chamber Di-
rector of  Membership Christy 
Fitzgerald said. “It’s perfect 
for new, veteran and prospec-
tive members alike. 

“Enjoy a free lunch, network 
with local professionals and 
discover how to leverage your 

benefits to grow your business 
through real member success 
stories,” she said. 

Fitzgerald and Blair Sitzlar, 
Chamber, Director of  Tourism 
and Marketing, will present 
the program, describing how 
members can get the most out 
of  their membership, which 
“gives members opportunities 
to promote, grow and learn,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

Registration required to se-
cure your spot and meal.

creates more of  bias risk.
He said a structured inter-

view by a panel of  individuals 
would use the same questions 
for all interviewees and focus 
on job-related qualities. 

The takeaway is “the struc-
tured interviews produced va-
lidity effects about twice as high 
as unstructured interviews in 
an analysis of  interview re-
search,” Laing summarized. 

From day one to Day 60 then 
Day 90, he advised “asking 
three questions at each check-
point: What is working? What 
is unclear? What support or 
decision is needed now?”

When considering someone 

to hire, Laing advised: 
• “Hire for the job — not just 

the resume. Be clear about 
what success actually looks 
like in the position,” he said.

• “Don’t rush because you’re 
short-staffed. An empty seat is 
painful; the wrong person in 
the seat can be more costly,” 
Laing said. 

• “Ask behavioral ques-
tions,” he suggested. “Instead 
of  ‘Are you a team player?’ 
Ask ‘Tell me about a time you 
had to help a teammate meet a 
deadline.’

• “Look for both skill and 
attitude,” Laing said. “Tech-
nical skills may be teachable; 
reliability, accountability and 
willingness to learn are equal-
ly important.

• “Use multiple perspectives. 
Involve appropriate team 
members in the interview pro-
cess rather than relying on 
one person’s impression,” La-
ing said. 

• “Watch for evidence — not 
just charisma,” he advised. “A 
great interview does not auto-
matically equal great job per-
formance.

• “Give candidates a realis-
tic picture of  the job,” Laing 
said. “Be transparent about 
expectations, schedule, envi-
ronment, challenges and per-
formance standards.

• “Partner with HR early,” 
he said. “HR can help struc-
ture interviews, evaluate risk 
and keep the selection process 
consistent.” 
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activities throughout the day, 
including morning coffee and 
donuts, a sponsored lunch 
provided by Conveyance Ti-
tle of  Knoxville and a happy 
hour gathering to cap off the 
festivities. Attendees were en-
couraged to contribute dona-
tions of  $9.25, $92.50 or $925, 
with giving options available 
through cash, check or the 
hospital’s online donation 
platform.

• Priority OnDemand, a na-
tional healthcare solutions 
and medical transportation 
company, recently announced 
Janet Halling has joined the 
team as director of  proposal 
development. In this newly 
established role, Halling will 
lead proposal strategy and 
development efforts support-
ing the company’s continued 
growth, competitive position-
ing and pursuit of  new health-
care partnerships nationwide.

Briefs
From page 5A

Altard State, Dickey’s Barbecue 
Pit and Lizard Thicket all were 
in the Pinnacle at Turkey Creek. 
“The recent departures of Dick-
ey’s Barbecue Pit in Farragut, 
along with Altar’d State and Liz-
ard Thicket in Knoxville, were all 
the result of each tenant reach-
ing the natural end of its lease 
term,” Pinnacle Turkey Creek 
marketing manager Gabi Walsh 
said. “These were standard 
lease expirations, and we ap-
preciate each tenant’s time at 
Pinnacle and wish them contin-
ued success. As with any retail 
center, tenant turnover is a nor-
mal part of the business, and 
our leasing team has already 
been actively working to backfill 
these spaces. We are in dis-
cussions with several exciting 
new tenants and look forward 
to sharing announcements in 
the near future as those agree-
ments are finalized.” 

Several area businesses have closed in the past couple of  months, among them, Little Joe’s Pizza, 
Altard State, Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, Lizard Thicket and Wings Etc.

Area businesses closures
was a really good turnout.

“People came in waves but 
it was a great venue and went 
well,” she said. “Everyone left 
with a prize. We had a differ-
ent revolving door of  new 
businesses, and we want to 
keep the momentum going. 
The food wasn’t bad, either, 
and people stayed later.”

The next mixer is slated for 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, weather per-
mitting with the event set to 
take place at Ace Pickleball at 
11130 Kingston Pike.

And much like last week’s 
event, Lynch and Viox will 
hope for plenty of  connections 
and networking opportunities.

“That’s the great thing 
about the small businesses in 
Farragut,” Lynch said. “They 
all communicate and support 
each other. So it’s a constant 
networking thing, and we just 
keep growing and growing.”

Mixer
From page 5A

Hosted by the Davis Family YMCA | ymcaetn.org
12133 S.Northshore Drive | 865.777.9622 

Annual Feast of Cultures 
Thanksgiving Potluck

Friday, November 13 • 12pm - 1:30pm
122 Cavette Hill Lane
Knoxville, TN 37934

865-777-9000
www.nhcfarragut.com

ACT / SAT / PSATACT / SAT / PSAT

www.testprepexperts.com
mike@testprepexperts.com

865-694-4108

Helping students improve 
test scores for 40 years.

Taking reservations for 
private tutoring and 
small group classes.

Michael K. Smith, Ph.D

117 N. Peters Road | Knoxville, TN 37923

Call (865) 691-6688 Today

Let us help with Reading & Math 
Skills for a Spectacular Fall!

CALL 
NOW FOR 
$100 OFF!

TheVillagesFarragut.com
865.671.2500

Happy HalloweenHappy Halloween
fromfromfromfrom

2026 2026 WINNERSWINNERS
CongratulationsCongratulations

We would also like to thank all our advertisers and the sponsors who helped contribute goodies for the Winners:

Turkey Creek and Kingston Pike 
Overlook locations

Ages 4-5: Ages 4-5: 11stst - Adley Lamb; 2 - Adley Lamb; 2ndnd - Valor Stoddard; 3 - Valor Stoddard; 3rdrd - Kristin Dieffenthaller - Kristin Dieffenthaller

Ages 6-8: Ages 6-8: 11stst - Hollis Knight; 2 - Hollis Knight; 2ndnd - Shea Conti; 3 - Shea Conti; 3rdrd - Macie Joy Martin  - Macie Joy Martin 

Ages 9-11: Ages 9-11: 11stst - Caroline Young; 2 - Caroline Young; 2ndnd - Anna Spadaro; 3 - Anna Spadaro; 3rdrd - Shepard White  - Shepard White 

Adults 12-112: Adults 12-112: 11stst - Laura Clift; 2 - Laura Clift; 2ndnd - Kristin Koren; 3 - Kristin Koren; 3rdrd - Hattie Zierden - Hattie Zierden

farragutfarragutpresspress  wishes to thank all the participants who submitted entries. We were very impressed with the wide range of creativity! 

Pictured in main photo: Back Row (left to right): Erin Stidham, Executive Director at Davis Family YMCA; Kristin Koren; Laura Clift; Hattie Zierden
Middle Row (left to right): Shepard White; Shea Conti; Macie Joy Martin  Front Row (left to right): Anna Spadaro, Kristin Dieffenthaller

Individual photos: Left: Caroline Young; Right: Adley Lamb  Not Pictured: Valor Stoddard; Hollis Knight
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Irish set to face Baylor  
in marquee matchup

Jake Nichols

Knoxville Catholic tailback Ryheem Lee (0) and his 
backfield mate, Kruise Buntyn, will face off with coun-
terpart David Gabriel Georges from the Baylor School 
this Friday, Oct. 30. 

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Jason Surlas took a phone call in August.
It was Mark Packer, the broadcaster and media 

personality behind the Rivalry Thursday and Rivalry 
Friday matchups that air on East Tennessee televi-
sions each fall.

Packer’s pitch to the Knoxville Catholic athletic di-
rector started a snowball effect, which will land this 
Friday, Oct. 30, as Knoxville Catholic faces the Bay-
lor School at Covenant Health Park in the inaugural 
Covenant Health Classic.

To prepare for the event, the baseball field at the 
home of  the Knoxville Smokies has been converted 
to a football gridiron.

A video from the Rivalry Thursday Instagram page 
showed bulldozers rolling onto the field as workers 
laid mats, dug up dirt and nailed down tarp to pre-
pare for the sod needed to create the playing surface.

This will not be Catholic’s first baseball venue 
this year, as the Irish defeated a Hoover (AL) at the 
Hoover Metropolitan Complex — home of  the SEC 
Baseball Tournament — earlier this season. 

Nor will it be the Catholic athletic department’s 
first foray into unique matchups, as the Irish have 
hosted outdoor volleyball matchups at Blaine Sta-
dium along with a preseason volleyball tilt between 
Tennessee and Vanderbilt in April.

It will, however, be the biggest matchup of  the sea-
son for KCHS, as the Irish take on a Baylor team fea-
turing 5-star tailback David Gabriel-Georges, who is 
committed to Tennessee.

Another visiting draw comes in the form of  Mar-
shall Manning, a Baylor backup QB who is the son 

Jake Nichols

Bearden senior Landree Horner (20) celebrates after 
scoring a goal against Morristown West in a Class 
AAA sectional match Saturday, Oct. 24. 

Bearden back at  
state for 14th time
n 	Jake Nichols 

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

The banners across 
Bearden’s Radcliffe-Kel-
ly Soccer Complex speak 
for themselves. But the 
quiet confidence car-
ried by the team is even 
louder.

The latter was on full 
display last Saturday, 
Oct. 24, as the Lady Soc-
cer Dawgs defeated vis-
iting Morristown West 
6-0 in their Class AAA 
sectional match at BHS. 

With the win, Bearden 
has a chance to defend 
its 2025 title after advanc-
ing to its 14th state tour-
nament appearance in 
program history.

When the clock hit 
zero, there was no dog 
pile. Instead, Bearden’s 
players smiled and ex-
changed high-fives after 
moving one step closer 
to their ultimate goal. 

“I guess it comes with 
the territory,” Bearden 
head coach Ryan Rad-

FMS goes back-to-back in state titles

Photo submitted

On Thursday, Oct. 1, the Farragut Middle School softball team won its second 
consecutive Tennessee Middle School Fall State Championship Tournament title 
in Athens, Tennessee. 

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

Earlier this month, the 
Farragut Middle School 
softball team went back-
to-back with a second 
consecutive title in the 
Tennessee Middle School 
Fall State Championship 
Tournament. 

With only one avail-
able pitcher in Lydia 
Lane, the Lady Admirals 
survived two 90-minute 
games with Lane in the 
circle.

After going up 4-0 in 
the first game, Farragut 
lost 6-4, but they bounced 
back for a 9-8 win to 
take the title over Meigs 
County, as Sophia Wat-
kins knocked a bases-
loaded RBI single down 

the third-base line to ce-
ment the victory and a 
final mark of  22-6.

“Would have liked to 
have played a little bet-
ter in the league tour-
nament,” head coach 
Nick Green said. “We got 
beat by Gibbs and Halls 
there, and we were not 
scheduled to go to the 
tournament because it’s 
supposed to be the top 
four qualifiers. A couple 
teams  elected not to go, 
and we got into it and 
played pretty well.  

“Those championship 
games, it was a rough 
night. We were down 
to just one pitcher, and 
Lydia gave us everything 
she had. We were able to 
put enough runs on the 
board to outscore them.”

Earlier in the tourna-
ment, FMS won its first 
game 9-1 then defeated 
Bearden 7-6 in a come-
back victory. An 8-0 win 
over Jefferson County 
followed in the winner’s 
bracket final, slotting 
Farragut in the cham-
pionship for the second 
straight year.  

The Lady Admirals 
had to battle back from 
a deficit in the second 
game, overcoming a 3-0 
deficit to take a 4-3 lead. 
Not to be outdone, Meigs 
tacked on another run to 
tie it at 4-4 before FMS 
exploded for four more 
runs. But Meigs scored 
again, adding four runs 
of  its own to tie the score 

See FMS on Page 2B

See BEARDEN on Page 3B See IRISH on Page 2B
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Jake Nichols

Farragut’s Johnny Jacobs (2) fights for yardage against Oak 
Ridge Friday, Oct. 23, at Blankenship Field.

Farragut shows ‘fight’  
against Wildcats

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

OAK RIDGE — Elijah 
Sadler took the pitch, stopped 
and heaved a spiral into the  
October night at Blankenship 
Field.

Johnny Jacobs leaped and 
hauled in the pass, turning 
to stiff-arm a defender as he 
picked up 10 more yards. The 
trickery preceded Jacobs’ 
fourth-down catch on the same 
drive, setting up Carter Col-
lier’s 3-yard touchdown run 
to bring FHS within a score  
of  Oak Ridge last Friday, Oct. 
23.

It was an admirable re-
sponse from the Admiral 
squad, which overcame a 
blocked punt that led to Oak 
Ridge’s first score of  the night.

Neither that nor a fourth-
quarter touchdown by Cruz 
Williams proved enough to 
overpower the Wildcats, how-
ever, as the home team held off 
the Admirals 35-14.

“I thought we fought for 48 
minutes,” head coach Geoff 
Courtney said afterward. “Of-
fensively, defensively. The spe-
cial teams mishap there in the 
first half  hurt us, but I thought 
our guys played with great ef-
fort and poise, able to capital-
ize on some of  their mistakes 
and their penalties helped us 
out. 

“We have to play better com-
plementary football. We did 
that in long stretches, prob-
ably more than we have in any 
game outside of  Bearden. Not 
the outcome we wanted obvi-
ously, but proud of  our guys’ 
effort and fight.”

Farragut reflected that ear-
ly, turning the Wildcats away 
with a fourth-down   stop on 
their first drive.

When the Admirals re-
gained possession, an incom-
plete pass and two short runs 
set up the punt, which was 
blocked to put the Wildcats at 
the FHS one-yard-line.

Tailback Damillyan Porter 
pushed into the end zone to 
draw first blood, but that was 
all the Wildcats could muster 
in the first quarter.

He found the end zone again 
less than 90 seconds into the 
second quarter, and Farragut 
responded with a nice return 
from Sadler before returning 
the ball to the Wildcats with 

another punt.
The Ads regained possession 

shortly thereafter, though, set-
ting up their best drive of  the 
season from their own 22-yard-
line. Collier picked up 12 yards 
for a first down, then he took 
the ball again before Sadler hit 
Jacobs on the trick play. Two 
more Collier runs followed 
with a sack of  Hayes Sharp in-
between, giving FHS a fourth 
down with four yards to go. 
Undeterred, Sharp fired a dart 
to Jacobs to the 11-yard-line, 
and two more Collier runs put 
Farragut in the end zone.

The Admirals’ tailback pro-
vided plenty of  tough yards 
throughout the possession, 
and Jacobs and Sharp con-
nected well on two more key 
plays.

“He’s really had a good sea-
son,” Courtney said of  Jacobs. 
“We’ve not been able to get 
him the ball as much as we 
would have liked, but we have 
grown up around him in other 
areas. It was good to see him 
be productive. Hayes, he had a 
couple ill-timed interceptions 
but settled in and made some 
good throws.”

Another Oak Ridge score fol-
lowed, as Tennessee commit-
ment Malik Howard snagged 
a TD in the corner to put the 
score at 21-7 going into half-
time. The Wildcats ultimately 
stretched the lead out to 35-7 
as Sharp was picked off twice, 
but Farragut freshman Easton 
Lear made an interception of  
his own to set up Farragut’s 
final score from Williams. 

The visitors marched 88 
yards to pay dirt, as Williams 
punched in the score before 
Caleb Bell’s PAT marked the 
final margin.

This week, the Admirals 
are turning their attention to 
Cleveland to wrap up the regu-
lar season with Senior Night.

“These seniors have led us 
and stuck together all year 
long,” Courtney said. “It has 
not been easy by any stretch, 
and it’s been frustrating. But 
they have managed to keep 
us together and a lot of  guys 
in that group have been pro-
ductive and great teammates. 
So we need to honor them the 
right way on Senior Night. 
Cleveland will be playing for 
a second-place home playoff 
game Friday, so we need to 
bring our A-game.”

History, heartbreak  
comprise DII soccer slate

Jake Nichols

Webb’s Emorie Barton (15) celebrates after putting the Lady 
Spartans ahead of Lipscomb Academy 1-0 in the state quarter-
finals Saturday, Oct. 24. Webb has moved on to the Division II 
state semifinals this week in Chattanooga. 

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

KNOXVILLE — Webb’s 
Emorie Barton sent the ball 
splashing into the net, giving 
the Lady Spartans a 1-0 lead 
on Saturday, Oct. 24, in the 
Division II-AA state quarter-
finals.

Webb School of  Knoxville 
went on to clinch a 5-2 state 
semifinal win over Lipscomb 
Academy, marking the best re-
sult for area private schools in 
postseason girls’ soccer.

In the Division II-A quar-
terfinals, Christian Academy 
of  Knoxville fell to University 
School of  Jackson 3-0, while 
Concord Christian lost 2-0 at 
Lausanne Collegiate in Mem-
phis.

This was Concord’s fourth 
state tournament appearance 
in the last five years, as CCS 
defeated University School of  
Nashville 4-1 to mark its first 
state win in program history.

“You don’t know what to ex-
pect replacing some starters,” 
CCS head coach Jason Jen-
nings said. “To make it as far 
as we did, it’s a pretty proud 
accomplishment for our pro-
gram.”

For CAK, Saturday marked 
the Lady Warriors’ first Elite 8 
appearance since 2019. 

“Overall, the level of  com-
mitment and determination 
and willingness to play at a 
higher level and support each 
other is what it came down 
to for our season’s success,” 
Warriors head coach Nathan 
Worley said. “The first year is 
tough for any head coach, but 

what stood out to me is how 
much these girls love God and 
love each other.” 

At Webb, this marks the 
third consecutive year the 
program has reached the 
state semifinals with a fourth-
straight appearance in the 
state tournament. 

Today, Oct. 28, the Lady 
Spartans will face Christ Pres-
byterian Academy in a push 

for their third straight state 
championship appearance. 

“Maybe when we win the big 
game we’ll have a little more 
swagger to us, but our girls 
still struggle with the confi-
dence that’s needed to be pres-
ent in those big games,” head 
coach Elaine Roth said. “To 
get them ready, I keep them fo-
cused on the task at hand and 
go one game at a time.”

of  former UT quarterback Pey-
ton Manning.

“I’m super excited about 
this,” said Surlas, whose own 
team features QB Mack Bar-
tholomew and weapons such 
as Kruise Buntyn and David 
Thomas. We always love to 
be the first to do anything, 
so we’re honored and grate-
ful to Covenant Health Park. 
And Chris Allen, CEO of  Boyd 
Sports, has been fantastic. It’s 
a home game for us and we had 
this opportunity come up, and 
we wanted to talk to our senior 
parents and get their take. Af-
ter doing that, Mr. Sompayrac 
and Coach Shadowens and I 

decided to do it. We’re giving 
up a home game to do it but it’s 
too exciting to turn down.”

Surlas noted that Packer 
inquired about televising the 
Catholic-Baylor game when 
it was slated to take place at 
KCHS

But the Irish already had 
agreed to be televised for their 
Thursday night tilt with An-
derson County, so Surlas said 
he was hesitant about the  
Baylor game since he  
wanted the crowd there to see 
it in person.

“I’m not sure when Bay-
lor’s running back had com-
mitted to Tennessee and it 
became a huge story,” he 
said. “That might’ve co-
incided with the timing,  

but Mark Packer reached out 
to us weeks before the season 
to inquire about allowing him 
to broadcast his game with 
Baylor. 

“We were already slated for 
Anderson County and wanted 
to maximize our home stands 
and make a little money at the 
gate and figured it would be a 
big game, so we were hesitant 
on that,” Surlas added. “We po-
litely declined, but a few weeks 
later, he reached out and said 
he’d had contact with Chris Al-
len. So we met with Chris and 
Mark together and hammered 
out the details.”

The final product will take 
place this weekend, as Knox-
ville’s home for baseball be-
comes a football spectacle.

and set up  Watkins’ walk-off.
She finished the second 

game 3-for-4 at the plate while 
Logan Shrader went 2-for-4 in 
the first game and 3-for-3 in the 
second championship outing. 

Going forward, Green is 
eager to see how his eight 
eighth-graders mesh with his 
Farragut High School players. 
But he is just as eager about 
next year’s middle school 
squad and the possibility of  a 
three-peat.

“The eighth-graders will be 
freshmen this year, so we’ll 
see how they end up working 

out and contributing,” he said. 
“They get to practice and play 
with really good kids who are 
older than them, and they’ll 
get to see how to prepare. We 
practice on a more regular ba-

sis, five to six days a week with 
multiple games, so just know-
ing how to prepare and handle 
your academics and all those 
things.”

Irish
From page 1B

FMS
From page 1B
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cliffe said. “In a weird way, 
they’ve been talking about 
going to state for multiple 
weeks, and you want them to 
understand how hard it is to 
get there. But you’re also en-
couraged that they expect to 
be there. 

“I hope they have a bigger 
mission and end goal, and I 
think it comes with wearing 
that jersey. We have a tough 
road ahead of  us. But obvious-
ly always happy to get back 
there, and you don’t take it 
lightly with how strong soccer 
is in our area.”

On Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
Bearden took on Ravenwood 
in the state quarterfinals. 
While results were unavail-
able by press time, the Lady 
Dawgs relied on the same 
pieces that guided them to this 
point.

Last Saturday’s win saw two 
goals from Webb transfer Lan-
dree Horner.

“For her first year in the 
program, she brings the men-
tality,” Radcliffe added of  
Horner. “If  you watch her on 
the field, I think she’d com-
pete in a race to the parking 
lot. She’s got that different 
edge to her. She never wants 
to lose.”

Along with Horner’s two 
goals, Madi Bowlin, Leighton 
Corum and freshmen Baylor 
Kohlbusch and Avery Stevens 
scored one apiece. 

BHS will look to maintain 
that same approach this week, 
taking each game as it comes.

And in the end, Radcliffe’s 
squad hopes to lift another 
trophy to hang another ban-
ner along the wall.  

 “You just look at one game 
at a time,” Radcliffe said. “The 
state tournament is supposed 
to be hard, and we can make 
a tough route. You love that 
everyone each year holds up 
a reputation of  what the pre-
vious classes have set. I never 
want to say we’re rebuilding, 
and I think it’s the proof  in 
the pudding with where we 
are at.”

Bearden
From page 1B

Jake Nichols

Left: Concord Christian’s Laney Hochevar (10) earned All-Dis-
trict and All-Tournament honors for the Lady Lions in the 2026 v 
olleyball season. Right: Farragut’s Megan Frana (6) was named 
first-team All-District and earned All-Tournament team for the 
2026 season. Frana is one of three Lady Admirals to be se-
lected for district honors and is one of several area players to 
be recognized. 

Local standouts earn volleyball honors
n 	Jake Nichols 

	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

With fall sports wrapping up, 
postseason awards have begun 
for multiple sports, including 
volleyball.

Under first-year coach Whit-
ney Lee, Farragut saw three 
honorees: first-team All-Dis-
trict selection Megan Frana, 
who also earned All-Tourna-
ment honors; and second-team 
selection Olivia Cope; and hon-
orable mention selection Em-
berly McNair.

“With Megan, her presence 
at the net is obvious, but her 
back row presence is less talked 
about,” Lee said “She doesn’t 
talk too much but does so pur-
posefully and takes responsi-
bility. She’s well-rounded as 
a player, but she’s also a great 
teammate and easy to coach 
and play with because of  her 
character and humility.

“And (Cope), she’s so smart. 
I’m trying to get her to swing 
more but she knows where to 
place the ball. I had zero hesi-
tation putting her in because 
she’s so good defensively.”

With McNair, Lee credited 
the sophomore’s infectious en-
ergy that spreads throughout 
the team.

“It really helps, especially 

in volleyball, and she was just 
ready,” Lee said of  McNair. 
“Sometimes I’d start her in the 
back, sometimes in the front, 
and she was ready for what-
ever we needed. She was very 
effective all the way around but 
would always cheer for other 
people, too. A really good ath-
lete who applied all the feed-
back given with lots of  energy.”

At Bearden, head coach Kai-
tlyn Davidson saw a sizable 
impact from All-District picks 
Karis McGaha, Lyla Sutton and 
Addy Mahan. 

“This season wasn’t every-
thing we hoped for in the win 
column, but I’m proud of  the 
heart our girls showed through 
the challenges,” Davidson said. 

Under coach Eric Boden, 
HVA saw three All-District 
picks in first-teamer Maddie 
Jerrell, second-team pick Caro-
line Clauss and honorable men-
tion selection Parker Lamb. 
Clauss earned Server of  the 
Year and was named to the All-
Region team while Lamb and 
Jerrell earned All-Tournament 
honors for district. 

In Division II, Webb’s Isla Ad-
ams and Arabella Keith earned 
All-Region honors while Con-
cord Christian’s Laney Hoche-
var was named All-Tourna-
ment. She earned first-team 

All-District, along with Molly 
Sloan and Madisyn Glasgow. 
Second-team All-District went 
to Clara Sanchez and Manhat-
tan Shuler.

At CAK, Olivia Engle and 
Harper   Bodiscomassink 
earned second-team All-Dis-

trict and Newcomer of  the Year, 
respectively.

At Knoxville Catholic, Emma 
Glandon earned All-District 
for the Irish while Vanderbilt 
signee Mia Kinney took home 
region MVP honors.

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

After a remarkable season, 
Hardin Valley Academy hoped 
to make more program history 
last weekend.

A late Cleveland touchdown 
prevented it.

With HVA clinging to a slim 
lead over the Blue Raiders, 
Cleveland quarterback Kason 
McGowan leaped into a pile 
at the goal line. The Hawks 
thought they got the stop, but 
officials ruled on his second ef-
fort and called it a touchdown. 

HVA proved unable to cross 
midfield on its final drive, leav-
ing the Hawks just shy of  a win 
that would have given them the 
2-seed and a home game in the 
Region 2-6A playoffs.

Now, per head coach Ty-
ler Wynn, HVA has to beat 
Ooltewah and needs Maryville 
to beat Oak Ridge to ensure the 
Hawks still get in. This changes 
the circumstances a bit for a 
team that appeared to have es-
sentially sealed its postseason 
fate with a key victory over Oak 
Ridge in Week 8.

“I’m not happy, and I told the 

kids that,” Wynn said of  the 
Cleveland loss. “But I’m not 
disappointed either. Pleased 
with how hard they played and 
the way they competed. We had 
some things not go our way and 
they did a really good job defen-
sively. We played ball control be-
cause I didn’t want their offense 
on the field forever, and they had 
a couple breaks to their way that 
we couldn’t capitalize on.”

Cleveland ran five plays in-
side the 1-yard-line, and Wynn 
acknowledged the statements 
he heard about whether or not 
the Raiders scored. He also gave 

credit where it was due, though.
“Well, you know what? They 

earned it,” he said. “They found 
a way to get it across the line 
and we couldn’t make the stop 
when we needed to. It’s on to 
the next one to see what we can 
do to try to put ourselves in a 
better situation.”

This week, HVA will welcome 
an Owls team that lost last week 
at Lenoir City. To win, HVA will 
need weapons like Riley Matz, 
Jeremiah Brown and Nic Riv-
ers on offense, along with Beau 
Wise on defense and Logan 
Holbrook in special teams. 

Hawks fall short in push for 2-seed
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October brought plenty of  pumpkins, fresh air, and mean-
ingful connections to the Davis Family YMCA! As the seasons 
changed, our members continued to show us how much joy 
comes from trying something new and growing together.

Our Pumpkin Dunkin Floating Pumpkin Patch made a splash, bringing 
families together for a playful twist on a favorite fall tradition. Unplugged 
Family Game Night offered another opportunity to put down the screens, 
share some laughs, and enjoy time together.

Outside our walls, a beautiful Y Hike gave members the chance to enjoy the 
outdoors, take in the season, and connect along the trail. Our Senior Social 
trip to Brushy Mountain Prison combined fellowship with a fun and informa-
tive look into Tennessee history.

Beyond these special events, October was filled with personal victories. 
Whether building strength, gaining confidence, developing healthy habits, 
or making a new friend, our members reminded us that growth happens in 
many forms.

That is what makes the Y so special: the people who encourage one another 
along the way. We are grateful to be part of  their journeys and to offer a place 
where every generation can belong, discover new possibilities, and keep mov-
ing forward together.

Fall Fun & Growing Together 
at the Davis YMCA

8 AM water aerobics knows how to work hard, and play hard! 
What a community! Everyone wore party hats for Gary’s 80th birthday.

Unplugged Family Game Night Winners, everywhere! Thank you so much to Culver’s for providing 
DELCIOUS vanilla and chocolate custard scoops!

The Geagley’s found the 
2 cutest punkins in the patch!

The YMCA loves our partnership with 
CADES.  Thank you Diane and Dena 
for the awesome work your organiza-
tion does to help those suffering de-
mentia to stay healthy and enriched. 

Lyla Mae and Mommy 
took a relaxing float around the 

patch to find just the perfect punkin.

Thank you Ed, Paul, Phil, David and 
Duane for keeping our windows 

squeaky clean!

The Punkin Dunkin 
brings out the artist in us all.

Queen Parker designing her future castle!Photos submitted

You never know what fun activity 
Allan has up his sleeve for Senior 

Strong.  Peggy crushed the 
backwards walk warm up!

Mrs. Pat, Brody and Grac 
rest after a big dance party 

blow out to “Who let the 
dog’s out?” at Game Night!
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Cancer Awareness

n 	Rachel Totten 
	Contributor

In 2023, while 33 weeks pregnant, West Knox-
ville resident Rachel Strange noticed a lump in 
one of  her breasts while getting dressed. 

“I just happened to feel it — I wasn’t doing a 
self-examination or trying to feel for it at all,” 
said Strange, who was only 33 years old at the 
time. “I was also too young for mammograms 
so, to be honest, I wasn’t freaking out or any-
thing much at first because your body goes 
through so many different things when you’re 
pregnant anyway.”

In fact, at a routine OB-GYN appointment 
later that day, Strange was told the lump could 
very well be a result of  hormonal changes dur-
ing pregnancy. 

“They said it’s kind of  weird but could be nor-
mal, and to just keep an eye on it,” she said. 

However, at her next appointment a few 
weeks later, Strange mentioned that the lump 
had not gone away yet, causing her prenatal 
care team to swiftly take action.

“Luckily for me, they said that they don’t 
mess around with a lump and sent me down for 
a mammogram and ultrasound,” Strange said. 
“And things went pretty quickly from there.”

Strange soon was diagnosed with triple nega-

tive breast cancer but, seeing as she was in her 
third trimester, she was unable to begin treat-
ment until after her daughter was born. 

“So they brought her early—at 36 weeks—and 
I started treatment three weeks later,” she said. 

Strange’s treatment began with 16 rounds of  
chemotherapy, followed by surgery, radiation 
and oral chemo — a long and difficult experi-
ence for anyone, let alone a new mother. Yet, 
even in the most trying times, she was commit-
ted to remaining positive. 

“I never had a newborn without undergoing 
chemo, so I didn’t know the difference,” Strange 
explained. “Like, I was tired but all newborn 
mothers talk about being tired. Obviously it 
wasn’t what my idea of  early motherhood was 
or what I expected my early motherhood to look 
like, but we made the best of  it.” 

After all, for Strange, her daughter has al-
ways been her reason for hope, especially dur-
ing treatment. 

“I just kept looking toward the future and 
everything that I would get to experience with 
my daughter,” she said. “And I’d say I had some 
pretty good motivation to get through it.”

Having completed her last treatment in May 
of  2025, Strange now is learning to navigate the 

Photo submitted

Rachel Strange was diagnosed with triple negative breast cancer during the third trimester of her 
pregnancy with her daughter.

Looking toward the future
New mother persevered through cancer treatment

See MOTHER on Page 7B

Photos Tammy Cheek

FHS orchestra students, Emily Bockman, left, and Camden Cof-
fey play as they learn during the Knoxville Symphony orchestra 
Side By Side program.

A shared stage, 
 a lasting memory

n 	Tammy Cheek  
	 tcheek@farragutpress.com

Fifty to 60 Farragut High 
School’s orchestra students 
got a chance Thursday, Oct. 
22, and Friday, Oct. 30, to 
learn from 18 Knoxville Sym-
phony Orchestra musicians 
in preparation for an upcom-
ing concert 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 5, at FHS. 

The concert is free and open 
to the public. 

“It’s exciting,” FHS director 
of  orchestras Rodney Brown 
said about the Side-by-Side. 
“It’s a lot going into it. This 
will be our second concert of  
the year, and we did some of  
the music on the first concert 
in preparations for this con-
cert. 

“We get to work with 16 to 
18 professionals,” he said. 
“Five of  them will be here to-
day [Oct. 22] working with the 
kids. It’s been a challenge but 
it’s been a tremendous privi-
lege and a lot of  fun putting 
this music together.”

That music revolves around 
Americana in observance of  
the 250th birthday of  America. 

“Everything is American 
composers, American-based, 
and it’s quite diverse music, 
from Copeland to Berstein to 
Price and Mark O’Connor, the 
fiddle player,” Brown said. “A 
lot of  music, a lot of  different 
genres. Something for every-
body at the concert.”

“It’s always great to see new 
generations coming in,” said 
KSO director Aram DeMir-
jian said. “I hope I can be of  
inspiration for them.” 

“I feel like this is such a 
cool and amazing opportunity 
for everybody because KSO 
hasn’t done this [program at 
FHS] in years,” FHS fresh-
man Liddy Price said. “Not 
only are they going to do it 
with our school, but Aram 
DeMirjian, the conductor of  
the KSO, is coming in to con-
duct us at our concert, and 

Knoxville Symphony Orchestra 
director Aram DeMirjian tunes 
his violin before the Side by 
Side session. 

that’s just almost unheard of. 
It’s crazy. I’m super excited.” 

“I’ve heard this is the first 
time they’ve chosen to do this 
in the Farragut area for a long 
time,” FHS freshman violin 
student Emily Bockman said. 
“I think that’s pretty cool. 

“They’ve got a quintet or 
two coming in to help us,” 
she added. “I’m waiting to see 
what I can learn from them.” 

“The KSO has been a big 
part of  my life for a while,” 
freshman Layla Bennett said. 
“I’ve gone to see a lot of  their 
shows with family. I’m just re-
ally excited overall.  

“I would really like to work 
with professionals and love 
to know how I can get better,” 
she added.

The collaboration between 
KSO and FHS is a Side-By-
Side program provided by 
KSO because “it’s a great way 
to connect with the students 
in our community,” said Mad-
die Helbling, KSO director 
of  education and community 
partnership. “It’s a great op-
portunity to allow high school 
students who might have 
interest in becoming profes-
sional musicians or who love 
playing their instrument an 
opportunity to get to work 
with professional musicians. 

“These programs are really 
special because it allows them 

See STAGE on Page 8B

1067 1 Parkside Dr Knoxvil le TN 37922 |  Call  |   (87 7 ) 541-4957 |  www.graysonbmw.com
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Best Luxury Brand 
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*Consumer Reports  does not endorse products or services.

10811 Kingston Pike | Knoxville, TN 37934 | Bus: 865-690-7100 | mansour@myknoxvilleinsurance.com

Congratulations to Kingsley for winning the Good Neighbor 
Character Award presented by Mansour Hasan, State Farm 
Agent. This award recognizes students who exemplify out-
standing character traits. “Kingsley is a wonderful young 
man,” said his second grade teacher, Mrs. Edwards. 
“He is respectful in the classroom and always does well 
academically, as well as socially. He is a good friend to 
others in our class. He is an all-around good kid!”

Kingsley

Mansour Hasan

Mansour Hasan, State Farm Agent presents 
The Good Neighbor Character Award 

{REWARDS 
PROGRAM 
Spend $100 
get $10 back 

in store

SPICES · TEAS · BLENDS · GIFTS 

IN-STORE EVENTS · TEA FLIGHTS 

HOT & ICED TEA TO-GO

522 S. Gay Street  |  Knoxville, TN 37902 
865.985.0913  |  knoxville@spiceandtea.com

/TSTEKnoxville
@spiceandtea.knoxville

Find Your Way to Flavor!®

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY TO 

FARRAGUT 
for purchases 

over $65
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Obituaries

Ramon Gene Lee, Jr., en-
tered peacefully into the pres-
ence of  the Lord on October 20, 
2026, in Beaufort, South Caro-
lina. He was born on October 
20, 1960, in Knoxville, Tennes-
see, to Ramon and Elizabeth 
Lee.

 He attended Farragut High 
School, graduating in 1979, and 
went on to earn a Bachelor of  
Science degree from the Uni-
versity of  Tennessee. After 
graduating, he began a career 
in sales and eventually opened 

his own business selling refrig-
erant products. After living 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
Marietta, Georgia, he and his 
wife, Yvonne, settled in Bluff-
ton, South Carolina, where he 
retired.

 “Ray Lee from Tennessee” 
never met a stranger. He loved 
cooking, grilling, and enter-
taining, and his award-winning 
Hillbilly Chili was always a hit 
with family and friends. He 
also enjoyed saltwater aquari-
ums and Tennessee football. 

Most of  all, he loved his fam-
ily. Although he lived in South 
C a r o l i n a , 
he stayed 
close to his 
parents and 
s i b l i n g s 
t h r o u g h 
daily calls 
and words 
of  encour-
agement. He 
will be deep-
ly missed by his family and 
friends.

 Ramon is survived by his 
wife, Yvonne; his son, Ramon 
III; his stepchildren, Tori 
Lemke, Brandon Harrison, and 
Ryan Harrison; his parents, 
Ramon and Elizabeth Lee; his 
brothers, Bryan (Paula) and 
Steven (Yumei); and his sister, 
Rachel Piotrowski (John). He 
is also survived by his nieces 
and nephews: Gayle Smith (Da-
vid), Matthew Lee (Jennifer), 
Marshall Lee, Daniel Lee, Gus 
Piotrowski, and Jake Piotrows-
ki. He also leaves behind many 

special aunts and uncles.
Funeral services will be 

held Monday, October 26, 2026, 
at 1:00 p.m. CDT at West End 
Church of  God.  Burial will be 
in Lee Family Cemetery. On-
line condolences can be made 
at www.reedfamilyfh.com. Ar-
rangements are by Putnam-
Reed Funeral Home, 1171 Main 
Street, Pikeville, TN. Visita-
tion will be held Monday, Octo-
ber 26, 2026 from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. CDT at West End Church 
of  God.

Ralph Myrl Skinner, Jr., 
71, of  Knoxville, TN, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
October 17, 2026, in Greenville, 
SC, surrounded by his family. 
Family was always at the cen-
ter of  his life, and he cherished 
it deeply.

Ralph was born on Novem-
ber 11, 1954, in Gadsden, AL, 
to the late Ralph Myrl Skinner 
Sr. and Ursula Pauline Rich-
ter. He grew up on Weiss Lake 
in Centre, AL. His childhood  
days were spent learning 
to fish, ski, play sports, and  
working in his dad’s appliance 
repair shop where he learned 
to tinker and fix almost  
anything. After high school, 
he attended Jacksonville State 
University then graduated 

from the University of  Ala-
bama.

Ralph’s first job moved him 
to Knoxville, TN, where he 
met his wife Susie at Middle-
brook Pike UMC. They were 
married for 46 years, raised 
their two sons in that church, 
and have been devoted mem-
bers of  its family ever since. 
Ralph’s dedication to church 
is seen in countless ways as he 
served on the Church Leader-
ship Council; volunteered with 
the FISH program; organized 
and led multiple mission trips; 
organized and led the United  
Methodist Men; was a staple 
in the Chancel Choir every 
Sunday morning; led the youth 
group, college students, and 
several Sunday School classes 

over the years to name a few. 
He never met a stranger, at 
church or anywhere else in 
Knoxville.

R a l p h ’ s 
heart for ser-
vice knew no 
end as he 
was firmly 
entrenched 
throughout 
the commu-
nity as well. 
Most nota-
bly, since 2002, Ralph was the 
“Voice of  the Admirals,” vol-
unteering as the PA announcer 
for Farragut High School base-
ball. He traveled across the 
state to call games on the radio 
so fans at home could follow 
along. Due to his unwavering 

commitment, he was inducted 
into the Farragut High School 
Sports Hall of  Fame as the 
Service Awardee and the press 
box at the baseball field is now 
named after him.

Ralph began his career at 
the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity, then moved to the Depart-
ment of  Energy in Oak Ridge 
in the 1990s. Work was never 
the center of  his life, though. 
He loved bringing a project to 
life with his own hands, and on 
most Saturdays you could find 
him tinkering in the garage on 
one odd job or another, a trait 
he got from his father.

Ralph is survived by his 
beloved wife, Susie; his sons, 
Mark (Chariti), and Andrew; 
his granddaughters, Isabella, 

and Mabry; and his sisters, 
Margarit Gray (Bill), and Bar-
bara Cobb (Reggie).

A celebration of  Ralph’s life 
will be held in the Sanctuary  
at Middlebrook United Meth-
odist Church Saturday, Oc-
tober 31, 2026. A receiving of  
friends will be held from 12:00 
- 2:00 p.m. followed by the Cel-
ebration of  Life Service at 2:00 
p.m.

 In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
gifts may be made to Middle-
brook Pike UMC (https://app.
securegive.com/middlebrook-
pike/middlebrook-pike-umc).

 Favorite memories and con-
dolences may be shared with 
the family by visiting www.
thomasmcafee.com.

challenges of  life after cancer. 
“It’s almost more difficult af-

ter you’re finished with treat-
ment,” she said. “Things don’t 
just go back to normal because 
everything has changed. And 
you still have appointments 
all the time; you’re still ner-
vous and having scans, and it 
doesn’t just stop like that.”

This is why getting involved 
with a local organization such 
as  Breast Connect can be so 
invaluable, Strange said. 

“That’s where you will meet 
some of  the best people that 
are in the worst club,” she 
said of  Breast Connect’s pri-
vate Facebook group. “Getting 
advice and just hearing from 
others that are in the same 
situation as you is really help-
ful.”

Mother
From page 3B

Photo submitted
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Watch our services on 
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Send upcoming events for the Press 
Planner to editor@farragutpress.com

Press Planner

• Downtown Knoxville Alli-
ance invites residents and visi-
tors to enter the Wicked Cool 
costume photo contest before 
the celebration comes to an end 
Oct. 31. Entrants can compete 
in eight categories: Best Cou-
ple, Cutest, Best Family, Best 
Group (Themed), Best Holly-
wood/Broadway, Best Kid(s), 
Best Pet and Scariest. To enter, 
capture a photo in your cos-
tume with Downtown Knox-
ville as the backdrop – sug-
gested photo spots are marked 
throughout the city center. 
Then, submit your entry at 
downtownknoxville.org/wick-
ed/costume-contest or share it 
publicly on social media using 
#KnoxHalloween. For more 
tricks and treats, visit down-
townknoxville.org/wicked.

• Breast cancer survivors, 
health advocates, fitness pro-
fessionals and community 
members will gather for the 
3rd annual Let’s Beat Breast 
Cancer rally from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 31, at Marble 
City Market, 333 W. Depot 
Ave. in Knoxville. The free 
event will feature personal sto-
ries from local breast cancer  
survivors, who will discuss 
lifestyle changes that have 
helped them, along with  
drumming, dancing and en-
tertainment. The rally is free  
and open to the public. For 
more information about the 
Let’s Beat Breast Cancer cam-
paign and breast cancer pre-
vention, visit LetsBeatBreast-
Cancer.org.

• Blue Ridge Yoga invites the 
community to its second an-
nual Fall 5K Fundraiser Sat-

urday, Oct. 31, at noon. The 
5K is a gentle, 3.1-mile paved 
walk along the scenic green-
ways behind the Blue Ridge 
Yoga studio at 623 N Campbell 
Station Road in Farragut. Reg-
istration is $29, with proceeds 
benefiting Smoky Mountain 
Service Dogs, a local non-
profit providing service dogs 
to veterans and first respond-
ers. Dogs are welcome to join 
this walk. Register at https://
www.yogaknoxvilletn.com/
workshops-events.

• MEDIC had over 30 origi-
nal T-shirt designs submitted 
by local high school students. 
That has been narrowed to  
the final four, and it’s time 
to pick the winner. The final 
round of  voting will take place 
from Monday, Oct. 26, through 
Sunday, Nov. 1. The winner 
will be announced in Novem-
ber. The winning design will 
be featured as the shirt design 
for March 2027, and the stu-
dent will receive a $500 E-Gift 
card. Vote at https://ahaslides.
com/01BW5

• Keyboards at Christmas 
returns to the Clayton Cen-
ter for the Arts at Maryville 
College on Saturday, Dec. 5, 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 6, 
at 3 p.m. The event brings to-
gether talented musicians for 
two performances of  beauti-
ful Christmas music with all 
proceeds benefiting Mission 
of  Hope. Tickets are $29.99 
each with reserved seating for 
both performances. Parking is 
free. Tickets are available now 
at missionofhope.org/key-

Obituaries

Rosemary Ann Graziano 
It’s with heavy hearts that we 

announce the passing of  our 
beloved wife, mother, Noonie, 
and great grandmother, Rose-
mary Ann 
( R i c h a r d ) 
G r a z i a n o . 
R o s e m a r y 
was 88 years 
old when she 
passed away 
on October 
22,  2026. She 
was known 
for a life 
defined by 
deep faith, unconditional love, 
and devotion to her family and 
friends.

Rosemary was born in 
Thibodaux, Louisiana to Whit-
ney Richard and Louise Bau-
doin. She was raised in New 
Orleans, Louisiana with her 
brother Ronald Joseph Rich-
ard and, after marriage, spent 
her adult life in Covington, 
Louisiana, where she dedicat-

ed herself  to raising her fam-
ily and creating a loving home. 
Later in life, she relocated with 
her husband to Lenoir City, 
Tennessee. Rosemary was 
married to Dr. Frank William 
Graziano for sixty-six

 years and she was the moth-
er of  Frank John Graziano 
(Judith), Lisa Marie Roberts 
(Randal), and Angela Marie Pi-
fer (Nathan).

Rosemary had a deep and 
abiding faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ and her relation-
ship with Him guided her 
throughout her life. As an ac-
tive member of  Cedar Springs 
Presbyterian Church, she led a 
women’s bible study for many 
years.

Rosemary’s greatest legacy 
is the family she leaves behind: 
three children, eight grand-
children, and sixteen great-
grandchildren. She was prede-
ceased by one grandchild. The 
love she poured into each gen-
eration will continue to live on 

through them, along with the 
faith, values, and cherished 
memories she instilled in her 
family.

Though her family will deep-
ly miss her presence, they will 
forever treasure the memories 
they shared and the example 
she set through a lifetime of  
love and devotion.

 We take comfort in the faith 
that sustained her in life and 
in the hope of  eternal peace 
in God’s loving presence. Her 
earthly journey has ended, 
but the love she gave and the 
legacy she leaves behind will 
endure for generations.

She was deeply loved, and 
she will be forever cherished 
and missed.

A celebration of  life will be 
held on Saturday, October 31, 
2026, at Click Funeral Home 
Chapel in Farragut, Tennes-
see. A visitation will be held 
at 11:30 p.m. with a service fol-
lowing at 12:30 p.m.

Paul Buchanan Garrison, 
87, of  Farragut, TN (formerly 
of  Nash-
ville, TN), 
passed away 
M o n d a y , 
October 12, 
2026. He was 
p r e c e d e d 
in death by 
his parents, 
Pauline and 
Claude Gar-
rison. He is survived by wife of  
62 years, Phylis Scales Garri-
son; daughters, Claudia Stall-

ings (Mike) and Paula Herston 
(Kelly/KO); sister, Mary Gow-
ens; sister-in-law, Doris Davis; 
and their families.

A member of  Auburn Uni-
versity’s marching band, Paul 
was also drummer for The 
Webs, a local fraternity favor-
ite, and in 1962, began touring 
with Roy Orbison as a member 
of  The Candymen. He recorded 
“Oh, Pretty Woman” in 1964, a 
worldwide #1 hit. His musical 
adventures included touring 
England, where the Beatles 
opened for Orbison. He even 

learned to surf  in Hawaii from 
one of  the Beach Boys. His 
performance on The Ed Sulli-
van Show can be found online. 
Most of  his professional career 
was as a graphic artist and 
events specialist.

A man of  strong faith and 
a member of  Concord United 
Methodist Church, Paul never 
met a stranger. He will be re-
membered for his playful hu-
mor, warmth, and joy for life.

Online condolences may be 
expressed at www.rosefuner-
altn.com.

to work one-on-one with pro-
fessional musicians and learn 
new things about their instru-
ments … learn what it’s like to 
be a professional.,” she said. 

And, “this is really a lot 
of  fun for the students and 
musicians,”Helbling added. 

“For this particular perfor-
mance, we’re partnering with 
Farragut High School,” she 
said, explaining KSO rotates 
the schools for the program. 

“We try to do one in-county 
and one out of  county,” Helbling 
said. “When we do it in county, 
the program is free to the school 
that is participating.” 

KSO has been holding the 
program “for quite some time.

Helbling said KSO works 
closely with the high school 
orchestra director and set up 
sectionals with the students.

“So for the concert, instead 
of  working with the whole 
group together, we’ll send a 
string quartet and a bass play-
er in to work with each section 
individually,” Helbling said. 

After sectionals, the day of  
the concert, they do a full or-
chestra rehearsal, “so they 
get a full hour and a half  
to work as a full orchestra  
with all the parts playing to-
gether,” she said. “They get to 
work with our music director 
Aram DeMirjian. 

“He will help coach them 

through this rehearsal, and 
then after the dress rehearsal, 
students and musicians will 
eat dinner together,” Helbling 
said. “Then, the students will 
perform a concert on their 
high school stage side by side 
with the musicians.”

Another aspect of  the pro-
gram is the students “don’t 
have to go anywhere,” she 
said. “We go to them.”

And, “it makes it special for 
them because they have this 
memory at their school,” she 
said. 

Stage
From page 6B

Tammy Cheek

FHS freshman Liddy Price prac-
tices before Knoxville Sympho-
ny Orchestra arrives.

See PLANNER on Page 9B

000 LEGALS

000 LEGALS

classifieds
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act and the Tennessee Human Rights Act, which make it illegal to adver-
tise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.”  We will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.”

The farragutpress is not responsible for errors in an advertisement if not corrected by the first week after the ad appears. This newspaper is not responsible or liable 
whatsoever for any claim made by an ad or for any of the services, products or opportunities offered by our advertisers. We do not endorse or promote the purchase or 
sale of any product, service, company or individual that chooses to advertise in this newspaper, and we reserve the right to refuse any/all advertising we deem inap-
propriate or unacceptable by our company standards.

Classified Advertising Rates Classified PaymentsClassified Advertising 
DeadlinesLine Ads

Private Party	15 words	 $47/4 weeks
Commercial	 25 words	 $57/4 weeks
Each additional word	 25¢ per week
Display Ads	
$12.00 per column inch

Line Ads
Mondays, 11:00 am

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Payments may be made by cash, 
check or credit card. Prepayment is 

required on all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:

 To place your Classified ad in farragutpress call 865-675-6397

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive

PUBLIC NOTICE (10/28/2026)
The Town of Farragut will hold its Executive Session 

with the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on 
Wednesday, November 4th at 3:00 PM at Town Hall, 
11408 Municipal Center Drive, Farragut, TN 37934. 

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodation due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

Farragut Town Hall | 11408 Municipal Center Drive

EDUCATION RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, November 2, 2026 at 4:00 PM

1) Call to Order
2) Approval of Minutes
 A) October 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes
3) Business Items
 A) Coats Aboard Project Update
 B) School Grant Discussion
4) School Liaison Updates
5) Call for Adjournment

It is the policy of the Town of Farragut not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
natural origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, disability or veteran 
status pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 93-112 and 101-336 

in its hiring, employment practices and programs. To request accommodation due to 
disabilities, please call 865-966-7057 in advance of the meeting.

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS NEEDED!

farragutpress is in need of 
additional Motor Route Carriers 

to deliver the paper once a week. 

Please contact Tony Christen at 865-218-8872 
or production@farragutpress.com

Knoxville Location
11527 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN

865-966-4438
Open 7 days a week – Mon-Sat: 10am–6pm • Sunday: 12–6pm

Our family shows you Knoxville 
like no one else can, and we 
treat you like no one else will!
The Star of Knoxville is the only authentic 
paddlewheel riverboat o� ering a variety 
of cruises right here in Knoxville, TN. 
Explore captivating views as our boat 
leisurely takes you past iconic downtown 
landmarks while you unwind on our decks 
and enjoy genuine Southern Hospitality.

Enjoy the Beauty 
of the Historic 
Tennessee River

Family owned and operated since 1994
300 Neyland Dr., Knoxville 
865-525-7827 | tnriverboat.com

Ask about our Holiday Party Cruises
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boards-at-christmas/, which 
links directly to the Clayton 
Center’s box office.

• Remote Area Medical is 
seeking volunteer medical, 
dental and vision profes-
sionals and general support  
staff for its Jan. 15-17 clinic. The 
three-day clinic is to be held at 

Knoxville Expo Center, located 
at 5441 Clinton Highway, Knox-
ville. RAM also is in need of  
general support volunteers to 
help set up on Wednesday and 
Thursday, Jan. 13-14, and take  
down on Sunday, Jan. 17. Over-
night parking volunteers to 
greet patients also are needed, 
and interpreters can volunteer 
to aid patients through the pro-
cess, either in the parking lot 

or during clinic operations. In-
dividuals do not need to work 
in the medical field to volun-
teer as general support. If  you 
or your organization would 
like to volunteer your time to 
help provide free healthcare 
services to Knoxville and sur-
rounding communities, visit 
https://www.ramusa.org/vol-
unteer or call 865-579-1530.

Planner
From page 8B Ready to elevate 

your visibility?
Amplify your reach—pair your print ad with a 
targeted Facebook campaign and get in front of 
thousands of engaged, local decision-makers!

Call Kathy at 865-218-8878 
for more information.

Service Directory 
Advertising Rates

1 Block.......................$65/mo.
2 Block.....................$120/mo.
3 Block.....................$180/mo.
4 Block.....................$235/mo.
6 Block.....................$350/mo.
8 Block.....................$465/mo.

Spot color $5/mo.
Process color $15/mo.

Service Directory 
Advertising Deadlines

Display Ads
Space & Copy: Fridays, noon

Service Directory 
Payments

Payments may be made by 
cash, check or credit card. 
Prepayment is required on 
all classified advertising.

These Cards Gladly Accepted:
To place an ad in the 

farragutpress 
Service Directory, contact 

Linda at 865-218-8881

 FATHER & SON LAWN CARE

Call Robin 865-705-3856 • Blake 865-963-8351

 A Complete Lawn Service
We Specialize in Mowing Large Properties

and Quality Lawn Maintenance

Make Appointments NOW For Fall
AERATION

We provide our aeration services with our 
own commercial ride-on aeration equipment

• Slit Seeding • Over Seeding • Fertilizing
Licensed & Insured

CONCRETE WORLD
“Concrete Plus”

Decorative • Stamp • Driveways
 Footers • Sidewalks • Slabs

Patios • Pavers
Serving Knox County Area

Free Quotes • Senior Discounts
References Available

Dwayne Springfi eld
(865) 203-5675

WE 
BUY 

HOUSES
865-444-8804

Contractor LC # 00049769

423-235-7400
800-249-6274

www.brownscustomfencing.com

BUILDINGS and 
FENCES by ...

Serving East Tennessee since 1974 Monthly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly Quarterly, Yearly   
Residential & Commercial Residential & Commercial 

Pest ControlPest Control

• Termite Control • Termite Control 
• Mosquito Control• Mosquito Control
• Wildlife Removal• Wildlife Removal
• Pre-Construction• Pre-ConstructionLocally Owned & Operated

Serving East Tennessee 
for over 50 years! 

Licensed by TWRA and TN Department of Agriculture

CALL TODAY 
865-690-1662865-690-1662

www.otispestcontrol.net 

Mention this ad for
25% o�  first
monthly or 

quarterly pest 
control service.

Visit us on Facebook 

Do you have a 
unique business 

or service?
Advertise in the 
farragutpress 

service directory! 
Call Linda at 
865-218-8881

www.westknoxhandyman.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Cross Home Repairs O�  Your List

Call Or Text 865-973-9798

• Licensed & Insured • 5★ Rated
• 20+ Years Experience

• No Job Too Small

FREE Estimates
TN HI License #13152

865-202-8350

Howard Mitchell
PAIN TING & DR YWALLPAIN TING & DR YWALL

GET READY FOR FALL
M A K E  A P P O I N T M E N T S  T O D AY !

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

PRESSURE WASHING
Honest • Reliable • 

Neat & Clean
Licensed & Insured | REFERENCES

PilgrimPilgrim
PaintingPainting

We do Home Improvement
Projects in addition to:

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Staining
• Drywall & Carpentry

Serving Farragut & the Knoxville
area for over 30 years

 FREE ESTIMATES  865-291-8434

Home Improvement License #291843

 Licensed • Bonded & Insured
We take the Pain Out of painting!

www.pilgrimpaintingknoxville.com 
Major credit cards & online payments accepted 

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT

Local & Family Owned
Repaint Specialists
Residential & Commercial

Nominated in
City View
Magazine

“Best of the Best”
2013-2025

 Let us remodel 
your bathroom!

 Enjoy a bathroom 
for your lifestyle

 Licensed & Insured
865-368-2869

 BUILD - IMPROVE - REMODEL

 HomeTek
West Knoxville/Farragut’s Premiere Contractor

RANDY THE PAINTER
FREEFREE
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

Call: 865-522-3222
Text: 865-455-5022

Licensed & Insured • 46 Yrs Experience

★ Interiors & Exteriors Painting
★ Drywall, Sheetrock, Wood 
 Repair & Soft Roof Washing
★ We Paint Vinyl Siding
★ FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
★★★★★ 5 star Google Reviews

Book now & SAVE BIG 
Book now & SAVE BIG for the holidays!for the holidays!

30% Off30% OffAll Interior Painting
All Interior PaintingThrough February 2027
Through February 2027

RHarvey9160@gmail.com

home repair & improvement

misc. 
services

service 
  directory

Residential & 
Commercial

Fall & Winter Cleanup
• Pruning 

• Mowing • Mulch
Delivery Available

LEAF REMOVALLEAF REMOVAL
BUSH HOGGINGBUSH HOGGING

BOOK NOW

CALL TODAY
Free Consultation & Quote

865-242-2695
Gary & Tammy Mills, Owners

DEEP CLEAN • SANITIZE • REPAIR & SERVICE • GRILL POLISH

BEFORE

AFTER

Professional BBQ Grill Cleaning
We’ll handle the grill cleanup so you

can enjoy more time with family
Protect your investment 

Book a Cleaning NOW and receive a 
FREE GRILL INSPECTION!

865-407-2269
Bar-b-clean.com/Knoxville

Certifi cates of deposit (CDs) may seem uninteresting, 
but that’s their superpower. As an investment vehicle, 
they offer competitive rates while generally being pre-
dictable and dependable. Call us to learn more about 
our boring CDs with not-so-boring rates.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/23/26. APY interest cannot remain 
on deposit; periodic payment of interest is required. Certifi cates of Deposit (CDs) 
offered by Edward Jones are bank issued and FDIC insured up to $250,000 (prin-
cipal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Edward Jones is not a bank or 
FDIC insured institution and deposit insurance only covers the failure of an insured 
bank. FDIC insurance for brokered-CDs offered by Edward Jones is provided 
by the FDIC insured banks that issue the CDs on a “pass-through” basis, which 
requires certain conditions to be met for coverage to apply. The list of those banks 
frequently changes. For a list of banks in our network offering brokered-CDs, 
visit edwardjones. com/brokered-cd-banks. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact 
your fi nancial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price 
change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates 
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor 
can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. 
Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. 
CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs 
offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp (DTC).

Please contact us if you have $1,000 or more to invest.

Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS

• Water Heaters • Boiler Work
• Housing Additions 

• Renovations/Remodel
 • Gas Lines • Well Pumps

LICENSED • INSURED  • BONDED
35 Years Experience

937-718-2772

lawn 
and

land-
scaping
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Christian Academy of Knoxville	 36-35 L	 8-1	 +206
Knoxville Catholic High School	 14-13 L	 7-2	 +19
Hardin Valley Academy	 14-10 L	 6-3	 +156
Concord Christian School	 46-20 W	 6-3	 +58
Webb School of Knoxville	 21-14 W	 2-7	 -76
Farragut High School	 35-14 L	 1-8	 -247
Bearden High School	 28-7 L	 0-9	 -285

School	 Win-Loss	 Points for Game	 Net Difference

HOW THE WEST WAS WON SCOREBOARD

n 	Jake Nichols 
	 jnichols@farragutpress.com

With a trio of  close losses 
and a pair of  key road victo-
ries, there was plenty to learn 
in the penultimate week of  the 
regular season.

Concord Christian won 46-
20 at Providence Christian 
in Murfreesboro. Freshman 
quarterback Dylan Brown 
went 16-for-26 for a 61.5% com-
pletion rate with 246 yards and 
three passing touchdowns, 
adding two carries for 6 yards 
and a score for four touch-
downs in total.

“Dylan played really well,” 
Lions head coach Steve Mat-
thews said. “He got started 
early and has continued to 
get better every week. Am-
are (McKenzie) and Dasani 
(Moulden) had really good 
nights too.”

Moulden hauled in seven 
catches for 110 yards and a 
touchdown to go with one 
rush for 13 yards. 

McKenzie reeled in six more 
catches for 104 yards and two 
scores, and Maurice Smith 
turned in more than 100 yards 
in the ground game.

Matthews again credited 
the return of  three offensive 
linemen as a key factor in 
Concord’s success, but he also 
took a big-picture look at his 
team as it has continued to 
grow.

“(Providence) was a good 
team, a one-loss team coming 
in, and having to go on a road 
trip, I was proud of  our guys 
and the maturity they showed 
and how they handled it,” 
Matthews said. “Sometimes 
I’m disappointed if  we don’t 
play well, but then I take a 
step back and look at the big 
picture of  where we were 24 
months ago. To see the prog-
ress we have made, it’s pretty 
impressive to see how these 
young men have matured and 
grown at a rapid rate.”

CCS will look to maintain that 

Lions, Spartans fare well in Week 9

Jake Nichols

Left: Webb’s Garrett King (9), Matthew Rogers (0) and Antwan Hill helped the Spartans clinch a key road win last Friday in Chatta-
nooga. Right: Concord Christian’s Asher Noe (66) led the Lions onto the field for their season opener against CAK. The return of Noe 
and other CCS linemen have helped a Lions team that has won three straight games with one matchup left in the regular season. 

growth this Friday, Oct. 30, as it 
will host Chattanooga Grace for 
Senior Night at Concord.

This will be the Lions’ first 
true home game since they 
hosted CAK to start the season.

“It will be great,” Matthews 
said. “It’s kind of  a combi-
nation of  Homecoming and 
Senior Night for our nine se-
niors, who have been through 
the thick and thin with us. 
Hopefully we will put on a 
great show, and it should be a 
lot of  fun.”

Webb experienced plenty 
of  fun, too, winning 21-14 at 
Chattanooga Christian for the 
second victory of  the George 
Quarles era. 

Antwan Hill played a role 
in three different Spartan 
touchdowns, scoring on a 

punt return and a receiving 
touchdown. He also threw to 
quarterback Garrett King for 
a score.

“We talk about the middle 
eight, the last four of  the first 
half  and first four of  the sec-
ond half, and we scored twice 
in that period,” Quarles said. 

A late fumble recovery by 
Jake Rogers and an intercep-
tion by Mali Blake sealed the 
win and may have secured 
a playoff spot for Webb, per 
Quarles.

“First happy bus ride home,” 
he said. “I think we’re in the 
playoffs, which is a positive for 
us. We need to celebrate those 
steps for young team like we 
have.”

Meanwhile, CAK already is 
guaranteed a spot in the play-

offs with eight wins, as the 
Warriors still lead the How the 
West was Won standings. They 
did, however, see their unde-
feated record come to an end 
in last week’s 36-35 loss to Boyd 
Buchanan. The Buccaneers 
stopped the Warriors’ two-
point conversion try at the end.

Seaton Moffett went 16-for-27 
for 195 yards, two touchdowns 
and an interception, and he 
rushed 12 times for 98 yards 
and two scores for a total of  
306 all-purpose yards. Isaac 
Kannah took the ball 15 times 
for 63 yards, and he caught 
seven passes for 92 yards and 
a touchdown. Hunter Bennett 
hauled in another Warrior 
touchdown with five catches 
for 73 yards. Defensively, Mar-
vin Wyrosdick totaled a team-

leading 11 tackles, giving him 
114 tackles with one game left 
in the regular season.

The Fighting Irish of  Knox-
ville Catholic experienced a 
similarly close loss, falling 14-
13 on the road at Christ Presby-
terian Academy in Nashville. 

David Thomas hauled in a 
long touchdown catch from 
Mack Bartholomew, who hit Ry-
heem Lee for another score, too.

But neither proved enough 
against CPA, which snapped an 
eight-game losing streak in its 
first win of  the 2026 campaign. 

Hardin Valley will look for 
a similar bounce-back after 
falling 14-10 against Cleveland 
while Farragut and Bearden 
lost 35-14 and 28-7 to Oak  
Ridge and Dobyns-Bennett,  
respectively.




